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INTRODUCTION. 


WHEN  the  Editor  of  Mr.  Grattan'9 
Speeches  first  entertained  the  idea  of  collecting 
and  compiling  the  eloquence  of  bis  distinguished 
countryman,  he  was  influenced  by  two  consi- 
derations to  the  prosecution  of  so  important  and 
traftional  a  work.  The  first,  that  the  present 
tfrcnmstances  nnder  which  his  Conntry  Wa# 
placed,  required  more  than  ever  the  general 
diffusion  of  those  principles  which  first  tended 
to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
Ireland. — ^The  second,  that  he  conceived  be 
would  add,  in  a  great  and  eminent  degree,  t6 
the  many  valuable  works  of  this  kind  which 
are  daHy  issuing  from  the  Press,  and  gratify  that 
taste  for  eloquence  which  has  beeii  so  much 
the  object  of  every  man's  attainment  and  am- 
otion.— The  only  claim  which  the  Editor  of  tlds 
Tolume  has  to  public  patronage  is,  that  he 
has  spared  no  labour    in    endeavouring   to  give 
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to  the  public  the  most  faithful  reports  at 
the  Speeches  which  be  has  collected — and 
that  he  has  diligently  exanrined  the  various 
records  where  the  best  and  most  faithfal  re- 
ports  could  be  found. — ^That  he  has  made  every 
effort  to  do  justice  to  the  splendid  talents  of  Mr. 
Gbattan,  by  an  attentive  comparison  of  tbos^ 
reports,  will  perhaps  be  acknowledged  by  such 
readers,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  the  great 
exertions  of  our  Orator  ;  exertions  which  now 
constitute  a  new  era  in  English  eloquence. 
In  collecting  the  productions  of  that  mind  which 
s(>  eloquently  poured  forth  its  treasures — in  com- 
piling, with  industry  and  care,  the  labours  of 
that  man,  whose  talents  raised  his  Country  from 
slavery  to  freedom,  the  Editor  hopes,  if  he  shall 
not  enjoy  the  praise,  he  may  at  least  escape  the 
severity,  of  the  Critic  ;  and  that  he  shall  have 
gp»tified  the  friend  of  literature,  and  the  man 
of  taste,  the  admirer  of  genius,  and  the  advo- 
cate of  liberal  principles  and  enlightened  legis- 
lation, by  rescuing  the  Speeches  of  Mr* 
Gbattan  fcom  the  mouldering  records  of  News- 
papers, and  the  widely  extended  surface  of  Par* 
liamentary  debates ;  and  it  is  a  debt  which  the  Edi- 
tor owes  to  the  fame  of  this  distinguished  Senator^ 
to  state,  that  those  and  similar  records,  are  the  only 
sources  from  which  he  has  taken  the  Speeches  now 
given  to  the  public.  * 

It    will    now    be    necessary    to    stale  these 
reasons    which    influenced    the  Editor  to  com* 


Ill      . 

fpiencn  tl^e  flr«t  Yohime  af  Mr.  .&rattak'« 
%«6c|iei  with  hm  celebrated  effort  oq  tlie  Com- 
Jier:^)  Vfogm^amp  introduced  into  the  Irish 
9i|rli«Bien(  by  Mr.  Ojrde^  and  to  slate  the  mo- 
tiir«p  which  induced  hinoi  ^  introduce  into 
the  Preface  the  Speeches  which  Mr.  Gbattan 
|N«»Bomiced  before  this  period. — The  motives 
irbich  determined  him  to  make  such  an  arrange- 
mmt^  lifere^  the  sincere  regard  and  anxiety  for 
the  fame  of  this  distinguished  orator. — The  first 
immatilated  and  complete  speech  which  the  indus- 
try of  the  Editor  could  collect,  is  that  with  which 
ike  Virst  Volume  commences,  wbil^  the  few  bril- 
liant fragments  which  the  indolence  of  the  re- 
porters have  left  of  his  earlier  exertions,  will  be 
ffmn^  in  the  Preface. — These  fragments,  though 
cxhibiUilg  powers  of  language,  end  splendor  of 
imaginatioQ,  superior  to  any  of  Mr.  Grattam^s 
Iriah  cotempoiaries,  perbs^ps  superior  to  the  efforts 
of  tmy  English  orator,  yet  fall  far  short  in  that 
copiousness  and  variety  of  illustration^  that  pre- 
cision  of  logical  arrangement,  which  distinguish 
those  Speeches  that  l^ay^  been  reported  from 
the  year  1785.-r-No  doubt  passages  will  be  found 
which  the  memory  takes  down  with  delight, 
which  the  imagination  and  understanding  eon- 
template  with  pleasure,  and  which  cpuvey  no 
rmy  faint  idea  of  the  extent  of  those  powers, 
which  roused  an  injured  nation  to  aspire  to  free. 
doiay  and  which  finally  established  the  triumph 
of  the  orator  iu  the  independeiu^e  of  his  country. 
The  !!^ditor,  therefore,  conceived  it  a  duty  he  owed 
to    the    reputation   of    Mr.   Grattan,    not    to 
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give  those  Speeches  that  place  in  his  col- 
lection, which  would  induce  the  opinion  thai  he 
considered  them  as  perfect  or  correct  reports ;  he 
has,  however,  anxious  to  convey  that  pleasure 
which  their  perusal  must  excite,  interwoven 
them  with  the  brief  narrative  of  the  splendid 
events  which  they  produced  ;  thus  forming  an  in- 
teresting  and  necessary  link  in  that  chain  of  oar 
History,  on  which  Irishmen  look  back  with  min- 
gled sensations  of  pride  and  regret. 

The  Editor  of  these  Volumes  cannot  avoid 
expressing  his  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  Speeches 
of  Mr,  Gbattan,  pronounced  upon  these  oc- 
casions, so  congenial  to  ^nd  affording  a  scope  so 
worthy  of  the  exertions  of  his  splendid  oratory, 
should  have  been  so  imperfectly  reported;  end 
it  must  be  a  source  of  sorrow  to  every  lover 
of  freedom,  and  genuine  eloquence,  that  the 
happiest  period  which  the  genius  of  Mr.  Grat- 
TAN  ever  enjoyed,  to  give  full  and  unlimited 
scope  to  the  energy  of  his  mind  end  the  soar- 
ings of  his  fancy,  was  neglected  by  those  who 
took  the  trouble  to  mutilate  his  beauties,  ex- 
tinguish his  fire,  and  curtail  the  most  predous  of 
his  thoughts. 

In  offering  to  the  Public  the  following 
Speeches  of  Mr.  Grattan,  the  Editor  conceives 
it  might  not  be  uninteresting,  to  trace  a  brief 
outline  of  tbe  various  encroachments  which 
Ireland  has  suffered,  frTmi  the  unjust  interferenee 
of  the  British  Legislature ;  to  give  a  short  enu- 
meration of  the  various  acts  of  usurpation,  by 
which  the  independence  of  the  Irbh  Parliament 


was  subverted ;  to  point  out  that  malignant  spirit 
of  British  monopoly,  which  extinguished  the 
commerce,  impoverished  the  manufactures,  and 
robbed  of  her  natural  resources  a  country  rich 
in  every  gift  that  nature  in  her  bounty  could 
bestow;  and  finally,  to  afford  a  brief  review  of 
the  history  of  Ireland,  from  its  invasion  by 
Henry,  down  to  that  proud  and  distinguished 
period,  which  witnessed  at  the  same  moment 
the  assertion  of  Irish  rights,  and  the  first  ef« 
forts  of  our  illustrious  Gountryman.— *In  this 
sketch  it  will  be  seen,  how  intimately  con- 
nected the  exertions  of  this  enlightened  Se- 
nator have  been  with  the  rise  and  progress 
of  his  Country  to  prosperity  and  independence ; 
•*^that  he  rose  in  fame  as  she  rose  in  liberty^ 
in  commerce,  and  in  wealth.— Here  Mr.  Orat«. 
TAV  will  be  seen  the  bold,  indefatigable,  and 
eldquent  promoter  of  every  great  measore,  wUck 
tended'  to  establish  her  liberties  and  her  glory 
--^aild  the  same  pen  which  records  the  atnig- 
glM  of  a  brave,,  a  generous,  and  a  grateful 
nation,  will  be,  at  the  same  time,  giving  to  the 
world,  the  principal  features  of  Mr.  Grattan's 
character,  and  the  foundation  of  his  claim  to 
the  admiration  of  posterity. — ^Gifted  by  nature 
with  an  understanding  of  the  first  order — 
enriched  by  cultivation,  and  chastened  by  a 
oorrect  and  critical  observation  of  the  ancient 
orators,  he  united  to  an  eloquence,  argumen- 
tative, splendid,  popular,  and  impressive,  an 
undaunted  spirit,  and  an  uncorrupted  heart. 
Sagacious,    bold    and    intrepid^    he    saw^    he 
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dared^  aud  he  succeeded. — He  was  the  first 
who  *  taught  Ireland  that  she  might  become  a 
Nation;  he  inspired  her  by  his  eloquence^  ani- 
mated her  by  his  courage^  strengthened  her 
by  his  authority^  adorned  her  by  his  talents^ 
— and  guided  her  most  adventurous  efforts^ 
by  the  wisdom  of  his  councils. — He  laid  the 
foundation,  raised  the  superstructure^  and  wit- 
nessed the  fall  of  Irish  freedom ;  and  to  use 
his  own  eloquent  and  expressive  language^ 
"  He  watched  by  the  cradle  of  Irish  independ- 
ence, and  he  followed  its  hearse." 

His  wisdom  was  practical,  frequently  prophe- 
tic, remedial  for  the  present,  warning  for  the 
future; — lie  pointed  out  how  Ireland  might  be 
free ;  and  a  patriot  senate,  backed  by  a  patriot 
army,  achieved  her  independence. 

That  the  life-time  of  Irish  liberty  was  short, 
its  author  is  -not  to  blame :  Mr.  Grattan, 
.when  he  led  the  way  to  our  independence, 
warned  us  against  the  machinations  of  those 
that  corrupted  and  seduced  us  to  our  ruin. — ^But 
his  warnings  were  disregarded;  and  the  man 
whose  talents,  virtue,  and  integrity  enabled  the 
sun  of  Ireland  to  gain  the  ascendant,  witnessed 
also  its  extinction. 

The  measures  which  Mr.  Grattan  recom- 
mended, and  which  would  have  saved  that  in- 
dependence, which  was  «o  gloriously  achieved, 
were  uniformly  opposed  by  the  corrupt  influence 
of  a  corrupt  Administration ;  and  every  engine 
was  resorted  to,  to  misrepresent  the  views,  and 
blacken  the  reputation,  of  .a  man,   whose  cou- 
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rage  and  whose  talents  they  feared^  and  whose 
integrity  they  coald  not  corrupt  When  the 
feelings  of  party  spirit  shall  have  passed  away^ 
— ^vhen  the  whole  scene^  in  wHich  our  elo- 
quent eountryman  took  so  distingnished  a  part^ 
shall  be  laid  before  the  cool  and  dispassionate 
eye  of  futurity,  tlie  services  which  Mr.  Grat- 
TAN  rendered  to  his  country  will  be  remembered 
with  enthusiasm,  and  repaid  with  gratitude ; 
and  the  future  men  of  Ireland  will  revere  his 
memory,  and  erect  monuments  to  his  virtue  and  to 
his  fame. 

Though  at  one  time  the  idol  of  the  people, 
at  another  the  object  of  their  anger — alter- 
nately the  subject  of  the  panegyric  or  reproach 
of  the  Gastle,  he  hield  on  his  course  unmoved 
and  unshaken — always  obeying  the  dictates  of 
a  mind  uncontrolled  by  tumult,  and  uninflu- 
enced by  threats.  He  opposed  himself  to  the 
excesses  of  the  Oastle,  and  the  excesses  of  the 
people ;  and  would  have  saved  all,  by  balancing 
the  powers  of  both.  Irish  liberty  and  BritiA  con^ 
flection  appear  to  have  been  the  guiding  stars  by 
which  he  shaped  his  course  ;  no  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  those  who,  to  exalt  themselves,  were 
the  .instruments  of  their  country's  debasement^ 
dreaded  the  denunciations  of  Mr.  Geattan,  who 
always  stood  at  his  post,  to  frustrate  their  de- 
signs, and  detect  their  conspiracies. — ^With  eqoal 
zeal  he  guarded  the  connection  between  England 
and  Ireland.  Seeing  the  safety  of  both  countries 
in  their  mutual  liberty  and  mutual  aflfection,  pos- 
sessing equal  laws  and  equal  privileges,  he  op- 
posed the  advocates  of  separation  with  as  much 


vai 

ardour  as  he  supported  the  independence  and 
permanency  of  tbe  Irish  constitution. — ^^The 
sea^^'  says  this  great  man^  <^  protested  against 
Union-— the  ocean,  against  separation.^^ 

The  merits  of  Mr.  Gbattan,  as  a  public 
speaker,  have  been  well  described  by  two  pens, 
at  different  periods,  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances.  The  Editor  gives  these  descriptions 
as  he '  has  found  them,  without  addition  or  dimi- 
nution ;*»he  conceives  that  the  respective  authors 
have,  with  peculiar  felicity,  pourtrayed  his  per- 
fections and  defects — the  powers  of  his  mind, 
and-*-*the  errors  of  his  address. 
*  Immediately  after  Mr.  Grattan's  celebrated 
first  speech  on  the  Catholic  question,  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  May  IS,  1800,  an  obser- 
vant critic  tlius  speaks  of  him  : 

'^^  Ungraceful  in  his  action,  harsh  and  mo- 
notonous in  his  tone ;  at  times  so  rapid  as  to  be 
followed  with  difficulty,  and  occasionally  sinking 
hill  voice  so  low  as  to  be  scarcely  audible,  Mr. 
Orattan  does  not  at  first  recommend  himself  to 
his  audience. — Novel  in  the  arrangement  of  Ms 
matter,  able  in  his  arguments,  his  eloquence  is 
of  a  new  and  peculiar  stamp ;  it  has  no  resem- 
blance to  the  eloquence  of  any  of  our  distin- 
guished oratoi*s  ;-^it  is  not  the  roundness,  the 
ore  rotunda  of  Mr^Pitt; — it  is  not  the  simple 
majesty  of  Mr.  Fox  ;— it  is  not  the  brilliancy  of 
Mr.  Sheridan.  Occasionally,  however,  we  caught 
a  tint,  a  feature  of  resemblance  to  Mr.  Burke : 
but  he  has  not  that  commanding  figure  and 
manner^  that  volume  of  voice,  that  superabun- 
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daat  rielmess  and  fertility  of  fauey,  that  vast  grasp 
and  range  of  mind^  which  Mr.  Burke  possessed 
heyond  all  other  created  beings.  Mr.  Grattap's 
is  a  distinct  species  of  eloquenoe  from  that  of  any 
other  man: — ^' he  stands  alone,  and  he  is  able  to 
stand  alone  J^ 

A  Tvriter  of  a  short  biographical  sketch  of  Mr. 
Grattan^  appears  to  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  his  talents  as  an  orator^  and  has  thus  cha- 
racterized  them : 

^^As  a  public  speaker,  Mr.  Grattan  ranks  in 
the  highest  class.     In  his   speeches   there   is   a 
grandeur,    which    marks   a  mind  of  a  superior 
order,  and  enforces  at  once  reverence  and  admi- 
ration.    On  every   subject  which   he   treats,    he 
throws  a  radiance,  which  enlightens  without  daz- 
zling ;  and    while   it    assists  the  judgment,    de- 
lights the  imagination.     His  style  is  always  pe- 
cnliar ;  it  varies  its  character  with  the  occasion. 
At  one  time,  close  and  energetic,  it  concentrates 
Ihe  force  of  his  argument,  and   compels  convic- 
tion;*—at    another,    diffuse,    lofty   and   magnift- 
cent,  it  plies  itself  to  every  faculty  of  the  mind, 
charms  our  fancy,  influences   our  will,  and  con- 
vinces  our    understanding.      At    all    times,    his 
manner  is    animated    with    a    pleasing  warmth, 
which  renders  it  impossible  to  hear  him  without 
interest ;-— but    on  some    occasions,   he  exerts   a 
power,  which  is    irresistible.     Prostitution,  under 
its  influence,  forgets  for  a  moment  the  voice  of 
the  Minister,  and  plaee^  and  pension,   and  peer- 
age, have  but  a    feeble  hold  even  of   the  most 
degenerate.— ^Tq  the  excellence  of  style  he  does 
not  add  the  graces  of  action;  it  is  forcible^  in- 


deed,  and  sometimes  expressive;  but  it  is  seldom 
elegant^  and  never  pleasing.  For  invective,  to 
which  Mr.  Grattan  has  sometimes  deigned  to 
have  recourse,  his  manner  is  better  adapted, 
than  to  the  sedateness  of  cool  disquisition:  and 
yet  invective  is  not  that  in  whicli  he  principally 
excels :  he  is  more  fitted  by  nature,  and  happily 
the  situation  he  has  filled,  has  more  frequently 
called  him  to  defend  the  rights  of  nations,  and 
to  pourtray  the  hopes,  the  fears,  and  the  ex- 
pectations of  a  magnanimous  people,  than  to 
descend  to  a  wordy  contest  with  individuals ; — 
though  when  that  contest  has  bc^en  instituted, 
the  weapons  of  Mr.  Grattan  have  been  found 
sharp,  if  not  polished,  and  capable  of  inflicting, 
wounds  which  refuse  to  be  healed.^^ 

To  those  not  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
Ireland,  the  following  introduction  may  not  be 
uninteresting : 

The  history  of  Ireland,  from  its  invasion  by 
the  second  Henry,  down  to  the  accession  of 
Mr.  Grattan  to  the  Parliament  of  his  native 
country,  in  the  year  177S,  affords  few  »ras  on 
which  the  mind  can  dwell  with  pleasure ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  exhibits  a  melancholy  picture, 
unrelieved  by  one  gleam  of  happiness,  of  in- 
ternal warfare,  turbulence,  and  faction.  From 
the  period  of  the  English  establishment,  first 
effected^  afterwards  established,  and  finally  se- 
cured by  domestic  treachery  and  division,  there 
appears  to  have  been  no  intention,  on  the  part 
of  the  invaders^  to  give  the  people  the  benefit 
of  free  and  wholesome  laws ;  and  so  far  from 
.wishing  to   coalesce  and  unite   with  the    native 


inhabitants^  the  ill-fated  policy  of  the  invaders  ap^ 
pears  to  have  been  to  foment  and  pcipetuate  dis- 
seatiOD^  animosity^  and  hatred  between  the  two  na- 
tions ;  and  it  would  appear^  as  Sir  John  Davis 
testifies^  ^^  that  such  as  had  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land^ under  the  Grown  of  England^  did  intend  to 
make  a  perpetual  separation  and  enmiiy  between 
the  English  and  Irish.^' 

Long  did  this  ill-fated  country  groan  under  op- 
pression and  injustice^ — her  rights  trampled  upon 
and  disregarded — her  complaints  unattended  to — 
and  her  sufferings  unredressed ;  labouring  under 
every  corruption  in  her  domestic  gover,nment^  de- 
prived of  all  internal  police^  plundered  by  rapa- 
cious foreigners^  and  abandoned  in  despair  by  her 
children. 

The  King's  deputies^  and  the  deputies  of  these 
deputies^  that  held  the  reigning  government/ 
were  strangers^  and  soldiers ;  united  by  no 
ties  of  Sympathy  with  the  inhabitants^  their 
duty  was  conquest^  and  their  reward  was  plun- 
der. Hence  unavailing  resistance,  and  more 
severe  coercion ;  the  riotous  discontent  of  the 
half  subdued,  drawing  on  themselves  the  sus- 
picious severity  of  the  half  established ;  and 
the  subjugation  of  the  former  effecting,  by 
degrees,  the  ultimate  degradation  of  -both. 
It  would  be  disgusting  and  revolting  to  the 
mind,  to  wade  through  the  sanguinary  details  of 
a  continual  warfare  and  intermittent  massacre, 
every  where  the  field  of  slaughter — no  where 
the  field  of  triumph.  We  will  pass  over  the 
alternate   ravages  of   Charles  and  Cromwell,   to 


the  conclnsion  of  the  contest  between  Jameg 
and  William,  when  the  warfare  of  the  nations 
bad  ceased,  and  that  of  the  government  began ; 
and  when  the  Parliament  of  England  first  as- 
sumed  over  Ireland  an  authority  as  tyrannical  as  it 
was  unjust. 

From  this  period  the  ravages  of  internal  warfare 
had  ceased,  and  the  historian  of  those  times  has 
little  else  to  record  than  Parliamentary  trans- 
actions ;  but  unhappily,  these  are  sometimes 
of  such  a  nature,  as,  more  permanently  than 
war,  to  sink  the  nation  in  poverty  and  bar- 
barism. 

The  revolution  of  1688,  opens  to  our  view 
a  new  scene  of  Irish  politics ;  and  that  sera,  so 
auspicious  for  the  liberties  of  England,  pro- 
duced in  Ireland  a  more  aggravated  scene 
of  oppression, — Then,  more  than  ever,  was  it 
treated  as  a  conquered  nation ;  its  independence 
violated — its  national  sonsequence  and  dignity 
debased — and  a  systematic,  rigid,  and  uniform  po- 
licy seems  to  have  been  acted  upon,  not  only  to 
trample  upon  the  rights  of  individuals,  but  even  to 
extinguish  the  very  idea  of  an  independent  le- 
gislature. 

In  no  sense  whatever  did  the  revolution  of 
4688 'open  to  Ireland  any  of  those  constitu- 
tienal  blessings  which  were  so  gloriously  as- 
serted by  England ;  and  in  no  sense  could  that 
revolution  be  termed  any  thing  else  to  the 
Irish  than  a  mere  conquest;  a  conquest  of  the 
harshest  nature ;  for  it  was  not  followed  up  by 
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4  participation  of  civil  rights  and  liberties^  but  acted 
upon  as  a  new  ground  for  burdening  them  with 
additional  grievances. 

The  supporters  of  the  Whig  interest  in 
Ireland  differed  from  those  who  forwarded 
the  revolution  in  England,  in  principle,  in  action, 
and  in  views.*— The  Irish  Whigs  of  that  day 
were  the  relics  of  the  Cromwclian  party,  avow- 
ing no  other  principle  but  that  of  retaining 
the  monopoly  and  the  power  of  the  few  over 
the  bulk  of  the  nation ;  acting  upon  them  with 
arbitrary  severity,  in  order  to  rivet  the  whole 
power  of  the  Country  in  disgraceful  and  ever- 
lasting  subjection. 

Hence,  however  glorious  the  exertions  of 
England  in  the  cause  of  Freedom  were,  yet 
the  unbiassed  mind  will  arraign  their  motives^ 
when  it  contemplates  the  English  Parliament  op- 
posing  that  very  liberty  in  Ireland,  which  they  so  re- 
solutely  and  so  successfully  supported  in  England. 

The  articles  of  Limerick  had  scarcely  received 
the  great  seal  of  England,  when  they  were  attempt, 
ed  to  be  violated,  in  defiance  of  the  faith  of  nations, 
and  in  disregard  to  all  those  principles  by  which 
society  should  be  governed. 

Though  Ireland,  as  an  independent  kingdom, 
claimed,  under  William,  the  same  right  it  haid 
enjoyed  under  his  predecessors,  yet  did  the  Par- 
liament of  England  usurp  the  right  of  legislating 
for  Ireland,  in  as  free  and  uncontrolled  a  man* 
ner,  as  if  Ireland  had  no  Parliament  of  her  own. 
Thus,  in  the  year  1691,  before  William  had 
convened  an  Irish  Parliament,  the  English  Par- 
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liament  passed  an  act^  to  alter  the  laws  of  Ireland^ 
regarding  the  most  essential  fundamental  rights 
of  the  subject^  by  excluding  the  Roman  Gatho- 
lics^  who  composed  the  decided  majority  of  Ire- 
land^ from  a  seat  in  either  House  of  Parliament. 
And  when  a  pure  Protestant  Parliament  was  con- 
vened^ in  the  year  iG92,  so  little  satisfied  with 
it  was  the  Parliament  of  England^  that  they 
continued  their  legislative  encroachments  on  Ire- 
land^ by  enacting  whatever  laws  they  thought 
proper,  for  regulating  and  settling  the  legal,  civil, 
nilitary,  and  ecclesiastical  departments  of  Ireland, 
for  checking  their  commerce,  and  disposing  of 
their  property. 

Lord  Sidney  being  created  Lord  Lieutenant, 
in  I69B9  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland 
issued  writs,  and  convened  a  new  Parliament; 
the  primary  object  ofwhichwasto  raise  supplies 
to  discharge  the  debt  contracted  during  the  war. 
The  Commons  consented  to  a  grant,  not  ex- 
ceediug  70,000^  jpleading  the  inability  of  the 
])eople,  from  the  calamities  of  the  late  war,  to 
increase  the  grant.  There  had  been  noParlia- 
ment  in  Ireland  for  the  last  twenty-six  years; 
and  although  the  Parliament  of  England  had 
undertaken  to  legislate  for  Ireland,  in  the  most 
important  matters  of  State,  it  had  not  yet  pro. 
ceeded  to  the  extei\t  of  raising  money  directly 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  Parliament 
which  was  now  convened,  after  so  long  an  inter- 
val, could  not  be  insensible  of  the  encroach- 
ihcnt  made  on  their  independence ;  they  felt 
their    consequence,    and    manifested,    by    their 


eottdne^  their  Just  reeeatflieiit  of  the  asorj^- 
tions  of  the  BngUsh  Legislature.  They  coo-^ 
0idered  it  to  be  their  indispeiMable  right  to  de- 
tennioe^  in  the  first  instance,  the  sam,  and 
manner  of  raiding  every  supply  granted  to 
the  Crown; — and  when,  in  violation  of  this 
privilege,  two  Money  Bills,  whieh  had  not 
originated  With  them,  were  transmitted  from  Eng- 
land, and  laid  before  them,  they,  with  becom- 
ing  dignity,  resented  this  encroachment  on  their 
privileges,  by  rejecting  one  of  them,  and  declar- 
ing, <^  that,  from  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  case, 
they  alone  consented  to  pass  the  other. '^  They, 
at  the  same  time,  entered  some  very  pointed  and 
spirited  resolutions  on  their  journals,  in  support  of 
their  rights. 

His  Excellency  was  highly  enraged  at  these 
resolutions;  and,  in  his  speech,  upon  pro- 
roguing  the  Parliament,  he  severely  repri- 
manded them  for  having,  in  opposition  to  the 
design  of  their  meeting,  undutifully  and  un- 
gratefully invaded  their  Majesties'  prerogative. 
And  when  the  Commons  requested  permission 
to  send  Commissioners  to  England,  in  order 
to  lay  a  full  and  impartial  statement  of  their 
conduct  before  their  Majesties,  he  contemptu- 
ously and  insultingly  told  tiiem,  '^  T!7iat  they 
might  go  to  England  to  beg  their  Majesties^ 
pardon^  fw  their  seditious  and  riotous  as-^ 
sembliesJ^ 

This  unexpected  and  ungracious  prorogation 
of  the  Parliament,  created  general  discontent. 
Bills  of  importance,  whieh  had  been  prepared, 
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nmitinbd  imperfeeted ; — 4nd  the  Mveval  griBvtiMM 
complained,  of,  remained  iiiiredre«8ed. 

At  a.  fiubseqnent  meeting  of  Farlkmeiit,  a 
bill,  upQu  tbe  principle  of  the  English  Bill  of 
Rights,  M^as  introduced  into  the  liottse  of  Lords. 
It  proposed  to  en^ct,  that  the-  pretended  pow^ 
of  dispensing  witl^  laws?  ot  .^  executing  laws^ 
by  regal  authority,  as  assumed  and  exercised  u> 
the  late  reign^  was  ilieg|il.<->*- 

That  the  election  of  members  of  Parliament 
ou^t  to  be  free. — ^Tbat  tbe  freedom  of  speecli 
in  Parliament,  can  only  be  impeached  or  ques- 
tioned in  Farliamen\— rXhat  excessive  bail 
ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  nor  unnatural  punishments 
inflicted.—- 

That  jurors  ought  to  be  duly  impannelled  and 
returned ;  and  that  jurors  in  trials  for  high  treason, 
should  be  freeholders.  This  bill,  was,  with  sMie 
addition,  agreed  to  by  the  Compions,  and  trans- 
mitted;  but,  to  the  very  great  disgrace  of 
Government,   TUit  returned. 

As  the  Parliament  continued  to  act  on  prin- 
ciples offensive  to  the  Court,  it  was  prorogued  a 
second  time,  and  then  dissolved. 

Lord  Sidney  having  become  an  object  of  po- 
pular odium,  was  now  recalled^  and  the  Go- 
vernment  vested  in  three  Jt|stices,  Lord  Gapel^ 
Sir  Cecil  Wyche^  And  Mr.  Duneombe.  Differ- 
ence of  principle,  however,  soon  disunited  the 
measures  of  their  Government.  Influenced  by 
a  strong  desire  of  recommending  himself  to 
the  favourable  opinion  of  the    £ogUsh   settlers^ 


Iwid  Ottpel  attuned  bhaself  to  tlieir  interest, 
which  he  lahoared  to  promote^  even  at  the 
expense  of  equity.  (Sir  Cecil  and  Mr.  Doncombe 
interrated  themeelres  in  behalf  of  the  Irbh. 
They  protected  them  from  oppression.  Those 
who^  from  sellsh  views,  attempted  to  infringe 
the  articles  of  lamerlek,  they  restrained  by  their 
anthority. 

Neither  a  desire  of  Goart  inflnence,  nor  a  re- 
gard to  the  applause  of  the  powerful,  were  the 
principles  of  their  conduct; — they  only  wished 
to  ha  distinguished  by  a  wise  and  just  admini- 
stration. 8eldom  does  Government  approve 
and  enconrage  in  its  servants  such  integrity  of 
heart. — ^The  conduct  of  Lord  Cecil  was  adapted 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  powerful ;— -his  interest 
prevailed,  to  the  removal  of  his  two  upright 
eolleagues,  and  he  was  created  sole  Governor, 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Deputy. 

In  a  Parliament,  convened  by  this  Governor, 
the  necessary  supplies  were  granted ; — the  pro- 
ceedings in  King  James's  Parliament  were  re- 
versed ;  though  in  violation  of  their  legislative 
privileges,  a  law  to  the  same  purpose  had  been 
passed  in  England.  The  Act  of  Settlement  was 
eitplained  and  confirmed  ;*--the  Articles  of  Li- 
merick were  also  confirmed,  but  so  modified,  as 
to^  lessen  the  security  to  the  persons  concerned ; 
and  a  few  penal  statutes  were  added,  in  addition 
to  those  which  had  been  already  enacted  against 
Ciatholics. 

It  was,  however,  every  day  becoming  more 
apparent  that  civ|l  liberty  could  not  male  the 
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progress  it  did  in  Efigland,  and  that  Ir^ttd 
should  continue  more  than  insenfiible  to  its 
blessings;  and  the  IHsh  people  were  hourly  be- 
coming more  reluctant  to  surrender  and  re- 
nounce those  rights^  which  the  English  had  so 
gloriously  asserted  for  themselves. 

Among  the  many  who  Mt' strongly  the  injury 
done  to  our  civil  rights,  by  the  Parliament  of 
England,  Mr.  Molyueaux,  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives for  the  city  of  Dublin,  particnlarly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  patriotism  and  ability. 

In  his  endeavours  to  promote  the  improvement 
of  our  manufactures,  he  found  himself  contin- 
ually opposed  by  the  spirit  of  ifoitish  mono- 
poly; and  perceiving,  that  neither  our  manu- 
factures, our  commerce,  or  any  exertion  on  which 
national  prosperity  depends,  could  succeed,  so 
long  as  our  natural  and  constitational  rights 
were  opposed  by  the  unjust  interference  of  the 
British  legislature; — determined  to  vindicate  the 
cause  of  his  country,  and  to  diffuse  throughout 
the  nation  a  just  sense  of  its  constitutional 
rights,  he,  in  1098,  published  a  book,  styled, 
*^  The  Case  of  Ireland  being  bound  by  Acts  of 
Parliament  in  England^  stated  f^^  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  proving,  from  historical  facts.  That  the 
Teingiom  of  Ireland  teas  as  independent  of  Ike 
kingdom  of  England,  as  the  latter  was  of  the 
former. — ^This  book  was  vrritten  in  a  strain  of 
independent  discussion  and  spirited  assertion,  to 
which  Ireland  had  long  been  a  stranger.  It 
taught  the  people  of  Ireland  to  consider,  more 
justly  and  more  attentively,  the  nature  of  their 
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«0Biieetian  wkh  BngUiid;  and  obtakied  for  its 
aatbor  that  appkase^  his  patriotiMB  and  talents  ae 
well  merited. 

Very  dtfisfettt  were  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  finglish  House  of  Commons; — ^they  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  examine  the  book,  and 
on  the  report  ei  this  eommktee,  the  Oommons 
nnanimoasly  resolved^  <<  That  the  book  published 
by  Mr.  Molyneaux,  was  of  dangeroue  tendeney  to 
the  Grown  and  People  of  England,  by  denying 
the  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land to  bind  the  kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland ; 
and  the  subordination  and  dependence  Ireland 
had,  and  ought  to  have  upon  England.^'  They  al- 
so, in  a  body,  presented  an  Address  to  his  Majesty, 
enlarging,  in  terms  of  great  indignation,  on  the 
book,  and  its  pernicious  assertions ;  and  beseech- 
ing him  to  take  care  that  the  laws  which  directed 
and  restrained  the  Parliament  of  Ireland^  should 
not  be  evaded.  In  answer  to  which,  they  received 
a  promise  fiH)m  his  Majesty,  of  his  acting  according 
to  their  wish. 

The  book  was  also  burned  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman,  by  order  of  Government. 

The  English  Parliament  continued  to  exer- 
cise over  Ireland  an  aut^iority  as  unjustifiable 
as  it  was  oppressive;  and  our  manufactures 
were  almost  in  every  instance  sacrificed  to  the 
illiberal  and  selfish  views  of  the  English  trader. 
In  England,  the  woollen  manufactur  chad 
become  a  staple  commodity;  with  us  likewise 
it  was  a  profitable  branch  of  commerce.  Be- 
fore the  time  of  Charles  I;  we  indraped  our 
wool,    and    exported    the    overplus    to    foreign 


marfadts.    Of  this  privSage  the  Bn^fliiy  jeaioM 
of  a  competition^  endeavoured  to  deprive  us  by 
several,  acts  of  Farliameat,    more  espeeially  by 
oue^  enacted  in  ^e  reign  of  Gharlra  II.   which 
was   deeply    marked  by  the  most   unjilst  seve- 
rity.   Previous  to  the  poblication  of  Molyneaux^ 
the    Irish    Parliament  had    been    veqvired,    by 
the   Kingy  to  pass  laws  for  the  enconragement 
of  the  hempen  and    linen   mannfaetures  in  this 
country,  and  the  discouragement  of  ike  ^ooUen^  in 
consequence  of  representations  made  by  English 
traders,  who  apprehended   a  competkion  ^  the 
Irish  in  the  Utter.    The  preference  thus  promised 
to  the  hempen  and  linen  manufactures,  so  as  exclu- 
sively to  supply  the  English  trade  in  fabrics, of 
this  kind,   and  to  amount  to  a  compensation^  for 
the  loss  of  thewooUen,   was  not  given  for  six 
years  after ;  and  in  the  mean  time^  the  grow- 
ing and  manufacturing  of   hemp   and    flax  was 
so  favoured   by  Government    in    Scotland   and 
England,    that    these    countries    became  rivals 
in   this   branch   of   industry   to  Ireland^    where 
the  trade  of  Hemp   entirely   failed. — Thus  was 
Ireland    unjustly    compelled  to    lay    restrictions 
on  a  profitable  branch  of  industry;   cheated  out 
of  the  promised  compensation;  and  when  even 
the  most  fostering   indulgence  to  the  Irbh,  for 
profitiog  by  these  materials,  could  never  have  com- 
pensated  for  the  loss  of  their  woollen  manufac- 
ture. 

Not  contented  with  these  restrictions,  the 
Eaglisb  Parliament,  in  the  year  1699,  ap-^ 
piiinted  a  committee,  to  inquire  iuto  the  state 
of  the    woollen    manufactures  in    Ireland,    who 
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raported^  Aat  u  both  wool  and  labour  Were 
cli^apar  in  Ireland,  than  with  them^  we  were 
enabled  to  nndaraell  them  in  foreign  markets; 
that  this  branch  of  basioess  was  increasing  with 
us;  and  that  they  neither  could  nor  wotUi 
9^fer  the  wooUen  mo/nnfaetures  of  this  country^ 
to  rise  into  competition  with  theirs.  In  conse- 
quenee^  they  passed  a  law,  prohibiting  the 
CTiportatiott  from  Ireland  of  all  cloths  made  of 
wool^  or  containing  any  mixture  of  it — ^The 
prohibitory  laws  of  this  class,  emicted  in  Eng- 
land,  were  accompanied  with  enforcements,  as 
inecmsntent  with  the  political  distinctness  of 
Ireland,  as  with  the  free  principles  of  the 
Biitish  constitution.  Bygone  act,  the  accused 
were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  confiscation  and 
imprisonment;  by  another,  to  transportation. — 
By '  the  former  of  these  statutes,  no  acquittal, 
in  Ireland,  of  any  offence  against  it  would 
be  allowed,  in  bar  or  delay  of  any  indictment 
or  prosecotion^  within  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land. 

Thus,  a  person,  for  using  his  liberty,  as  a 
freeman,  in  exporting  any  of  these  prohibited 
articles,  might  be  tried  in  this  country,  and 
acquitted,  under  all  the  forms  of  law  in  Ire- 
land, and  yet  might  be  still  dragged  to  Eng- 
land, to  be  tried  for  the  same  offence,  by  a 
foreign  jury,  in  a  strange  land,  where  he 
could  not  have  his  witnesses ;  far  from  hir 
friends,  and  perhaps  without  money  or  re- 
sources. 

The  immediate  effects  of  these  prohibitory 
laws  were  poverty  «nd    distress  to  Ireland;  inl 

D 


xxu 

surmountable  by  the  fertility  of  her  soil^  and  tbe 
ingenuity  of  her  inhabitantg.  ^Deprived  of  the 
means  of  subsistence  at  homo,  thousands  of  Irisk 
manafactares  emigrated  to  France,  and  other  conn- 
tries^  and  carried  their  industry  and  knowledge 
from  the  place  of  their  nativity,  which  crushed 
their  exertions,  and  waged  an  unnatural  war 
against  their  prosperity,  to  improve  and  augment 
tlie  manufactures  of  foreign  lands. — ^Thus,  the 
French  were  enabled  not  only  to  supply  theit 
own  demands^  but  even  to  undersell  the  Eng- 
lish, in  the  markets  of  other  nations. -<-Thus, 
England  suffered,  in  a  tenfold  proportion,  for 
every  injury  she  inflicted  upon  Ireland.  By  de- 
priving that  country  of  the  resources  of  lier  in- 
dustry, she  deprived  herself  of  the  fruits,  whieh 
would  have  ultimately  reverted  to  her;  and 
she  banished  a  hardy,  an  intelligent,  and  indus- 
trious population,  to  swell  the  resources,  and  im- 
prove the  manufactures  of  a  powerful  and  rival 
nation. 

The  destruction  of  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture, was  not  the  only  evil  Ireland  sustained, 
from  the  unjust  and  illiberal  prohibition  of  the 
English  Legislature. — Among  a  variety  of  other 
restrictions,  embargoes  were  frequently  laid 
on  the  exportation  of  provisions,  ruinous  to 
agriculture,  and  other  species  of  industry;  and 
the  spirit  of  monopoly,  had  so  completely 
pervaded  England,  that  if  the  Parliament  had 
been  influenced,  to  the  full  extent,  by  the  ap- 
plications which  were  made  to  them,  Ireland 
must  have  been  in   a  great  degree  depopulated. 
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Tke  «yirit^  reayeetiog  Ireland^  wlueh  prevailed 
Ml  Bngiftiidy  appearsy  if  possible^  more  strongly, 
firon  tke  foilowiDg  circamstance,  than  even  from 
the  particulars  already  addoced. 

Two  petitions  were  presented  in  I698,  by  the 
people  of  Folkstone  in  Kent^  aud  Aldborougli 
in  Suffolk^  stating  a  grievance  which  tbey 
sustained  from  Ireland,  ^^by  the  Irish  catching 
Herrings^  at  Waterford  and  Wexford,  and  send- 
ing them  to  the  Btreights,  thereby  forestalU 
mg  and  mining  Petitioners?  markets.^^ 

The  reign  of  Q^ueen  Anne,  who  succeeded  on 
the  death  of  William,  in  1701,  we  find  distin- 
guished only  by  the  complaints  of  national 
poverty,  the  violence  oi  party  spirit,  and  a  ri- 
gorous  angmentation  of  penal  statutes  against 
Catholics.~The  Parliament  convened,  1703,  by 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  after  voting  the  necessary 
sopplies,  piresented  a  representation  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  to  be  delivered  to  Her  Majesty }  in 
which  they  complain,  ^^that  the  constitution  df 
the  kingdom  had  been  injured,  and  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  estates  of  the  people,  had  been 
called  in  question,  in  a  manner  unknown  to  their 
ancestors ;  that  the  current  cash  of  the  kingdom 
was  not  equal  to  the  extraordinary  expenses  incur- 
red.  They  then  proceed  to  complain  of  the  invasion 
of  their  constitutional  rights  by  a  foreign  jiidi- 
cature;  the  corrupt  and  oppressive  conduct  of 
the  trustees,  of  the  forfeited  estates ;  and  of  the  mi- 
sery arising  from  the  restrictions  of  commerce. 
Tlu^t  her  subjects  have  felt  deeply  their  loss 
of  trade;    that  they   could   not   earn  their  live- 
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lihoody  or  fluppert  their  own  m wafnetiifes ;  Ahnt 
their  foreign  commeree  laboured  under  such  re- 
istrietions,  as  to  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
unprofitable ;  and  that  the  infrequent  meeting  of 
Parliament,  was  a  principal  cause  of  the  na- 
tional misfortunes. 

To  this  representation  Her  Majesty  returned 
the  following  cold  reply :  ^^  The  first  part  of  it 
aeems  to  relate  to  matters  passed  in  Parliament; 
and  the  other  part  only  consisting  of  things  in 
general,  Her  Majesty  can  give  no  particular 
answer  to  at  present,  but  will  take  it  into 
her  consideration.^' — ^The  same  Parliament,  after 
having  voted  the  necessary  supplies,  proceeded, 
with  laudable  spirit,  to  rectify  several  public 
abuses,  particularly,  to  their  distinguished  honour, 
they  abolished  useless  pensions^  to  the  amount 
of  16,0002.  a  year. 

This  just  punishment  of  the  worthless,  and 
attention  to  the  interests  of  their  country,  is  in 
the  highest  degree  worthy  of  praise,  but  has 
unfortunately  seldom  been  imitated. — How  many 
scandalous  prostitutes  to  the  Government,  who 
rise  as  their  country  descends,  and  whose  me- 
rit is  their  profligacy,  fatten  and  subsist  on 
the  labours  of  the  worthy  and  industrious  Me- 
chanic ! 

An  act  was  also  passed,  to  settle  the  succession 
in  the  House  of  Hanover.  In  a  Bill,  to  pre-  ' 
vent  the  farther  growth '  of  Poperyy  Roman 
Catholics  were  disqualified  from  voting  at  elec- 
tions, and  from  serving  as  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment; several  other  severities  were  enacted 
against  them. 
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Diiiiag  the  wkole  reign  of  (^ees  Anne,  the 
penal  laws  were  executed  with  nnabating  severity 
against  the  Roman  Gatholic8*-*though  no  act  ot 
disloyalty^  no  design  of  disturbing  the  peace^  could, 
with  any  reasonable  foundation^  be  charged  on  the 
body  of  that  people. 

William,  though  educated  in  the  principles  of 
the  Calvinists,  a  sect  very  adverse  to  the  Church 
of  Rome,  and  though  the  only  momentous  opposi* 
taon  to  the  establishment  of  his  Government,  ia 
the  British  Islands,  had  arisen  from  the  Irish 
Catholics,  was  too  liberal,  had  his  Parliament  been 
equally  enlightened,  to  have  treated  with  intoler- 
ance his  Catholic  subjects,  but  would  ultimately 
have  sunk  the  asperities  of  sectarian  prejudices  in 
the  ample  field  of  Christian  benevolence  and  tolera- 
tion. 

As  the  kindness,  the  wisdom,  the  justice,  and 
the  humanity  of  King  William,  had  attached  them 
to  Oovemmeat — so  did  the  opposite  conduct  which 
was  pursued,  when  this  enlightened  Prince  was 
scarcely  laid  in  his  grave,  alienate  their  affections 
from  Government,  and  their  Country ;  they  ceased 
to  cultivate  their  farms,  and  converted  them  to 
grazing. — ^Industry  drooped,  and  multitudes  of 
the  inhabitants  emigrated  from  every  quarter*-^ 
and  sought  elsewhere  for  the  means  of  subsistence* 
'^It  is  painful  to  the  feelings  of  every  liberal  miad^ 
to  enumerate  the  many  acts  of  oppression, 
passed  in  this  reign ;  which  reduced  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  the  lowest  state  of  depression — which 
every  sentiment  of  benevolence  loudly  condemns, 
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and  which  no  argament  of  policy,  or  of  reason, 
can  justify — while  those  very  laws,  whieh  seemed 
intended  to  eradicate  Popery  from  the  land~-tended 
only  to  fix  it  deeper,  by  strengthening  and  eoiiirm. 
ing  the  people  in  their  opinions ;  and  their  immedi- 
ate  effects  were  hatred  to  the  ruling  party^  and  de- 
basement of  the  intellect. 

Humanity  must  sbndder,  to  read  the  disgusting 
detail  of  oppressive  laws,  enacted  at  this  period 
against  this  unhappy  people ;  and  it  would  be  now 
Qnnecessai*y  to  particularize  the  articles  of  the  pen- 
al code,  by  which  their  religion  was  restricted,  by 
a  variety  of  new  and  aggravating  impressions — by 
which  the  public  faith,  solemnly  plighted  to  them, 
by  the  articles  of  Limerick,  was  violated,  and  by 
vrtiicb,  for  the  greater  part  of  a  century,  they  were 
reduced  to  a  political  blank,  and  by  which,  if  the 
private  generosity  of  Protestants  had  not  frustrated 
tibeir  execution — ^they  would  have  been  degraded 
still  more,  to  a  condition  hardly  conceivable. 

The  very  conduct  of  the  Gatholics  themselves, 
is  a  proof  of  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  these  re- 
strictions.— The  resistance  of  so  much  provocation 
to  rebellion,  as  those  laws  furnished,  is  a  marked 
test  of  the  steady  loyalty  and  peaceable  demeanimr 
of  the  Irish  Gatholics,  from  the  revolution  to  the 
accession  of  his  present  Majesty,  under  whom  they 
bad  the  happiness  of  being  considered  as  no  longer 
enemies. 

In  the  year  1719^  tbe  injuries  of  this  country 
were  aggravated,  in  a  degree  quite  intolerable 
to    the    feelings    of    freemen. — And    the    trans* 
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utHMM  ef  tiiat  omnorable  perimL  kave  affixed 
a  staiB  OD  the  justice  and  ehai;aeter  of  the  Ei^- 
MA  Legislature.  A  cause  relative  to  an  estate 
between  Ssthef  Sberloek  and  Maurice'  An- 
nesly^  visl^  tried  befwe  the  Court  cyf  Exeheqeor 
in  Ireland.  The  latter  obtained  a  decree^  which^ 
upon  ai^eal,  was  reversed  by  the  Lords. — ^From 
this  sentence  Annesly  appealed  to  the  English 
Feersy  who  confirmed  the  judgment  given  in  his 
favour  by  the  Gourt  of  Exehequer^  and  issued 
an  order  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  dis- 
puted estate*  Against  this  illegal  determination 
Sherlock  petitioned  the  Irish  House  of  Lords, 
in  this  affair^  involving,  so  deeply  the  dignity 
of  the  Peers,  and  the  privileges  of  the  Nation — 
the  House  of  Lords  proceeded  with  becoming 
prudence  and  dignity. — Having  first  sanctiqned 
themselves  by  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  they 
resolved,  that  they  would  support  their  honour, 
jurisdiction,  and  privileges,  by  giving  the  peti- 
tioner Esther  Bherloek  effectual  relief,  pursuant  to 
a  former  order. 

A  petition  was  some  time  after  presented  to 
the  House,  by  Alexander  Burrows,  Sheriff  of 
Kildare,  setting  forth  ^^That  his  predecessor 
in  office  had  put  Sherlock  in  possession  of  the 
premises;  that  upon  his  entering  into  office, 
an  injuncticm,  agreeable  to  tiie  order  of  the 
English  Peers,  issued  from  the  Exchequer,  re- 
quiring him  to  restore  Maurice  Annesly  to 
1^  possession  of  the  above  lands;  and  that 
not  daring  to  act  in  contradiction  to  the  order 
of  the  House,  he  was  fined;  in  consequence  of 
this,    being    afraid  he  should  be  taken  into  cn^- 


xxvm 

tody,  he  domt  not  come  to  pass  lus  aeeoants; 
and  for  this  was  fined  IS^OOOl/' — By  the  re- 
solntions  of  the  Lords^  his  condoct  was  ap- 
proved, his  fines  annulled,  and  tiie  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  were  ordered  to  be  taken  iuto  cust 
tody;  and  in  vindication  of  these  measures^ 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  nation,  they  drew  up 
a  memorial,  to  be  presented  to  His  Majesty.-^ 
In  this  excellent  paper,  they  represented  that 
the  kings  and  principal  men  of  Ireland,  having 
voluntarily  submitted  to  Henry  II.  as  their  liege 
lord,  obtained,  at  their  request,  from  him  the 
benefit  of  English  law,  with  many  other  priv- 
ileges, particularly  that  of  having  a  distinct 
Parliament;  and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
concession,  the  English  had  been  encouraged 
to  come  over  and  settle  in  Ireland^  where  they 
were  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  in  Eng- 
land.— That  though  the  imperial  Grown  of  this 
realm  was  annexed  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
yet  being  a  distinct  dominion,  none  could  de- 
termine with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  it,  but 
such  as  were  authoriKcd,  by  its  known  laws 
and  enstoms,  or  the  express  consent  of  the 
King — ^that  it  was  an  innovation  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's  prerogative,  and  a  grievance  to  his  Irish 
subjects,  for  any  court  of  judicature  to  de- 
clare, that  in  appealing  to  his  Majesty^s  Par- 
liament here,  they  did  not  bring  tlieir  cause 
l)efore  a  competent  judicature.— They  then  state 
the  pernicious  consequences  of  this  usurped 
jurisdiction  of  the  British  Peers  with  spirit 
and  perspicuity;  and  in  conclusion,  they  in- 
form his  Majesty,  that  to  prevent  Esther  Sher- 
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Parliaaeat,  hb  deputy  receiver  had  paid  her  th» 
sum  of  above  eighteen  hundred  pounds,  the  re. 
payment  of  which  money  was  expected  from  Oov- 
emmeat : — 

That  these  proceedings  of  the  English  Lprds  had 
greatly  embarrassed  his  Parliament  of  Ireland; 
disgusted  the  generality  of  bis  loyal  subjects ;  and 
must  of  necessity  expose  all  Sheriffs  and  officers  of 
Justice  to  the  greatest  hardships,  by  this  interfer- 
ence of  different  jurisdictions ;  thej^th^refore  hope, 
his  Majesty  will  justify  the  steps  they  have  tal^en, 
for  supporting  his  prerogative,  and  the  just  rights 
and  liberties .  of  themselves  and  their  fellow  sub* 
jects. 

The  representation,  and  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  Ireland,  concerning  appeals,  being- 
transmitted  to  his  Majesty,  pursuant  to  an  address> 
for  that  purpose,  were  laid  before  the  British  House 
of  Lords ;  who,  instead  of  departing  from  the  line 
of  conduct  they  had  adopted  with  respect  to  this 
Country — the  injustice  of  which  M^as  here  placed 
in  a  clear  and  striking  light,  they  resolved,  that 
the  Barons  of  the  Irish  Exchequer  had  acted  accor- 
ding to  law,  and  with  fidelity  to  the  Crown  of  Eng* 
land ;  and  they  also  supplicated  His  Majesty  to 
confer  on  them  some  mark  of  his  Royal  favour,  to 
compensate  for  the  unjust  censure  and  imprisonment 
they  sustained. 

Having  thus  far  interposed  in  favour  of  tiiese 
apostates  from  virtue  and  the  cause  of  their  country,, 
the  English  Peers  enacted  a  Bill,  ^^  for  the  better' 
securing  the  dependancy  of  Ireland  on  the  Crown 
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of  Great  Britain,^^  which  also  parsed  the  Cem- 
mons^  by  a  large  majority,  and  was  couflrmed  into 
a  iaw,  by  the  Royal  assent. 

Every  Irishman  shonid  be  acquainted  with  all 
the  parts  of  this  chain,  passed  to  annihilate  the  pri- 
vileges of  our  constitution. — It  was  as  follows  : — 
'^  Whereas  attempts  have  been  lately  made  to  shake 
off  the  subjection  of  Ireland  upon  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  this  realm — which  will  be  of  dangerous 
consequences  to  Gh*eat  Britain  and  Ireland :  And 
whereas  the  Lords  of  Ireland,  in  order  thereto, 
have  of  late,  against  law,  assumed  to  themselvee  a 
power  and  jurisdiction  to  examine,  correct,  and 
amend,  the  judgment  and  decrees  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  therefore,  for 
the  better  securing  of  the  dependancy  of  Ireland 
upon  the  Grown  of  Great  Britain,  may  it  please 
your  Majesty,  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  and  enacted,  by  the  king's  most 
excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
And  Commons,  in  the  present  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
that  the  said  kingdom  of  Ireland  hath  beeU| 
and  of  right  ought  to  be,  subordinate  unto 
and  dependant  upon  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  as  being  inseparably  annexed 
and  united  thereunto ;  and  that  the  King's  Ma^ 
jesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled,  hath 
liad  of  right,  and  ought  to  have  full  power 
and    authority  to   make  laws,  and  statutes,    of 
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sdfteient  force  and  validity^  to  bind  the  people 
and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

^^  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  and  declared,  by 
the  anthority  aforesaki,  that  the  House  of 
Lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of  right  ought 
to  have,  any  jurisdiction,  to  judge,  affirm,  or  re- 
verse any  judgment,  sentence,  or  decree,  given 
or  made  in  any  court  within  the  same  kingdom ; 
and  that  all  proceedings  before  the  said  House 
of  Lords,  upon  any  such  judgment,  sentence^ 
or  decree,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatever.^' 

Thus  did  the  British  Parliament,  by  this  extra* 
ordinary  statute,  attempt  to  cast  a  veil  over  the 
iniquity  of  its  former  usurpations,  to  sanctify  in- 
justice, and  to  rob  of  their  constitutional  privileges^ 
under  the  claim  of  a  pretended  right,  three  miU 
lions  of  freemen? 

Notwithstanding  the  degraded  state  of  sub- 
jection to  which  the  Irish  Parliament  were  re^ 
duced,  such  a  spirit  of  opposition  was  raised 
among  the  pebple,  in  ±7^^  against  a  measure 
favoured  hj  the  ruling  party,  that  the  British 
cabinet  thought  it  prudent  to  relinquish  the 
business.  Until  then,  from  the  encroaching  act 
of  the  British  Parliament,  few  matters  worth 
notice  occurred. — Precluded  from  the  benefits  of 
industry,  by  restricting  laws,  the  people  were  so 
miserably  poor,  that  the  famous  Jonathan  Swift^ 
Dean  of  Saint  Patrick's,  a  real  lover  of  his 
country,  declared,  that  he  ^^  rejoiced  at  a  mor< 
tality  as  a  blessing  to  individuals  and  the  pub* 
lie."    The  same  system  of  administration  which 
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had  been  adopted  in  the  reign  of  William^  contin- 
ued through  this  period,  and  long  after  it---* 
The  Catholics  were  reduced  to  a  poUtieal  non- 
existence by  tlie  Irish  Fafrliatnent^  and  the  Irish 
nation  to  a  very  low  state  of  permanent  weakness 
by  the  PafKament  of  *  Britain. — ^The  Yieeroy^ 
nominally  vested  with  the  executive  government^ 
eam&  commonly  for  a  short  time,  once  in  two 
years,  leaving  the  real  power  to  Lords  Justices^ 
who  were  principally  occupied  in  consolidating  an 
aristocratic  influence  for  effectuating  the  pland 
of  the  British*'  Cabinet.  As  in  the  councils 
by  which  Ireland  was  governed,  its  prosperity 
was  manifestly  no  object,  a  number  of  men,  real 
friends  to  their  country's  welfare,  formed  a  party, 
called  the  patriots^  to  oppose  the  ministry.  The 
soul  of  this  party  was  Swift,  whose  writings  exei- 
ted  in  many  of  bis  countrymen  a  sense  of  theiv 
situation  and  true  interests ;.  the  first  success  of 
which,  was  the  defeating  of  a  job  favoured  by  the 
ministry. 

To  remedy  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
tite  scarcity  of  copper  money  in  Ireland,  instead 
of  a  coinage  from  the  royal  mint,^  which  hai 
been ,  repeatedly  solicited^  a  royal  patent  was 
granted  to  William  Wood,  an  Englishman,  for 
the  coinage  of  halfpence  and  farthings,  to  the 
value  of  108,0002.  for  circulation  in  this  king* 
dom. — Such  an  indignity  would  probably  have 
been  submitted  to,  had  he  executed  his  trust 
Avitii  fidelity;  but  it  seemed  the  intention  of  this 
man  to  consult  merely  his  own  emolument. — He 
made  his  halfpence  of  such  base  metal,  and  :.o 
»<inall>    that    a    sbillifig   of  them    was    scarcely 
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wortb  a  penny^.  Of  these  large  qaaniiiies  wera 
sent  over ; — brads  money  multiplied  beyond  all  pro* 
portion ;  it  was  not  only  nsed  in  change^  but  ae- 
eonnts  in  general  were  likely  to  be  paid  in  it. 
Wood  might  paur  clandestinely  into  Uie  kingdom 
a  greater  quantity  than  his  patent  authorized ;  for- 
eigners might  counterfeit  the  stamp,  and  swell  the 
inundation  of  base  metal ;  and  when  this  medium 
should  inevitably  sink  in  exchange  to  its  real 
value^  the  entire  loss  must  fall  upon  the  pec^le . 
of  Ireland. 

The  spirit  of  the  nation  was  at  length  roused  at 
the  iniquity  of  the  job ;  and  men  of  all  ranks  labour- ' 
ed  with  united  eflbrts  to  remedy  an  evil  which  alrea- 
dy  began  to  be  sensibly  felt. 

Addresses  to  His  Majesty  against  the  patent 
were  voted  by  the  Irish  Parliament;  he  was 
likewise  addressed,  on  the  same  subject,  by 
mt)st  of  the  city  corporations. — ^The  Grand  Jury 
of  the  Gounty  of  Dublin  presented,  as  ene- 
mies to  Government,  all  those  who  should  at^ 
tempt  to  put  tlus  base  coin  into'  circulation. — 
At  Quarter  Session  the  country  gentlemen 
declared  against  it,  almost  unanimously — ^nor 
was  it  surprising,  that  an  attempt  to  serve  an 
individual,  a  foreigner,  a  man  destitute  of  prin- 
ciple, to  the  ruin  of  thousands  aud  the  injury  of 
the  community,  should  excite  general  indignation. 

Wood,  instead  of  relinquishing  a  scheme^ 
the  baseness  of  which  appeared  in  a  glaring  point 
of  view,  used  every  means  to  support  it.  By  the 
influence  of  his  friends,  the  English  Privy  Council 
published  a  report,  in  approbation  of  the  coin,  and 
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severe  condemnatioii  of  the  Irish  Parliaments^ 
address.  After  the  minds  of  the  people  had  been 
agitated  a  year  by  this  disagreeable  affair,  the 
King,  by  the  advice  of  the  Irish  Pri^^y  Council,  re- 
voked the  patent,  and  thus  allayed  the  general  dis- 
content. 

Of  those  who  opposed  the  iniquitous  im- 
position of  Wood's  base  money,  Dean  Swift  was 
particularly  distinguished ;  his  DrapierSs  Letters, 
in  which,  with  so  much  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
with  so  much  force  and  perspicuity,  he  pointed  out 
the  nature  and  consequences  of  this  pernicious  de- 
sign,  were  of  singular  use ;  and  his  cduntry  still 
gratefully  remembers  this  noble  effort  of  his  patri- 
otism. He  was,  however,  in  danger  of  suffering 
deeply  in  the  cause ;  for  in  these  days  of  servitude, 
Irishmen  bad  not  even  the  privilege  to  complain* 
For  the  author  of  the  Drapier's  Letters,  Govern- 
ment offered  a  reward  of  8002. ;  however,  not  an 
individual  could  be  found  so  base  as  to  prostitute 
his  conscience,  and  to  dishonour  his  country'',  for  the 
sake  of  this  inglorious  bribe.  He  remained  undis- 
covered ;  the  printer  was  then  prosecuted ;  here 
likewise,  the  tyranny  of  Government  was  disappoint- 
ed of  its  aim,  he  was  acquitted  by  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  jury. 

The  statutes  and  Parliamentary  acts,  which 
took  place  a  short  time  previous  to  those  tran&* 
actions,  show  the  principle  on  which  the  Irish 
Government  conducted  themselves  towards  the 
people,  in  return  for  their  unshaken  loyalty  to 
the  House  of  Brunswick.  In  I710  the  Parlia- 
ment passed   an  act,    for    exempting    the    Pro^ 
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testant  disventers  fi-om  ceftaia  penalties^  to 
vrhicli  they  were  (in  conuaon  with  the  Catholics) 
subject^  ^^  ia  order^  as  the  preamble  sayg,  to 
uoite  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  in  in- 
terest and  affection;'' — Thns,  were  the  Catholics 
unjustly  excluded  from  this  bond'  of  mutual  af« 
feetion  and  interest — The  Duke  of  Bolton,  then 
Lord  Lieutenant^  when  closing  the  session,  re- 
commended ^'  an  union  in  interest  and  ejection 
among  all  his  Majestfs  stdfjects.^^ — ^Unfortu- 
nately for  the  Catholics,  the  words  of  the  sta- 
tute were  operative  and  lasting;  those  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant;  insidious,  false  and  tran- 
sient. 

The  same  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  opening  the 
session,  in  i7^^9  recommended  ParKament, 
though  no  shadow  of  disloyalty  could  be  aflBxed 
to  the  Catholics,  <^to  strengthen  the  Protests 
aat  religion,  •  by  providing  laws,  and  enforcing  ^ 
those  in  existence  against  Popish  priests  be- 
ing in  the  kingdom."  Removed  as  we  now 
fortunately .  are  out  of  that  medium  of  bigotry^ 
and  fanaticism,  which  distorted  the  views  of 
those  who  moved  in  it^  it  appears  difficult  to  be- 
lieve  that  the  Commons,  in  17S3,  amongst 
other  cruel  and  oppressive  acts,  could,  in  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery,  unan. 
imously^  adopt  a  clause,  for  castrating  every 
Catholic  clergyman  that  should  be  found  in 
the  realm ! — This  bill  was  presented  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  15th  of  November, 
17S3,  and  the  Commons  most  earnestly  re« 
quested  his  Grace,  to  recommend  the  same  in 
the    most  e^ectual    manner   to  Hie    Majesty. — 
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It  was  transmitted  to  England^  and^  for  the  bou-' 
our  of  humanity^  there  suppressed  with  be- 
coming indignation.^ — The  Lord  Lieutenant^ 
on  proroguing  the  Parliament,  consoled  them 
for  the  loss  of  their  favourite  bill ;  recommended 
a  more  vigorous  execution  of  the  penal  laws 
against  the  Catholics;  and  promised  them  that 
he  would  contribute  his  part  towards  the  proven* 
tion  of  the  growing  evil — ^Popery. 

Lord  Gartaret,  who  convened  the  Parliament 
ia  1785,  retained  the  Viceroyalty  till  1731,  but 
the  chief  manager  of  the  Irish  Government^ 
from  1724»,  was  Boulter,  the  Primate  of  Ire- 
land, whose  primary  object  it  appears,  from  the 
publication  of  his  letters,  was  to  maintain  the  as- 
cendancy  of  an  English  interest^  with  little  or  no 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  governed.-^ 
A  line  of  distinction  was  drawn  betwixt  the 
BngUsh  and  the  Irish  interest,  and  all  the  arts 
of  political  intrigue  were  made  use  of  to  sup- 
port the  former,  in  opposition  to  the  latter. — 
The  most  assiduous  care  was  taken  to  fill  all 
the  great  offices  of  state  with  Englishmen ;  lest 
if  they  were  occupied  by  those  of  this  country,  op. 
position  to  the  measures  of  Ministry  should  be  made 
in  favour  of  our  privileges. 

The  high  dignity,  and  large  emoluments, 
which  Boulter  enjoyed  in  Ireland,  might  have 
interested  him  in  its  honour  and  prosperity. — 
Instead  of  this,  influenced  by  the  prejudices  he 
brought    over    with    him     from     England,    and 

*  Some  hislorianft  al tribute  flie  failure  of  the  Bill  (o  the 
humune  interference  of  Cardinal  Fieiiry  with  Mr.  Walpole. 
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by  tbe  pvineiples  of  a  complete  courtier^  he 
entered  into  and  supported^  with  warmth,  the 
views  of  Government,  most  prejudicial  to  it — 
yet  in  private  life  he  was  most  amiably  dis- 
tinguished by  his  benevolence,  generosity,  and 
many  acts  of  charity  and  compassion;  while, 
as  a  Minister,  he  paid  little  regard  to  the  rights  of 
the  nation. 

In  the  Administration  of  the  Duke  of  Dor- 
set, who  succeeded  Lord  Cartaret  in  17^1,  the 
strength  of  the  patriots  appears  to  have  been  in- 
creasing*  as  a  question  of  considerable  import- 
ance was  determined  in   favour    of  the  people. 

When,  in  the  year  17 1^^  apprehensions  were 
entertained  of  a  design  upon  the  kingdom 
having  been  formed  by  the  friends  of  the  Pre- 
tender, the  House  of  Commons  passed  a  vote 
of  credit  to  Government  to  a  considerable  amount. 
This  laid  the  foundation  of  our  national  debl^ 
which  in  a  few  years  increased  to  upwards  of 
200,000{. ;  for  the  payment  of  the  principal,  as 
well  as  the  interest  of  this  debt,  supplies  were 
voted,  session  from  session,  by  the  Commons. 

During  the  late  Administration,  the  friends 
of  Government  moved  in  the  House,  that  this 
fund  should  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  and  successors,  for  ever,  redeemable  by 
Parliament. 

The  patriots  insisted,  and  carried  their  point, 
that  it  was  .  unconstitutional,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  public  safety,  to  grant  it  for  a  longer 
term  than  from  session  to  session. 

4n  attempt  was  now  made  to   vest  it  in  the 
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Crown  for  twenty-one  years.  When  the  nSnxt 
came  to  be  agitated^  the  strength  of  tht^  Mi- 
nisterialists and  Gountry  party  was  exactly  equal ; 
but  immediately  previous  to  the  vote^  Colonel 
Tottenham^  who  had  ridden  post  on  the  occasion, 
arrived  barely  in  time  to  determine,  by  his  vote, 
the  question  against  Government. — His  zeal  on 
this  occasion  for  the  public  good  was  long  re- 
membered with  gratitude ;  and  from  the  then 
novelty  of  coming  to  Parliament  in  boots^ 
which  he  %vas  compelled  to  do  by  the  urgency 
of  the  question,  <^  Tottenham  in  boots^'^  became 
a  favourite  toast. 

Several  years  subsequent  to  the  administration 
of  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  afford  nothing  worthy 
of  notice  in  the  history  of  this  Country.— ^In 
1754,  Lord  Chesterfield  was,  contrary  to  the 
real  inclination  of  the  Monarch,  whose  favour- 
i'te  errors  in  politics  he  had  opposed,  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  at  a  dangerous  juncture,  when 
in  the  midst  of  an  ifhsuccessful  war  against  France 
and  Spain,  an  alarming  rebellion  had  been 
raised  in  Scotland,  in  favour  of  Charles  Ed- 
ward Stuart,  son  of  the  Pretender. — ^The  ad- 
ministration of  this  highly  polished,  liberal,  and 
enlightened  Nobleman^  was  a  kind  of  pheno- 
menon in  Irish  history. 

Vested  with  ample  powers,  he  acted  from 
his  own  judgment,  uninfluenced  by  the  conn- 
cils  of  those  \^ho,  to  prevent  an  imaginary,  might 
have  excited  a  real  rebellion,  by  violent  mea- 
*i\\vcs  against  Catholics,  the  bulk  of  the  nation. 
— He  discountiinanccd  all  party  distinction  ;    he 
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Bxtended  the  fall  protectioii  of  the  laws  to 
Catholies,  and  displayed  full  confidence  in  their 
peaceable  demeanour. 

.  Before  his  arrival^  those  in  power  had  shut 
up  their  chapels  in  Dublin ;  their  priests  wei-e 
commanded  by  proclamation  to  leave  the  king. 
dom. — Such  as  disobeyed  were  cast  into  prison^ 
and  threatened  with  greater  punishment  These 
severities  were  offensive  to  Lord  Chesterfield — 
his  system  of  policy,  was  not  founded  in  par- 
tial views  of  human  nature^  or  in  those  con- 
tracted  sentiments  suggested  by  religious  big- 
otry. — ^It  received  no  tincture  from  the  violence 
of  a  party  spirit,  by  which  the  judgment  is 
perverted^  and  restraints  are  imposed  on  the  kind 
impulses  of  humanity.  Convinced  that  harsh 
treatment  alienates  the  heart,  but  that  gentle 
usage  inspires  coufidenice  and  gains  the  affec- 
tions, he  permitted  to  the  Koman  Catholics 
the  free  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  religion, 
knowing  that  the  Irish,  above  all  people,  are 
to  be  gained  by  confidence,  kindness,  and  libe- 
rality. The  accusations  that  prejudice  brought 
against  them,  the  rumours  of  plots  and  insur- 
rections designed  by  them,  he  listened  to  with 
calm  indifference,  or  treated  with  ridicule. — 
All  parties  ultimately  concurred  in  admiring 
the  wisdom  and  public  virtues  of  this  excel- 
lent Viceroy,  and  cheerfully  contributed  their 
efforts  to  render  his  GoveA'ument  easy  and  agree- 
able. In  parliament,  business  went  smoothly  \ 
forwards;  resting  the  support  of  his  adminis- 
tration on   its    rectitude,    he   abstained   from    the 
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versionary  grants.      The  supply   asked  by    him 
was  moderate^  collected  with  ease^  and  managed 
with  ceconomy ;  and  the  surplus  which  remained 
was     applied  to   the   improvement  of  Cork  har- 
hour. — Instead   of  raising  new  regiments,  or  de- 
manding   troops  from  Britain^   he  sent  four  bat. 
talions  to  reinforce  the  royal    army  in  Scotland  ; 
supplying  their  place  with   additional  companies 
to   the  regiments  already    on   the   establishment^ 
and   encouraging    volunteer    associations  for   de- 
fence ;    without    augmenting   the    public     expen- 
diture,   the  influence     of    the    Grown^    his    own 
patronage,  or  his  private  emolument. — The   wis- 
dom   of  his  administration   was   verified  by    the 
result;    no  external  enemy  disturbed  the  public 
peace,   a  profound    tranquillity    reigned    in    Ire- 
land, not  a  man  espoused  the  Pretender's  cause, 
while  in    Scotland  thousands  were  in  ^rms  under 
his  banners,  and   for   a  time  seemed  to  threaten 
the   overthrow    of    the    Protestant  establishment 
in  England. 

The  boon  to  Ireland  of  such  a  governor,  as 
it  had  been  extorted  from  the  British  Cabinet, 
by  the  necessity  of  circumstances,  was  recalled 
as  soon  as  that  necessity  ceased ;  nine  days 
after  the  celebrated  battle  of  CuUoden,  the 
amiable  Stanhope  departed  from  this  kingdom, 
followed  by  the  regret,  the  prayers,  and  good 
wishes  of  a  crowd  of  attending  and  sorrowful 
spectators ;  to  perpetuate  his  virtues  and  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation,  his  bust  was  placed  in 
tlie  castle  of  Dublin,  at  tlie  public  expense. 
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Under  Lord  Ghesterfield'g  goverament,  the 
contest  between  English  and  Irish  interest 
happily  lay  dormant ;  but  after  these  halcyon 
days,  it  revived  in  full  force ;  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  the  former  devolved  from  Primate 
BoaUer  to  Primate  Hoadly^  and  from  him,  in 
17479  to  his  successor  George  Stone,  promoted 
from  the  see  of  Berry;  haughty,  determined, 
and  devoted  to  his  party,  this  prelate  scrupled 
^t  no  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
purpose  ;  and  regardless  of  his  pastoral  duties, 
and  solely  intent  on  politics,  he  sacrificed  re* 
li^on  and  morality  to  the  confirming  and 
gaining  of  adlierents.  His  chief  opponent,  as 
leader  of  the  patriots,  was  Henry  Boyle,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Shannon. 

About  this  period,  a  political  question  was 
started  in  Ireland,  and  carried  with  extraordinary 
virulence  by  the  contending  parties,  and  which 
called  forth  into  public  view  a  character  conspi- 
cuously  and  eminently  distinguished.  To  increase 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  innovations  were 
made  in  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  by  depriving 
the  Commons  of  the  power  of  choosing  the  city 
magistrates,  and  placing  it  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen; subject  in  its  exercise,  upon  each  elec- 
tion, to  the  approbation  of  the  Chief  Governor 
and  Privy  Council.  Charles  Lucas,  an  apothe- 
cary,  anxious  for  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  into 
whose  Common  Council  he  was  admitted,  pro- 
ceeded to  inquire  whether  other  encroachments 
had  not  been  made  on  the  rights  of  his   fellow 
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to  justify  them.— Having  satisfied  himself^  by 
diligently  searching  their  ancient  records^  that 
iiis  apprehensions  were  well  founded^  he  pub- 
lished his  discoveries;  the  consequence  of  which 
wa.s  a  violent  contest  between  the  Commons  and 
Aldermen^  and  the  former  struggled  in  vain  to 
regain  their  lost  privileges.  The  exertions  of 
Lucas^  iu  every  stage  of  the  business,  rendered 
him  so  respectable  among  his  fellow  citizens^ 
that^  on  the  death  of  Sir  James  Sommerville,  he 
was  encouraged  to  declare  himself,  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  in  Parliament ;  and  particularly  distin- 
guished himself,  not  only  by  the  boldness  of 
his  speeches,  but  still  more  so,  by  a  number  of 
addresses  to  his  countrymen;  in  some  of  these 
he  particularly  considered  the  several  branches 
of  the  Constitution,  and  pointed  out  the  en- 
croachments of  the  British  legislature;  Govern- 
ment, alarmed  at  his  boldness,  determined  to 
crush  him ;  and  the  most  obnoxious  passages  were 
selected  from  his  writings,  and  made  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  inquiry.^— The  Commons  voted 
him  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  addressed  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  an  order  to  prosecute  him^ 
by  the  Attorney-general.  The  universal  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  c^uld  not  screen  him  from 
ministerial  vengeance;  he  was  driven  from  Ire- 
land ;  but  having  spent  some  years  in  banish- 
ment, he  returned  to  his  country  on  the  death  of 
the  late  King,  and  offered  himself  as  a  candi- 
date for  (he  city  of  Dublin;  being  again  elected^ 
he  continued  to  distinguish  himself  by  the  same 
viduous  principles,  for  which  he  had  been  from 
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the  beginnuig  bo  remarkable;  and  died  wi]tli  tke 
character  he  bad  preserved  through  life^  of  the  in- 
eorruptiUe  Loeas. 

In  the  year  17^3^  ft  memorable  contest  took 
place  between  GoverDment  and  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, relative  to  previous  ctnisent.  As  the  repre^ 
sentatives  of  the  people  impose  the  taxes  requisite 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  State^  they  con- 
sidered it  their  right  to  superintend  the  expend  i- 
tore ;  in  order,  if  there  should  be  a  deficiency,  to 
supply  it ;  if  a  surplus,  to  place  it  to  the  credit  of 
the  nation^  and  apply  it,  by  bill,  for  the  public  ad- 
vantage. This  they  did,  not  as  a  matter  of  favour 
or  of  courtesy,  but  by  an  authority,  which  they  had 
hitherto  exercised  without  any  impediment,  and 
which  necessarily  and  plainly  resulted  from  the 
trust  reposed  in  them.  In  this  year  a  considerable 
som,  after  the  demands  of  Government  were  an- 
swered, remained  in  the  treasury,  and  the  Gom- 
mons  framed  a  bill,  in  the  usual  manner,  for  apply- 
ing a  competent  part  towards  the  payment  of  the 
notional  debt.  The  Duke  of  Dorset,  then  Lord 
Lieutenant,  told  the  Parliament,  that  his  Majesty 
^^  consented,  and  recommended  to  them  to  apply 
it  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt."  As 
this  implied  a  right  inherent  in  His  Majesty  to 
dispose  of  the  money  m  he  thought  proper,  the 
proposal  was  accounted  an  invasion  of  the  pvi- 
vileges  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  no  notice 
was  taken  of  the  direction  given  by  Dorset,  but 
the  bill  was  sent  over  to  England  as  usual, 
without  any  notice  taken  of  His  Majesty ^s  con- 
^ent :  there,  however,  this  very  material  alteration 
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iiia»  made,  fiiid  the  word  cdnfiint  iutroduqed  into  it. 
The  Commoas  at  this  time  did  not  oppose  so  esr 
sential  an  alteration  ;  but  next  year,  on  its  being 
repeated,  the  bill  was  rejected.  Opvernment  wa« 
now  at  the  utmost  pains  to  defend  the  measure  thejr 
had  adopted ;  and  the  press  teemed  with  their 
pamphlets  in  justification  of  what  tbey  had  done  ; 
the  controversy,  however,  was  terminated  by  JBLis 
Majesty,  by  his  letters  patent,  taking  the  mqney 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  dispute  out  of  the 
treasury. 

To  increase  the  discontent,  occasioned  by  with- 
drawing  the  public  money  from  Ireland,  the  favour- 
ites  of  the  popular  cause  who  held  places  under 
Government,  were  shortly  displaced,  and  the  Pri- 
mate was  urgent  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  carry 
the  plan  to  a  more  extensive  execution ;  the  patri- 
ots or  oppositionists  were  studiously  represented 
to  the  King  as  a  Jacobite  and  Popish  party,  aiming 
at  the  expulsion  of  His  Majesty  from  the  throne. 
To  counteract  such  proceedings,  the  Earl  of  Kil- 
dare  presented  a  memorial  to  His  Majesty,  sta- 
ting the  distressed  and  embarrassed  situation  of 
the  country ;  that  the  face  of  the  loyal  kingdom  of 
Ireland  wore  discontent,  "  not  coloured  from 
caprice  or  faction,  but  purely  founded  on  mi- 
nisterial misapplication/'  This  strong  though 
necessary  measure  gave  great  offence  to  the 
Ministry;  but  the  good  of  his  country  was  at 
once  its  motive  and  justification;  nor  did  it  ulti- 
mately lose  its  effect  upon  Utie  King ;  the 
popular  cjamour  was  at  length  so  loud,^  that 
flie    Ticeroy     became  alarmed  for   his  personal 
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«tcuri^^  and  retired  from  the  kiDgdom,  as  if  tie 
*«rere  making  his  escape. 

The  Marqnis  i>f  Huntington  was  created  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  1799-~Primate  Stone  was  removed 
from  the  Privy  Council,  by  order  of  the  King — 
Boyle,  the  great  leader  of  the  opposition,  was 
created  Earl  of  Shannon,  with  a  pension  of 
S0U02.  ayear;  and  John  Ponsonby  was  appoint* 
ed  Speaker  in  his  room ;  and  several  others  of 
the  patriot  party  were  appointed  to  lucrative  em- 
ploymeots,  and  most  of  those  who  were  dis- 
placed for  favouring  the  popular  cause,  were  with 
honour  reinstated. — Loud  as  was  the  cry  of  pa- 
triotism, firm  as  was  the  stand  made  by  the 
patriots  of  1793,  against  the  encroachments  of 
an  English  interest,  yet  lamentable  is  it  to  re- . 
fleet,  that  when  the  boasted  purity  of  those 
patriots  was  called  into  action  by  their  appoint- 
ments, the  majority  of  them  became  as  recreant 
from  the  cave  of  civil  freedom  and  legislative 
independence,  as  the  most  venal  prostitutes  to 
systematic  corruption. — ^Their  unwillingness  to 
promote  the  real  independence  of  their  country, 
appears  from  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  brought  into 
the  House  in  1736,  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
parliament,  by  vacating  the  seats  of  such  mem- 
bers as  should  accept  any  pension  or  civil  of« 
fice  of  profit  from  the  Crown. — A  spirit  more 
patriotic  appeared  in  another  question;  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the 
public  accounts  in  1767^  resolutions  were  voted 
in  disapprobation  of  pensions  improperly  granted 
on  the  civil  establishment,  the  amount  of  which 
exceeded  40;000{.  annually,  of  which  a  consider- 
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able  patt  was  ^en  tof  personer  noti  residing  in 

Ireland.    Tlie  Commons  abo*  witki  their  S^ei^er 

waited!  on   the   Lord^  Liettti^nant,    tlie  9nke    of 

Bedford^  with  a  request  that  he  wonldj  lay  their 

resolution^   before    the  King;   and    received*  foit 

answer,   tliai  *^  the    matters    eootained   in  these 

resolutions  wer&  of  such  a*  nature,  that  he  eouU 

not  suddenly    determine    whether   the    transmit* 

ting  them   to    bis  Mejesty    would    be   proper/*' 

Asn   adjournment    and   consequent    suspension   of 

public  business,    till    satisfactory   answer  shonld 

Be  given  by  the  Viceroy,   was'  carried    liy  tiie 

popular  party ;  who,  after  a   warm  debate^  out* 

voted  the  coartfer*  by  twenty-one    voices*.     Oif 

this    determination    of    the    controversy,.  w4iieh 

was  virtually   a  questibn^  whether  the  great  re« 

presentative   body  of  the   nation    should  be  dte*. 

prived  of  aeeesst  to*  the  Throne,   by  ministerial 

influence,   the   Lord   Lieutenant  sent  a  message 

to  the  Hbuse,  that  its  resolntiens  diould  her  in* 

mediately    forwarded    to    the*  king. — 'It   is    but 

justice  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  state^  that  he 

was  the  first  Chief  Governor    who    ventured  to 

profess   a    favourable    opinion    of    the    Rtimaa 

Catholics.    Under  his  government,  did    the  first 

d^wn  of  toleration    break  in  upon  that  suffering 

people,  and  to  his  administration  must  be  allowed 

the  merit  of  having  first  restored  animation  to  the 

members  of  that  paralyzed  bodyv  which  has  sinoe 

acquired  such  health,  vigour,  and' strength  ofcon^ 

stitution,  under  the  benign  reign  of'  his  present 

Majesty. 

Ireland,  which   for  a  period  of  nearly  seventy 
years  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peaco,  raffiired$ 


in  1340^  an  iBOMsidaniblewv&waii^Craiii  ft  Aireigyi 
enemy/  Tlie  |^lw  of mvesAaQ^fitrr^Miged  by  Fo^oe^ 
tmfi  fomnidabky  botb  Arcmi  the  grfeataess  pf  the  ar- 
mameiiit  and  ffiom  the  ability  Mritb  ^ilwifa  it  waa 
tioncenled  ;«^ad^rse  wlo^fi^  and  (lie  abilUy  ol  Bir 
Skyward  Ua/wOie^  aeeoadad  ^y  >lbe  .bdrav/^ry  of  tbe 
AeetQttder  hie  command,  fruatrftled  tbaw  deaignaj 
Ihe  littk  squadron  tof  TbiH*ot  akme  veiM^hed  tba 
Irish iceaat,  but-its  oondition  araa  leeble  And  its  f^r- 
ione  diaaatpous. 

•f  be  early  part  of  tiie  reign  af  0eotge  m.  was 
di^nHied  by  the  Tiatngs  of  several  ^umnUaoQa 
mobs,  who,  under  the  appellation  of  White- boys, 
Oak*boye,  and  Hearts  of  Steel,  rioteosly  retorted 
to  arm84  to  free  themselves  from  the  misery  of  op. 
pression  and  poverty  under  which  tibey  labour* 
^y-^^TbB  attention  of  Ooverament  was  more 
Gcenpied  in  quelling  the  disturbanees  than  in  re* 
moving  the  eatrses  which  occasioned  them;  the 
army  aoon  anbdned  tliem^-^tbe  exeeutioaer  perf6i*m* 
ed  his  duty,  and  the  country  was  restored  to  tran- 
qaillUy ;  but  as  no  efforts  w^^re  iaken  to  ameliorate 
tlie  condition  of  the  people,  tbeir  contioual  distres- 
aes  drove  thousands  of  tliem  to  seek  a  better  for- 
tone  in  America. 

Daring  the  administration  of  Lord  Townsend^ 
in  17689  a  very  material  alteration  took  place  in 
tbe  duration  of  Parliament,  which  tended  very- 
eouftiderably  to  promote  the  independence  of 
lreland.-~At  this  period  a  bill  was  prepared,  and 
«ent  over  to  England,  by  which  it  was  enacted^ 
that  the  Irish  Parliaments  thenceforth  should  be 
held  «very  seven  year^,  and  it  was  returned  with 
the   addition  of  one  year^  and  from  that    period 
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the  ParlUmeDtg  of  this  eouotry  irete  oeteniiiid^^ 
previous  to  th&i,  the  duration .  of  Pa? liam^t  dent 
peuded  on  the  will  of  the  Sovereign;  thus^  froili 
the  moment  of  their  election,  the  members  *beik 
came  independent  of  the  people,  and  under  Vtit 
rellned  improvements  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole^ 
in  the  management  of  Parliamentary  interest,  tb^ 
seduction  became  too  powerful  for  most  men,  when 
they  were  at  liberty  to  treat  for  life* — ^The  patriote 
anticipated  the  cure  of  venality  in  the  frequency 
of  their  Parliaments,  and  the  people  bailed  the 
welcome  return  of  their  power  and  controul  ovet 
their  representatives.  The  affairs  of  Ireland  new 
began  to  draw  towards  that  crisis,  which  ultime^'^ 
ly  effected  the  revolution  in  favour  of.  the  libevtiefr 
of  the  people. 

In  177^9  ^he  difficulties  under  which  the  wbirfa 
nation  laboured,    began  to  be  so  severely    felt, 
that  an  address  on  the  subject  was  presented  hiy 
the  Commons  to- Lord  Harcourt,  then  Govemoti 
of    Ireland;-    in  this    they   tolid  him,   that  they«> 
hoped  he  would  lay  before  the  King  the  state  of 
Ireland,  restricted   in    its    commerce,    from  tber 
short-sighted    policy  of    former    times,    to    the 
great  injury  of  the  kingdom  and  the  advantagei 
of  the   rivals,    if    not  the    enemies,    of    Great 
Britain.     This  representation  to  the  Lord  Lieu*^ 
tenant  produced  no  effect,  and  Ireland  for  sotne* 
years  longer  continued  to  groan  under  the  bur- 
den  of  intolerable  restrictions ;    these,  had   priuh 
cipally  taken   place  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 
At  tliis  time  it   was  enacted,    that  beef  or    live 
cattle   should    not    be    exported     to    England; 
neither   were   the  commodities  of  Ireland  to  ba- 
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6!K|ioiitBd  to  the  America^  eoloaies,  nor  Ame'- 
ri«aa  goods  to  be  imported  to  any  port  ift 
ireiaod^  without  Hut  anloading^  them  in  some 
pott  of  England  or  Wales; — all  trade  with 
Adia  wa«  excluded^  by  charters  granted  to  par- 
tteular  companies;  and  restrictions  were  im- 
posed upon  almost  every  valuable  article  of 
commerce  sent  to  the  different  ports  of  Europe. 
Towards  the  end*  of  King  William's  reign^  an 
absolute*  prohibition  was  lafd  on  thb  exportation 
of  Irish  wool;  other  restrictions  conspired  to 
augment  the  national  calamity^  but  that  which 
was  most  sensibly  felt,  took  place  in  177^- ' 
There  had  hitherto  been  expoirted  annually  to 
America,  large  quantities  of  Irish  linens;  thL» 
very  considerable  source  of  national  advantage 
WM<  now  shut  up,  under  the  pretence  of  render- 
ing it  more  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  be  sup- 
plied with  the  means  of  subsistence,  but  in 
reality  ic  enable  a  few  rapacious  English  con« 
traetors  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  Ati  embargo^ 
wasv  laid  upon  the  exportation  of  provisions  fromr 
Ireland,  by  an  unconstitutional  stretch  of  pre- 
rogative ;  remittances  to  England,  on  various 
accounts,  particularly  for  the  payment  of  our^ 
forces  abroad,  were  more  than  usually,  consider^ 
able. — ^These  immediate  causes  being  oombined 
mAth  those  which  were  invariable  and  perma- 
nent, produced  in  this  country  very  calamitous^ 
efftots;  black  cattle  fell  very  considerably,  and 
yet  customers  could  not  be  had ; — the  price  of 
wool  was  reduced  in  a  still  greater  proportion: 
rjents  every  where  fell ;  in  many  places  it  was  not 
j^ossible  to  collect  them. — An  universal,  staajna- 
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turn  of  bo8ifies0  etustie^^^rcrelit  -^as  vergr 
rially  injured — numben  of  maniifaQliinM  i^^re 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty ^  and  would  hwe 
perished  were  they  not  supported  by  ptfUie 
charity ; — fanners  were  pneased  by  exiaevie  ne- 
cessity^ and  many  of  them  failed;  and  people 
of  every  rank  and  condition  were  deeply  affected 
by  the  calamity  of  the  times.  Ailmost  leMcry 
branch  of  thi3  revenue  had  failed. 

The  attention  .af  England  iwas  at  length  eaiU 
led  to  this  deplorable  sitnation  of  affairs;  apd 
Earl  Nugent^  in  the  year  iTTS,  undertook  the 
cause  of  the  Irish,  by  moving  in  Pairiiameni 
that  their  alFaira  should  be  tAken  into  cooBide- 
ration,  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  filowa; 
bis  motion  bei^g  agreed  to  almost  unanimously, 
it  was  followed  by  several  others,  and  bills  -for 
the  relief  of  Ireland  wene  framed  aecordin^y. 
The  trading  and  manufacturing  towns  of  Bug- 
land  now  took  the  alarm,  and  petitfOBs  against 
any  indulgence  to  the  Irish  were  broughi  for- 
ward from  many  different  quarters,  and  mem* 
bers  instructed  to  oppose  it ;  in  conAequenee,  a 
warm  contest  took  place  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  biHs;  and  as  the  Minister  seemed  to  £&• 
voor  them,  they  were  committed,  though  the 
violent  opposition  to  them  atill  continued,  which 
induced  many  of  their  friends,  at  that  time,  io 
dei^ert  their  cause. 

Though  the  efforts  of  those  who  favoured 
the  cause  of  Ireland,  proved  unsuccessful  for 
the  present,  they  renewed  their  endeavours  be- 
fore the  Christmas  vacation. — ^They  now  urged, 
that  independent  'of  all  claims  from  justice  and 


brauumt^y  ihe  nlietf  #f  iseUnd  wa#  eafiiree  J  by 
BeceasUit  ;-^lm  tirftdb  With'  British  America  was 
lost  for  ev^*  and  it  was  iadispeosably  requisite  to 
Hoite.  the  remttiniiig  parts  of  tlie  empire  in  ona^ 
commiMEi    interest    and    affieotion.-^lreland    had 
hitherto    been  pasrive;*    bat  there  was   danger, 
thai  by  driving   her  to  extremities^    she  would 
east  off    the  yoke   altogether  f    or   even  if   this 
should  not  happen^  the  tyranny  of  Britain  would 
be  of    little  advantage,  as  on   the    event  of  ^a 
peace,    the    people    would    desert    a    country 
hi    which    they    eacperieneed    such  oppression, 
and.   emigrate    to  America,    were    they  had  a 
geeater  prospect  of  liberty;  on  the  other  hand, 
they   insisted    that  very  considerable  advantages 
most  ensue  to  Britain  by  the  emancipation  of  Ire- 
kuBid;     and    every    benefit    extended    to    that 
coQatry  would  be    returned    with    accumulate^ 
intaresti — ^Tbe   business  was  at  last  summed  up, 
in  a  motion  made  by  Lord  Newhavern,  in  Feb. 
iTTSiy.  that    liberty  should  be    granted    to  the 
irisb^  to  import  sugars  from  the  West  Indies ; 
tills  was  carried,  but  the  merchants  of  Glasgow 
and  Manchester  having  petitioned  against  it,  it 
was  again  lost^  tfarqugh  the  interference  of  the 
Minister,  who  now  exerted  his  influence  against 
the  relief    he  had  formerly  declared  in  favour 
of;    various  otber  efforts  were  ma^e  to  effect  the 
intended   purpose,    but    nothing  more   could  be 
obtained  exmpt  a  few  trifling  concessions,  and  a 
promaie  from  Lord  Gower  that  daring  the  recess 
some  plan  should  be  matured,  for  accommodating 
the  affiiirs  of  Ireland,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties. 


The  face  of  firelkid  was  daily « wsModag  a  looMi. 
AvrfvA  and  critical  aspect.  So  loi^ias  tke  affidw 
of  the  conntry  were  under  tbe'consider^oiit^f 
the  British  Pai*Kaiiieiit^  the  feelings  of  the  Iriah 
nation  were  satisfied  by  the  hopes  of  relief;  but 
when  they  found  themselves  desefted  by  tke  Min- 
ister^  their  discontent  was  •  inflamed  bey^ond 
measure.— The. few  laws  he  had  passed  in  their 
favour  they  considered  mockery^  not  relief;  and 
encouraged  by  the  military  associations,  wliieb 
had  taken  place  some '  time  before,  they  resolved 
to  take  such  measures  as  >  would  e&ctually  con-^ 
vince  the  Minister,  that  they  would  no  longer 
suffer  themselves  to  be  deprived  of  their  just 
and  natural  rights.  With  this  view,  associa* 
tions  against  the  importation  of  British  con* 
modities  were  daily  becoming  more  general;  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  Irbh  i^anu&etures  be« 
gan  to  revive,  and  the  demand  for  British  goods 
in  a  great  measure  decreased.— Mr.  Grattan,  who 
had  entered  the  Irish  Parliament  some  time 
before,  under  the  auspices  of  Lord  Gharlemoot, 
contributed  in  a  powerful  degree  to  direct  and 
animate  the  people  in  the  assertion  of  thosi^ 
rights  of  which  they  had  been  so  unjustly  de- 
prived.^ — ^With  a  mind  formed  to  embrace  some- 
thing beyond  present  objects,  accustomed'  to 
trace  effects  to  their  causes,  and  to  look  forward 
to  future  consequences,  he  perceived  that  the 
root  of  those  calMuities  which  his  country  suf- 
fered, was  not  caused  by  a  temporary  stagnation 
of  trade,  but  was  occasioned  by  the  unjust  re« 
straints  imposed  by  Great  Britain  on  the  industry 
of  Ireland ;   and  that  to  attempt  their  cure  by  the 
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]p«llSft'  Attd  Hmfmnxjp  egt^dkwte  wkidi  tike  nt: 
thin^  and  wmk  tfie  PavliaiMiit^  aeemed  content 
y^h  ad^ipimg,  would  be  to  roll  up  the  stone  of 

He  wus  the  first,  therefore,  who  had  the  bold- 
iieiss  and  the.  wisdom  to  urge  tibe  Legislature  to  com- 
plain of  these  restraints;  his  efforts  were  seconded 
by  tlfe>  unaiiimoas  voice  of  the  country;  and  such 
was  the  efficacy  of  a  political  truth  thus  urged,  and 
thus  supported,  that  even  the  whole  force  of  British 
iofluence  was  found  onable  to  resist  it. — ^The  Irish 
Parliament  adopted  and  decreed  the  sentiment, 
^  that  it  is  not  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a 
fitie.  trade  alone,  that  this  nation  is  now  to  be  saved 
IrMv  impending  ruin  ;" — and  after  some  hesitation 
cm  the  part  of  the  British  Le^slature,  the  cpm- 
meree  of  Ireland  was,  in  part,  opened  to  her  chiU 
dmi;  a  temporary  gleam  of  satisfaction  was  shed 
oiret  the  country,  by  thb  coneesston,  as  it  was  cal- 
led/ on  the  part  of  England ;  for  so  accustomed  had 
the  people  been  to  exclusion,  to  penalties,  and  re. 
strletiOfis,  that  a  relaxation  or  suspension  of  any  of 
these,  was  looked  on  as  the  conferring  of  a  positive 
benefit,    rather  than  the  cessation  of  an  actual 

ittj«ry* 

Not  only  was  Ireland  at  this  time  associated  in 
arms,  but  it  was  also  united  in  principle ;  and  the 
diffusion  of  bold,  liberal,  and  enlightened  sentiments 
became  every  day  more  extended : — The  people 
now  became  conscious  of  their  own  strength  ;  and 
the  idea  was  le-eehoed  from  all  sides,  that  a  free 
trade  could  be  of  little  use,  if  held  by  a  preoarioas 
teuure.    The  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws  was  re- 
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|ireseiite<^  u  an  ai^  of  necMsHy  iwiof  clmce ;  ttai 
when  that  necessity  no  longer  existed^  the  British 
Parliament  might  recall  the  benefits  it  bad  granted^ 
and  again  fetter  the  Irish  trade^  by  reatrictipns  per- 
haps even  more  oppressive  than  before ;  and  tbat 
to  secure  tbe  advantages  of  a  free  trade^  it  was 
necessary  that  the  kingdom  should  enjoy  the  pro- 
tection of  a  free  constitution  ;  for  this  the  pepple 
looked  up  to  the  Yolunteer  companies ;  and  tbo 
idea  of  having  snch  a  glorious  object  in  their 
power^  augmented  their  numbers ;  and  many  who 
had  formerly  serupled  to  connect  themselves  with 
this  body,  now  pressed  forward  to  enter  their 
lists.  Hitherto  these  bodies  having  acted  only 
in  detached  companies,  knew  not  their  owa 
starength  $  they  found  it  necessary  for  their 
grand  object,  to  form  themselves  into  regular 
batcaliotis,  and  establish  a  system  of  com^ 
municatiou  with  each  other;  long. had  the  ort« 
ginal  cause  of  tbe  volunteers  arming  in  self  defence^ 
against  a  foreign  enemy,  been  sunk  into  the 
more  interesting  object  of  asserting  their  con- 
stitutional rights,  and  procuring  liberty  for  their 
country. 

lii  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S0,  they  en- 
tered  Upon  the  plan  of  general  organization ; 
they  appointed  reviews  for  the  ensuing  summer ; 
they  clad  and  armed  themselves  voluntarily ; 
they  cheerfnlly  learned  the  use  of  arms,  and 
freely  submitted  to  the  most  exemplary  disci- 
pline;  they  chose  their  exercising  officers,  and 
reviewing  generals;  and  thus  the  foundation  of 
Irish  union  was  laid.     They  now  openly  declai*ed 


Iv 

tlieiv  opmiou  on  the  state  of  public  aifairs ;  and 
the  news-papers  teemed  with  resolutions  of  the 
different  corps^  all  in  unison,  deelaring,  that 
Ireland  was  an  independent  kingdom,  and  fully 
entitled  to  all  the  uncontrolled  rights,  privi- 
leges,  and  immunities  of  a  free  constitution; — 
that  no  power  on  earth,  but  the  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons  of  Ireland,  could  make  laws  to 
bind  them; — ^that  they  were  ready,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  resist  the  usurpation  and 
encroachments  of  any  foreign  legislature  ;—* 
and  that  they  were  determined  not  to  lay  down 
iheir  arms,  till  they  had  accomplished  the  com- 
plete  liberation  of  their  country,  from  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  British  Parliament. 

So  crying  were  the  distresses  of  Ireland  at 
this  period — so  impotent  was  Government  to 
relieve  them,  that  the  most  important  change  of 
disposition,  sentiment,  and  action  in  the  people 
took  place,  under  the  eye,  in  defiance,  and 
with  the  acquiescence  of  Government.  By  the 
melancholy  consequences  of  the  American  war, 
our  fleets  had  become  inferior  to  the  combined 
forces  of  the  enemy ;  the  English  coasts  were 
insulted — ^those  of  Ireland  left  wholly  unpro- 
tected;— the  military  establishments  had  been  so 
drained^  to  recruit  the  regiments  in  America,  that 
there  were  not  5000  forces  in  the  kingdom  to 
defend  the  sea-ports  even  from  the  crews  of 
single  vessels ;  and  when  the  town  of  Belfast^ 
which  had  been  visited  eighteen  years  before  by 
invasion,  applied  to  Government  in  iy88  for  sup- 
port against  the  common  enemy  that  threatened 
again  to  invade  them,    the    Secretary    replied^ 


^^  Government  could  afford  fiBne/^-^Thxm  Be-^ 
verament,  with  ?espect  to  national  defence^  wai 
abdicated ;  and  the  people  at  large  peroeited 
that  they  alene  were  to  rescue  their  country 
from  the  approaching  destructien  whiah  seemed 
to  threaten  her; — ^their  spirit  soon  supplied 
the  defects  and  imbecility  of  Administration; 
they  instantly  armed  themselves — every  cily 
poui;ed  forth  its  armed  citizens — every  day  be- 
held  the  volunteer  institution  expand^  and  a  no- 
ble ardour  was  every  where  diffused ; — the  spirit*, 
stirring  drum  was  heard  through  every  province^ 
not  ^^to  frighten  the  isle  from  ito  propriety/' 
but  to  animate  its  inhabitants  to  the  most  sacred 
of  all  duties-«-»the  defence  of  their  liberties  and 
their  country. 

GU>vernment  beheld^  with  unavailing  regret, 
the  effects  of  its  own  immediate  work;  to  dis* 
unite  the  volunteers  was  beyond  their  power, 
though  it  was  the  secret  object  of  their  wishes 
and  attempts.  As  a  body,  the  volunteers,  at  that 
hour  of  generous  enthusiasm,  were  unassailable 
to  any  bribe  that  could  be  offered  them ;  neither 
were  they  to  be  intimidated ;  to  disarray  them, 
Government,  agitated  by  contending  terrors,  in- 
'Vasion  on  the  one  hand,  volunteers  on  tlie 
*  other,  did  not  dare.  This  patriot  army  were  at 
length  no  longer  molested,  and  men  of  all  con- 
ditions and  opinions  enrolled  themselves  in  its 
ranks  with  enthusiasm. — ^That  Irishman  must 
be  cold  indeed,  who  can  look  to  those  days 
without  a  lively  satisfaction,  and  a  noble  elevation 
of  mind;    when  the  spirit  of   his  country  rose 
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aofieriortd  het  disfaressM;  when  trade  revived^  tmA 
m  coQ9titetioii  was  restored. 

Tiie  exertiont  of  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  senate  tended^ 
in  a  very  powerful  de^e^  to  animate  the  spirit  of 
Ae  vf^ntoars,  by  whom  he  was  looked  up  to^  with 
a  reqp(eet  bordering  on  adoration.    By  leading  the 
nund  of  the  public^  and  even  of  the  legislature  itself, 
to  the  eonsideration  of  national  rights,  and  the  actual 
situation  of  their  common  country,   with  respect  to 
England^  he  was  clearing  the  way  for  that  measure 
which  he  meditated — a  declaration  of  Mie  Legblatore 
in  favour  of  national  independence.    By  obtaining 
freedom  of  commerce  for  bis  country,  her  had  already 
done  moch  towards  the  attainment  of  the  great  object ; 
for  he  had  removed  the  key-stone    of  the    arclt, 
and  thus  weakened  the  cohesion  of  the  fabric*-*He 
had  taught  the  people  to  think,  and  the  legislature  to 
feel  their  power.    His  eloquence,  of  a  style  more 
warm  and  animated  than  either  Parliament,  or  the 
people,  had  usually  felt,  and  exerted  upon  subjecti^ 
rospecting  which  the  human  mind  is  susceptible  of 
the  greatest  degree  of  enthusiastic  fervor,  was  grat- 
ified by  complete  success ;    directed  by  a  sagacious 
understanding,  which  could  catch  the  moment  propi- 
tious to  exertion,  and  proportion  his  zeal  to  its  object, 
his  Parliamentary  speeches  taught  a  subjugated  na- 
tion to  pattt  for  independence ;  while  the  public  voice 
highly  animated  on  this  subject,  and  seconded  by  the 
loud  asaent  of  80,000  men  in  arms,  (for  to  so  many  did 
the  volunteer  association  amount!)  kindled,  even  in 
the  cold  bosom  of  Parliament  itself,  a  desire  to  assert 
its  dignity,  and  rescue  its  authority  from  the  gripe  of 
British  usurpation.     Of  this  sentiment,    so  novel  in 
an  Irish  legislature,  that  had  long  forgotten  the  pride 
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ofindependence-— of  tbiseneiigy,  Mr.  Grattan  availed 
himself;  he  caught  as  he  inspired  the  generous  flame, 
and  by  one  of  thoi^e  extraordinary  displays  of  impas- 
sioned  eloquenee^  to  which  even  the  eloquent  cannot 
rise,  but  when  a  momentous  object  seams  te  foitiMi 
adequate  powers,  he  gave  rise  to  the  celebrated  de- 
claration, ^'  That  the  King;  Lords,  and  Gommioas  of 
Ireland,  only  could  make  laws  to  i^nd  Ireland,  in 
any  case  whatever." 

The  following  order  of  Mr.  Grattan^s  •speeches  ex-.* 
hibit  no  faint  outline  of  his  exertions,  from  1770  to 
the  final  accomplishment  of  the  declaration  of  o«r 
independence  in  1788.  The  only  liberty  which  the 
Sditor  has  taken  with  these  speeches  is,  to  put  them 
in  the  first  person ;  the  ^Reporter  had  *  given  them  in 
the  third. 


On  the  10th  Xovcmber.  iTTd,  Mr.  Kearney  rose,  aiid  after  a 
pathette  enumeration  of  the  severity  of  the  Hearth-money  Tax 
on  the  lower  order  of  the  peopU,  he  called  on  Administration  to 
adopt  some  mode^  by  which  their  suflerinss  mi^ht  be  relieved. 

tfpon  this  occasion,  Mr.  Grattan  declared  that  no  man  more 
sincerely  considered  the  burden  of  that  tax  than  he  did,  bnt 
that  this  was  of  all  otlicra  the  time  in  which  (he  subject  of 
taxation  should  be  totally  suspended,  and  that  an  awfrii  eilenee 
in  that  instance  should  prevail  through  the  house.  He  had  heard 
a  Widow  Tax  being*  spoken  of,  but  he  utterly  disapproved  of  a 
measure,  though  it  was  to  exchange  one  tax  for  another,  taking 
plate  at  a  time  when  Parliament  had  declared,  that  nothing  but  a 
Jree  trade  could  save  this  country  from  impending  rttin— -that  the 
declarations  which  fell  from  a  memlier  of  the  administration  (the 
Attorney-General)  had  giveu  an  universal  alarm,  and  that  his 
words  had  spread  like  wild  fire  through  all  ranks  of  men^-«(<  that 
new  taxes,  to  the  amount  ak'7S^oL  were  announced  to  be  raised 
ut  a  time  of  universal  baiikrupley."  That  an  association  was 
already  drawn  up,  tliat  no  man  would  vote,  at  a  ftitore  election, 
for  any  member  wlio  voted  for  new  taxes^  or  for  a  money  bill  for 
more  than  six  months^  which,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  he  wafs 
acquainted  with — therefore  he  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  sulicr  the  subject  of  taxationto  remain  undifturbed^  until 
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Uie  House shooMknow  what  cmmmireiai enlareeinetits  would  be 
granted  to  this  tAteadj  undone  and  unfortunate  kingdom. 
The  Attokkey-oekeral  replied: 
.  He  said  he  was  called  upon  by  matter  of  a  very  high  nature, 
which  had  fallen  from  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Oraitan)  whose 
^reat  abilities  always  excited  the  highest  attention ;  he  said  it 
Bad  beea  asserted)  that  the  words  which  fell  from  him  yesterday^' 
had  spread  like  unidfire^  and  erealed  unusual  alarm ;  he  did  not 
know  that  any  thing  which  fell  from  him,  eonld  have  alarmed 
the  nation  in  the  manner  des^eribed — but  he  heard  expressions 
fall  from  gentlemen,  whieh  sliould  never  be  spoken  witnin  those 
waiii»;  that  freedom  of  debate  was  restrained,  and  outrage  held 
out  as  a  terror  to  the  representatives—^that,  as  a  Lawyer,  he 
wosJd  take  upon  hini  to  say,  that  if  he  were  upon  a  committee, 
he  would  (lis<][ualify  the  elector  who  bad  signed  snoh  assoeiation 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  mentioned,  and  that  he  considered 
sneh  an  association  iUegal. 

To  this  Mr.  Orattan  replied  in  the  followias:  words  i^-^^'T 
have  heard  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  the  Attoruey-generaly 
eenaare  a  doctrine,  ^-hich  I  conceive  to  be  a  great  and  fundament 
tal  part  of  the  eon6titiition,and  a  most  poweirol  instrument  of  na- 
tional redress.  Where  a  representative  was  disposed  to  act  against 
what  was  evidently  the  publie  interest,  the  eonstituents  might 
andougM  to  agree  with  one  another,  never  tb  return  that  man  tp 
Parliament.  One  member  af  this  Hoose  nuiy  think  this  doctrine 
surprinngy  another  member  may  think  it  illegal^  yet  I  will  persist 
to  maintain,  and  if  neeessam  to  earry  it  into  execution — that  the 
ri|;IU  to  instructi  and  to  hack  instniotions,'by  f\irther  association, 
not  to  return  the.  obdurate  member^— were  one  and  the  same — ^both 
were  the  riehts  of  the  eonstituent,  to  be  reserved  upon  great  ocr 
easisns,  andupim  great  oeeasions  always  to  be  exercised. 

«^  Bnppose,  when  the  petition  of  right  was  agitating,  a  eonstitu- 
eut  haa  said  to  his  representative — Htr»  this  is  a  measure  of  the 
laBteottSequenee,  Ihorpe  you  will  support  it;  suppose  that  mem- 
ber should  refuse  $  in  thai  ease  have  dot  I  a  right  to  declare  in 
writing)  with  mv  brother  electors,  that  I  will  vote  against  thai 
member  upon  all  future  oeeasions  ?  Is  a/ree  trade  less  an  objeet 
to  Ireland,  than  ibBpaiiitkmrf rights  \fM  to  England,  or  were  the 
people  more  called  upon  to  deter  individuals  from  selling  the 
eouBtry,  in  the  ease  of  violated  liberty,  than  of  usurped  trade  ?  I 
do  net  undersiaad  what  gentlemen  noean  by  asserting  that  the 
eleetor  tbreateiis  his  representative;  sappose  great  numbers  in 
this  House  to  be  onder  the  iniuenee  of  government,  would  it  not 
be  expedient  to  eouDteraet  that  dishonest  influence,  by  the  strong 
impvise  of  the  people,  not  in  order  to  take  away  the  liberty  of 
ac tine,  but  to  oppose  the  tideof  eorruption,  by  the  tide  of  the 
people*  1  am  ike  more  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  this  c^ose 
I'oiuisetlon  between  the  representative  and  eonstituent  body  of 
!  relaud,  w  hen  I  recollect  the  ^rcat  purpose  you  porsne.    Is  not  a 


free  f  rade,  such  an  objeet  as  reqaices  all  the  eSbrtayoa  can  legally 
and  congtitutioiially  put  forth  i  arc  we  afraid  of  oar  own  people  ? 
Sir,  I  respect  the  ^^nfr^  of  this  country,  but  I  respeet  the  people 
nwre — 8ir,  I  gpeak  with  eeniidence,  that  the  great  object  we, 
seek,  cannot  be  obtained  by  the  skill,  the  prudence,  of  the  dexter- 
ity  of  300  mea,  without  the  spirit  and  co-operation  of  three  million. 
<^  This  is  not  a  tiine  to  ery  down  public  associations,  onder  ano* 
tion  of  dictating  to  Parliament ;  to  what  do  you  owe  the  present  ^ 
spirited  and  respectable  posture  of  this  country,  but  to  assoeia- 
iioiis ; — ^l^lic  Parliament  had,  by  its  precedent,  left  this  ktnc^dom 
last  Session  without  an  effectual  friend  in  either  House  of  the 
English  Parliament;  your lo^al  addresses ;  your  800,oooL — the 
bounty  and  discretion  of  Parliament  left  us  without  a  hope  of  n* 
lief;  our  cause  was  seouted  out  of  both  Houses  in  England  under 
our  precedence  ;  it  was  recalled  to  their  consideration  by  the  as- 
sociations, which  raised  vou  an  advocate  in  the  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons  of  Great  Britain ;  these  associations  went  farther; 
they  caused  a  fortunate  change  in  the  circumstances  of  this  house, 
they  inspired  us  to  ask  directly  for  the  greatest  objeet  that  ever 
was  set  within  the  view  of  Ireland,  a  fkeb  trade,  they  inspired 
the  Commons,  they  animated  the  Lords,  and  having  made  both 
Homes  unanimous  in  the  greatest  measure  that  ever  combined  a 
nation ;  having  given  fire  to  that  union,  they  carried  you.  Sir,  the 

Seople  carried  you  proudly  on  their  crest,  when  you  proceeded  to 
eliver  to  his  Excellancy  the  ^r^at  requisUiatu  I  could  mention 
other  great  acquisitions  obtained  by  the  people;  to  the  public, 
the  constitutional  public,  you  owe  tnat  great  law,  the  Octennial 
Bill,  which  was  pased  by  the  constituent  body,  against  the  wishes 
of  all  the  estates  who  assented  to  it;  to  say  that  associations 
gainst  those  who  desert  the  public  upon  such  occasions  are  con- 
temptible, is  idle ;  the  man  who  despises,  or  who  proposes  to  des-' 
pise  such  associations,  is  despieabie.  Is  it  a.  bolder  measure  to 
associate  against  the  commeree  of  Enjj^land,  which  almost  evei^ 
man  in  this  House  has  done,  than  against  thepersonof  any  indi-< 
vidual  sitting  in  Parliament.  With  resneet  to  the  law,  I  sfaiallnot 
enter  into  long  arpments  upon  that  head;  I  know  of  no  law 
against  such  associations,  I  never  heard  any  ground  for  sn^Hising 
the  law  to  be  a£;a>nst  them,  I  am  so  convinced  of  their  legality^ 
that  if  it  should  become  necessary,  I  should  join  one  as  an  elector. 
Tlip  right  honorable  gentleman,  who  says  he  would  disallow  such 
a  vole,  will  please  to  recollect  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  do 
69 ;  for  when  the  vote  comes  before  him,  he  will  be  on  his  oath; 
as  to  thefkaswre  which  his  declaration  of  yesterday ,  *Mhat  gen* 
tlcmrn  meant  to  continue  the  present  establishment,  and  to  ask  for 
new  tOLxaHn  in  order  to  fund  the  present  debt,"  gave  to  the  pablie, 
I  have  my  doubts;  What  I  does  the  public  rejoice  that  we  are 
to  run  iu  debt  every  Session  half  a  million!  Does  the  public, 
over  whom  ruin  impends,  unless  averted  by  a  free  trade,  find  a 
i^ratiiic^ion  iu  knowing,  that  taithoutafrcptradp,  those  taxes  are 
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to  V  augmented  ?— The  servants  of  the  Crown,  to  H'hom  large 
arre-ars  are  doe,  micht  find  a  balm  in  those  declarations,  when 
they  were  to  be  pain  by  new  taxes  levied  on  the  peopTe.  As  to 
what  fell  from  the  right  honourable  member,  relative  to  tlie  short 
Money  Bill.  I  do  ansjiieate  that  a  short  Money  Bill  itiU  he  carried. 
I  ai^ree  with  him  that  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  carried  by  ontrage ;  it  rvill 
he  earned  by  the  universal  sense  of  all  ranks  of  men,  and  thnse 
who  now  speak  at^ainst  the  measare  will  finally  give  it  a  volan- 
tary  compliance." 

SirJIeury  Cavendish  rose  immediately  alter  Mr.  Grattan,  and 
observed,  with  peculiar  warmth,  that  he  could  not  forbear  oppos- 
ing the  violent  attack  made  upon  the  dignity  of  the  House;  that 
he  heard  the  wrath  of  the  people  threatened  against  snch  members 
as  would  refuse  to  obey  their  dictates ;  that  he  advised  that  House 
to  crush  by  times  a  spirit  of  sedition  which  he  saw  was  evidently 
gone  abroad,  and  note  was.  the  time  to  check  it;  the  independ- 
ants  in  the  last  century  began  with  seeming  moderation,  but  at  last 
cut  off  file  head  of  their  ICtngj  factious  men  may  creep  into  those 
Volunteer  companies  and  get  power;  they  may  urge  others  to  do 
what  the  latter  are  not  aware  of; — I  am  not  a  fVeeman  if  I  cannot 
vote  as  I  choose ;  if  1  am,  in  short,  told  that  if  I  do  not  vote  in  such 
a  way,  I  shall  never  be  re-elected ;  it  takes  away  the  freedom  of 
debate — ^1  never  will  submit  to  it. 

Mr.  GRATTAN  again  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows : 
"  Sir, 

M I  rise  once  more  to  take  nottee  ef  some  expressions  which  fell 
from  the  right  honourable  baronet— »I  desire  to  know  what  he 
means  P-— Does  he  mean  thai  the  independent  companies  should  be 
disarmed  ^*»«Boes  lie  mean  that  the  civil  associations  should  come 
nnder  theeensure  of  Parliament  i-^WUl  he  dare — will  the  right 
honourable  baronet  dare  to  assert,  that  there  are  any  men  of  the  in- 
dependent companies  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  Crown — that 
there  is  any  man  now  in  arms,  with  whom  the  safety  of  His 
Majesty's  crown  and  dignity  may  not  be  with  as  much  propriety 
confided  aa  with  himself  .^—^^^i:«r  he  ivaSj  is^  or  ever  will  be. 
Let  me  lell  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  there  is  something 
pffrtictt^ar  in  his  situation;  he  is,  in  right  of  his  father,  a  publie 
debtor ;  a  public  debtor  and  a  public  object  should  not  adopt  so  of- 
fensive a  mode  of  expression,  or  to  convey  such  a  hasty  idea,  as 
to  state  the  money  laid  out  for  the  improvement  of  the  kingdom 
as  the  sole  cause  of  the  national  debt ;  he  stands  upon  very  delicate 
ground,  and  yet  he  pnts  hi m«elf  forward  upon  all  unpopular  oc- 
casions, though  he  owes  so  much  to  the  charitable  forbearance 
of  the  public — he  makes  himself  a  constant  enemy  to  that  caus€ 
which  the  people  conceive  to  be  their  own." 
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The  activity  of  the  Castle  to  ensure  a  majority 
in  the  Parliament^  kept  pace  vfith  the  ardonr  of 
patriotism ;  and  accordingly,  vhen  Mr.  Grattan, 
on  the  igth  of  April,  1780,  moved  to  have  it 
entered  on  the  journals,  ^Uhat  no  power  on  earth, 
save  the  Kingj  Lorisj  and  Commons  of  Irelandj 
had  a  right  to  make  laws  for  Ireland^^^  and 
though  only  one  man  denied  that  right,  still,  if 
the  motion  had  been  put,  it  would  not  have  been 
carried. 


The  following  is  the  best  report  extant  of  Mr. 
CRATTAN's  speech  on  that  occasion : 

<<  I  have  intrcated  an  attendance  of  the  HoHse  <hi  this  daj,  to 
protelst  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Parliamentof  Great  Britain, 
and  to  join  with  me  in  lifting  up  their  hands  and  voices  against 
such  usurpations^  ^Two  millions  of  people  out  of  doors  were  to  be 
satisfied,  and  had  I  a  son,  I  would,  like  the  father  of  Hannibal, 
brine  him  to  the  altar  to  swear  the  sacred  maintenance  of  the 
people's  rights.  I  would  move  them  to  as  full  and  ample  a  de- 
claration as  could  be  done  w  ithout  shaking  the  pillars  of  the  state. 
It  is  impossible  to  stop  the  voice  of  millions — the  public  mind 
was  not  at  ease — enough  was  not  done. — You  are  the  guardians 
of  the  publie  liberty,  you  owe  your  country  that  liberty,  and  she 

calls  upon  you  to  restore  it she  calls  upon  you  to  make  Great 

Britain  revoke  the  injustice  of  her  laws,  aud  to  restore  your  po- 
litical as  she  has  your  commercial  freedom.  In  passing  the  bills 
for  liberating  your  trade,  the  British  minister  has  made  use  of  the 
words,  that  it  was  expedient  to  allow  Ireland  to  exjoort  her  own 
products.  Expedient  is  a  word  of  ereat  reserve.  Expedient  is  a 
word  fatal  to  Great  Britain ;  by  such  a  word  she  lost  America,  and 
plunged  her  country  in  scenes  of  blood.  By  this  reservation  your 
trade  is  in  the  power  of  England,  whenever  she  may  think  proper 
to  take  it  away.  We  were  allowed  a  moment  of  satisfaction,  out 
not  a  relief  from  slavery.  God  has  afforded  you  an  opportunity  to 
emancipate  yourselves  and  your  posterity;  wait  not  the  issue  of  a 
^neraf  peace,  when  the  clirection  of  her  power  on  this  fated 
island  may  again  lay  you  in  bondage.    For  the  honour  of  your 
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eonntrj^— for  tbe  honour  of  human  nature — Ivy  tfw  memorr  of 
your  safTeriugs — hj  the  sense  rou  feel  of  jronr  wrongs — by  the  ioto 
you  owe  your  posterity — ^by  the  dignity  and  generousi  feelings  of 
Irishmen^^I  beseech  you  to  seize  theanspicionsoeeasionyftnd  let 
this  be  the  hour  of  your  fV^edom !  The  doetrine  of  parliamentary 
supremacy  Great  Britain  now  finds  to benonsense— parliamentary 
supremacy  has  been  the  bane  of  Great  Britain.  Her  enemiea  are 
on  all  sides  pouring  in  on  her.  The  sea  is  not  her's;  the  hononf 
of  her  eouncils  and  arms  is  tarnished.  She  has  no  army-^no 
fleet — no  aduiirals — ^no  generals — A  soptneness  pervades  her  mea* 
sures — and  distractions  attend  her  councils.  Parliament  is  the  only 
spring  to  convey  the  oative  voice  of  the  people;  never  did  this  or 
any  other  country  behold  a  senate  possessed  of  so  much  public  con- 
fidence. There  is  an  ardent  combination  among  the  people,  a  fire 
which  animates  the  nation  to  its  own  redemption.— >A  sacred  en- 
thusiasm, uDconveyed  in  the  language  of  antiquity,  and  which 
only  belongs  to  the  natural  confidence  of  freedom.  Forty  thousand 
men  in  arms  look  up  to  the  result  of  this  day's  deliberation.-— Let 
the  lovers  of  freeuom  rejoice  at  that  martial  spirit,  which  has 
operated  to  national  happiness.  If  you  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
resolution  of  this  day,  you  belie  the  desire  of  your  constituents.  A 
providential  conjunction  and  the  hand  of  God  seem  to  demand  and 
direct  it ;  grasp  at  a  blessing,  which  promises  independence  and 
happiness.  Yesterday  the  servants  of  the  Crown  were  asked, 
whether  a  standing  army  of  fifteen  thousand  Irishmen  were  to  be 
bound  in  this  kingdom  by  English  laws ;  and  the  servants  of  the 
Crown  have  asserted  that  they  shall.^-The  servants  of  the  Crown 
have  dared  to  avow  that  they  shall  be  bound  by  English  laws — ^Fhis 
is  the  consequence  of  your  rejoicing  at  a  partial  repeal  of  the  laws 
which  oppressed  you — your  exultation  betrayed  your  rights.  The 
courtier  may  have  his  salary — the  landed  gentleman  may  have  his 
rent — ynu  may  export  the  commodities  of  your  country,  and  brinff 
the  returns  of  another— but  liberty — libeKy,  the  consummation  of 
all  trade,  is  wanting.  The  superstructure  is  left  without  a  base-* 
you  have  commerce  without  a  full  trade,  and  a  senate  without  a 
parliament.  When  I  found  a  prohibition  upon  glass,  and  other 
commodities,  when  I  found  an  act  of  the  6th  of  George  the  ist, 
which  expressly  claimed  a  power  of  binding  this  kingdom,——. 
the  king,  without  its  parliament,  enacted  a  law  to  bind  the  people 
of  Ireland,  by  making  laws  for  them  ;  it  was  time  to  call  the 
authority  of  England  a  rod  of  tyranny.  I  call  upon  the  judges  of 
the  land,  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  officers  of  the  army,  to 
say  whether  they  do  not  act  under  the  direction  of  English  statutes? 
A  present  and  explicit  declaration  of  rights  must  remove  all  this. 
Three  millions  of  people  must  feel  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  as  free 
as  the  people  of  England.  They  must  behold,  with  veneration,  a 
parliament  superior  to  every  other,  and  equal  to  thai  which  passed 
the  bill  of  rights. — A  senate  composed  of  men  that  would  do 
honour  to  Rome,  when  Rome  did  honour  to  human  natare.^— 
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<<  The  cneiMHw  of  fMlaad  may  call  the  eSbrte  ef  the  people  Ui« 

proceedings  of  a  iiiob.-*<A  mob  stopped  year  magistrates  in  their 
obedieDoe  to  Bogiish  laws,  and  Tindieated  your  abdieated  pri* 
vileges*  I  shall  be  told  this  was  the  tarbulenee  of  the  times  $  and 
so  may  every  effort  for  freedom  in  the  history  of  mankind  be  eiUled. 
Your  fathers  were  slaves,  and  lost  their  liberties  to  the  legislature 
ef  England  $ — ^thc  kingdom  became  a  plantation— -the  spirit  of  tn* 
dependence  was  bani8hed->-The  fears  of  parliament  made  it  grant, 
in  a  strain  of  tremblingservility,  whatever  was  demanded :  IS^enof 
overgrown  fortunes  becume  the  very  jobbers  of  corruption  ;  they 
▼oted  an  embargo,  which  brought  bankruptcy  on  the  prinee  and 
misery  on  the  people.  The  people  saw  nothing  but  starving 
manufacturers,  a  corrupt  senate,  and  a  military  combination.  The 
eourtier  was  glad  to  petition  for  a  free  trade,  and  England  to 
grant  it ;  but  the  unconstitutional  power  of  an  Ejiglish  Attorney- 
general,  and  an  English  parliament,  still  remains**— Eighteen  or 
nineteen  counties  deserving  to  be  free,  and  who  are  your  tega^  con- 
stituents, have  petitioned  for  this  redemption.-^— You  may  lull  the 
pttblie  with  addresseSy  but  the  public  mind  will  never  be  well  at 
ease  until  the  shackles  are  removed.  The  maxims  of  one  country 
go  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  another — Nature  rebels  at  the 
idea,  and  tlio  body  becomes  mutinous — there  is  no  middle  course 
left;  win  the  heart  of  an  Irishman,  or  else  cut  off  his  hand:  A 
nation  infringed  on  as  Ireland,  and  armed  as  Ireland,  must  have 
eqim,l  freedom  $  any  thing  else  is  an  insult.  The  opportunity 
prompt»-**the  spirit  of  the  people  prompts — the  opinion  of  the 
judges  prompts.  No  arguments  can  be  urged  against  it,  but  two  ; 
one  is,  the  real  belief  that  the  British  nation  is  a  generous  one, 
witness  the  contribution  sent  to  Corsica,  and  the  relief  affordi*d 
Holland  ;  and  the  other,  their  uniform  hatred  of  an  administration 
that  brought  destruction  on  the  British  dominions  ?  If  England 
4s  a  tyrant,  it  is  Ireland  made  her  so,  by  obeying — The  slave  makes 
the  tyrunt«— What  can  prevent  the  eompletitm  of  our  demands  ?  It 
is  uot  in  the  power  of  England  to  resist.  Can  she  war  against  ten 
millions  of  1^  rench,  eight  millions  of  Spaniards,  three  millions  of 
AiHcricanH,  three  millions  of  Iri^h?  England  cannot  withstand 
acpumnlnitcd  millions,  with  her  ten  millions  ;  with  a  national  debt 
of  200  millions,  a  peace  establishment  of  21  million8,-*-caD  she 
pretend  to  dictate  terms.  She  offered  Ameriea  the  entire  cession  of 
ner  purliameutary  power,  and  can  she  refuse  the  Irish  the  freedom 
of  fellow-subjects?  Every  thin^  short  of  total  independence  Mas 
offeied  to  the  Aniericans-— and  will  she  yield  that  to  their  arms,  and 
refiiKo  it  to  your  loyalty  ?  Noiliiiig  but  a  subjugation  of  mind  can 
make  the  4rreat  men  of  Ireland  tremble  at  every  combination  for 
liberty.  VVbeu  you  possess  this  liberty,  you  will  be  surprized  at 
your  Htluation,  and  ihuu^h  jobbers  may  deem  your  ardour  phrenxy, 
il  will  be  a  fortunate  madness  ;  a  declaration  will  be  the  result. 
Your  constituents  have  instructed  and  thoy  will  support  vou;  for 
public  pride  and  public  necessity  w  ill  find  resources.    What  will 


mrjiidM  and  your  eonnniatioBeni,  who  baTO  refused  to  abide  by 
£ne;n9li  Iaw»,  say  ?  Will  you  abdicate,  will  you  brlo^  them  into 
eoiitempt  ?  Eighteen  eoiintie»  have  declared  against  it,  and  no 
man  in  this  house  daredefen^  the  claims  of  the  Kaglish.  It  is  the 
sense  of  this  side  of  the  House,  not  to  giye  an  assent  to  the  money 
bills  until  we  obtain  this  declaratory  act.  The  mock  moderators, 
who  go  about  preaching  peace,  are  the  really  factious,  and  the 

worst  enemies  of  this  country. Have  you  been  for  a  centurv 

contending  against  the  power  of  an  English  Attorney-general} 
and  dare  not  conquer,  though  lying  at  your  mercy  ?-— The  great 
charter  has  not  been  confirmed,  as  often  as  our  riehts  have  beeir 
violated.   You  may  be  told  indeed  yon  are  ungrateful.^— —I  know 
of  no  gratitude  which  can  make  me  wear  the  badge  of  slavery. 
Insatiable— we  maybe  told  we  are,  when  Ireland  desires  nothine 
but  what  England  has  robbed  her  of.  When  you  have  emboldened 
the  judges  to  declare  your  rights,  thev  will  not  be  afraid  to  maintain 
them.  His  Majesty  has  no  title  to  his  crown  but  what  you  have  to 
your  liberty;  if  your  exertions  in  that  cauHc  are  condemned,  tho 
revolution  was  an  act  of  perjury,  and  the  petition  of  right  an  act 
of  rebellion.  The  oaths  made  to  the  House  of  Stuart,  were  broken 
for  the  sake  of  liberty,  and  we  live  too  near  the  British  nation  to 
be  less  than  equal  to  it.  Insulted  by  the  British  Parliament,  there 
is  no  policy  left  for  the  English,  but  to  do  justice  to  a  people,  who 
are  otherwise  determined  to  do  justice  to  themselves.    Common 
trade  and  common  liberty  will  give  strength  to  our  constitution, 
and  make  both  nations  immortal ;  the  laws  of  God,  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  call  loudly  for  it.    Let  not  that 
supremacy,  which  has  withered  the  land,  remain  uncontroverted. 
Do  not,  by  opposing  the  present  opportunity,  give  that  destructive 
blow  to  the  balance  of  the  constitution  which  shall  weigh  it  down 
beyond  the  power  of  recovery.    Do  not  let  the  curses  of  your 
children,  ancl  your  reflections  in  old  age,  weigh  you  down  to  the 
grave  with  bitterness.     Foreetful  of  past  violation  and. present 
opportunity,  let  no  body  say  the  parliament  was  bought  by  a  broken 
ministry  and  an  empty  treasury.  That  having  made  a  God  of  self- 
interest,  you  kneeled  down  to  worship  the  idol  of  corruption.  Your 
exertions  now  will  be  the  basis  for  erecting  a  temple  to  liberty.  By 
the  inspiration  of  the  present  opportunity, — by  the  afiection  you 
owe  posterity — by  all  the  ties  which  constitute  the  well-being  of  a 
people,  assert  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  your  country.  I  have 
DO  design,  I  ask  for  no  favour,  but  to  breathe  in  eo^mmon  in  a 
nation  of  freedom  ;  but  1  never  will  be  satisfied  as  long  as  a  link 
of  the  British  chain  is  clanking  to  the  heels  of  the  meanest  pea- 
sant.''   Mr.  Grattan  then  moved  that  the  House  resolve,  "  Tfiaf 
tJu  King^s  most  excellent  Majesty,  Lords^  and  Commons  of  Ireland^ 
are  the  ovly  powers  competent  to  make  laws  to  biTid  this  kin^om.'' 
Mr.  Stuart  rose  to  second  this  motion^  and  delivered  his  opin- 
ion of  the  immediate  necessity  there  was  for  carrying*  the   pre- 
sent resolution. 
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The  MtameV'^eneral  proposed  an  amendment  <'  to  (utfrnm  (he 
question  until  tnefirst  day  of  September  nea'f.'^ 

The  right  honoarable  Mr.  Buagh,  notivithstanding  the  report 
of  his  ittnesSi  attended  in  his  place,  and  with  an  eloquence  to  wnich 
it  wonld  be  impossible  for  us  to  do  justice,  most  ably  supported  the 
motion,  combating  and  refuting  wnatever  was  urged  from  the  side 
of  Gorernment  against  it.  He  said  he  owed  no  favour  to  Admin- 
istration ;  they  knew  it ;  for  he  had  scorned  what  they  offered : 
nor  would  he  oppose  administration,  to  embarrass  them  ;  and  he 
hoped  every  gentleman  would  support  them  when  right.  He  acted 
he  said,  from  pure  constitutional  motives,  to  support  the  rights 
and  pivileges  of  his  country,  which,  he  hoped,  he  ever  should  do. 

Tne  ouestion  before  the  Honse  was  no  less  than  the  very  pala- 
dium  01  the  Irish  constitution ;  and  gentlemen  seemed  to  rely 
much  on  the  impropriety  of  urging  a  decision,  because  a  similar 
resolution  to  that  now  moved  for  appeared  upon  the  face  of  their 
journals  in  the  month  of  July,  1641,  and,  as  the  question  of  ad- 
journment had  been  moved,  he  woald  beg  leave  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, which,  he  hoped,  would  conciliate  all  parties.  The  amend- 
ment was  to  this  purpoil,  ^^  that  there  being  an  e/pioL  resolution  ok 
the  books  with  the  one  nowmovedythe  sanie  may  be, for  that  reason, 
adjourned  to  the  first  day  of  September  next,^^ 

Mr.  Grattan  (on  being  pressed  by  the  Government  party  to 
withdraw  his  motion)  said,  he  never  could  consent  to  withdraw 
the  proposed  declaration  of  rights,  when  a  great  law  officsr  had 
asserted,  that  the  Parliament  of  England  had  a  right  to  bind  the 
people  of  Ireland.  It  was  impossible  to  wave  the  declaration  ; 
as  to  the  person  who  made  the  assertion  in  favour  of  England, 
he  was  an  unhappy  man — another  gentleman  had  presumed  to 
call  the  sense  of  eighteen  counties,  Faction^  Riot^  Clamour — ^He 
hoped  such  idle  babble — such  idle  babble  would  have  no  weight 
aeainst  the  rights  of  a  people. 

^The  amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Hussey  Burgh  to  the  Attorney- 
gene  raFs  motion  for  adjourning  the  question  to  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, being  a  truism,  could  not  be  controverted,  and  the  ministerial 
«ide,  though  from  the  complexion  of  the  House  it  was  evident  they 
had  a  majority,  were  afraid  to  let  the  question  on  Mr.  Burgh's 
amendment  beput ;  as.  if  it  was  carried,  it  entirely  established  the 
decUration  of  right,  let  Mr.  Grattan's  motion  then  go  as  it  would  : 
their  embtirrassiiient  was  at  last  put  an  end  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Hussey  Burgh,  who,  at  twentv  minutes  past  six  in  the  morning, 
moved,  ^Uhat  the  House  be  aijoumed,^^  which  preceding  every 
tnolion,  was  of  course  immediately  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

This  inattention,  or  rather  backwardness  of 
the  majorilpf  in  Parliament  to  serve  their  country. 
>vas    more  fully  manifest  in  the  case  of  a  •Mutiny 
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Bill,  wbich  ihey  allowed  to  be  made  perpetual  ia 
Ireland,  though  that  in  England  had  always  been 
cautiously  passed  from  year  to  year.  Mr.  Grattan 
took  great  pains  to  set  forth  the  bad  tendency  of  the 
act;  and  these  representations  of  his,  first  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  Irish  nation  to  its  enormity.  And  on 
the  13th  of  November,  1781,  he  moved  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill  to  explain, 
amend,  and  timit  an  act,  entitled^  ^<  An  act  to  pre- 
vent  Mutiny  and  Desertion  in  the  army,  vvhich  he 
prefaced  by  the  following  observations : — 

«*  Sir, 

^^  In  the  18th  centuiy,  however  astODishins;  it  must  appear, 
I  rise  to  vindicate  MasnaCharta,  sanctified  as  it  is  by  the  autliori- 
tj  af  600  years.  I  callupon  gentlemen  to  teach  British  privil^'s^eji 
ttt  an  Irish  senate.  I  quote  the  laws  of  England,  first,  because 
they  are  laws  ;  secondly,  because  they  are  franchises  ;  and  they 
are  the  jft*anehises  of  Irishmen  as  well  as  of  Englishmen.  1  am 
not  come  to  say  what  is  expedient,  I  come  to  demand  a  right ;  and 
I  hope  I  am  speaking  to  men  who  know  and  feel  their  rights, 
and  not  to  eorpipt  consciences  and  beggarly  capacities.  1  beg 
gentlemen  to  tell  me  why,  and  for  what  reason,  the  Irish  nation 
was  deprived  ofthe  British  constitution  ?— The  limitation  of  the 
Mutiny-bill  was  one  ofthe  great  hin8;es  ofthe  constitution  $  and 
ought  it  then  to  he  perpetual  in  Ireland? 

<*  No  man  could  doubt  as  to  the  point  of  right  respecting  the 
army  ;  I  will  even  resort  to  the  question  q£  necessity , — We  want 
not  an  army  as  Great  Britain  does;  for  an  army  is  not  our  protec- 
tion.—Was  your  army  your  protection  when  Sir  Richard  Hbrok 
told  yon,  you  must  trust  to  6od  and  your  country  ? — ^You  want  it 
not  for  defence,  you  want  it  not  for  ambition— you  have  no  foreign 
dominions  to  preserve,  and  your  people  are  amenable  to  law.— » 
Our  duties  are  of  a  different  nature— -to  watch  with  incessant 
vigils  the  cradle  of  the  constitution,  to  rear  an  infant  state, 
to  protect  a  rising  trade,  to  foster  a  growing  people.-— We  are 
free,  we  are  united— persecution  is  de^— the  Protestant  religion 
is  the  child  ofthe  constitution — the  Presbyterian  is  the  father — 
the  Roman  Catholic  is  not  an  enemy  to  it — we  are  united  in  one 
ereat  national  community. — What  was  our  situation  formerly  ? 
We  were  a  gentry  without  pride,  and  a  people  without  privilege. 
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'^lie  British  eoBstitation'  !i^  upon  the  groiiild  like  a  ginnt^s  ¥f* 
mour  in  adwarTs  custody. 

"  At  lenfi^th  the  nation  asserted  itself,  and  though  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights  was  not  carried,  which  I  proposed  as  a  measure  safe 
sfid  innosiotts ;  yet  our  spirit  made  us  a  nation.— British  snprc- 
macy  fell  upon  the  earth  like  a  spent  thunderbolt — ^the  Minister 
feared  to  look  at  it — the  people  were  fond  to  touch  it.  * 

"  Yet  though  we  have  no  necessity  for  an  army,  and  have  as- 
serted our  freedom,  we  have  followed  that  assertion  by  erecting 
martial  law,  and  a  perpetual  dictator  for  ever.-~I  lau^h  at  the 
argument  that  this  law  is  the  charter  of  our  freedom. — Is  the  6th 
of  George  1.  repealed  ? — Why  does  not  the  Minister  come  for- 
ward and  declare  our  rig^hts  ? — No,  all  is  mystery,  all  is  silence. 

^Besides,  the  present  Mutiny- law  is  defective-^no  enacting 

part — and  articles  of  war  arc  become  the  law  of  the  land  5  by 
which  there  is  no  safety  left  either  to  England  or  Ireland — we 
have  suffered  an  armed  prerogative  to  issue  out  of  aelaim  of  right. 

'^  Besides,  the  power  of  the  purse  is  given  up  already  by  the 
hereditary  revenue,  that  original  sin  of  your  ancestors,  which 
visits  you  from  generation  to  generation— This  is  a  very  alarming 
consideration  to  those  that  love  liberty  better  than  the  profits  of 
office.  Yet  we  have  added  the  tide  of  power  to  the  sink  of  influ- 
'  ence,  and  have  bid  majesty  to  govern  hy  either.  The  power  of 
the  purse  yon  have  long  lost — you  have  now  lost  the  power  of  the 
sword.  The  question  is — wifl  men  prefer  a  biennial  to  a  per- 
petual Mutiny-bill  ?  Will  men  lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts, 
and  decide  the  question  ? 

*^  Suppose  that  a  company  of  British  merchants  should  peti- 
tion an  English  Parliament  to  restrain  your  trade  again,  and  that 
the  requisition  should  be  acceded  to,  what  would  you  do — ^with- 
out any  resources  to  support  your  right  I  without  a  nary.  You 
could  not  resist  such  a  mandate;  and  every  idea  of  coping  with 
snch  tyranny  would  be  iu  vain,  when  you  have  resigned  the  sword. 
When  two-thirds  of  your  revenue  are  granted  in  perpetuity,  the 
power  of  Parliament  cannot  preserve  the  Free  Trade  of  tie 
kingdom.  Be  assured  that  England  will  never  grant  to  your 
meanness  what  she  refuses  to  your  virtue.  In  theinfancy  of  thil 
vcr}'  act,  why  did  not  the  advocates  of  its  present  form  come  for- 
ward, and  propose  it  a  perpetual  Mutiny-bill  ?  No.  They  knew 
such  language  %vould  ill  suit  the  ears  of  Parliament,  as  it  then 
stood  disposed  in  the  public  service. 

*'  If  you  are  competent  to  regulate  your  commerce,  why  not  com- 
petent to  regulate  your  own  army  ^  Commissioners  have  been  sent 
to  America^  to  offer  a  branch  of  the  British  e^pire^  in  arms  against 
the  parent  state,  unconditional  terms  to  tax  themselves,  and  re- 
i;^iliitc  their  own  army.  Two  of  the  Comniissioners  have  been  sent 
over  to  govern  tins  kingdom-p^Will  his  Excellency,  or  the  right 


ItMiX 

1i«n.  gen^maii  Us  SeereUirf,  saf  thtt  Ireland  it  4ipt  eatMed  t$ 
the  terms  oSered  to  Amerioa  ?— That  the  loyal  and  affeelionate 
Bigter  of  England  is  not  entitled  to  the  indalaenee  held  out  to  the 
enemy  of  England— to  the  ally  of  Franee  ?  it  is  imposuble.--— -I 
ther?fore  moire,  <'  That,  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill 


to  explaioy  amend,  and  limit  an  aet,  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent 
Matiny  and  Desertion  in  the  Army." 

On  a  division^  there  appeared  77  foT  Mr, 
eRATTAN's  motion^  and  138  against  it* 

An  universal  disgast  against  the  spiritless  con<«. 
duct  of  Parliament  now  took  place^  and  the 
hopes  of  the  people  were  once  more  turned  on 
the  W)lunteers.  The  reviews  in  1781^  exceeded 
those  of  tlte  former  year;  the  spectators  were 
strucl:  with  the  novelty  and  grandeur  of  their 
appearanee^  and  they  became  more  than  ever 
the  (d>ject  of  esteem  and  admiration.  A  re- 
port having  arisen  that  the  kingdom  was  to 
be  invaded  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain^  they  shewed  their  alacrity  to  serve 
their  conntry  in  the  field ;  and  for  their  spirited 
behaviour  on  this  occasion^  they  a  second  time  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia* 
metit.  Thus  though  the  Castle  found  it  no  difit* 
cult  matter  to  obtain  a  majority  in  Parliament, 
it  found  it  impossible  to  repress  the  spirit  of 
the  nation. — ^The  volunteers^  exasperated  at  Go- 
vernlnent  refusing  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  parts 
of  the  Mutiny  Bill^  and  rejecting  some  modifica- 
tions of  Poyning's  law^  resolved  at  once  to  do 
themselves  justice,  and  were  conscious  that  they 
had  the  power  to  do  so.  At  a  meetings  on  the  S8th 
December,  I78I9 .  of  the  officers  of  the  southern 
battalion  of  the  Armagh  regiment,  commanded 
by  the  Earl  qf  Charlemonty  they  entered  into 
several   very    spirited  resolutions,   declaring,   that 


Ihe  moit  eflbdnkl  iBeftsacet  o«^t  to  be  pnnmed 
to  root  corruption  out  of  the  legislative  body 
and  requeBting  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  all 
the  voluDteer  assoeiationa^  to  be  held  at  Dun- 
gannon  on  the  19th  February,  178S,  ^^  to  delu 
herate  on  the  alarming  situation  of  public  affairsy 
As  soon  as  this  bold  call  appeared,  the  Castle 
took  the  alarm,  and  every  possible  means  were 
used  to  frustrate  the  object  of  the  requisition,  but 
in  vain. — As  the  awful  15th  of  February  ap. 
proached,  doubt  and  anxiety  appeared  in  every 
countenance ;  men  of  every  description  were  deep- 
ly concerned  in  the  event,  and  perhaps  there 
never  waf^  a  period  more  critical  to  a  nation. 
The  meeting,  in  consequence  of  this  requisition, 
ivas  one  of  the  mo-ii  important  transactions  in  the 
modern  annals  of  Ireland. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1782,  the  represen- 
tatives of  148  Volunteer  corps  met  at  Dungan- 
non,     and     entered     into     several     resolutions,* 

*  <<  Wrerkas  it  has  been  asserted,  that  Volunteers,  as  bhcIi, 
cannot  with  propriety  debate  or  publish  their  opinions,  on  politi- 
cal siihjeels^  or  on  the  conductor  parliament, or  public  men,-  ■   . 

^'  Resolved  unaniimmsly^  That  a<*itizen*  by  learniug;  the^se  «f 
arms,  does  not  abandon  any  of  his  civil  riejhts. 

'^Resolved  vvanUnoushj^  That  a  cl.nm  of  any  body  of  men 
other  than  tlie  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland^  <o  make 
lawii  to  bind  this  kingdom^  is  unconstitutional,  illegal,  and  a  g^riev- 
ance- 

^^  Resolved  (with  one  dissentittfi^  voice  omly^)  That  the  powers 
exercised  by  the  Privy  Council  of  both  kiugr^oms,  under,  or  under 
pretence  of,  the  law  of  Poynings,  are  unconstitutional,  and  a 
grievance. 

^  *^  Resolved  imanimoudy.  That  the  ports  of  thiseoantry  are  by 
right  open  to  all  fhreign  countries,  not  at  war  with  the  Kin^,  and 
that  any  burthen  thereupon,  or  obstruction  thereto,  save  only  by 
the  Parlianient  of  Ireland,  are  unconstitutional,  illegal^  and  a 
grievance. 

*•  Resolved  (with  one  dissejttin^  voice  only ^)  That  a  Mutiny 
Bill,  not  limited  in  point  of  duration  from  session  to  session,  i% 
uneonstittttional,  and  a  grievance. 
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whieh    were    received   with  the  utmost  applause 
Ihtoughotit      the    kingdom;   and    the    friends    of 


<^  Resolved  unanimotislyj  That  tfie  independanee  of  Judges  is 
Equally  e<»ential4o  the  impartial  adininistratioti  of  justice  iii  Ire- 
kuid  as  in  England,  a^d  that  the  refaMl  or  delay  of  this  right  to 
Irelaadf  makes  a  distinetiou,  where  there  should  be  do  distinetion, 
may  eicite  jealousy  where  perfect  anion  should  prevail,  and  is  ia 
itself  unconstitutional  and  a  grievance. 

*^  fbesolved  fwith  eleven  dissenting  voices  only^J  That  it  is  ouf 
decided  and  unalterable  determination  to  seek  a  redress  of  these 
grievances ;  an  J  we  pled^  oorselyes  to  each  other  and  to  oar 
eountry,  as  freeholders,  fellow  citizens^  and  men  of  honour,  that 
we  wilL  at  every  ens'iiu^  election,  support  those  only  who  have 
supported  us  therein,  and  that  we  will  use  every  constitutional 
means  to  make  such  onr  pursuit  of  redress  speedy  and  efbctuaK 

^  Resolved  Cwith  one  dissenting  voice  onlyy)  That  the  Right 
Honorable  and  Honorable  the  Minority  in  Parliament,  who 
liave  supported  these  oar  constitutional  rights,  are  entitled  tooa^ 
mo:st  CTateful  thanks,  and  that  the  annexed  address  be  signed  hg 
the  Chairman,  and  published  with  these  resolutions. 

^^  Resolved  unammouslyj  That  four  members  from  each  county 
of  the  province  of  Ulster,  (eleven  to  be  a  quorum)  be,  and  are 
kereby  appointed  a  committee  till  next  general  meeting,  to  acf 
ibr  the  Volunteer  corps  here  represented,  and,  as  occasiou  shall 
require,  to  call  general  meetings  of  that  provinea. 

^^  Uesalved  nnanimously^  That  said  committee  do  appoint  nine 
of  their  members  to  be  a  committee  in  Dublin,  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  such  other  Volunteer  associations  in  the  other  pro- 
vinces, as  may  think  proper  to  come  to  similar  resolutions,  and  to 
deliberate  with  them  on  the  most  constitutional  means  of  cariy- 
ifig  them  into  effect. 

^<  Resolved  unanimously^  That  the  committee  be,  and  are 
hereby  instructed  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  proviuee, 
within  twelve  months  from  this  day,  or  in  fourteen  days  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  present  Parliament,  should  such  an  event 
sooner  take  place. 

«  Resolved  tmmimousty^  That  the  Court  of  Portugal  have 
acted  towards  this  kingdom  (being  a  part  of  the  British  JBmpire) 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  call  upoa  us  to  declare,  and  pledge  our- 
selves to  each  other,  that  we  will  not  consume  any  wine  of  the 
growth  of  Portugal,  and  that  we  will,  to  tiie  atmost  extent  of  our 
in6aenee,  prevei^  the  use  of  said  wiue,  save  and  except  the  wine 
at  present  in  this  kin^lom,  until  such  time  as  our  export;*  shall 
be  received  in  the  kingdom  of  Fortugal,  as  the  manutactiires  of 
partof  tlie  BrHish  Kmpiro* 


their  country  rejoieed  at  tkci  temper  and  iramfiw 
of  their  proceedings^  and  were  gratified  with  that 
liberal  henevolenee  and  toleration^  which  ccmvineed 
the  Gatholic^  that  the  supposed  hatred  of  the  Pro* 
testant  of  the  North  existed  only  in  the  minds  of  the 
malevolent  To  divide  and  conqner  had  been  too 
long  the  odious  policy  of  Government ;  that  of  Dun- 
gannon  was  to  unite  and  be  victorious. 

Within  five  days  after  the  passing  of  the  Dua« 
gannon  resolutions,  when  the  Roman  Catholic  Bill 
was  in  the  committee^  Mr.  Chirdiner^  who  in-> 
troduced  the  Bill^  said,  ^^He  was  ha[^y  to  find 
that  liberal  spirit  of  toleration  which  had  origina- 
ted  in  that  House^  had  so  universally  diffused  it- 
self throughout  the  whole  Kingdom  $  and  he  rejoiced, 

^Resolved  rwith  two  dissentiw  voices  only  to  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution^  J  That  we  hold  the  right  of  private  judgment 
iu  religion,  to  he  equally  sacred  in  others  as  in  ourselves. 

^<  Resolved  therefore,  That  as  men  and  as  Irishmen ;  as  Chris- 
tians, and  as  Protestants ;  we  rejoice  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
laws  against  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  and  that  we 
conceive  the  measure  to  he  fraught  with  the  happiest  consequences 
to  the  union  aiid  prosperity  of  ^e  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 


To  the  Right  Honorable  and  Honorahh  the  Minority  in  ioth 
Houses  of  Parliament, 

<(  My  Lords  and  Genilemenj 
<^  We  thknk  you  for  your  noble  amd  spirited,  thourii  hitherto 
i«effectual  efibrts,  in  defence  of  the  great  eonstitutiondi  and  eom* 
mereial  rights  of  yonr  country.  Go  on :— the  almost  unanimous 
voice  of  the  people  is  with  you,  and  in  a  free  country,  the  voice 
of*  the  people  must  prevail.  Wcknowourduty  toour  Sovereign, 
and  are  loyal.  We  know  our  duty  to  ourselves,  and  are  resolved 
to  be  free.  We  seek  for  our  rights,  and  no  more  than  our  richta ; 
and,  in  so  just  a  pursuit,  we  should  doitbt  the  being  of  a  rrov- 
idenee,  if  we  doubted  of  success. 

Signed  by  order, 

William  IrvinB)  Chairman. 


OoA  irbeA  ill-iifttoM  kftd  rappooed  pr^odieeB  wooM 
ptevaily  beiieToleQce  was  seen  to  floarish.  The  deU 
6gaies>at  Dangannon  had  inanifested^  that  the  pec^le 
of  (he  North  "were  as  forward  to  grant  toleration^  as 
ihe  Gatholics  would  be  to  receive  it." 

On  iUs  occasion  Mr.  GBATTAN,  with  a  mind  as 
libeeal  as  it  was  enlightened^  always  the  decided 
friend  of  every  measure  which  tended  to  abolish 
those  political  distinctions^  which  retarded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  country  towards  civilization  and  liberty ; 
and  seeing  the  safety  of  Ireland  in  the  union  of  its 
inhaMtantSy  thus  spoke  :•— 

<*  Sir, 

<*  I  objeet  to  aay  delay  which  can  lie  given  to  this  elnase  ;  wa 
have  already  considered  the  subject  on  a  larger  scale,  and  this  is  bu  t 
a  part  of  what  the  clause  originally  contained*  We  have  before  us 
the  example  of  England,  who  four  years  aso  granted  Catholics  a 
right  of  taking  land  in  fee ;  the  question  is  merely  whether  we 
shall  give  this  right  or  not,  and  if  we  give  it,  whether  it  shall  be 
accompanied  by  all  its  natural  advantages.  Three  years  ago,  when 
this  question  was  debated  in  this  House,  there  was  a  majority  of 
three  against  granting  Catholics  estates  in  fee,  and  they  were  only 
allowed  to  take  leases  of  999  years  i  the  argument  then  used 
aj^nst  granting  them  the  fee,  was,  that  they  might  influence  elec- 
tions, it  has  this  day  been  shewn  that  they  may  have  as  effectual 
an  influence  by  possessing  leases  of  999  years,  as  they  can  have  by 


lieir 
period  has  fully  convinced  me  of  their  true 
attachment  to  this  country.  When  this  country  had  resolved  no 
loiter  to  eroueh  beneath  the  burthen  of  oppresaion  that  England 
hail  laid  upon  her^-when  she  armed  in  defence  of  her  rights,  and 
a  hu|^h  spirited  people  demanded  a  vrbr  traps,  did  the  Roman 
Catholics  desert  their  countrymen  ?  No,  they  were  found  amoi^t 
the  foremost.  When  it  was  afterwards  thought  necessary  to  assert 
afree  eonstitation^  the  Roman  catholics  displayed  their  public  vir- 
tue ;  they  did  not  eudcavou;-  to  take  advantage  of  your  sitoation ; 
they  did  not  endeavour  to  make  terms  for  themselves^-but  they 
entered  frankly  and  heartily  into  the  cause  of  their  country  ^judg- 
4  ing  by  their  own  virtue  that  they  might  depend  upon  your  gene- 
i'osity  for  reward*    But  uow,  after  you  have  obtained  afreetrade; 


\ 
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after  tlie  Toic€  of  the  nation  hat  astefted  let  iadbpendeaae,  Aff 
approach  this  Hoase  as  homble  suppli&nlj)  aad  beg  to  be  aidaiit' 
ted  to  the  common  ris;hU  of  men.  ITpon  the  occasions  1  hare 
meationcd)  f  did  carefully  observe  their  aetions^  and  did  thea^de«* 
termiue  to  support  their  caase  wheaever  it  eamo  before  thia 
Itoiise ;  and  to  bear  a  strong  testimony  of  the  constitationalprin- 
ciples  of  the  Catholic  body.  Nor  shonld  it  be  mentioned  as  a  re- 
proach to  them  that  they  fouf;ht  under  the  banner  of  Kins;  James, 
when  we  recollect  that  before  they  entered  the  field,  they  extor- 
ted from  him  a  Magna  Charta,  a  nritish  constitution. 

<<In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  acommittee,  consistiag  of  Papists 
Protestants^  and  Presbyterians,  were  sent  from  this  country  t* 
prosecute  Lord  Stafford  }  we  find  them  perfectly  agreeine  in  the 
object  of  their  mission ;  and  indeed,  when  men  begin  to  diner  up- 
on principles  of  religion,  it  is  because  they  have  no  other  sreat  oh* 
ject  to  engage  their  attention ;  we  cannot  give  the  people  of  Ire« 
land  a  common  faiths  but  we  can  give  them  a  commmi  interest 

<<  In  4779,  when  the  fleets  of  Bourbon  hovered  on  our  coasts, 
and  the  Irish  nation  roused  herself  to  arms,  did  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics stand  aloof?  or  did  they,  as  might  be  expected  from  their 
oppressed  situation,  offer  assistance  to  the  enemy  ?  No — they 
poured  in  subscriptions  for  the  service  of  their  country,  or  they 
pressed  into  the  ranks  of  her  f^loriom  Volunteers, 

<<It  has  been  shewn  that  this  clause  grants  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics no  new  power  in  the  state ;  every  argument  therefore  which 
goes  against  this  clause,  goes  against  their  having  leases  for 
999  years — every  argument  which  goes  against  their  fearing 
leases  of  999  years,  goes  against  their  having  any  leases  at  all— 
and  every  argument  which  goes  against  their  liaving  propertt/j 
goes  aeamst  their  having  existence  in  this  land. 

^  The  question  is  now,  whether  we  shall  grant  Roman  Cath- 
olies  a  power  of  enjoying  estates,  or  whether  we  shall  be  a  Pro- 
testant settlement  or  kn  Irish  JWition?  Whether  we  will  throw 
open  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  liberty  to  all  our  comitrymen, 
or  whether  we  will  eonfine  them  in  bondage  by  penal  laws  ?  So 
long  as  the  penal  code  remains,  we  never  can  be  a  great  natiov  ; 
the  penal  code  is  the  shell  in  which  the  Protestant  power  has 
been  hatched,  and  now  it  has  become  a  bird,  it  must  burst  the 
shell  asunder,  or  perish  in  it. 

^^  In  Holland,  where  the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  is  com- 
paratively small,  the  toleration  of  their  religion  is  an  act  of  mercy 
to  them;  but  in  this  country,  where  they  iorui  the  great  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants,  it  is  an  act  of  policy,  an  act  of  necessity,  an  act 
of  incorporation.  The  question  is  not,  whether  we  shall  shew 
mercy  to  the  Romon  CaUiolics,  but  whether  we  shall  mould  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  into  a  people;  for  so  lon^  as  we  exeliiJe 
Catholics  from  natural  liberty  and  the  common  n<;hts  of  men,  we  • 
ore  not  a  people;  we  may  triumph  over  tliem^  but  other  nations- will 


truniifA  000*118.  If  tqh  love  tlie  Boiun  Catholie,  you  may  bo 
•ore  of  a  return  from  him ;  but  if  you  treat  him  with  cruelty,  you 
na9t  always  live  io  fear,  conaeieus  that  yon  merit  his  just  resent- 
nsent :  Will  you  then  go  down  the  stream  of  time,  the  Komaa 
Catholie  sittins  by  your  side,  unblessini;  and  unblessed^  blasting 
and  blasted  ?  Or  will  you  take  off  his  chain,  that  he  may  take  oS' 
yours  ?  Will  you  pre  him  freedom,  that  he  may  guard  your  liberty* 

'*  In  Ireland,  as  connected  with  England,  the  indulgence  we 
i^isfa  to  ^re  to  Catholics  can  never  be  injurious  to  the  Protestant 
religion ;  that  religion  is  the  religion  of  the  State,  and  will  beconio 
the  religion  of  Catholics,  if  severity  does  not  prevent  them :  Big- 
otry may  survive  persecution,  bid  it  never  can  survive  toleration* 
But  gentlemen,  wno  speak  of  the  enormities  committed  by  Catho- 
lics groaning  under  a  system  of  penal  laws,  do  not  take  into  ac- 
eoant  the  enlightening  and  the  softening  of  men^s  minds  by  tole- 
ratioD,  nor  do  they  consider  that  as  they  increase  in  wealth,  they 
will  increase  in  learning  and  politeness. 

^'  I  give  my  consent  to  the  clause  in  its  principle^  extent^  and 
6oUnass-— I  give  my  consent  to  it  as  the  most  likely  means  of  ob- 
taining a  victory  over  the  prejudices  of  Catholics^  and  over  our 
oirttF-^  give  my  consent  to  it,  because  1  would  not  keep  two  mil- 
lions of  my  fellow  bubjeets  in  a  state  of  slavery;  and  because,  as 
the  mover  of  the  declaration  of  rights^  I  should  be  ashamed  of 
giving/ree<iom  to  but  six  hundred  thousand  of  my  countrymen, 
If  hen  I  eould  extend  it  to  two  millions  more.'' 

Tbe  exertions  of  this  distingaishecl  patriot,  weve  not 
to  be  relumed  in  the  cause  of  hb  country.  Within  the 
oetare  of  the  great  dvic  festival,  held  at  Dungannon^ 
Mt.  GRATTAN,  as  the  herald  and  oracle  of  his 
armed  couutrymen^  once  mqre  addressed  the  House 
of  Commons, 

<<  Sir, 

«  After  the  ample  discussion  in  this  House,  of  the  great  qncs- 
tlon  of  right,  the^Qth  of  April,  1780,  and  the  universal  reproba- 
tion the  assumption  of  the  British  Parliament,  to  bind  this  kinu»- 
dom,  then  received,  I  had  been  silent  on  the  subject,  if  that  Par- 
liament  had  not  since  that  time  continued  its  tyrannical  uud  nn- 
constitutional  assumption,  by  enacting  several  laus  to  bind  Ire^ 
laud,  which  I  have  in  my  hand,  as  al^^fi  a  proclamation  in  the  Iri^ih 
fiazette,  where  the  execution  of  a  British  statute  is  cuforcod  : 
Measures  that  evidently  shew  that  the  British  nation,  so  far  from 
relinquishing  the  claim  of  usurped  authority  in  this  kingdom,  have 
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ttiil  the  same  spirit  of  making  laws  for  at,  wliicli  th^  keep  aliTe 
by  renewing  their  claim  on  every  oeeasion.  These  fresh  uistan- 
ees  of  British  osnrpation,  added  to  that  disgraceful  and  unrepeal- 
ed act  of  the  6th  of  (George  I.  which  declares  Ireland  honnd  at  all 
times  by  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain,  makes  it  necessary  at 
this  time  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  come  to  explanation 
concerning  its  privileges,  and  the  injured  rights  of  the  nation." 
(Hetheu^ave  a  narrative  of  the  several  instances  where  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  had  asserted  their  power  to  bind  this  kingdom, 
from  the  act  of  navigation  to  the  present  time,  the  consequences 
of  which,  he  said,  were  an  infamoos  prodigalitv,  an  embargo^  an 
admission  of  every  thing  in  every  shape  from  £ng;land.)  <<  And 
what  are,  continued  he,  the  boasted  relaiations  Britain  has  grant* 
ed  to  us  ?  The  first  was  in  1778,  as  contemptible  in  principle  as 
in  effect ;  for  after  a  bar  of  lawyers  was  brought  to  plead  i^^ainst 
Ireland  in  the  English  House  of  Commons,  we  were  permitted 
to  export  every  thing,  except  our  manufactures.  Their  favour 
was  an  insult  and  aggravation  to  our  misery.  The  minister  sends 
over  to  know  the  cause  of  our  distresses,  and  he  is  answered  from 
his  agents  here,  that  it  was  done  away,  and  that  we  were  satisfied 
by  being  permitted  to  cultivate  tobacco.  The  second  period  was 
in  1779,  when  Government  abdicated  the  defence  of  Ireland,  and 
Ireland  appeared  in  arms ;  the  minister  now  changed  his  tone*  he 
glanced  a  temporary  gleam  of  hope  upon  our  shields ;  he  gave  us 
everv  thing,  but  kept  the  power  of  taking  it  back;  he  retained  a 
Mulinv-bill  and  the  Post-office  act.  The  third  period  was  a  min- 
isterial address  of  thanks^  evidently  calculatetl  to  dissolve  the 
union  of  the  people ;  it  had  its  effect  in  a  paroxysm  of  ease,  and 
when  it  was  known  that  the  strength  of  this  House  was  dissolv- 
ed, and  that  the  glory  of  1779  was  no  more,  an  order  eomes  over  to 
oppose  on  every  occasion  the  latent  claims  of  Ireland ;  to  oppose 
an  Irish  Mutiny-biil,  to  alter  tbe  Sugar-bill;  and  when  Lord 
Hillsborough  found  yon  had  lost  all  veneration  for  yourselves,  he 
loMt  it  for  you  likewise.  The  rebrobated  measure  of  a  perpetual 
Mutiny-bili  followed  $  but  you  have  not  done  with  it  yet ;  you 
have  stabbed  your  country,  and  the  wound  is  festering.  £m- 
boldened  by  your  dissolution,  English  acts  binding  Ireland  were 

Imssed  last  winter.  Is  the  claim  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
egislatefor  this  kingdom  given  up,  as  I  have  heard  some  gentle- 
men say  in  this  House  ?  How  futile  and  ridiculous  now  do  these 
arguments  appear,  tliat  declared  the  return  of  the  Irish  Mutinv- 
biil  was  a  renunciation  of  legislation  on  tbe  jpart  of  England? 
How  futile  and  absunl  are  all  the  arguments  Inat  teemed  on  that 
occasion  from  the  Government  press  f 

^^  1  am  for  tranquillity ;  it  is  for  honourable  tranquillity  ;  but 
when  1  see  an  adniim^t ration,  unable  to  make  a  blow  against  an 
enemy,  tyrannize  over  Ireland,  I  am  bound  to  exert  every  power 
to  oppose  it. 


M'Irelalil  I0  it  ttr^iWKfli ;  Ae  hiM  ae^Alfe^  that  atr^n^h  hj  the 
Weakness  of  Bntain,  m  It^land  was  tavetf  i^hen  Ameriea  was 
lost :  When  England  conquef  ed,  Ireland  was  eoereed ;  wheii  she 
wai  delbaled,  Ireland- wa^  r($1ieTed ;  and  when  Gharlestown  was 
taketty  the  Matin j  and  Bnear-hilk  were  altered.  Have  yon  not 
all  of  yon,  when  yon  heard  of  a  defeat,  at  the  same  instant  eon- 
doled  with  England  and  eon^atnlated  Ireland  P 

*•  In  erery  instance,  the  power  of  Britain  oter  yon  appears.  1 
shall  mention  one.  Before  the  repeal  of  the  English  aet,  to  retain 
the  dii^eet  importation  of  sugar  from  the  West  Indies,  a  respectable 
nerehant,  Alderman  Horan,  offers  to  enter  some ;  there  being  no 
Irish  statute  to  prevent  it,  the  commissioners  of  the  revenne 
hesitate  sometime,  and  when  they  find  that  every  kind  of  appli- 
eation  to  that  gentleman,  to  dissuade  him  from  persisting  is  in  yain, 
they  tell  him  he  may  pass  his  entry,  but  that  the  Stag  frieate, 
over  which  they  have  no  command,  lies  in  the  harbour  ready  to 
seise  the  ship!  Thus  did  the  commissioners  shelter  themselves 
behind  the  Stag  frigate ;  and  a  Stag  frigate  will  always  be  found 
readyto  assert  the  powerof  the  British  legislature  in  Ireland,  nntil 
the  rights  of  Ireland  are  ei:plained.  How  necessary,  therefore,  is 
it  not  to  do  it  now?  Sorely  you  do  not  expect,  like  the  Jews,  re- 
demption to  come  from  Heaven,  if  you  do  not  help  yourselves  ? 
Ireland  is  connected  in  her  franchises  with  England,  not  by  con- 
ooest,  as  Judge  Blackstone  has  childishly  said,  but  by  a  compact.'* 
(Here,  in  amasterly,  clear  and  ener^etie  manner,  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  historical  quotations,  in  which  it  was  undeniably  proved, 
that  the  supremacy  of  the  Irish  Parliament  was  allowen  by  the 
kirns  of  England,  from  Henry  the  Second  to  Charles  the  First  ^ 
and^that  the  execution  of  the  English  laws  that  followed  in  Ire- 
land, was  accompanied  by  acts  o/tyranny  and  murder.— ^He  then 
addneed  a  number  of  Irish  acts,  that  proved  Ireland  had  never 
surrendered  her  imperial  right  of  legislature.) 

^  Precedents,  continued  he,  of  the  execution  of  English  laws  in 
this  kingdom,  since  174rl,  avail  nothing;  they  may  soften  the 
censure  on  a  judge  who  acts  under  them,  but  laws  or  franchises 
cannot  be  done  away  by  those  partial  abjudications  that  put  out 
the  lamp  of  liberty. 

«<  If  England  was  for  a  moment  awake  to  her  interests,  she 
should  come  fonvard,  and  invite  us  to  her  arms,  by  doing  away 
forever  each  cause  of  jealousy. 

«*  How,  but  by  the  strictest  domestic  union,  can  Great  Britain, 
with  only  eight  millions  of  people,  oppose  the  dreadful  combina- 
tion of  seven  millions  in  Spain,  with  twenty-four  millions  in 
France,  ami  two  in  Holland  ?  Will  she  cast  off  tbree  millions  of 
brave  and  loyal  subjects  in  Ireland,  ut  no  critical  and  eventual  a 
lime  ? 

*•  An  Irish  army,  the  wonder  of  thf»  ^vorld,  has  now  existed  for 
three  years,  Where  every  soldier  is  a  freeman,  determined  to  shed 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood  to  defend  his  country,  to  support  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  laws,  and  give  vigour  to  i  ts  police.  The  enemy  threat- 


cn  ao  invasioii,  the  Irish  mrmj  eomes  ftrward,  ^iiiiiu»tr«tioii  is 
struck  dumb  with  wonder,  their, deputies  iu  their  military  dress  sa 
up  to  the  Castle^  not  as  a  servile  erowd  of  eourtiers  attending  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  levee,  but  as  bis  protectors,  while  the  eriiigin|[; 
crowd  of  sycophants  swarm  ahont  the  treasonr,  and,  after  havin|p 
thrown  away  their  arms,  offer  nothing  but  naked  servitude* 

^  You  are  now  losing  the  British  constitution,  which  bj  compact 
you  were  to  possess :  Two  eooncils,  with  more  than  Parliamentaiy 
power;  dependant  judges;  a  Mutiny-bill  lost;  and  governors,  like 
the  Roman  pro-consnJs  in  distant  provinces^  are  sent  over  to  fleece 
you. 

<^  A  general  election  is  shortly  to  take  place;  what  will  be  your 
answer  to  those  who  have  sent  you  here,  when  you  resign  your 
delegated  trust,  and  they  ask  you,  Where  are  our  rights  ?  Where 
is  our  Sugar-bill  ?  Where  our  Mutiny-bill  ? 

<'What  will  be  the  consequence  of  your  not  explaining  your 
rights  now  ?  When  a  peace  happens  it  will  then  be  too  late;  your 
island  will  be  drainea  of  its  people ;  the  emigrhnts  will  say,  let  us 
prefer  freedom  in  America  to  slavery  at  home,it?Mf  cmse  to  be  bis 
Majestif^seubjeetsherei  to  become  his  equals  there.  Let  us  not  there- 
fore suffer  the  same  men,  whose  infamous  arts  were  reprobated  in 
America,  to  succeed  here." 


He  then  made  his  motion  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty.— 

<<  To  assure  his  Majesty,  of  our  most  sincere  and  unfeigned  ^» 
tachment  to  his  Majesty's  person  and  government. 

^^  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  a^ree 
people;  that  the  crown  of  Ireland  is  a  distinct  kingdom,  with  a 
Parliament  of  her  own,  the  sole  legislature  thereof. 

^^To  assure  his  Majesty,  thatl>y  our  fundamental  laws  and 
franchises,  laws  and  franchises  which  we,  on  the  part  of  thb  na- 
tion^ do  claim  and  challenge  as  her  birth  right,  the  soUecta  of  this 
kingdom  cannot  be  bound,  affected  or  obliged,  bv  any  legislature, 
save  only  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  of  this  his  Majesty's 
realm  of  Ireland;  nor  is  there  auv  other  body  of  men  who  have 
power  or  authority  to  make  laws  for  the  same. 

^^  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  uis  Majesty's  subjects  of  Ireland 
conceive  that  iu  this  privilege  is  contained  the  very  essence  of 
their  liberty,  and  that  they  tender  it  as  they  do  their  lives,  and 
accordingly  have  with  one  voice  declared  and  protested  against 
tlie  interposition  of  any  other  Parliament  in  the  legislation  of 
this  country. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  have  seen,  with  concern^  the 
Parliatneot  of  Great  Britain  advance  a  claim  to  make  laws  for 
Irelund ;  and  our  anxirty  is  kept  alive,  when  we  pereeive  the  same 
Parliament  still  persist' in  tbat  claim,  as  may  appear  by  recent 
Bi  itish  acts,  which  affect  to  bind  Ireland,  but  to  which  the  sub- 
jects of  Ireland  can  pay  uo  attention. 
*^  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  next  to  onr  liberticsi  nx  value 


hoax 

f>ar  eonDeeiion  ^ith-OrMitt  BrifaiB^on^wliieli  we  etmeeiTe,  atthii 
time  noBt  partieularlj,  the  happiness  of  both  kingdoms  does  de- 
pend, and  which,  as  it  is  onr  most  sincere  wish,  so  shall  it  be  oar 
principal  study  to  ealtirate,  and  render  perpetoal.  That  under 
this  impression,  we  eannot  sngff^sl  any  means,  whereby  sueh  eon- 
nection  ean  so  much  be  improved  or  strengthened,  as  by  a  renun- 
ciation of  the  elaimof  the  British  Parliament*  to  make  laws  for 
Ireland,  a  claim  useless  to  Bnglaiid,  cruel  to  Ireland,  and  with- 
out any  foundation  in  law. 

^<  That  impressed  with  an  high  sense  of  the  unanimity  and 
lostiee  of  the  British  character,  and  in  the  most  entire  reliance  on 
lljs  Majesty's  paternal  eare,  we  have  set  forth  our  right  and  senti- 
mentS)  and  without  prescribing  any  mode  to  his  Miyesty,  throw 
ourselves  on  his  royal  wisdom. ' 

This  motion  was  seconded  J>y  Mr.  Brownlow, 
and  supported  by  Husset  Bdrgh.  The  Attor- 
«ey-general  moved  to  have  it  put  off  to  the  first 
of  August;  which  amendment  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  130  to  68. 

A  ministerial  majority  continued  to  negative 
the  most  important  questions  proposed  by  the 
patrit^c  members,  who  were  loudly  supported 
by  the  voice  of  the  Volunteers.  The  situation 
of  Ireland  was  daily  becoming  more  critical ;  the 
taxes  were  deficient — the  national  debt  was  con- 
siderably augmented;  while  the  people,  irritated 
against  Government,  and  conceiving  themselves 
betrayed  by  Parliament,  looked  only  to  the 
Volunteers  for  a  redress  of  their  complaints; — 
these  by  their  union  had  become  more  formidable 
than  ever; — the  resolutions  of  Dungannon  were 
re-echoed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
What  might  have  been  the  consequence,  if 
Government  had  persevered  in  refusing  the 
claims  of  the  people,  is  happily  matter  now  only 
of  conjecture.  Providentially  for  this  kiugdom  and 
for  Great  Britain,  the  Tory  ministry,  whose  pre- 
cipitate councils  had  lost  America,  and  suspend- 
ed   the    safety  of  England    on  the    brink    of  de- 
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are  ii»  longer  sn  insolrent  gentry,  wtthont  privH^f^^  «X6qit  to 
tread  upon  a  crest-fallen  constituency,  nor  a  constituency  witht 
out  privilege,  except  to  tread  upon  the  Catholie  body ;  yoH  ara 
now  a  united  peonle,  a  natron  manifesting  itself  to  Europe  insijc* 
nal  instances  of  gWy.  Tom  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  you  will 
find  the  ancient  spirit  has  everywhere  expired;  Sweden  has  lost 
her  libei'ty ;  England  is  declining ;  the  other  nations  support  their 
oonsequenee  by  mercenary  armies,  or  on  the  remembrance  of  a 
mighty  name :  but  you  are  the  only  people  that  have  recovered 
your  constitution,  recovered  it  by  steady  virtue.  You  have  de» 
parted  from  the  example  of  other  nations,  and  have  become  aa^ct* 
ample  to  them.  You  not  only  excel  modem  Europe,  but  yoo  ex« 
eel  what  she  can  boast  of  old.  Liberty,  in  former  times,  was  re^^ 
eovered  by  the  quick  feelings  and  rapid  impulse  of  the  populace, 
excited  by  some  strong  objeef  presented  to  the  senses.  6Qeh  «a 
object  was  the  daughter  of  Yirginius,  sacrificed  to  virtue  $  soek 
Uie  seven  bishops,  whose  meagre  and  haggard  looks  expressed  thfc 
rigour  of  their  sufferings  ;  but  no  history  can  produce  an  instaned 
of  men  like  vou,  musinsfor  years  upon  oppression,  and  then,  up* 
on  a  determination  of  right,  rescuing  the  land. 

*<  The  supporters  of  liberty,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  mixed 
their  sentiments  of  constitution  with  principles  of  gloomy  bigotrvf 
but  you  have  soueht  liberty  on  her  own  principles ;  you  see  the 
delegates  of  the  North  advocates  for  the  Catholics  of  the  Souths 
the  Presbytery  of  Bangor  mixing  the  milk  of  humanity  With  the 
benignity  of  the  gospel ;  as  Christians  tolerant ;  as  Irishmen  united. 

^<  This  House,  agreeing  with  the  desires  of  the  nation,  relaxed 
the  penal  code,  and  by  so  doing,  got  more  than  it  gave  ^  you  found 
advantages  from  generosity,  and  grew  rich  in  the  very  act  of 
vonr  bounty ;  it  was  not  merely  an  act  of  bounty  to  the  Catholics, 
it  was  an  act  of  bounty  to  yourselves ;  yon  hardly  had  g^ven  them 
privilej^es,  when  you  felt  your  own,  and  ma^ified  your  liberty  by 
enlargtn^^  the  sphere  of  its  action.  You  did  not  give  away  your 
own  power  :  No  5  yon  formed  an  alliance  with  Catholic  power, 
and  found  in  that  alliance  a  new  strength  and  a  new  freedom. 
Fortunately  for  us  England  did  not  take  the  lead;  her  Minister 
did  not  take  the  lead  in  the  restoration  of  our  rights;  had  England 
in  the  first  instance  ceded,  you  Mould  have  sunk  under  the  weight 
of  the  obligation,  and  given  back  the  acauisition  with  a  sheep* 
ish  gratitude  ;  but  the  virtue,  the  pride  of  the  people  was  our  re* 
source,  and  it  is  right  that  people  should  have  a  loftv  conceptioa 
of  themselves.  It  was  necessary  that  Ireland  should  be  her  own 
redeemer,  to  form  her  mind  as  well  as  her  constitution,  and  erect 
in  her  soul  a  vast  ima^  of  herself,  and  a  lofly  sense  of  her  own 
fxhaltation:  other  nations  have  trophies  and  records  to  elevate 
the  human  mind ;  those  outward  and  visible  signs  of  glory,  those 
monuments  of  their  heroic  ancestors,  such  as  were  wont  to  animate 
the  ancient  Greek  and  Romans,  and  rouse  them  in  their  country's 
cause ;  but  you  had  nothing  to  callforththe  greatness  of  the  land, 


WMMepi  injiiiitly  aad  iktre&re  it  10  aatouttling  tbatyou  should 
haye  preserved  yoor  pride  $  but  more  asioBishing  that  jrou  shonld 
proeeed  with  a  temper  eeldoiii  found  amongst  the  injured,  and  a 
Mioeess  never  but  with  the  virtuous ;  which  not  onlj  elevates 
yon  above  our  own  level,  hut  makes  yea  equal  to  those  nations^ 
nodeni  and  aneient,  whose  histories  vou  are  aceastomed  to  ad- 
■aire,  and  among  whow^  you  are  now  to  be  recorded.  You  have  no 
trophies;  bnt  we  libertv  you  .transmit  to  your  posterity  is  more 
tJban  trophy.  I  dwell  tne  more  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  be* 
eause  I  hold  it  necessary  to  pour  into  the  public  mind  a  consid- 
erable Dortion  of  pride,  acting  no  to  a  good  national  character 
foasdeaon  a  great  transaction*  \Vhat  sets  one  nation  above  an- 
other, bnt  the  soul  that  dwells  therein,  that  cethtrialjire:  for  it  is 
^of  no  avail  that  the  arm  be  strong  if  the  soul  be  not  great.  The 
"mrmies  of  England  were  most  numerous  under  her  late  adminis** 
timtion;  bat  tbe  English  soul  which  should  have  inspired  these 
armies,  was  gone.  What  signifies  it,  that  three  hundred  men  in 
the-Honse  of  €ommon»-«what  signifies  it  that  one  hundred  nieu 
in  the  House  of  Peers,  assert  their  country's  cause,  if  unsup* 
ported  by  the  people ;  nor  was  this  act  of  your  redemotion  con* 
fined  to  any  body  of  men;  all  have  had  a  share  in  it;  tnere  is  not 
ft  man  that  washes  his  firelock  this  night — there  is  not  a  grand 
jary— there  is  not  an  association— 4here  is  not  a  corps  of  Volun- 
teers—there is  not  a  meeting  of  their  delegates,  tnat  is  not  a 
party  to  this  acquisition,  and  pledged  to  support  it  to  the  loiSt 
orop  of  his  bl^od.  It  seems  as  if  the  subjects  of  Ireland  had  met 
stt  the  Altar,  and  eommunieated  a  national  sacrament  Juries, 
cities,  counties,  commoners,  nobles,  volunteers,  gradations,  reli- 
gions, a  solid  lea^e,  a  rapid  fire. 

<<  Gentlemen  will  pereeive  I  allude  to  the  transaction  at  Dun- 
gannon ;  not  long  ago  that  meeting  was  considered  as  a  very 
alarming  measure :  but  I  thought  otherwist,  I  approved  of  it,  and 
eonsidered  it  a  great  original  tra$isactiun^  and  like  all  original 
measures,  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise,  until  it  became  matter  of 
admiration.  AVhat  more  surprising,  or  less  within  the  ordinary 
•ourse  of  thingg,  than  the  convention  of  Parliament ;  what  more 
eitraordinary  transaction  than  the  attainment  of  Magna  Charta. 
It  was  not  attained  in  Parliament,  but  by  the  Barons  in  thefidd* 
Great  measures,  sueh  as  the  meeting  of  the  English  at  Runny- 
mead,  the  meeting  of  the  Irish  at  DiinganDon,are  original  transact 
tions,  not  following  from  precedent,  but  containing  in  themselves 
both  principle  and  precedent.  The  revolution  had  no  precedent, 
the  Christian  religion  had  no  precedent,  the  Apostles  had  no 
precedent. 

'^  Did  this  meeting  found  itself  on  tbe  eonstitutlbn  ?  Yes ;  the 
the  constitution  eives  every  elector  a  share  in  it ;  this  forms  a 
constitntional  public.  To  preserve  this  share,  the  electors  must 
meet,  most  confer,  must  associate ;  for  communities  cannot  exist 
as  individuals.  Was  the  eommunity  ealled  upon  to  confer  ?  Yes ; 
all  the  great  constitutional  questions  had  been  lost;  and  tbe  puK- 


Ke  eaase,  desperate  in  Pftrltan^iity'fMlnttf  ttieteniltvraieiisttav^ 
Had  the  Idte  Irish  Miniiter  bee*  less  vietotioiiA  here,  he  had  not 
called  upon  all  the  Btttien  to  A]f  Me  him.  Did  the  reseltttiea^ 
of  this  meeting  tend  to  preserve  the  eotietHvtieii  ?  Yes;  the 
meetin?  remlree  that  theelaini  ef  the  BrilMi  FariiameiittO'hhHK 
Ireland  is  illec^l  i  is  there  any  man  on  earth  who  will  dettj  this 
positron  ?  For  "what  are  the  VolmiCeera  aesoeiated,  hot  for  the 
m-eservation  of  the  laws  t  And  what  is  the  elaia  of  the  BrMA 
Parliament  but  a  sabversion  of  «lt  law.  The  meeting  retoh«s« 
that  the  powers  of  the  eonncils  to  smother  and  adulterate  yoar 
laws,  is  a  i^evanee ;  that  is,  they  support  your  privilege,  in* 
vaded  by  those  powers ;  they  support  jon  if  jon  are  tenaeiont  of 
your  privileges :  if  not,  they  support  Parliament— Parliament 
against  Tou ; — the  ri^s  of  Faimuimeni  against  the  tempantf 
trustee  that  would  rtHnqnish  them.  The  meeting  reprobates  a 
perpetual  Mutinr*Bill ;  so  do  we  all.  The  meeting  protests 
against  a  dependant  judieature — an  independent  army— «gaintt' 
a  Legislative  Privy  Uouneil,  and  a  foreign  Parliament^  a  mon-* 
strous  combination  this ;  and  not  a  eonsHtution ;  something  wbidi 
supersedes  you  and  your  rights;  and  therefore  these  men«  the 
^odift^  at'Dungannon,  have  aeted  for  you,  and  have  felt  for 
yon  and  your  i^rivileaes ;  and  aeeordingly  ^ou  have  very  wisely 
aeeeded  to  their  resolutions,  and  put  the  Insh  Parliament  at  the 
head  of  this  meeting  dnd  of  this  armament;  and  made  their  de« 
termination  tlie  great  aet  $  ineontrovertible  right,  and  nnaltera« 
ble  purpose  of  the  nation.  Let  other  nations  basely  suppose  that 
the  people  were  made  for  Ghivemment;  we  assert  that  Govern* 
ment  was  made  for  the  people ;  great  and  august  as  they  nre, 
they  do  but  perform  their  periodieal  revolutions;  evai  the  Crown, 
that  great  luminary,  whose  brightness  they  all  refleet,  reeei^es 
his  eheering  fire  from  the  flame  of  the  eonstitntion ;  and  there- 
fore we  may  seek  the  sentimentu  of  publie  meeting;  and  when  wo 
jipeak,  let  us  speak  with  effeet;-— let  us  speak  to  the  King  as  to 
a  man  who  has  feelings  |ike  ourselves,  and  like  ourselves  will 
speak  the  claims  of  liberty. 

<<  Yon  did  not  expect  some  time  ago  it  would  come  to  this ;  you 
did  little  imagine  that  those  men,  whom  some  of  you  laughed  at, 
parading  the  streets  at  first  in  awkward  squads-^who  were  the 
seoif  of  saney  affeetation,  should  have  proved  the  saviours  of  their 
country;  should  proceed  with  such  moderation  as  to  be  dreadful 
only  to  the  enemies  of  their  eountry,  and  of  their  country's  eon* 
stitution;  would  hare  formed  to  the  solidity  of  strength  and  emi* 
nenee  of  virtue,  as  to  have  proceeded  to  the  height  of  things! 
Wonderful  propriety  of  conduct  there  must  have  been,  to  have 
preserved  those  associations; — ^no  license— -no  turbulence — ^nn 
eceentri city-— infallible  as  the  laws  of  motion,  they  live  in  the 
constitution  they  preserve,  and  the  spirit  they  inspire. 

*«I«etnot  England  fear  the  Irish  Volunteers;  if  she  wishes 
well  to  Ireland,  she  has  nothing  to  fiear  from  her  strength;  the 
Volunteers  of  Ireland  would  die  in  support  of  England.    This  ' 
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Afttfon  k  etttiwetedl  iHth  Bt^ud  wMk  hf  M^fkm$t  miljr,  tat 
Hbwty;  Uie  Cfown  it  one  ereftt  pokt  of  uaioa,  bat  Sla^ft 
Charta  is  %  greater  $  we  eoukl  oet  a  king  any  where,  bat  Bag* 
laad  it  tbe  only  eouatry  freai  wbMb  we  eoaU  get  a  eoostltathmi 
a»diti»  this  whieb  makes  Snglaad  your  natural  eonneetiov. 
Ireiaadhas  British firinleget,  audit  by  them  eesiieeted  witk 
Britata;  bath  eomntriet  are  aaited  in  liberty.  This  island  wat 
planted  by  Britith  privilmt  as  well  at  hf  Britith  men ;  it  it  ik 
eaaneetian, noiat  Jufhce  B&ekftam  hae  ftdtely  taid,  by  eenqnett, 
bat  at  I  baire  repeateSy  taid,  by  charter.  LUnrtyj  we  90jf^  wUk 
Enf^fmd  ;  hiJk  at  M  evenls  liberty.  This  it  the  deeided  tente  oC 
the  nation }  and  the  men  who  endeavoar  to  make  onr  eomieetiott 
with  Bnalaad  of  qai^drate  with  this  fixed  pattioa  of  the  eountryv 
etttend/er  the  British  nation  and  the  ims^  of^  empire.  W^ 
ut  not  growing  in  our  elaims,  niH*  immoderate  in  onr  demandty 
nor  vehement  in  our  langUMe ;  we  are  friends  to  Snaland,  en 
perfeet  politieal  efuaiity.  This  House  of  Parliament  knowt  no 
stperior;  the  men  of  Ireland  aeknowledee  no  tai»eriors$  they 
have  elaimed  laws  under  the  aathority  of  the  Britith  Conttito^ 
tioo;  and  tbe  independenee  of  Parliament  under  the  authority 
«f  the  lawt  of  Ood  and  man.  This  right  is  so  interwoven  witn 
TOOT  nature^  that  you  cannot  part  with  it  though  ^ou  were  wiU 
ling;  jfotf  received  it  jfrem  God^  and  ifou  eanmat  ffteld  ii  to  man* 
Beside,  you  are  too  high  in  pride»  eharJleter,  and  power,  to  suf- 
fer any  nation  to  olaim  a  right  to  make  your  laws  $  it  beeomes  ib 
qoestion  of  pride  as  well  as  privilege.  What  would  Europe 
say  of  you  I  What  would  history  say  of  you  ?  Subterfugety 
negoeiMiona,  and  all  qualification  or  composition,  will  never  do| 
jou  ca|inot  ne^^iate  upon  fundamental  nehts.  Will  the  noble* 
C  men,  the  gentlemen,  the  armed  men  of  Ireland^  stoop  to  any 
other  people  ?  Noy  never.  The  nation  is  committed,  she  can- 
not bend;  the  armed  presence  of  the  nation  cannbtbend;  be«^ 
sides,  England  has  brought  forward  the  question^  not  only  by 
making  laws  for  this  kingdom  last  session,  but  by  enabling  Hb 
Majesty  to  repeal  all  the  laws  which  Bngland  has  made  for 
America.  What  is  this,  but  that  America^  differing  from  Ire* 
land  in  not  having  a  constitution;  in  not  having  a  charter;  is 
having  less  loyalty  than  Ireland ;  in  having  shea  much  Englisk 
blood;  that  America  shall  be  free  1  And  will  Ireland  sink  in  a 
new  point,  and  be  the  only  nation  whose  liberty  England  will 
not  acknowledge,  and  whose  affection  she  cannot  subdue  ?  What,^ 
has  she  consented  to  repeal  the  Declaratory-ace  against  America,, 
and  will  she  retain  the  Declaratorv«aet  aj^ainst  treland  ?  Is  she 
ready  to  acknowledge  the  indeperutence  oiAroerioa,  and  will  she 
not  acknowledge  the  liberty  of  Ireland,  the  ancient  kingdom  olf 
Ireland,  wilh  her  charter  and  her  crown?  This  indeed  were  aft 
unconJittonal  surrender,  a  surrender  to  arms.-  I  laugh  at  thotii 
who  call  the  liberty  of  Ireland  the  diseraee  of  England;  such  » 
prineiple  would  be  the  disgrace  of  England  j  it  has  already 
been  her  destruction* 


*  ^'  For  ackuoTrledgjoDg  imiecifjiiLlikerijs  SafpMil  l^t^  Xim^lfi» 
of  necessity  :  for  acknowled^iiis  ibe.liberty  of  Ireland»  she  ,ha» 
the  plea  of  ,iustiee.— «The  Bntuin  nation^  if  she  consultf  with,  the 
heaa^or  wilh  the  h^rt^^  will  jaot^  or  cannot  refase  our  cjaiouf 
or  were  it  iioaaible  she  could  refuse*  /  will .  not  <9tiibM^.^— If  ling^ 
Hni  (which  I  eaonot  believe)  is  capable  of  refuung  lo.reDeal  the 
Declaratory -act  aj^inst  Ireland^  after  she  has  enabled  bis  Majeslj 
to  repeal  thai  which  was  made  against  America,  if  sl^e  vi^ta  ca- 
pable, of  imposing  that  distinction^  you  are  incapable  of  suhmit- 
tin^  to  it;  the  members  of  this  House  cannot  submii  to  it;  no 
imtion  in  so  little  formed  to  bear  any  thing  that  boka  like  personal 
disrespect  $  n^ny  of  as  have  received  great  honours  from  the  pco* 
pie;  can  we^ran  I, for  instance,  among  others,  take  the  civie 
crown  from  .my  head,  and  go  under  the  yoke  of  the  British  ui- 
prema^'y)  real  or  imaginary  ?  Some  of  the  gentlemen  of  this 
ifountryare  the  descendants  of  kings;  can  they  pay  allegiance  Ijo 
their  ancestors'  crown,  on  the  head  of  every  common  man  in  Eng- 
4and  ?  I  know  the  gentlemen  of  this  country  too  well.  1  know 
they  will  not  submit.  The  submission  would  go  aj^nst  their 
personal  estimation,  as  well  as  against  their  puhlie  right.  They 
would  not  submit  to  the  insult  in  the  face  of  Europe. — Are  colon- 
ists to  be  free,  and  these  royal  subjects  slaves  ?  Can  the  nation, 
in  this  popiilar  and  r4)yal  predicament,  live  cordially  with  the 
.peonle  of  Eugland,  except  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  ? 

''I  have  done  with  the  supremacy  of  England,  and  shall  now 
^av  a  word  on  the  appellant  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of.Lorda;. 
.The  Irish  House  of  Lords  must  have  their  judicature,  th^ir  birth-* 
right,  their  unalienable  privilege ;  it  is  the  English  constitution* 
aud  niu^t  be  restored.  1  must  hear  very  strong  argument,  ^udeed, 
before  I  can  be  brought  to  think  that  this  country  is  unfit  for  the 
British  constitution.  The  supposed  incapacity  of  the  Lords  to 
decide  the  question  of  law  is  an  absurd  way  of  talking;  give 
them  power,  and  you  give  Iheni  capacity.  Cannot  they  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Jitdges  I  Do  not  they  correspond  with  the  Judge  of 
Lnsland  ?  .Are  not  the  lay  Lords  of  England,  as  unacquainted 
with  law,  as  the  lay  Lords  of  Ireland  ?  Ana  is  not  L-eland  capable 
of  having  law  Lorcls  competent  to  law  I  The  present  men.  arc  so. 
Are  they  not  to  adjudicate  under  the  public  eye  ?  Will  not  they 
be  ambitious  of  a  chaste  discharge  of  a  new  power  ?  We  can  nev- 
er fear  any  abuse  of  it.  The  Lords  will  exercise  with  caution  a 
t lower  restored  to  them  by  the  virtue  of  tjieir  countrymen.  Sir, 
see  in  that  House,  not  only  sound  lecal  knowledge,  but  a  yonng 
and  e;luwing  vigour,  virtue,  and  capacity,  that  will  assert  and  ex- 
alt the  peerage  of  Ireland. 

«*  But  you  are  to  consider  tliis  head  in  another  point  of  view ; 
vuu  are  culled  on  this  day  to  settle  the  constitution  ;  and  if  you 
leave  any  thing  unsettled,  if  you  leave  any  thing  unasserted,  you 
arere^jmuriible  to  England  that  the  settlement  shall  be  final,  and 
therefor^  it  must  be  radical*    England  meets  your  wishes,  the 
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leirMKriBtTy  iht^M  to  remove  ^trj  subject  of  dhpnte,  and  tlirotr 
tletnft^lVet  on  ikt  sap^rt  of  the  people ;  their  how  can  we  support 
them,  if  iny  canse  of  dispute  be  left  ?  Enp^land  has  said,  state  your' 
j;riettliee  5  and  shafl  wn  nerfect  to  do  so  ?  If  we  do,  and  if  tlhcre 
flftftf  be  general  meetings  of  the  people,  and  of  the  Volunteers,  to 
eompfaunofgrieranees,  after  %vliat  is  intended  foraiinal  adjust- 
ttenV^oiiM  not  England  think  there  was  something  insatiable  in 
tkelritfh  people  ?  Do  not  you  know,  that  if  tfie  leij^islative  supre- 
macyis  eeded,  thcjwrisdictivc  will  be  the  next  subject  of  attack. 
The  wound  opiepg  again  of  the  old  splinter.  These  are  great  eon- 
jnneturea,  but  I  would[not  have  them  the  ordinary  course  of  things, 
I  wohM  therelbre  settle  all  our  questions  with  England  now,' 
and  «hake  hands  with  her  for  e vef. 
•*  The  qnestion  of  judicature  cannot  be  distant  from  the  micstion 
of  legirittture.    If  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  be  partially  repealed,  tlic 
eHum  of  legislation  is  not  ceded.     Let  us  then  restore  the  appel- 
lant jarisdietion  ;  for  if  that  part  of  the  act  be  not  repealed,  they 
leave  not  only  the  claim  of  uritish  sopremaev  standing  as^ins't 
us,  but  they  leave  tlie  exercise  of  the  power  existing ;  for  the  part 
of  that  act  which  vests  the  judicature  in  England,  is  an  exercise 
of  legislative  authority.     To  cede  the  latter,  therefore,  the  law 
must  be  repealed  in  toUr;  and  if  repealed,  their  original  rigl^t 
reverts  to  the  Peers,  unless  you  pass  an  act,  divesting  the  Peers 
of  Ireland  of  their  here<litary  right — ^bnt  will  the  Peers  submit 
to  this  P— wifl  the  people  submit? — will  you  expose  administra- 
fion  t«  the  odium  of  such  an  act  ?    It  eaunot  be ;  the  illustrious 
House  of  Peers,  composed  of  persons  of  the  first  learning,  talents 
and  abifities — aged  men,  matured  in  wisdom,  aspiring  youth,, 
animi^d  to  fflory,  never  will  rest  in  the  fashionable  insignific- 
ance to  which  they  have  been  reduced,  nor  carry  about  the  worlds 
in  tVeir  noble  persons^  the  evident  badge  of  extinguished  honor. 
So,  my  Lords,  you  shall  have  your  iudicature;  you  shall  sit  in 
tlie  seat  of  your  ancestors,  dispensms  justice,  according  to  the 

ways  o^the  constitution,  in  full  nobility. ^England  can  have 

no  objeetion  to  this — she  is  not  ambitious  of  the  trouble  of  bcin;; 
ftn  arbiter. 

*•  I  now  come  to  the  third  head — the  Mutiny-bill :  (here  he 
condemned  it  very  forcibly,  mentioned  several  reasons  against  its 
perpetuity,  and  what  kind  of  a  Mutiny-bill  there  should  be)  it 
mast,  says  he,  be  limited  in  time,  in  number  of  men,  the  articles. 
of  war  set  forth,  and  the  En&cUsh  declaration  of  rights,  in  the 
preamble.  He  then  went  to  the  fourth  head,  the  law  of  Poyn- 
int^,  tfnder  which  theeouncils  had  exercised  apowerof  suppres- 
niB^  and  altering  bills ;  both  which  powers  must  be  extinguished 
by  uiw. 

^  I  eannot  imagine  the  present  Ministers  of  England  are  inimi- 
cal to  the  rights  of  the  Irish  nation,  when  they  have  been  for  so* 
many  years  advocates  for  the  liberties  of  England  and  of  the" 
colonies.     It  was  the  great  rule  pf  iheir  opposition ;  and  it  i»in^'- 


^  fabdEtiu 

CMtftle  that  men,  wli6  ai'e  rtudj  togMki  inde^ttd^t^ci^  Ifc  AMner* 
k^  can  oppose  the  independenee  ofireland.    If  the  late  MHili* 
try  lost  thirteen  colonies  dnrine  the  course  of  our  trnwecessfsl 

*  war,  Ii^eland  has,  from  being  a  ebiony^  grown  into  a  nation*  1fiA¥iL* 
teters  hare  the  same  powers,  and  the  same  seiitiments  in  offif^',thit 
thev  had  when  in  opposition  ;  if  they  are  not  aft-aM  of  Trdandi 

'if^  instead  of  seeking  to  sooth,  they  mean  to  redress  it  ^  If^hey 
'will  eive  us  amok  and  unqnalijitd  redress  §  the  Irish  pecypieihifti 
are  their ^/Wenrfs,  the  volunteers  are  their  army,  and  ire  arc  l*ftrtr 
Supporters :  we  will  gire  them  a  support  very  dilfeT'ent  from  the 
canting  of  moderation,  or  that  sort  of  pensioned  loyaHy.  whose 
exertions  never  vreut  beyond  these  walls  :  and  let  me  add,  tliii  ts 
a  time  when  a  venal  Parliament,  and  a  marmuring  country^  will 
tiot  serve  either Eagland  or  Ireland.    The  same  sentiment  of  heA- 

•  sioned  loyalty  did  very  well,  when  every  thing  was  to  be  fost  $ 
hut  won't  do  now,  when  things  are  to  be  recovered  5  yoa  must  ad- 
vance tlie  state  now,  with  a  u>yalty  amounting  to  a  pUsslon,  stil9i 
as  a  bribe  don't  inspire,  but  such  as  British  privileges  wilt  inspire. 
But  then  the  redress  must  b^  matiW.  and  strictly  coni^titutional  $ 
there  must  be  no  shuffiing^  no  artnil  delay.  1  do  not  say  th}t 
ministers  should  take  the  lead  in  this  business  :  if  they  iviflhilt 
eoncede,  if  they  will  not  oppose  our  rights,  I  will  support  their 
admiQistration.  '      ' 

"  1  have  In  my  hand  the  terms  $  T  will  read  them  5'  "^    ' 

<<  tthof  Giro.  L  inadmissible;  foreign  judicature  in^dmissibft, 
legislative  power  of  the  Council  inadmissible  5  perpetual  Mutiify 
Bui  inadmissible. 

^  Limit  and  new  mould  the  Mutiny  Bill^  extinguish  the  fegis. 
lative  power df  the  Council ;  restore  the  povterof  Lords;  estah- 
lish  the  independency  of  Parliament. 

'*  These  are  my  private  terms :  I  speak  to  Viceroys  and  Kinai 
here  in  Parliament ;  and  those  being  complied  with,  I  will  taKe 
»  decided  part  with  the  present  Government.  Consulted,  if  they 
please  hut  not  considered  ;  I  douH  say  that  men  of  character 
ought  not  to  take  places  under  this  administration ;  these  things 
heins  done,  places  become  honorable,  and  men  of  character  ougbt 
to  take  them,  to  inspire  the  Nation  with  a  contideuce  in  Govern- 
pient,  by  shewing,  in  the  first  offices  of  trust,  the  most  faithful  of 
servants,  and  exhibiting  in  the  same  person  the  friend  of  thepeo« 
pic,  and  of  his  Majesty's  government. 

"When  I  disclaim  office,  I  should  not  disclaim  responsibllitT, 
mor  impose  a  rule  for  others,  but  crave  indulgence  for  a  singulan- 
ty ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  I  was 
not  acquainted  with  those  about  iiim$  nay,  if  he  had  sent  for  me, 
I  am  persuaded  I  should  have  declined  thehononr  of  seeing  him* 
'  But  as  I  believe  hi^  Government  will  be  virtuous,  so  fhr  he  shall 
have  my/ree  support.  Yes,  I  will,  if  called  upon,  go  hito  the  cabi- 
net, the  people's  friend :  1  will  return  unplaced^  and  anpension^ 
0d$  aupporting  bat  not  supported. 


^,  '^^  Tkikt«D  iiunble  ad4(esft  be  presented  to  Bis  Mftjeity,  to  re- 
pn»tyM,H^9ti  tte  tfuinkftof  this  House  for  his  most  giaeioiis 

•iDCiss^g^  to.tliis  House,  signified  by  his  Qrace  theXiOrd  Lieuienant. 
«  ^  T^  v^nxt  His  Migesty  Qf  our  unshaken  attachment  to  His 

*  Jtfiiyfsty'a  l^rsosi  ajid.governinedtt  and  of  oar  lively  sense  of  hia 

ttter^al  caret  in  thus  taking  the  lead  to  administer  content  to  His 
yesty's  subjects  of  Ireland. 
'  ^  That  thus  eneonraged  by  his  royal  interposition,  we  shall 
beg  leave»  with  all  duty  and  affection,  to  lay  before  His  Majesty 
the  cause  of  our  discontents  and  jealousies :  To  assure  His  Ma- 
.  j«tly  that  his  subjects  of  Ireland  are  a  v&ei&  PEorta ;  that  the 
Crown  of  Irelana  is  an  imperial  Crown  inseparably  annexed  to 
the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  on  which  connection  the  interests 
and  happiness  of  both  nations  essentially  depend ;  birt  that  the 
Jdngdon  of  Ireland  is  9idyitinct  Artf^om,  with  n,  Parliament,  of 
her  own^  the  sole  Legislature  thereof^  that  there  is  no  body  of  men 
coaweteat  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  nation,  except  the  'SSfl^t 
Xoros,  and  Commona  of  Ireland^  nor  any  other  Parliament  which 
bath  any  authority  or  power,  of  anv  soA  whatsoevsr/in  this  coun- 
trj9  •^▼t  only  the  Parliament  of  Ireland*  To  assure  His  Ma« 
jesty,  that  we  humbly  conceive  that  in  this  right  the  very  esscJi^o 
of  our  liberties  exists;  a  right  whieh  we,  on  the  part  of  all  the 
people  of  hreUmd,  do  claim  as  their  birth-right j  and  which  we  tan* 
n0t  Mid  BUT  WITH  OUR  LIVES. 

'*To  assure  His  Majesty,  that  we  have  seen  with  eoncem  cer- 
tain claims  advanced  bv  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  an 
acilt^  entitled  an  actfor  the  better  scouring  the  dependency  of  Ire- 
land :  an  act  containin|;  matter  entirely  irrecoucikabie  to  the 
Jnndamental  rights  of  this  nation.  That  we  conceive  this  act,  and 
the  clainis  it  advances,  to  be  the  great  and  principal  eause  o£tho 
discontents  and  Jealousies  in  this  Kingdom. 

<*  To  assure  His  Majesty,  that  His  Majesty's  Commons  of  Ire- 
land do  most  sincerely  wish  that  ail  bills  which  become  law,^in 
Ireland,  should  receive  the  approbation  of  His  Majesty,  under 
the  great  seal  of  Britain ;  but  that  yet  we  do  consider  the  practice 
ot  suppressing  our  bills  in  the  councils  of  Ireland,  or  aUering.the 
same  anjf  where^  to  be  another  jusf  cause  of  discontent  and  jealousy. 

^  To  lUtiure  His  Majesty  that  an  act,  entitled  an  actfor  the  bet* 
ter  accommodation  of  His  Majesty's  forces,  being  unlimited  in  du* 
ration^,  and  defective  in  other  instances,  but  passed  in  that  shape, 
IVom  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  times,  is  another  just 
eause  of  duseonteat  and  jealousy  in  this  kinj^om. 

^^  That  we  have  submitted  these  tlie  principal  causes  of  ^e 
present  discontent  and  jealousy  of  Ireland,  and  remain  in  bumble 
expectation  of  redreu. 


«'  Thut  we  have Ihe greftfteit  reKMrae^n  Hi»  Mftjett^'tf  ^Mind^: 

tlic  most  sanguine  expectations  from  his  virtuous  ehoiee  of  a  Chief 
Governor,  and  great  eonfidence  in  the  wise,  aospieious,  and 
conslitutioual  eouBeibi  which  wete^  wilh  laitftfadtoo^  tti9 
Majesty  has  adopted. 

<^  That  w^  have,  moreover,  a  high  gense  and  vencratloii  tot  the 
Sritish  character,  and  do  therefbre  coacei^re  ttHtttiie  jiroQMd*. 
ittgs  of  this  country,  founded  as  they  are  in  ri^ht,  and  tempered 
hy  duty,  must  have  excited  the  approbation  andesteemy  instead  of 
wouud^ng  the  pride  of  the  BrUish  nation, 

^^  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  are  the 
more  conOrmed  in  this  hope,  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  this  king* 
4om  have  sever  expreiitea  a  desiie  to  share  the  /tudom  af  Mng^ 
land,  without  dedartng  a  determination  to  $fiare  her  fate  like^ 
wise,  STANDmG  AND  FALLING  WrrH  THE  BRIT- 
ISH  NATION. 


To  this  remarkable  address^  a  most  gracious  an- 
swer was  given. — In  a  few  clays  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
made  a  speeeh  to  both  Houses ;  in  which  he  informed 
them,  that  the  Legislature  of  Britain  had  concurred 
in  a  resolution  to  remove  the  cause  of  their  diseon- 
teat,  and  were  united  iti  a  desire  to  gratify  every  wish 
expressed  in  the  late  address  to  the  Throne. 

A  negociation  was  instantly  commenced  between 
the  two  Nations^  which  terminated  in  tlie  repeal  of  6th 
of  Gbo.  I. — the  act  by  which  the  British  Parliament 
declared  its  right  to  bind  Ireland  by  British  statutes. 

Thus,  by  the  exertions  of  a  liberal  and  wise  Ad- 
ministration,  were  the  liberties  of  Ireland  restored ; 
peace,  unity,  and  concord  diffused  through  a  revived 
Nation  ;  and  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  British 
Empire  increased,  by  adding  strength,  vigour,  and 
felicity  to  that  important  part  of  it. 

Mr.  GllATTAN's  popularity  was  now  at  its  acme. 
The  atchievement  of  a  Nation's  independence,  by  an 
individual,  unaided  by  any  force  or  any  influence^  but 
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ihirtfuHkicb  geiiiuy  and  wUeh  tniith  aflbrd,  wm  coq- 
atdered  m  the  result  of  talents  aud  virtue, .  almosit 
above  the  lot  af  huniaaity.  The  legislature  itself 
seenied  fur  once,  to  participate  in  the  feelings  of  the 
pMple ;  Ibr  in  Itie  fervour  of  admiration,  it  was  pro** 
posed  that  1Q0,0002.  shouTd  be  voted  him  as  a  mark  of 
approbation. 

In  its  full  extent,  this  proposition  was  not  adopted ; 
fbf.oa  a  mriMequentflUtiiig^  when  the  vote  was  before 
the  Committee,  they  reduced  it,  at  the  special  interest 
of  Mr.  Ori^tau'fl  friends,  to  50,0002.  To  tliat  amount 
the  grant  was  confirmed;  Mr.  Grattan  actually  re^ 
ceived  that  honorable  and  well  deserved  tiribute  of  his 
country's  gratitude. 

Ttd9  bright  prospect  of  peace  and  happiness  wasi 
sQon  clouded ;  and  a  question  arose,  whioh  divide^ 
the.  opinions  of  the  patriots,  and  for  a  while  suspend- 
ed, the  popularity  of  Mr.  Gbattan.  Mr.  Fi.oop«.a 
distinguished  member  of  the  House,  contended  that 
the  simple  repeal  of  the  Deelaratory-act,  to  bind  Ire- 
land by  British  statutes,  was  not  sufficients  that  it 
did  not  amount  to  a  renunciation  of  right ;  and  that 
England  might  again  resume  the  exercise  of  that  pow- 
en— Mr.  Geattan  contended  that  the  repeal,  ac- 
companied  by  the  circumstances  that  attended  it^ 
should  be  considered  as  a  complete  renunciation. — 
That  if  Britain  were  inclined  to  be  unjust,  an  explicit 
renunciation  would  be  a  slender  defence ;  and  that  to 
force  Great  Britain,  in  this  her  hour  of  distress,  to 
confess  herself  an  usurper,  by  an  express  renunciation 
of  the  rights  which  she   had  exercised,   would  l>n  as 
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nngeneroas  to  her,  as  it  would  be  useless  to  Ireland. 
With  the  people  these  arguments  had  little  weight  ;-««- 
in  the  senate  Mr.  Vlood  found  few  to  snpport  faim« 

All  these  reasons  of  diseontent  were  ultimately  re» 
moved ;  and  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  British  Par« 
likment,  renouneing,  in  the  fullest  terms,  all  claims  to 
bind  Ireland.  Never  was  contest  more  lleroelj  fdught 
than  between  these  two  rival  Orators ;  and  in  many 
instances,  they  acted  with  a  degree  of  iotempetmaee, 
unworthy  their  high  estimation. 

The  following  colloquy  exhibits  no  faint  idea,  of 
the  genius  and  point  of  Mr.  Orai^an,  when  roused 
to  such  contest. 

October  S8,  1783,  Sir  H.  Oavbndish*  moved, 
^^  That  the  condition  of  this  country  required  every 
practicable  retrenchment ;"  which  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Flood,  who  declared  himself  so  oppressed  with 
illness,  as  to  be  little  competent  to  spieak  to  tlie  qoes- 
tion.— In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  6RATTAN 
made  the  following  observations : 

« I  ihali  not  troable  jfTon  long,  nor  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  by  apoloa^zing  for  bodily  infirmity,  or  the  affeetation  of 
inSrmity.  1  shall  not  speak  of  myself,  or  enter  into  a  defence 
of  my  character,  having  never  apostatized.— I  think  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  House  now  to  investigate  what  we  know  to  be 
fact,  f  think  it  would  be  better  to  go  into  the  business,  as  the 
House  did  upon  another  occasion,  without  waiting  the  formality 
of  the  committee's  report  As  to  myself,  the  honorable  rewaril 
that  a  grateful  nation  has  bestowed  upon  me,  for  ever  binds  me 
to  make  every  return  in  my  newer,  and  partieolarly  (o  oppose 
every  uunecessanr  expense.  I  am  far  from  thinking  with  the 
Honorable  Gentleman,  as  to  the  speech,  and  I  believe  he  will 
find  instances  where  eeonomy  has  been  recommended  from  the 
throne,  but  prodigality^  practised.  This  was  the  case  in  Lord 
Harcourt^s  administration,  an  administration  which  had  the 
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tapport  0/  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  therefbre  he  of  atl  men,  . 
^fHttiDtbeiif  a  I6ss  tb  rej\eeC  tli^t  ilhsorj  eeonomy,  vhieh  has  so 
often -i^eared  i»thie  speeeltes  nf  IjQnl  Lieutenants.  With  re-  , 
tfpeet  to  the  Geneyese,  I  never  eou]d  hf^ve  thoasht  it  possible  to 
^\r^  the  speech  sueh  ft  bias  as  faa^  been  mentioned^  and  that 
fffH  ii^i'fcf 'ieeeltdlf  if  thej  i^vt  credit  to  any  deelattatiob 
that  infers,  from  the  ivords  of  the  speech,  any  thin^  but  an  honest 
eeoabihT  in  ajiplyihg  the  piiblie  money  fairly  to  tfceir  use.  The 
ttMba  has  Jietivtd  great  hownir  from  this  transaetion,  and  I 
would  be  sorry  to  have  it  tarnished  by  inference  and  insinuation. 

'*' In  "1771  .when  the  burdens  of  the  country  were  comparatively 
snaU^  i*  iniide  fi  motion  similar  to  this ;  the  hon.  Oentieman  then 
opposed  me.  I  have  his  sanction,  now,  that  I  was  right,  and  ha 
was  wrong :  and  I  say  this,  that  thoush  gentlemen  may  for  a  while 
rote  against  retrenchments,  they  will  at  last  see  the  necessity  of 
them.  Yet  %vhile  I  think  retrenchment  absolutely  necessary,  I 
am  not  very  sure  that  this  is  just  the  time  to  make  it  in  the  army, 
— 4I0W  when  England  has  acted  justly,  I  will  not  say  eenerouslyi 
—flow  when  she  has  lost  her  empire — ^when  she  still  feels  the 
wounds  of  the  last  unhappv  war,  and  comforts  herself  only  with, 
the  Iki^fttl  friendship  of  Ireland.  If  in  1769,  when  the  liberties 
of  Ireland  were  denied,  and  those  of  America  in  danser,  it  waa 
thonght  onafivisable  to  retrench  our  army,  there  can  be  no  such 
reasnti  to  reduce  itnow;  when  both  are  acknowledged  and  confirm- 
ed. When  we  voted  4000  men  to  butcher  our  brethren  in  Ame- 
rica, the  hon.  Geutleitoan  should  have  opposed  that  vote  i  but  per- 
haps'he  will  he  nhle  to  explain  the  propriety  of  sending  4000  Irish 
men  thither.  But  why  not  look  for  retrenchment  in  Oie  revenue 
and  other  departments.  In  my  mind,  the  proper  mode  would  be 
to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  what  would  be  a  reasonable  peace  es- 
tablishment, and  reduce  our  several  departments  to  it. 

Mr,  Flood — '*  The  right  honourable  Member  can  have  no  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  mv  saying  a  word  111  rc^ply  to  what  hfe  has  de- 
Jiverea  5  every  member  in  the  house  can  hear  witness  of  the  in- 
firmity I  mentioned,  and  therefore  it  required  but  little  candour 
to  make  a  nocturnal  attack  upon  that  infirmitv;  but  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  right  honourable  Member  5  I  will  meet  him  any 
where,  of  upon  any  ground^  by  night  or  by  day.  I  would  stanll 
poorly  in  my  own  estimation,  and  in  my  country's  opinion,  if  1  did 
not  stand  Jrir  above  him. — 1  do  not  come  here  dressed  in  a  rich 
w'ardrohc  of  words  to  delude  the  people — I  am  not  one  who  has 
promised  repeatedly  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  rights,  yet  does  not  bring 
in  that  bill,  or  permit  any  other  person  to  do  it — I  am  not  one  who 
threatened  to  impeach  the  Chief  Juslit^e  of  the  king's  Bench  for 
acting  under  an  English  law,  and  afterwards  shrunk  from  that  bu- 
finess.— .1  am  not  the  author  of  the  simple  repeal — I  am  not  one 
who  afYer  saying  the  Parliament  was  a  Parliament  of  prostitutes, 
endeavoured  to  make  their  voices  subservient  to  my  interest — ^I 
am  not  one  who  would  come  at  midnight  and  attempt,  by  a  vote  of 
this  Ilouse^  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  wjiich  my  egregious 
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foil  J  hftd  raised  agahist  me~I  am  not  the  ffentlenui  whb  tubiuts 
upon  yonr  aeeounts — ^I  am  not  the  mendicMit  patriot  who  wai 
bought  bjr  my  country  for  a  sum  of  money,  and  then  sold  that 
country  for  prompt  pavment— I  am  not  the  man  who  in  this 
Hoiise  loudly  complained  of  an  ii^n|^mont  madebyEneland^in 
ineludinz  Ireland  in  a  bill,  and  then  sent  aeortificatc  toDusgan* 
nou  thatlreland  was  not  included — I  never  was  bought  by  the 
people,  nor  ever  sold  them ;  the  eentieman  says,  he  never  apos* 
tatized,  but  I  say  I  never  changed  my  priodples ;  let  every  man 
f^ay  the  same,  and  let  the  people  believe  them  if  they  ean.  But  if 
it  lie  so  bad  a  thing  to  take  an  office  in  the  state,  how  eomes  the 
gentleman  connected  with  persons  in  office  ?  They,  I  hope,  are 
men  of  virtue,  or  how  came  the  gentleman  so  closely  eonaeeted 
with  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  P  I  object  to  no  man  ibr  being  in  office  | 
a  patriot  in  office  is  the  more  a  patriot  for  being  there.  There 
was  a  time  when  the  elories  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough 
shrunk  and  withered  before  those  of  the  Right  Honourable  Oen- 
tlcman ;  when  palaces  superior  to  Blenheifn  were  to  be  bnilt  for 
bis  reception,  when  pyramids  and  pillars  were  to  be  raised,  and 
adorned  with  emblemg  and  inscriptions  sacred  to  his  virtue  $  bat 
the  pillars  and  pyramids  are  now  sunk,  though  then  the  great 
Earl  of  Chatham  was  held  inferior  to  him;  however,  he  isetill 
80  ^reat^  that  the  Queen  of  France,  I  daresay,  will  have  a  song 
made  on  the  name — —^rattan. 

'^  Lord  Hnrcourt  practised  economy — but  what  was  the  econ* 
omy  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  ?  100,000i.  was  voted  to  raise  00,000 
seamen,  tliou^h  it  was  well  known  that  one-third  of  that  number 
could  not  be  raised^-and  what  was  the  applieation  of  the  mo- 
ney ?  It  was  applied  to  the  raisina;  of  the  execrated  fencibles. 

«*  It  is  said  1  supported  Lord  Harconrt's  administration  $  it  is 
true,  but  I  never  deserted  my  principles,  but  carried  them  into  the 
cabinet  with  me.  A  gentleman,  who  now  hears  me,  knows  that 
I  proposed  to  the  privy  council  an  Irish  mutiny  bill,  and  that 
not  with  a  view  of  any  Parliamentary  grant.  I  supported  an  ab- 
sentee tax ;  and  while  1  was  in  office,  registered  my  principles  in 
ihe  books  of  government ;  and  the  moment  I  could  not  influence 
gave  foment  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  I  ceased  to  act  with 
them.  I  acted  for  myself*— I  was  the  first  who  ever  told  them 
that  an  Irish  mutiny  bill  must  be  granted.  If  this  country  is  now 
satisGcd,  is  it  owing  to  that  gentleman  ?  No ;  the  simple  repeal, 
disapproved  and  scouted  by  all  the  lawyers  in  England  and  in 
Ireland,  glicws  the  contrary;  and  the  only  apology  he  can  make 
i!3,lbat  he  is  no  lawyer  at  all.  A  man  of  warm  imagination  and 
brilliant  fancy  will  .sometimes  bedazzled  with  his  own  ideas,  and 
may  for  a  momiMU  fall  into  error ;  but  a  man  of  sound  head  could 
not  make  hu  egregious  a  mistake,  and  a  man  of  an  honest  heart 
uouid  not  persist  in  it  after  it  was  discovered.  I  have  now  done, 
and  give  me  leave  to  say,  if  the  gentleman  enters  often  into  this 
k  iud  of  colloquy-  with  nic,  he  will  not  have  much  to  boast  of  at  the 
end  of  the  session. 


Miu  OnNflH,— ><  ]■  reapcfii  Utke  Hoiue,  I  couU  with  to  aToid 
inrtooalitjyaBdretorn  to  the  question  $  but  I  mutt  request  libertjF 
to  explaiii  Mine  eireiimttaiices  alluded  to  by  the  Ron.  Member; 
the  Hon.  Member  has  alluded  to  St.  Chnstopher'a  bill ;  I  will  de- 
elafe  Ihe  fiiet-^he  nay  tell  a  story— when  I  received  a  copy  of 
that  bill,  it  ^ve  me  much  pain  and  much  offence ;  I  thought  I  sanr 
the  old  intention  of  binding  Ireland  by  English  laws ;  I  therefore 
»poke  t&  that  effeet  in  tUs  konm ;  I  also  shewed  the  bill  to  all  the 
most  able  and  Tirtuons  men  in  this  kingdom,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  my  suggestion  was  wron^;  under  this  opinion  I  acquiesced^ 
and  tke  •pinion  has  jootified  it :  >aa  to  my  coming  at  midnight  tp' 
obtain  a  rote,  imposing  silence  on  the  people,  1  deny  it;  it  wa» 
misstated  in  the  papers  $  my  resolution  was  to  declare  this  country 
free,  and  that  any  person  who  should  speak  or  write  to  (he  con* 
tmry,  was  a  pahlic  enemy*  All  the  House,  all  the  revered 
and  respected  characters  in  the  kingdom,  heard  me^  and  know, 
^hat  I  say  is  true.  But  it  is  not  the  slander  of  the  bad  tongue  of 
a  bad  eharaeter  that  ean  defame  me ;  I  maintain  my  reputation 
in  pablio  and  in  private  life;  no  man,  who  has  nota  bad  character, 
ean  say  I  ever  deceived  him ;  no  country  has  ever  called  me  cheat. 
I  will  sappooe  a  public  character,  a  man  not  now  in  this  House^ 
but  who  fonnerly  might  have  been  here.-— I  will  suppose  it  was 
bis  constant  praetiee  to  abuse  every  man  who  differed  from  him, 
&nd  to  betray  every  man  who  trusted  him ;  I  will  suppose  him  ac- 
tive, I  will  hesin  from  his  cradle,  and  divide  his  liie  into  three 
itam ;  in  the  first  he  was  intemperatCi  in  the  second  corrupt,  and 
in  the  tliird  seditious. 

^\  Sappotfe  him  a  great  egotist,  his  henonr  eqnal  to  his  oath,  and 
I  will  ston  him,  and  say,  ^*  8ir,  your  talents  are  not  so  great  as  ^  our 
life  is  iniamous ;  yon  were  silent  for  years,  and  you  were  sileut 
for  money :  whan  affairs  of  eoasequenee  to  the  nation  were  de- 
iiating,  you  might  be  seen  passing  by  these  doors  like  a  guilty  spi- 
rit, just  waiting  for  the  moment  of  putting  the  question,  that  you 
wij^lit  hop  in  and  give  your  venal  vote  5  or,  at  times,  with  a  vul-. 
pr  brogue,  apeing  the  manner,  and  affceting  the  infirmities  of 
Lord  Chatham  J  or  like  a  kettle-drummer,  lather  yourself  into  po- 
pularity to  catch  the  vulsar ;  or  you  might  be  seen  hovering  over 
the  dome  like  an  ill-omen\i  bird  of  night  with  sepulchral  notes,  a 
eadaverous  aspect,  and  broken  beak,  ready  to  stoop  and  pounce 
upon  your  prey--^you  ean  be  trusted  by  no  man — the  people  can- 
not trust  you*-the  ministers  cannot  trust  you — you  deal  out  the 
moat  impartial  treachery  to  both — you  teif  the  nation  it  is  ruined 
by  other  men,  while  it  is  sold  by  you- — you  fled  from  the  embar- 
ftO)  you  fled  from  the  mutiny  bill — you  fled  from  the  sugar  bill-^ 
I  therefore  tell  you,  in  the  face  of  your  country,  before  all  the 
world,  and  to  your  beard — ^you  are  not  an  honest  man." 

Both  parties  immediately  left  the  House  of  Commons/ 
feut  were  prevented  from  terminating  the  contest  in  a 
duel^  by  being  instantly  put  under  arrest 


S0^ 

Mr.  6RATTAN9  in  ansver  te  a  Fmphlttt  of 

Ih>rd  Clare's^  in  1800^  when  speaking  of  those  who 
acted  with  him  on  these  occasious  with  a  magnanim- 
ity, the  constant  attendant  of  genius^  thns  speaks  of 
his  illustrious  rival : 

'^  Mr.  Flood,  my  rival,  as  the  Pamphlet  calls  taim, 
and  1  should  be  unworthy  the  character  of  his  rival, 
if,  in  his  grave,  I  did  not  do  him  justice, — he  had 
Us  faults ;  but  he  had  great  powers ;  great  public 
effect :  he  persuaded  the  old^  be  inspired  the  young ; 
ihe  Castle  vanished  before  him ;  on  a  small  subject 
lie  was  miserable ;  put  into  his  hand  a  distaff^  and, 
like  Hercules,  he  made  sad  work  of  it;  but  give 
him  the  thunderbolt,  and  he  bad  the  arm  of  Jupiter. 
r— He  misjudged,  when  he  transferred  himself  to 
the  English  Parliament;  he  forgot  he  was  a  tree 
of  the  forest,  too  old  and  too  great  to  be  trans- 
planted at  dO.  and  his  seat  in  the  British  Par- 
liament is  a  caution  to  the  friends  of  union  to  stay 
at  home,  and  make  the  country  of  their  birth  the 
aeat  of  their  action.'^ 


After  the  celebrated  discussion  of  simple  repeal,  which  divided 
the  two  great  Orators  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  Mr.  Flood  and 
Mr.  Grattan,  we  shall  find  the  latter  qentleman  in  a  state  of 
Comparative  inactivity,  nntil  the  vital  question  ofthc  commercial 
propositions  roused  him  from  his  slumher ;  on  which  occasion  our 
countryman  resumed  his  station  in  Parliament,  and  resisted  this 
iDsiduous  attempt  to  arrest  from  us  that  indt»pen<Ier.of ,  which  his 
talents  had  obtained  for  his  country.  The  areat  events  which 
,took  place  at  this  period — the  disarming  of  the  Yoliintecrs,  the 
laesistance  of  reform  in  Parliament— the  corruption  of  the  Castle^ 
and  the  consequent  alienation  of  the  puMic  mitid,  beine;  so  con- 
nected with  the  disastrous  circumstances  which  created  the  rebel- 
lion of  1708,  shall  be  detailed,  when  the  Editor  comes  to  that 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  in  which  Mr, 
Orattan  is  to  be  seen  tracin|»  the  eause  and  denaujiciiig  the 
author^  of  that  great  oatioQal  calamity. 


ORDERS 
COMMERCIAL  PROPOSITIONS. 


Thp  freQ  trade,  granted  to  tbe  Irish  nation,  had 
produced  none  of  those  advantages,  respecting 
irbieh  soeh  sanguine  and  eredalons  expectations 
liad  been  indulged.  Tbe  nani^aetorers  and  low- 
er classes  of  the  people  in  general  were  expo- 
fed  to  all  the  evils  arising  from  the  extremest  in- 
digence ;  and  it  began  to  be  clearly  perceived^ 
that  while  the  present  system  of  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  England  subsisted,  there  was  little 
prospect  of  a  favouridile  change  in  the  situation 
of  Ireland*  Its  manufactures  were  in  too  im- 
poverished a  state,  and  were  too  long  depressed, 
to  spring  at  once  into  maturity,  and  could  only 
be  eneouvaged  and  matured  by  the  jmitecting 
iMtnd  «f  JPaiHamenU    Thin  protection  was  deoisd: 


them;  for  wMle  all  Englteh  manaftetuw  and 
cemmodities  were  imported  at  a  trifling  per  cen- 
tage^  ad  valorem^  into  the  Irish  ports^  dntiesi 
amounting  neariy  to  a  prohibition^  were  imposed 
apon  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Ireland 
into  England,  with  one  very  important  exception, 
that  of  linen.  The  general  voice  of  the  people 
now  loudly  called  for  protecting  duties^  in  order 
to  foster  the  infant  manufactures  of  their  country, 
and  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to  consume  the  pro- 
ducts of  native  ingenuity  and  indostry. 

On  the  second  of  April,  1784,  Mr.  Gardiner, 
member  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  in  an  able  speech 
depicted  the  distresses  of  the  kingdom,  traced  the 
cause,  and  pointed  out  the  remedy. — ^^  Of  what 
use  will  our  free  trade  be,  (said  this  eloquent 
member ;)  will  it  be  any  thing  but  a  name,  if  we 
do  not  seize  the  advantages  of  it,  by  promoting 
it.  It  is  impossible  to  do  so,  unless  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  supplying  our  home  consumption 
and  exporting  the  redundancy  ;-^It  is  impossible 
to  undersell  other  nations  in  foreign  markets  if 
England  undersells  us  in  our  own.  Can  we  ex- 
pect to  cope  with  her  who  has  the  advanti^e  of 
long  established  trade,  of  large  capitals,  and 
extensive  credit  ?  While  our  ports  are  open  to 
tfte  exportation  of  raw  materials  and  the  im^ 
pi»kation  of  British  msmofactures,  eanwe  cfxpect 


te  M^.aaf  iA7Mtii0i  tfom  Q»  fmUmuAmk  of  mie 
cwiaiwoe?'^  Mr.  ^i^diMT?  hi^i«S  «Btenid  wta 
a  4o0g  i|Dd  wgBiMiitttivo  detnil^  to  prove  tlio 
•diwitigeg  BogUmd  devif  ed  from  proteetiog  4o* 
tifif^tlpis  proeoodod: — ^^^B^iog^  on  leal  aiaUer 
of  faety  ghowa  thepnigcess  and  ooiBciftM  of  the 
maao&ctures^  of  tbe  two  eciaitries;  havuig 
sbewB  how  Ediglfiiid  has  rUen  and  Irelaad  de- 
eUiied ;  haviog  ^hty^n  that  her  system  of  poUey 
is  the  cause  of  her  grandeur^  permit  me  to  draw 
your  atteotioQ  to  the  difference  of  situattoas.  In 
England  the  poorest  peasant  is  well  chrthed^ 
feeds  well^  and  is  lodged  ccmifortably.  The  &ce 
of  the  country  presopts  a  view  of  good  habitations^ 
and  communicates  an  unspeakable  pleasure  to 
every  man  of  humanity*  I  feel  a  warmth  when- 
ever I  see  and  contemplate  its  beauty;  but  when 
I  reflect  on  the  misery  of  my  own  unhappy 
eountry  that  I  left  behind  me^  I  sink  on  the 
comparison. — In  England^  all  is  joy^  ease  and 
content.  It  may  be  said^  in  the  scripture-phrase^ 
of  that  country,  ^^  the  hills  and  vallies  sing  with 
joy.'^ 

^^  Let  us  now,  for  a  moment,  view  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  miserable  Irishman. — ^The  Irish- 
man, Sir,  feeds  the  cattle  whose  flesh  he  is 
debarred  from  tasting:  as  to  cloths,  he  has 
scarcely  any :  as  to  habitation,  he  has,  perhaps, 


would  461  t«A««re  to  Mm  hisi  beast)  h«MAr  My 
widi  AH  nndlap^y  wifil  ftiid  if^Aieiedl  offlpifiiigv . 
miiftt  udattvtiur  to  4iMg  ral  elditenid^  bdM 
6tar^«d^  Md  hatf  fbiili0li6d  ivMi'  obid. .  ^hmVm 
difltittetioBy  ttUis!  between  beiaga  of  tke  mumt 
spseiefl.  Wbefi^  Sir,  we  thoe  view  the  dMiMN 
cottdiUbM  of  two  {leople^  it  k  mitMal  to  e«^lM 
ioto  the  eaii$e  of  tUs  diffetenee* — Are  Iritfbmeil 
lese  fitted  by  nature  to  eain  a  liveMbood  titan 
EngUebneti?  Is  there  any  diUferenoe  in  tltoii 
framei,  to  {tfodnee  tbeae  very  diflbrent  ^f9ui»f 
Are  their  ooofititatione  worse^  or  ttieir  appetitii 
giMter  P  le  tliere  My  disadraniag^  in  the  nature 
of  our  elithate^  ftoil^  ol*  ciiloation  of  ow  eottn^^ 
to  prevent  our  prosperity  ?  No !  the  climate'  of 
this  country  is  delightful^  tite  soil  as  rich  And 
vegetative  as  any  in  the  worlds  and  our  situfltbn 
adapted  for  intercourse  M^ithr  both  worids.  Thu^^ 
those  who  render  our  people  idle^  are  the  ftrst  to 
ridicule  them  for  that  idleness^  and  to  ridiculib 
them  without  cause. 

^^  National  characteristics  are  always  unjust.^-^I 
am  grieved,  Sir,  to  hear  those  uncandid  reflections 
thrown  upon  Irishmen  :  they  are  false  as  they 
are  illiberal. — ^Irishmen  have  shewn  spirit  and 
genius  in  whatever  they  have  undertaken.  Tbey 
have  shewn  that  tbey  can^  make  great  exertions 


^rkeii  tMy  iire  «heotar*gjMl  $  Ike  ttiferftiiete  ef  tWe 
^ultivalHHi  of  «Mi8  tobntry^  fratu  «?hat  it  wis 
belM  Ote  liLWfl  fi»  p^omi>tiiig  agrieillture,  ^ill 
^Vinee  tM  «ni^  ef  Iny  ftsseition.  A  glei*  t^rd- 
f^rfi%tk  *t  tHb  iiihirfritatlte  of  iiiis  dounttyy  pre- 
ynm9  ttt  these  liW8^  Mttoi  m  imiiiorMMl  eiMi  $  b«t 
BO  8o#iiir  #A6  eiltoaragMi^itit  hdd  f<$Hb  id  the 
(toogh^  tb«ti  the  uiiticteal  tododtty  btote  ftMrtb^ 
rad  instead  of  iiopoHiDg,  a  lirgfc  quailtiiy  i^raa 
Mniuin)'  ell^orMd.  TfiU  Will  eVer  reittdiii  a  po- 
tiliM  eodtnldietion  td  Hie  tu^t  aad  ill-founded 
reteetiwa  oii  Irisbmeft*  I  will  ereii  go  farther^ 
and  etrll  oa  GeatleuMi  to  opedfy  one  instaiioev 
l^btn  the  people  were  indoletity  uAtreihe  Jmra 
of  our  cowUrf  prot^eiei  iftMi  in  Hiejr  eniem* 

^<  Let  08  eoiuAdei*  wbat  ba»  been  done  in  respeet 
td  out  liineiis.  ThMgb  We  ykttt  oomp^Ued  to 
yi^d  all  established  manofactore^  and  apply  our- 
selves to  it^  under  the  disadTailtage  of  contending 
with  a  country  that  bad  arrived  at  great  perfec- 
fion,  yet  we  prospered — Arid  why  ?  Because  we 
were  not  inUffkrtd  with.  If  this  is  not  a  proof 
#f  ittdnstry^  I  know  not  what  may  be  called  so. 
Whenever  this  country  has  been  encouraged^  it 
shewed  great  iihdnstry-*-witness  our  liiuens^  our 
Broad  Stuffs^  our  Tabinets,  our  Poplins.  How 
groundless^  therefore^  is  the  charge  of  indolence? 


Bveii  9a■l]tti^g  the  pepp^p  af  t|m,  eountfy .  \y;^p 
indol^Dt^  iMtfOi^  of  eoiitipuiqs  to  ke^p  i^Yi^ 
in  Uf  by  continaii^  their  opp^esaif iia^.  th|f 
Uoaw  Qpght  to  Eemgye  that '  inAoliQiie^i  ^umih 
thjoginatt  be  done  to  relieve  the . thousand,  wjb^^ 
90W,  are  ftmiahing  in  yow  streets.  The  ci^..<^ 
IhibJiD^  mrith  a  dogcee  of  hiunaaity  M^i  wiU 
ever  do  her  hwoj^  has  hitherto  stteeourqd.them 
by  voluntary  daoiAtif^ia.  Bot  the  donatiaos  of 
the  city  of  DabUo,  will  be  found  inadequate^  to 
the  miseries  of  these  poor  men^  It  in  the  bonie 
Gonsumptk)n  alone  that  gives  spirit  and  money  to  the 
manufacturer :  without  money  he.  cannot  pigr  th« 
men  whom  he  employs ;  and.  that,  money  ia  only  to 
be  had  by  home  consumptioUf 

^^  Since^  then^  the  remedies  that  have  been  ^if^ 
plied^  are  ineffectual^  let  us  now  see  what  may  be 
successful ;  and  let  as  copy  the  conduct  qf  England, 
of  France,  and  other  countries  ;  that  is,  by  protect- 
i|ig  our  manufacture  at  home." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  speech^  Mr,  Gar^ 
diner  moved  for  a  duty  on  Woollens  imported 
into  the  kiogdom.  This,  after  a  very  warm  de- 
bate, was  negatived  by  a  vast  majority,  and  the 
whole ,  system  of  Protecting  Daties  rklicja^d, 
and  reprobated^  as  futile,  visionary,  and  per- 
picious. 

4^t.t)te  failure  of   this  attempt  at  relief,    the 


disappdiofment'  bf  the  people  kindled  ifnto  rage*; 
and  soeh  was  the'  state  tif  the  metropolis  at  this 
period^  that  it  HYas  thought  necessary  to  cdnti^ 
termand  the  eiiiharkatibn  of  several  i^gihients 
destined  for'  the  East  Indies^  and  to  fomish  thf^ 
Garrison  of  Dnblin^  consisting  of  4fD6o  regiidar 
trofops^  with  thirty  roonds  of  powder  and  hall  per 
man. — ^Before,  however,  the  end  of  the  Session^ 
a^n  Address  was^  unanimously  voted  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  his  Majesty,  representing  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  kingdom,  and  praying  for  a 
more  advantageous  system  of  commerce  between 
Irelatfd  and  Great  Britain. ' 

On  the  14th '  of  May,  17M,  the  Patliament 
was  prorogued;  and  the*  last  measure  adopted  Irf 
tins  assembly  seemed,  in  some  measure,  to  calm 
the  violence  of  the  people,  and  to  suspend  the 
effervescence  of  th^ir  anger  and  discontent. 

Previous  (o  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  Ja- 
nnaTy,  the  British  Cabinet,  in  concert  with 
Cfommissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land, had  formed  a  plan  for  regulating,  and 
finally  adjusting,  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  met  on  the  SOth 
of  7an.  ITSff,  when,  among  other  matters,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  thus  addressed  them : 

^^I  am  to  recommend,  in  the  King^9  name^ 
to  your    earnest  investigation,    those  objects  of 
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trade  fm4  eonmeiee  teUfean  C|N%t  Bi4tMB.  mi 
IreUttd^  wkfch  ham^  w*  jBt  MaeilfAtliMveqpoi. 
pkte  adjastfienl.  In  framiag  a  plan,  with  a 
view  to  1^  final  getfle9ieBt|  yen  will  tw  aanrible 
IjMtlt  tlw  iinterecit  ^f  CNwt  jQriiain  and  Ireland 
e«ght  to  1^  %  avw  nniited  «iwd  inwparabte. 
And  hM  Majesty  relies  on  yonr  liberality  and 
wjsdoBi^  for  adop&i£  such  aju  eqHitahle  aystem 
Ibr  the  joint  benelt  of  botk  countries,  and  ika 
support  a(  the  common  interest^  as  will  seenre 
mutaal  satisfkctlon  and  permaneney. 

On  the  7tV  ip'ebmary,  1785,  Mr.  Orde^  Secre- 
tory to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  laid  before,  tho 
Biottse,  itr  a  series  of  Propositions,  the  grand 
Gommercial  Regolations^  digested,  during  thp  re- 
eess,  into  a  regular  system.*    There  were  two. 

*  The  follo^ving  are  the  original  pnposilionji : 
Iv,  Resolvedj  '^  That  it  m  the  opinion  of  thig  committee,  that 
it  is  liighly  important  to  the  general  interest  of  the  British 
empire,  that  th«  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be 
encouraged,  and  extended  aa  much  «8  possible  j  and  for  that 
purpose,  that  the  intercourse  and  commerce  be  finally  settled 
and  rcgjilated  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles,  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  cointries.'' 

II.  Besolvedj  <^  That  towards  carrying  into  full  effect  so  de« 
sirable  a  settlement,  it  i»  fit  and  proper  that  all  articles,  not 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and.  Ireland, 
should  be  imported  ifiU)  either  kipgdom  from  each  other  veei-. 
procally,  under  the  same  regulations,  and  at  the  same  duties,  if 
subject  to  duties,  to  which  they  are  liable  w  hen  imported  di' 
rcetiy  from  the  place  of  their  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture; and  .that  all  4utie»  ociginally  paidnn  importation  into 


^Mw  e«mttry  fctpo<ikrely»  iIiaU  be  f ally  drawn  baek  09  ex- 
porta^on  to  the  other." 

m.  Resolved^  <<  That  for  the  same  porpose,  it  id  proper  Ihat 
tio  prohlWlioa  iboald  eiEistiA  eMicr  oountry  asainrt4fao,  im- 
l^rtatiom^  Hse,  or  gale  of  any  article,  the  groivih,  product,  or 
naaufaeture  of  the  other ;  and  that  the  duty  on  the  importa' 
Cion  of  every  sneh  article,  if  snbjed  to  doty  in  either  eounCry, 
fliurahi  he  pveeiotly  thiB  oane  in  om  country  as  in  tlie  other, 
except  where  an  addition  may  be  neceagary  in  either  country, 
in  consequence  of  an  internal  duty  on  any.fiuch  article  of  its 
«WQ  conaomption.'^ 

IV.  Re&olved,  ^<  That  in  all  caoes  where  the  duties  on  arti- 
cles of  the  growth,  product,  or  manufactures  of  either  country, 
ureMferent  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  wonid  be 
«spodienit  that  they  should  he  reduced  ii|  the  kingdom  where 
they  are  the  highest,  to  the  amount  payable  in  the  other;  and 
that  all  such  articles  should  be  exportable  from  the  kingdont 
in  which  they  shall  be  imported,  as  free  from  duty  as  the  simi- 
lar commodities  or  home  manufacture  of  the  same  kingdom.'' 

y.  Resolved,  ^  That  for  the  same  purpose  it  is  also  proper, 
that  in  all  cases  where  either  kingdom  shall  charge  articles  of 
Us  own  consumption  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture, 
or  a  doty  on  the  material,  the  same  manufacture,  when  im- 
ported from  the  other,  may  he  charged  with  a  fartlier  duty  on 
importation,  to  the  same  amount  as  the  internal  duty  on  the 
manufacture;  or  to  an  amount  adequate  to  countervail  the 
duty  on  the  material ;  and  shall  be  entitled  to  sueh  draw-backs 
or  bounties  on  exportation,  as  may  leave  the  same,  subject 
to'no  heavier  burden  than  the  home-made  manufacture;  such 
farther  duty  to  continue  so  long  only  as  the  internal  consump- 
tion shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties,  to  balance  which 
it  shall  be  imposed,  or  until  t^ie  manufacture  coming  from  the 
other  kingdom  shall  be  subjeeted  there  to  an  equal  burden^  not 
drawn  back  or  compensated  on  eiportation." 
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the  basis  of  equally.     1.  fi  system  of  muhial 

])robibHioi!.     B.   A  system  of  matual  admissiobJ 

•I  ^  • ,» 

VI.  Mmlxmd^  «« Th^  in  •td^  to  giM  ptmrttMMjr  te*tki 

settlement  new  intended  to  be  established,  it  is  neeesfim^  tki|| 
BO  prohibition,  or  new  or  additional  duties^  should  be  hereafter 
imposed  in  either  Idngdom^  on  the  importation  of  atey  artifcle 
of  the  growtbf.prodaet,  or  mamifaeturM  of  the  oihcrf  e«e»pl 
sueh  additional  duties  as  may  be  requisite  to  balance  dutiet 
OB  internal  consumption,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution.^  ^ 
YIL  B/twolttdj  ^  That  tsr  the  sane  purpose,  it  is  neeessaiy 
farther  that  bo  prohibitions,  or  new  or  additional  duties, 
should  be  hereafter  imposed  in  either  kingdom  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  any  article  of  native  growth^  product  or  manufacture, 
from  thenee  to  the  other,  except  such  as  either  kingdom  may 
deem  expedient  from  time  to  time,  upon  com,  meal,  flour,  and 
biscuits ;  and  also,  except  where  there  now  exists  any  prohibi- 
tion which  is  not  reciprocal,  or  any  duty  which  is  not  equal 
in  both  kingdoms ;  in  erery  whieh  case  the  prohibition  may 
he  made  reciprocal,  or  the  duties  raised  so  as  to  make  them 
equal." 

VIII.  Resolved.  ^  That  for  the  same  purpose  it  is  necessary 
that  no  bounties  whatsoever  shall  be  paid  or  payable  in  either 
kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except 
such  as  relate  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour  and'biscuits,  and  such 
as  are  in  the  nature  <»f  drawbacks,  or  compensations  for  duties 
paid ;  and  that  no  bounty  should  be  granted  in  this  kingdom  on 
the  exportation  of  any  article  imported  from  the  British  plan- 
tations, or  any  manufacture  made  of  such  article,  unless  in 
cases  where  a  similar  bounty  is  payable  in  Britain  on  exporta- 
tion from  thence,  or  where  such  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature 
of  a  drawback,  or  compensation  of,  or  for  duties  paid,  over 
and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  in  Britain.'' 

IX.  Resolved,  <<  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  British  empire,  that  the  importation  of  articles  from 
foreign  states  should  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  in  each 
kingdom,  on  such  terms  as  may  aflford  an  efiectnal  preference 
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The  3Pnq^oiitioii%  movedi  kg  Mr.  Ord^,  wera 
in  confcvrmity  to  the  latter^  and  b^ond  coiBf^- 
flan  the  wiser  of  these  two  opposite  systems.  An 
ntraagensBt  fonnded  on  the  basis  of  nintual  ^ro- 
ItiUtion ;  or/  in  more  favoarite  and  fashionablis 
langoagie^  of  PrateeUng  JDutieSf  would  have 
been  fatal  to  the  great  staple  manufactory  of 
lanens  imported  into  England^  not  only  duty 
free^  bnt  with  the  positive  advantage  of  a  bounty. 

to  the  importation  of  similar  artieles  of  tbe  growth,  produce^ 
or  manufaetures  of  the  other." 

X.  Resolved^  ^  That  it  is  essential  to  the  eommereial  inter- 
ests of  this  country  to  prevent,  as  mueh  as  possible,  an  aceu« 
mulation  of . national  debt;  and  that  therefore  it  is  highly  ex- 
pedient that  the  annual  revenues  of  this  kingdom  should  bp 
made  equal  to  its  annual  expenses." 

XI.  Resolvedj  <<  That  for  the  better  protection  of  trade,  what- 
ever sum  the  gross  hereditary  revenue  of  this  kingdom  (after 
deducting  all  drawbacks,  repayments  or  bounties^  granted  in 
the  nature  of  drawbacks)  shall  produce,  over  and  above  the 
sum  of  656,000{.  in  each  year  in  peace,  wherein  the  annual 
expense,  and  in  each  year  of  war,  without  regard  to  such 
equality,  should  be  appropriated  towards  the  support  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  empire,  in  such  manner  as  the  I'arlipunent 
of  this  kingdom  jEihall  direct." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  proposing  the  tenth 
Riesolution,  declared,  ^<  that  no  one  was  a  greater  enemy  to 
aeeumulating  debt  upon  debt  in  times  of  peace  than  he  was, 
and  that  this  salutary  proposition  was  made  and  inserted  by 
tlie  advice  and  assistance  of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Grattan)  to  whom  the  nation  is  greatly  indebted  fof  hio  integ- 
rity^ his  abilities^  and  success  in  the  public  service  >  and 
gentlemen  will  see  the  effects  of  such  a  beneficial  plan,  which 
will  at  once  prevent  future  debt,  and  insure  ftif  ore  economy." 


b^n  trtally  deptiTed.  of  Uie  Mloturi  tMAe ;  <«ai 
the  ci^  of  Cork,  the  eMporittn  of  Oio.kiigiMii 
and  the  grand  mart  of  the  Wtot-Indian  foA  vii^ 
toalliog  tradoy  would  have  been  plrecipitdted  f<Wli 
the  height  of  prosperity  into  the  depth  of  diairfkip 
and  ruin.    It  would  have  amounted  to  a  vurtual 
declaration  of  national  enmity  aiid  hostility  }  and 
there  was  good  reason  to  fear^  that  Ireland  Would 
have  sunk  under  the  weight  of  so  unequal  and 
dangerous    a  competition — On  the    other    hand, 
the  system  of  amicable  equalization  was  open  to 
very  plausible  and  even  serious  objections. — Such 
was  the  prodigious  inferiority  of  Ireland  in  almost 
every  branch  of  traffic,  that  were  the  high  pro- 
tecting duties  repealed  by  England,  there  was 
little  ground  to  hope   that    lireland  would,    for 
many  years  to  come,  find  herself  materially  or 
sensibly  benefited.      All   these    objections    were 
urged  with  considerable  force  &nd  ability  by  Mr. 
Flood,  and  other  members  in  opposition ;  who 
declared  that  the  greater  object  was  now  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  less.     With  respect  to  the  last 
Proposition,  Mr.  Brownlow  thus  expressed  him- 
self :  '^  I  am  really  astonished  that  any  man  should 
be  bold   enough  to  move  such  a  proposition  in 
this  House,  and  I  sboold  hold  myself  a  slave  if 
I  should  tamely  hear  it  made,    Does  the  right 
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^Aatey  ifriiOi?  Is  Mb  ihe  bMstod  esctmiioft 
rf  ma  -mMotftw  ?  Is  tiUn  the  reeipraeal  adr^iu 
te|^  we  «m  to  ^ojF  t^— Sir  I  reject  the  gift*  I 
tort  it  back  with  scpm ;  I  never  will  consent  to  be 
a  ^ye  nor  to  pay  tribute— I  am  ready  to  die  ra** 
tlier  than .  be  a  slave.  Such  propositions  were 
fDrmerly  made  to  America,  and  we  have  seen 
tteir  effect  Sir,  it  is  well  for  tJie  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  that  he  is  in  a  civilized 
country.  Had  he  made  such  a  proposition  in  a 
Polish  Diet,  he  would  not  have  lived  to  carry 
back  an  answer  to  his  master.  I  will  not  say 
Timeo  Danfws.  I  am  afraid  of  no  man ;  I  was 
b(ffn  a  free  man,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  &od,  I 
will  deliver  the  same  freedom  unimpaired  to  mj 
children ;  I  will  not,  and  I  trust  no  Irishman 
will  reduce  liimself  and  become  a  tributary,  slave ; 
for  ^VL  may  call  it  by  what  name  you  please^  it. 
will^ti^  be  a  tribute*  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge 
the  ]iiberality  of  Great  JQrUaip,  but  never  will  eon- 
sent  to  suich  terms  ajs  these/^ 

Not^witbstandiog  these  reatoiiings  and  invee* 
tivei^  the  .  good  sense  and .  mpdieratioa  of  the 
Bouse  were  well  satisfied  with  the  .eooeessioRr 
nmde.by  £ngUnd.;  so  for  surpassing  what  the 
most  sanguine  expectation  a  few  years  since 
would  .have  ventured  to  indulge*    The  proposr- 


iiona  wefe  neeiVed^  net  dtily ' 
%at  wiA  jeyfbl  a^pktiMy  and  WMe^  itllfaifttt1| 
ratified  h^  a  very  decisite  tti^rilgr  iiEi  ttm  Ifatai*. 
Of  an  the  gentlemati  Who  nWmtMy  ifpoMi 
tfaen^  Mr.  Grattan  appears  to  have  Mtortaiaei 
the  mbst  favourable  opinion  of  them  in  th6  ftrit 
Inatanee.  <^  I  am  anxious  to  iay  a  &W  vforim/^ 
aaya  thid  enlightened  Patriot^  ^<  boA  on  the  neir 
resolutions  and  the  plan.  The  resolutions  I  thnk 
absolutely  indispensable.  They  have  atlnree^Md 
principle.  The  first  is,  after  the  esipenses  of  4he 
nation  are  paid^  to  contribute  to  the  general-  ex- 
pense of  the  empire.  The  seetod  U,  tha*  by 
making  the  surplos  not  applicable  to  tte  general 
expense^  tifiall  tiie  expensefif  are  paid^  it  inter- 
ests both  the  BiitibBh  attd  Irish  Muiisler  in  Ho- 
tiomy.  The  third  is^  to  suligeet  the  snrplna  t# 
the  eoAtrol  of  the  Irish  Pariiament.  If  iht 
other  resolutions  had  not  passed^  these^  ttighi 
still  be  supported.  They  put  an  end  to  debt  i 
they  decide  the  great  question  of  17M;  tfaey 
establish  Irish  economy;  they  make  the  British 
Minister  a  guarantee  to  the  integrity  of  fte 
House,  and  the  economy  of  Irish  administmiion. 
The  plan  is  open,  fair  and  jost,  and  suck  as  the 
British  Minister  can  justify  to  both  nations.  He 
gave  to  England  what  she  had  aright  to  expect, 
and  perhaps    he    could    not    give  her    more/* 
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.m  Hie  nMoliiipiii  Mlvwi^w^toi  tto 
gi»m»lloriil  the  BxdMwmr  pypved  fiw  aa  addrew 
toikii^  IMiw^»  f«»fW«v^  of  i\^w  fitafitii^  fw 
Iw  igndom  neQiiiiiie«dati«»  qf  thcf  plan  to  UiQ 
mmklftmiiao .  of  the  Haus^  and  of  tbdjr  aani^ipp 
lirdi^MiL  tf  Ike  bftpfy  elfet^t  thereof.  Qa  the  sa^^e 
4iil^^  ifith  Fehrufryi  i789f  the  reaoUitioiia  wd  ad- 
4«M8  wera  tai^  to  jthe  I^rd*^  and  imanimoujsily 
agEted  4a.  Qja  the  cigedtt  of  the  ejscpected  adyaQ* 
ii^e^  ttJBv  taana  waae  gravM^  tQ  the  ajuonofr  of 
IMjfXML  anmally. 

On  Ike  SSd  of  thia  months  the  eleven  prqpo- 
ntioMi  asreed  to  hj  the  HpAse  of  lofvds  ^nd 
CfiBunotti  r  of  Irel»nd|  were  read  in  a  Com- 
iprittae  of  tl|e  Aritiah  Qoasaoif  Cownons;  wh^n 
Mr^  Pitt,  opened  Ihe  bosine^y,  jby  calling  japon 
Urn  Cjawgnittee  to  dMambamss  ihair  laindg  of  all 
Imurjudrpyepossemony  which  so  nmeh  pains  had 
iMW  takail  t9  CPM^  «od  dilEiiae  tbniftshQnt  every 
Ipoii  trf  tha  Itiggdop.  Ofi  tn^atiiig  that  import- 
ant qneaton^  he  ifonldhag  leave  to  reiealthe}? 
alMitioii  to  Vf\»t  had  be^o^  and.  what  was^  the  re- 
hAi€  mlmJ&im  of  the  two  countries.  They 
wmU  ne^Uefty  ithat  inm  the  nsvol^tioA  to  a 
pQRod  within  the.  meaiory  of  every  one  who  hofurd 
Ma,  and  indeed  till  within  these  very  few  years, 
flie  syalem  had.  been  tibiat  of  debarring  Ireland 
fms  the  enjoiyinent  and:iMe  of  her  own  xesonrc^S; 
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and  io  make  iiiftf  kingdoAi  eontpleti^l;^  mbBerfkXt 
to  the  interests  and  epnlenee  of  tfab  eoimiry/ 
vithoat  suffering  her  to  share  in  tfas  bonntioB'  df 
nature^  in  the  indastry  of  her  iahsMlaQte^-41^ 
making  tbem  contribute'  to  the  general  intereris 
and  strength  of  the  empire.  This  system ''-was 
as  harsh  as  it  was  unjust^  and  as  impolitic -aait 
was  oppressive.  For^  however  necessary  it  might 
lave  been  to  the  partial  benefit  of  distriots  ib 
Britain^  it  promoted  not  the  real  prosperity  and 
strength  of  the  empire,  but  coanteracted  fte  kind* 
ness  of  Providence^  and  suspended  the  industry 
and  enterprize  of  man.  Ireland  was  placed  tinder 
such  restraints^  that  she  was  shut  out  froitt'^vMy 
species  of  commerce.  'She  was  restrained-  fimfe 
sending  the  produce  of  Iier  own  soil  to  fernfg* 
markets,  and  M,  correspondence  with' the  colo- 
nies of  Britain  was  prohibited  to  her.~*Thi8  was 
the  system  which  prevailed,  and  this  was  the 
state  of  thvaldotn  in  which  that  country  badlieeH 
kept  ever  sinee  flie  revolution. 

Borne  relaxation  of  the  system  had  -  indeed 
taken  place  at  an  early  period  of  the  present'ceii. 
tury.  Somewhat  more  of  the  lostrktive- Imn 
were*  abated  in  the  r^n  of  George  £[••  But  i| 
was  not  tUl  a  time  <  somewhat  nearer  to  our  mm 
^ay,  and  indeed  within  these  last  seven  yenm^ 
\\^^i  t)(e.  s^st^iQ  ^ad  beeit  completely  rwwmk^^ 


jbdttid^  kaviwg  obtaiTied  an  ind^pdtideiit  legisla- 
tofe^*    firoin    tbe  peeullar  eif^cumdtances   of    the 
linssy  and*  from  tbe  more  enlarged  sentiments  of 
Abe  present  age,  commenced  to  export  her  pro- 
dnee  and  mannfactures  to  all  the  markets  of  tbe 
world*    England  generously  admitted   her  to   a 
share  cf'^her  colonies. — (9fae  gave  her  liberty  to 
iiifort  directly^  and  to  re-export  to  all  the  world, 
tteept  to  Britain^  the  prodnce  of    her  colonies. 
-<^at"  to  "^is  moment  no  change    had    taken 
place  in  ike  intercourse  between   Great  Britain 
$md  iitland  tbemselves.     Some  trivial  points  bad 
BidbMd  been  changed,  but  no  considerable  change 
bad  laken  place  in  our  mannfactures  exported  to 
Ivdkandjr  or  in  theirs  imported  to  England. — That, 
flMvefiire,  which  bad  bel^n  done^  was  still  viewed 
by*  tbe  people  of  Ireland  as  Insufficient ;  and  cla- 
oMirs  Hrere  excited^  and  suggestions  published^ 
in-  BnbliD  and  elsewhere,  of  putting  duties  on 
MTiprndoce  and  manufactures,   under  the  name 
of  Pralecting  Dnttes. — Having  thus  far  relaxed 
die  sysiem   which    had    been    maintained 
Ito    Revolntion;    having    abandoned  the 
subserviency  in  which  we  so  long 
penevered^  and  having  so  wisely  and  justly  put 
^kmm  in  a*  stole  in   which  they   might  cultivate 
asd^.  proilt    fwA    tlie   gifts  of    nature;    having 
fl^nifd  to  tbem   the  advantages   of    their  arts 
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and  indirairy^  Welitfm  ifMBaltod  4ib*  tJitMiy  «id 
vfe  hate  estabKslied  another.  JBiti^  we  bawleft  iSk 
intercoane  between  the  two  eomtriee  exu% 
where  it  was^  and  whiefa  yet  remained  fer  leg^MK^ 
tive  wisdom  to  arrange. 

The  Propositions^  moved  by  Mr.  Oide  in  Hm 
Irish  Parliament^  and  ratified  by  that  aaeeiahl|r, 
held  oot^  he  said^  a  syslem^  Uherali  benefieial, 
and  permanent.-— ^A  great  and  gienereas  eiEttt 
was  made  by  this  Gonntry.«-»Our  man«faettti«g 
were  bo  decidedly  snperior  to  theire^  tittit'  tke 
immnnities  proposed  wonld^  for  many  fMn  4o 
come,  be  productive  of  little  aUeration%--4[t  troold 
require  time  for  the  acquisition  both  of  eapHid 
and  skill ;  and  as  these  increased^  the-^Ubnneo 
between  the  price  of  labour  tliere  and  In  Ihk 
country  would  incessantly  dimkrfsh.  After  aVt 
there  might,  he  admitted^  be  some  branehea 
of  manufacture^  in  which  Ireland  might  rivals 
and  perhaps  excel,  England.  Bnt  thie  oug^  not 
to  give  us  pain.  We  must  calculate  tnm  g4^ 
neral  and  not  from  partial  views.  Above  «ll, 
we  should  learn  not  to  regard  Ireland'  with  an 
eye  of  jealousy:  it  required  little  phShseophiy 
to  reconcile  us  to  a  competition,  which  wonld 
give  us  a  rich  customer  instead  of  a  |iwHr 
one.  The  prosperity  of  tiie  tister  knigdom 
would  be  a  fresh  and  inexhaustible  some  of  *^op« 
nlence  to  us. 
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9itl^  OD  tfce  eMimer^l  vwtarants  wpo^ed  hf 
Arant  Biilin  on  InlMd^  and  sntk  were  the 
i<Mpifeh«ftiiTe  nnd  Hberal  Tiew«^  whkli  tliat 
great  statesman  exhibited  in  the  English  Honse 
ai  Oommons,  and  which  were  reeeired  there 
with  apparent  tranquillity  and  acquiescence.— 
The  Tastness  of  the  plan^  and  the  multiplicitj 
tf  the  olgects  it  embraced^  seemed  to  keep  the 
public  mind  in  a  kind  of  suspence;  and  for  near 
4  month  no  serious  opposition  appears  to  have 
been  manifested. 

Oil  the  i4th  Maireh^  Mr.  Eden  moved  that  the 
Oommisaioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  should  be 
w^mteed  at  the  Bar  of  the  House.  The  Manu- 
fieturera  of  Lancashire  presented  a  Petition^ 
llMra;yin]B  to  be  heard  by  Counsel  against  the  Bill ; 
Petitions  were  presented  from  Liverpool^  Man^ 
.^^bester^  and  Glasgow:  tlie  m^ign  spirit  of 
commewlal  Jeslpusy  was  at  length  thoroughly 
awakened^  and  petitions  upon  petitions  were  sent 
iip  to  parliament  in  incredible  numbers^  from 
evisry  quarter  of  tlie  kingdom. — ^It  is  hi^ly 
hoMMsble  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Fkt^  that  on 
no.Qccasion  did  heoYer  speak  with  more  warmth 
and  seal:  yet,  after ik  long  and  tedious  invest!- 
ipithrn  of  faete^  and  exaniiuation  of  witvesses^  he 
yras  ooi^peHedi  reluctantly^  in  coippliance  with 


the  prejiidiMS,  of  the  S^U^  .lyfagHflffJiqi^^  ,{» 
make  wme  imterial  4t9c«t«)os  in  }fiB  jmgsitik, 
plan;  and  ob  the  ifith  May  be  forWMded  n^new 
series  of  Besolattonsi  twenty  in  nHsAer^  «o..al» 
tered^  modified^  and  enlai^d^  as  to  exhibit^  ia 
thdr  new  form,  what  migfat  well  be  called  a  new 
system.  On  a  comparative  view  of  the  two  sets 
of  Propositions^  the  magnitude  and  importanee 
of  the  alterations  strikingly  appeared.^ 

By  the  third  of  the  new  resolutions^  Ireland 
was  virtually  interdicted^  even  after  the  expira- 
tion  of  the  charter  of  the  East-India  Company, 
from  exporting  articles  to  England,  the  growth 
and  produce  of  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good.  Hope  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan^ 
By  the  salme  resolution^  this  interdiction  was 
extended  to  Arrack  and  foreign  Brandy,  also  to 
Bum  and  other  strong  Waters^  not  imported 
from  the  British  Colonies  in  the  West  ladles* 
By  the  4th^  that  whatever  Navigation  Laws  the 
British  Parliament  shall  hereafter  find  necessary 
to  epact  for  the  preservation  of  ber  Mapine^  the 
same  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ire* 
land.  By  the  6tb,  this  Ic^ative  power  of 
regulation  and  control  was,  in  like  manner,  ex- 
tended to  all  Goods  and  Commodities  imported 

»  For  the  new  Propositionn,  see  the  Appendix. 


fdto  iri&rid  ftom  ttoBrfllbh  and  Fkir6igti  CSolo- 
nits  it  'Aftfea  and  A«a«rtea.  Bjr  the  6tif  Md  TVby 
th^  'OmgoMtehA  Intereourse  betw^^ea  the  ivm 
kiigtons  was  eaeumliered  witii  nany  bardeiw 
flame  and  rigcmniB  regnlatiom.  By  the  8tli, 
the  regulating  power  of  Britain  is  extendefl  to 
all  goods  exported  from  Ireland  to  the  British 
Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  Amerieai  andtiie 
eoast  of  Africa.  By  the  9th^  Ireland  Js  excladed, 
so  loD^  as  the  eharter  of  the  East-India  Company 
shall  exist,  from  trading  to  any  port  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Btraits  of  Magellan  j 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  charter^ 
the  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfac- 
tures  of  India  shisill  be  allowed  to  be  imported 
into  Ireland  but  through  Great  Britain.  By  tile 
15th,  the  bounties  allowed  by  Great  Britain  on 
the  exportation  of  beer  to  Ireland,  and  spirits 
distilled  from  corn,  are  expressly  continued.  By 
the  I6tb,  it  is  provided  that  all  goods,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  North-American  States,  which  are 
subject  to  higlier  duties  on  importation 'into  Great 
Britain,  than  the  like  goods  the  produce  of  the 
British  Colonies,  snch  articles  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  duties  on  importation  into  Ireland. 

These  were  the  grand  and  leading  features  of 
^Bftrence  between  the  old  propositions  and  the 
new ;  and  so  great  was  the  dissimilarity,  tliat  the 
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Iriiib  FwUf^ieiU.  seemed.  WArcelf  to  vectB^^ 
the  trafies  tf  their  own  ^irjginal  creiitiQQ^  w|^ 
fnqpowided  to.  thwi  on  th?  lIBth  of  Aligi»t  fqllov* 
ing.  A  general  gentiment  of  amazempD^  and  ifi* 
dignation  seemed  to  pervade  the  Hoase  at  the  de- 
velopement  of  a  scheme,  calculated  to  restrict  for 
e?er  the  Irish  Commerce ;  and  ihB  fimrth  jRswiiu 
Uan  in  particnlar,  by  which  Saglsad  assumed  a 
power  of  k^lative  regulation  and  commercifl 
control  with  respect  tp  Ireland,  was  rejected  with  a 
kind  of  honror. 

Afler  a  Tehement  contest,  which  continued  till 
nine  in  the  morning,  the  motion  of  Sc^cretaiy 
Orde,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  estabo 
Ushment  of  the  commercial  system  contained 
ilrthenew  Propositions,  passed  in  the  afflrmative, 
with  a  majority  only  of  10  voices,  in  a  House 
consisting  of  230  niembers.-T-Biscouraged  by  the 
smallness  of  the  Majority  in  the  first  stage  of  the 
business,  the  Secretary,  on  the  16th,  haviqg 
moved  the  reading  and  printing  of  the  bill,  de- 
clared his  resolution  of  proceeding  no  further  in 
the  business  during  the  present  Session,  and  of 
leaving  it  to  be  renewed  or  ne^eetod  by  the 
public.  The  popular  joy,  evinced  by  illumina^ 
tions  and  every  species  of  exultation,  was  exoea- 
sive,  at  the  failure  of  this  plan,  which  was  never 
afterwards  revived  in  the  Parliament  of  either 
kingdom. 


Ainotig  tiM  vntny  abl^  tod  elo^uftnt  speecbeg  to 
wbieh  ilie  dfsciMBioii  of  this  Mbject  g&ve  rne^  the 
ibHowing  one  of  Mr.  OJLAl^rAN  stands  forth 
pft-Amifieiitt))r  6otkspieiioU8 : 


"  Mr.  Speaker — Bir,  I  can  excuse  the  right 
honourable  Meutier  utrho  moves  yon  for  leave  to 
bring  !n  thef  bill.  He  is  an  Englishman^  and 
contends  for  the  power  of  his  own  country,  while 
I  am  contending  for  the  liberty  of  mine;  he 
might  have  spared  himself  the  trouble  of  stating 
his  own  bill.  I  read  it  before,  I  read  it  in  the 
twenty  resolutions,  I  read  it  in  the  English  bill, 
which  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  same; 
and  which  he  might  read  without  the  trouble  of 
^sorting  to  his  own.  His  comment  is  of  little 
moment;  a  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary  is  an 
unsafe  commentator  on  an  Irish  constitution ;  the 
former  merit  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  pressing  for  the  original  Propositions,  and  con- 
tending agiiinst  the  present,  which  he  now  sup- 
ports, may  have  been  very  great,  and  I  am  wil« 
ling  to  thank  him  for  liis  past  services;  they  may 
he  a  private  consolation  to  himself.  No  more. — ^I 
differ  ttom  him  in  his  account  of  this  transaction. 
He  was  pledged  to  his  eleven  propositions;  his 
offer  was  the  propositions ;    ours  the  taxes ;  he 


took  the  Isttor^  but  fbrg^  the  ibnner*  *  I  'lovire 
both^  and  cone  ta  his  syBtem.    SLere  it  beeomes 
necessary  to  go  baek  a  litfle.-^I  begin  with  ywnr 
free  trade  obtained  in  1770 :  By  iiiat  yoa  reoo* 
▼ered  your  right  to  trade  with  every  part  of  the 
worlds  whose  ports  were  open  to  you^  sabject  to 
yoarown  nnstipulated  duties^  the  British  planta- 
tions only  excepted;  by  that  yon  obtain^  the 
benefit  of  your  insular  situation^  the  ben^t  of 
your  western  situation^  and  the  b^ieftt  of  your  ex* 
emption  from  intolerable  taxes.    What  these  ad- 
vantages might  he,  no  man  could  say;  but  any 
man  wlio  had  seen  the  struggle  you  had  made 
during  a  century  of  depression^  could  foresee,  that 
a  spirit  of  industry,  operating  upon  a  stats  of.  U- 
berty  in  a  young  nation,  mnst,  in  the  course  of 
time,  produce  signal  advantages ;  the  sea  is  like 
the  earth,  to  non-exertioo  a  waste,  to  industry  a 
mine ;  this  trade  was  accompanied  with  another, 
a  plantation  trade :    in  this,  yon  retdned  yimir 
right  to  trade  directly  with  the  British  plantations, 
directly  in  each  and  every  other  article^  sabjeet  to 
the  rate  of  British  duty ;  by  this,  yon  obtained  a 
right  to   select  the  article,  sa  that   the   general 
trade  should   not  hang  on  the  special  confornfity ; 
and   by  this,  you  did  not  covenant  to  affisct,  ex« 
dude,  or  postpone  the  produce  of  foreign  planta- 
tions. — ^^rhe  reason  was  obvious ;  you  demanded 
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tiw ai|||i|%  ft  five  .tmife  ftni  a  plwiMMtiioii  triide) 
hftd.the  then  Minitter  ioeisted  on  a  covenant  to 
coelodQ  Ifae  pwduce  of  foreign  plantatioas^  be 
bid  ffnen  jea  a  plantai&ni  trade  imtoid  of  a  fkee 
imdev  (whereas  ymtr  demaad  wu  both)  and  hit 
grant  liad  been  inadequate^  imaatu&etory^  and 
inadmisdble* — ^Theae  points  of  trade  being  setfled^ 
a  iUrd^  in  the  opinion  of  some>  remained ;  namely^ 
the  intercourse  with  England^  or  the  channel 
tsade.— -A  sneeessfol  political  campaign^  an  on- 
ouecesslitl  harvest,  the  poverty  of  not  a  few,  to*- 
gisther  with  the  example  of  England,  brought 
fsrward,  ia  the  year  1783,  a  number  of  famishing 
manufactoxers  with  a  demand  of  protecting  du- 
ties; the  extent  of  their  demand  was  idle,  the 
nannet  of  conveying  that  demand  tomultoary; 
but  not  being  wholly  resisted,  nor  yet  adequately 
assisted,  they  laid  the  foundation  of  another  plan^ 
irhyieti  made  its  afq^aranee  in  1785^  opposite,  in- 
4oed,  to  their  wishes^  and  fatal  to  their  expecta- 
tion ;  this  was  the  system  of  reeiproeUy  j  a  systeqi 
fftir  in  its  principle,  and  in  process  of  time  likely 
to  be  beneAeial,  but  not  likely  to  be  «f  any  great 
present  advantage,  other  thin  by  stopping  the 
growth  of  demand,  allaying  a  commercial  fever, 
mad  prodncii^  settlement  and  incorporation  with 
the  people  of  England ;  this  system  was  founded 
on  the  only  principle  wliich  could  <Atain  between 
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and  firsts  that  part  which  relates  to  the  priBiiiiii 
of  your  manufactures.    When  the  original  Pm- 
positions    were    arguedi    gentlemen    exclaimed^ 
<^  England  reserves  her  wool,  and  Ireland  does 
not  reserve  her  woollen  yam  ;''   it  was  answereyd^ 
*^  Ireland  may  if  she  pleases.''    What  Will  those 
gentlemen  now  say^  when  England  reserves  both ; 
—the  primum  of  her  manufactures^  and  of.  yonrs ; 
and  not  only  woollen  yam,  but  linen  yarn^  hMes^ 
&c.  ?    To  tell  me  that  this  exportation  is  benet- 
cial  to  Ireland  is  to  tell  me  nothing ;  the  question 
is  not  about  stopping  the  export,  but  giving  up 
the  regulation,  in  instances  where  England  re- 
tains  the  power  of  regulation,  and  the  act  of  pro- 
hibition.   To  tell  me  that  this  exportation  is  ne- 
cessary  for  England,  is  to  tell  me  nothing,  but 
that  you  are  material  to  England,  and,  therefore^ 
should   have  obtained   at  least  equal  terms.      I 
own,  to   assist  the  manufactures  of  Chreat  Britain 
as  far  as  is  not  absolutely  inconsistent  with  those 
of  Ireland  is  to  me  an  object ;  but  still  the  differ*^ 
euce  recurs  ;  she  is  not  content  with  voluntary  ae^ 
commodation  on  your  part,  put  exacts  perpetual 
export  from  you  in  the  very  article  in  which  she 
retains  absolute  prohibition — no  new  prohibition 
— every  prohibition    beneficial  to   England   was 
laid  before — none  in  favour  of  Ireland.    Ireland 
till  1770  was  a  province,  and  every  province  is  a 


ifi^Bi ;  your  provincial  state  ceased ;  but  before 
Hke  provincial  regalatioas  are  done  away^  tbis  ar- 
nngeiaeiit  f^tablishea  a  principle  of  uU  po8siiett9^ 
tiiat  16,  Great  Britain  sball  retain  all  ber  advan- 
ia^g^  and  Ireland  -sball  retain  all  ber  disadvan- 
tages*  But  I  leave  tbis  part  of  tbe  adjustment 
wbere  reciprocity  is  disclaimed  in  tbe  outset  of 
^aty  and  tbe  rudiment  of  manufacture ;  I  come 
to  iflstances  of  more  striking  inequality^  and  firsts 
your  situation  in  tbe  East.  You  are  to  give 
a  monopoly  to  the  present  or  any  future  East  India 
Company  during  its  eidstence^  aud  to  tbe  British 
nation  for  ever  after.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
iTisbman  in  tbis  is  in  the  same  situation  as  tbe 
Englishman^  hut  there  is  this  difference^  the  dif- 
ference between  having  and  not  having  the  trade ; 
the  Bntisb  Parliament  has  judged  it  most  expe- 
dient for  Great  Britain  to  carry  on  her  trade  to 
the  East^  by  an  exclusive  company  $  tbe  Irish 
Parliament  is  now  to  determine  it  most  expedient 
for  Ireland  to  have  no  trade  at  all  in  these  parts. 
This  is  not  a  surrender  of  the  political  rights  of 
the  constitutbn^  but  of  the  natural  rights  of  man ; 
not  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  but  of  the 
rights. of  nations, — not  to  sail  beyond  tbe  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magellan, — an 
awful  interdict !  Kot  only  European  settlements^ 
but  neutral  countries  excluded,   and  God's  provir 


ABMii  skat  out  M  Ih6  niMt  ^puUnI  IftrafiflarM  «t 
creation  ;  other  fnterdicfd  go  to  particuMr  {Aaeiat 
for  local  reanons,  becaudo  they  belong  %  ttfU&ft 
European  states ;  but  here  are  neutral  rejgionii  f(ft^ 
bidden^  and  a  path  prescribed  to  the  Irishman  Ml 
open  sea.  Other  iatervMcts  go  to  a  determinate  pt^ 
liod  of  thne,  bnt  here  is  an  eternity  of  restraint ; 
yon  ate  to  have  no  trade  at  all  dUring  the  exivti 
ence  of  any  company^  and  no  free  trade  to  thosD 
eountriiss  after  its  expiration ;  this  resiethbles  rather 
8  judgment  of  Ood  than  an  act  of  the  Legislattrre> 
whether  you  measure  it  by  itnmensity  of  space  or 
infinity  of  duration,  and  has  nothing  human  about  if 
except  its  presumption. 

« What  you  lose  by  this  surrender,  whilt  yoti 
ibrfeit  by  gltrtng  up  the  possibility  of  intercourse- 
wiHi  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  inhabited  glob6, 
I  cannot  presume  to  say ;  but  this  I  can  say,  that 
gentlemen  have  no  right  to  argue  from  present 
vrant  of  capital  against  future  trade,  nor  to  give 
up  their  capacity  to  trade,  liecaiise  they  hare  not 
yet  brought  that  capacity  into  action,  still  less 
they  hate  a  right  to  do  so  without  the  shadow  of 
compensation,  and  least  of  all  on  the  affected 
compensation  which,  trifling  with  your  under- 
standing as  well  as  interest,  suffers  a  vessel  to  gA 
to  the  West,  in  its  way  to  the  East.  I  leave  thhl 
uncompensated  surrender**!  leave  your  sifuatiou 


i^iti0^fy^  wlmk  it  Wwli-i  lenTe  ynur  ^tn$iim 
in  tbe  ^f^  wliie)i  i»  the  $qm«der  of  trade  it- 
^}  tn4  I  w»t  te  your  mtmiQa  in  the  We#t, 
^iNbk'U  ^  mrre^dev  of  i^  freedpau    Tpa  are  to 
m^  fr  npQopoly  to   ^he    British  pknt^tiftna  at 
tlwlr  owa  t%^$ ;   bfffqpe,  y^ii  did  W  only  ia  Mi- 
tela  ar^leff^  yfOki  a.  p^irer  pf  aelMtion^  and  tliaa 
only  •«  long  a^  you  pleased  to  confom  to  the 
4oad]Akii^  and  witiioiit  any  jitipnlatioa  to  exclode 
kmffk  prodoee«    It  may  be  very  proper  to  ea> 
^lade  foreigo  prodwe  by  yoar  own  tempovary 
Imts^  and  at  yoar  own  free  will  and  option,  but 
now  you  am  to  eovenant  to  do  m  for  ever,  and 
yoa  giye  to  the  English,  West  as  well  as  East,  an 
denial   mon^oly  for  their  plantation    produee^ 
ia  the  iaxing  and  regulating  of  whieh  y^m  have 
ao  soft  of  deliberation  or  interferencoi  and  over 
arhieb.  Or€«4  Britain  has  a  complete  anpremAcy. 
Sore  jrou  jwill  consider  Uie  advantage  yon  receive 
ft^ni  (hut  monopoly,  and  jndge  how  far  it  may 
ke  expedient  to  set  np  against  yonraelves  that 
iMHiopcly  for  ever;   there  is  scarcely  an  article 
til  the  .British  plantation  that  is  not  ont  of  all 
pr^oftioR  desdrer  than  the  same  article  is  in  any 
otiiar  part  of  the   globe^  nor  any   other  article 
that  is  act  produced  elsewhere,  for  some  of  which 
srtielea  you  mi^  eatablish  a  mart  for  yonr  mao*^ 
Dfaetoree.      Portogal,   for    instance^    capable    of 


being  a  better  market  for  our  ^pery  ftiaaOMMr 
Britaiu ;  this  enormity  of  price  is  aggraratkd  Ivjr 
an  enormity  of  tax ;  what  then  is  this  covenant  ? 
to.  take  these  articles  from  the  British  plantatitons^ 
and  from  none  other^  at  the  present  bigh^  TtetM 
and  taxes^  and  to  take  them  at  all  times  to  ^ome> 
subject  to  whatever  farther  rates  and  taxes-  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall  enaet.*  Jbet' 
me  ask  you^  why  did  you  refuse  ProteeUng  Div* 
ties  to  your  own  pepole?  Became  they  locked 
like  a  monopoly ;  and  will  you  give  to  the  BaAt^* 
India  merchant,  and  the  West-India  plantBiv 
something  mqre  ?-— a  monopoly  where  the  metidi> 
polist  is  in  some  degree  the  law-ghrer.^-^Tbe 
principle  of  equal  duty  or  the  same  restri^Hon  la 
not  the  shadow  of  security ;  to  make  such  a  iptin^ 
ciple  applicable  to  the  objects  must  be  equaly  but 
here  the  objects  are  not  only  dissimilar  but  oppo« 
site ;  the  condition  of  England  is  great  debt  and 
greater  capital,  great  incumbrance,  but  still 
greater  abilities;  the  condition  of  Ireland,  filtM 
capital  but  a  small  debt,  poverty  but  exetnpitioii 
from  intolerable  taxes.  Equal  burdens  wiM 
have  oj^osite  effects,  they  will  fund  the  debt  of 
one  country  and  destroy  tlie  trade  of  the  other ; 
high  duties  will  take  away  your  resource,  whMi 
is  exemption  from  them ;  but  will  be  a  fund  for 
Great  Britaiu:   thus  the  colony  principle  iu  its 
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extent)  it  dangerous  to  a  very  grtat  degree.  Sup- 
pMe  KGfreat  Britain  should  raise  her  colony  duties 
tB  a  still  greater  degree^i  to  answer  the  exigency 
of  sMie  future  war,  or  to  fund  her  present  debt, 
you  must'follow ;  for  by  this  bill  you  would  have 
no  option  in  foreign  trade ;  you  must  follow,'  not 
because  you  wanted  the  tax,  bnt  lest  your  exemp- 
tion from  taxes  should  give  your  manufactures 
aay  comparative  advantage.  Irish  taxes  are  to 
bo^psecaotions  against  the  prosperity  of  Irish  ma- 
nvrfkotures  I  You  must  follow,  because  your  taxes 
Imns  would  be  no  longer  measured  by  the  wants 
ofi  the  country  or  the  interest  of  her  commerce, 
because  we  should  have  instituted  a  false  measure 
•f  taxation ;  the  wants  and  the  riches  of  another 
coQSitry,  which  -  exceeds  you  much  in  wants,  but 
infinitely  more  in  riches.  I  fear  we  should  have 
done  more;  we  should  have  made  English  jea- 
lousy the  barometer  of  Irish  taxes, — Suppose  this 
country  should  in  any  degree  establish  a  direct 
inide  with  the  British  plantations;  suppose  the 
apprehensions  of  the  British  manufacturers  in  any 
degree  realized,  they  may  dictate  your  duties,  they 
nay  petition  the  British  Parliament  to  raise  certain 
duties,  which  shall  not  affect  the  articles  of  their 
intercourse,  but  may  stop  yours ;  or,  which  shall 
aff^t  the  articles  of  their  intercourse  a  little  and 
annihilate  yours ;  thus  they  may,  by  one  and  the 


saifte  dolgr^  r%i»  m  i^erenpe  i^  ^ii^§l»Bd^ .  ^IMul. 
destroy  a  rival  ia'  Ireland.  Gfopblets  at^^aa  in- 
stance  of  the  forineT^  and  wtKjf  vd«abl9  Fl^pi^ 
tion  import  aa  iofitance  of  tlia  latter;  yimr  lo- 
tion in  foreign  trade  had  been  a  ref^nt  on  Siig. 
land,  or  a  resource  to  Ireland;  but  ui^^f  tfijp 
adjustment  you  give  up  your  foreign  trade,  and 
confine  yourself  to  that  wbick  you  fuuft  lint 
presume  to  regulate.  The  excli^sion  of  foteifia 
plantation  produce  would  seem  sufficient^  fpr 
every  purpose  of  ppwer  and  dominatioui  bppt  to 
aggravate,  aad  it  would  seeiUf  to  insult,,  the  ii|* 
dependent  States  of  North  America  are  mosi  i^ 
graciously  brought  into  this  arrangement,  as  if 
Ireland  was  a  British  colony,  or  North  America 
continued  a  part  of  the  British  dominion;  bgr 
the  resolutions  almost  all  the  produce  of  Nocih 
America  was  to  be  imported  to  Ireland,  snt^eci 
to  British  duties  ;  the  bill  is  more  moderate^  and 
only  enumerates  certain  articles  ;  but  what  right 
has  Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  our  foreign  tvade> 
what  right  has  she  to  dictate  to  us  on  the  subject 
of  North- American  trade  ?  How  far  this  eoontiy 
may  be  further  affected  by  elog^g  her  planta- 
tion trade  and  surrendering  her  free  trade,  I  sliall 
not  for  the  present  stop  more  minutely  to  inquire  % 
but  I  must  stop  to  protest  against  oifte  Qiocum- 
stance  iu  this  arrangement,  which  should  not  ae- 


mmsptaty  wsf  wrangbnent^  wfiiek^  woald  be  fatal 
to  M«lto)si6ot  itoelfy  and  teaf  asimder  the  bands 
of  Mtb  aild  afltsctton ;  the  eircamstaoce  I  meaii^ 
i0  the  opening  of  th^  setttements  of  the  colony 
triide^  atid  free  trade  of  1^79  :  this  adjustmeut 
taked  frott  yea  the  power  of  choosing  the  article^ 
fo  that  the  whole  covenant  hangs  on  the  spe- 
cial dreatnstance^  and  takes  from  yon  yonr  op- 
tiMi  in  the  prodttce  of  foreign  plantations,  and' 
eyeti  0^  America.  It  is  a  revision  in  peace  of  the 
fl%ltt«iatente  of  ww,  it  is  a  nvocation  in  peace  of 
the  aeiquiBiiion  of  war.  I  here  ask  by  what  au- 
thority ?  By  What  anthority  is  Ireland  obliged 
BOW  to  enter  into  a  general  account  for  past  ac 
qttisitiMs?  IMd  the  petition  of  the  manufactU' 
reiPS  deslM  it  ?  Did  the  addresseia  of  the  last  Bes- 
ritm  desire  it?  Did  the  Minister  in  this  Session 
sof^^eiBt  it?  Ko;  I  call  for  anthority,  whereby 
we  ean  be  justified  in  waving  the  benefit  of  past 
treaties^  and  bringing  the  whole  ^relative  sitaa- 
tfoA'  of  this  country  into  question  in  an  arrange- 
ment which  only  profe^sea  to  settle  her  channel 
trlide  ?  I  conceive  the  settlements  of  the  last  war 
are  saered;  you  may  make  other  setllementa 
with  ihe  British  nation,  but  you  will  never  make 
amy  so  beneficial  as  these  are  ;  they  were  the  re- 
snH  of  a  eoajancture  miraculously  formed,  and 
fb^mately  seized.  The  American  war  was  the 
Irish  harvest.      From  that  period,  as  from  the 


lacky  moment  6f  your  fate^  your  eemmeree, 
eoofltitation^  and  mind^  took  form  and  vigosr  $ 
and  to  tbat  period^  and  ta  a  first  and  salient  prin* 
eiple  must  they  recur  for  life  and  renoTation.~> 
Tt  is  therefore  I  consider  those  settlements  as  sa. 
-ered,  and  from  them  I  am  naturally  led  to  that 
part  of  the  subject  "which  relates  to  compensa- 
tion^  the  payment  which  We  are  to  make  for 
the  losses  which  we  are  to  sustain;  certainly 
compensation  cannot  apply  to  the  free  trade  sup- 
posing it  uninvaded^  firsts  because  tbat  trade  was 
your  right ;  to  pay  for  the .  recovery  of  what  you 
should  never  have  lost^  had  been  to  a  great  de- 
gree unjust  and  derogatory;  secondly^  because 
that  free  trade  was  established  in  1779^  And  the 
settlement  then  closed  and  cannot  be  opened  now ; 
to  do  so  were  to  destroy  the  faith  of  treaties^  to 
make  it  idle  to  enter  into  the  present  settlement^ 
and  to  render  it  vain  to  enter  into  any  settlement 
with  the  British  Minister.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  colony  trade;  that  too  was  settled 
in  1779^  on  terms  then  specified  not  now  to  be 
opened^  clogged^  conditioned  or  circumscribed; 
still  less  does  compensation  apply  to  the  free  con- 
stitution of  1788*  His  Majesty  then  informed 
you  from  the  throne,  ^^  these  things  come  unac- 
companied with  any  stipulation  ;'^ — ^besides,  the 
free    constitution^   like  the  free  trade,  ^as  your 


^j^j|||^^|>«emM  imiH  pa;^  fbr  ttte  tMoviry  off 
n^Hi/Pf^rnreut  had  derogated  from  the  ctaim  of 
l^t j;  ^M  we  then  stated  to  Mlhistry.  It  was 
theji^^t^oqght  that  to  haye  aimexed  subsidy  to 
qpii^^tQj^on  had  been  a  barren  experitttent  on 
|ftil)1ie^  poverty^  and  had  married  an  lUnstriooi 
ex^nment  on  the  feelings  of  the  nation^  and  had 
been  neither  satisfaction  to  Ireland^  nor  teveone 
^  l^rpat  Britain.  This  bolder  policy^  this  happ^ 
art^  which  saw  how  much  may  be  got  by  tax^  and 
Ikiw  mach  must  be  left  to  honour^  whieh  made  a 
bold  j^nsh  for  the  heart  of  the  nation^  and  leaving 
Ifteir  free  to  acquire^  took  a  chance  for  her  dispositioa 
to  g^Ye^.had  its  eifect ;  for  since  that  time  until  the 
p^^s^nt  most  unfortunate  attempt^  a  great  bulk  of 
the  con^munity  were  on  the  side  of  Government,  and 
tW  Parliamentary  constitution  was  a  ^araotee  for 

<^  Bee  then  what  you  obtained  without  eovpen- 
satioii^  a  colony  trade,  a  free  trade,  the  indepen- 
dettfiy;  of  your  judges,  the  goyemmeat  of  your 
ar|Dj>  the  extension  of  the  unconstitutional  powers 
of  vopT  council,  the  restoration  of  the  judicature 
of  yorur  Lords,  and  the  independency  of  your 
la^ialatpre ! 

*^fece  now  what  you  obtain  by  compensation — 
a  ^Venant  not  to  trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and.  th^  Straits  of  Magellan  j  a  coYensnt. 


UPt  to  t^,fo»im  l?l«**M  produce,  }^^^jf^ 
ihe  Farlian^ent  of  Great  Britain,  ahall^  permit^  a 
^yenant  not  to  take  British  plantation  jirodud^ 
bpt  49  Great  Britain  shall  prescribe ;  a  coyenaiit 
to  maki}  such  acts  o£  navigaUon  as  Grpat^^ritua 
|hall  prescribe  ^  a  covenant  never  to  protect  yom 
f wi|  maniffactures,  never  to  guard  the  primum.  of 
|hi^e  manufactures !  These  things  are  accom- 
ipaqied,  I. do  acknowledge^  with  a  covenant,, qp 
the  pai^t  of  England,  1  to  disarm  your  arg|amei\t 
for  protecting  duties,  to.  give  the  English^  laa- 
|;;oage  in  the  act  of  navigation  the  same  eon- 
section  in  Ireland^  and  to  leave  our  linen 
markets  without  molestatiqii  or  dUninntion.  One 
should  think  some  God  presided  over  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country,  wlio  made  it  frugality  in  the 
Irish  nation  to  continue  free^  but  has  annexed 
the  penalties  of  fine  as  infamy  to  the  surrender 
of  the  constitution !  From  this  consideration  of 
commerce,  a  question  much  more  high,  much 
more  deep,  the  invaluable  question  of  const!- 
tuliqn,,  arises,  in  which  the  idea  of  protecting 
duties,  the  idea  of  reciprocal  duties,  of  counter- 
vailing duties,  and  all  that  detail  vanish,  and  the 
energies  of  every  heart,  and  the  prudence  of  every 
head,  are  called  upon  to  shield  this  nation,  that^ 
Ipng  depressed;  and  at  length  by  domestic  virtua 
ft^bd  foreign  misfortune  emancipated,  has  now  to 


iefen^  Iier  neWly '  acquired  #igbis  and  &er  justl^ 
aequired'  reputation  ;  the  question  is  no  less  tfeaii 
fbaty  which  three  years  ago  agitated,  fired  and 
exalted  t6e  Irish  nation,  the'  independency  of  ttie 
trish  iParliament !  By  this  bill  we  are  to  cove* 
nant  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  shatl  8ub« 
scribe  whatever  laWs  the  Parliament  of  Iihgland 
shall  prescribe,  respecting  your  trade  with  the 
British  plantations,  your  trade  in  the  produce  of 
foreign  plantations,  and  part  of  your  trade  from 
{he  United  States  of  North  America.  Th^re  is 
also  a  sweeping  covenant  or  condition,  wherebjf 
we  are  to  agree  to  subscribe  whatever  taws  the 
Parliament  of  England  shall  prescribe  respecting 
navigation;  the  adjustment  subjects  also  your 
reversionary  trade  to  the  East  to  the  same  terms ; 
oyer  all  these  objects  you  are  to  have  no '  pro* 
pounding,  no  deliberative,  no  negative,  no  legis- 
lative power  whatsoever.  Here  then  is  an  end  of 
your  fircie  trade  and  your  free  constitution ;  I  ac- 
quit the  people  of  England ;  an  ill-grounded 
jealousy  for  their  trade  seems  aggravated  by  a 
well-founded  alairm  for  your  liberty;  unwilling 
to  relinquish,  but  when  relinquished,  too  mag- 
nanimous and  too  wise  to  resume  abdicated 
tyranny:  they  feel  in  these  propositions  an  ho- 
nourable solicitude  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland, 
and  the  good  faith  of  €h*eat  Britain,   and  see  the 


wounded  in  an  amngMMnt  wlmb  wm  to  cmm 
fMe  tiiMi  for  ever:  to  a  ptopowl  Hbpntoirec.m 
filde^  wamMted  by  *ih0  f;f Mt  body  mf  tkM  peopta 
«f  Bn^fti^,  8o  Utile  expected  by  tba  jfvgh  ^ 
Ireland,  ao  ttttla  svggestod  by  Aa  miaiater^  a«A 
fD  involfiqg  to  wfaste^er  is  dear  to- you  lotQaaali^ 
Ipaoour  a^d  fraedoaft^  I  aMwar^  No.  I  plaad  ftafc 
fMMemaiitay  I  inaiit  on  tha  fkitb  of  Mtkna^  ^tht 
oli|e^tion  aboold  have  baei^  made  wbea  theae  aa^ 
tleneoite  ware  makimg;  bnt  noar  the  logie  i4 
anpire  eqines  too  late ;  ^9^  a^cominodaiiogy  «Mk 
d^eeatioa  on  tbis  auljeett  aasavtlon^  natiaiia^ 
WMBTtioUf  national  re*agse?tion !  If^  tbraa^y^ani 
after  4^e  reaoinery  of  yow  fiieedoB^  3^  bted,^ 
yow  etiildrefi^  eorrapted  by  yout  exasipby  irjttr 
aonsandar}  but  if  you  ataikl  fina  and  inexorablapi 
you  laaka  a^aeaaonaUe  in^roaaioii  on  tba  .people 
eC  EmglanAy  you  giYe  a  wbobisone  ai^m^e  ter 
your  ehfldren^  you  afford  an  awidl  inatractioa  ta^ 
bis  Majesty's  ministMrs,  and  make  (as  the  <M4 
BngUab  did  in  tba  case  of  tbeir  charter)  tba  ai* 
tempt  on  Irifi^  liberty^  its  confirmation  and  4}alab» 
likhment! 

^^  However  lest  certain  glosses  si^onld  aeaatot 
gp  nnaosveved;  I  sball,  for  tbe  sake  of  argnpneoi^ 
wave  past  aettleoients^  and  combat  tbe  reaaooiiig 
of  the  fS^g^isb  reso^tions;  ^  ad^rass, -hia.  Mm^- 


im  htmt  nUi,  thut  4kA.  iMrt .  MffH^ag.  cwBUMMf 
9mi  minium  iko«Wl  b#  aiiwltti^  and  mfesnii^ 
Hu^  Jbralftiid^  dimld  fuVwrUie  .«he  Imm  tf  Bi«f: 
ImA  q»  tiMe  sulgMto;  tHtft-w^  At  mm»  bwi 
Iho  wne  Iflglskitreji  Imi  Hm  avgaBeaA  gaet  4 
gNAl  ^al  <toa  Dlrr  it  goas  te  ttke  anqr^  'fiifi>tbft 
mlitty  bUl.  4mAd  be  4wi  mim;  U  Mni«*  mtei* 
YiMMd  te  be  eadwiedie  ite  wUoltiM.jef  jiim» 
levettOB^  anit.  m  in  tein  to  be  extewM  -to.  yowr 
tweei^  lA.fMs  to  the?  fnrtjpfitoa  ef  Ibe  voeiim* 
«lMble  .fiffe  of  yewr  fevliMieiUnriF)  cmpesiie^i^  li^ 
it  ^a«  laaeB^^  la  Mcipie»ieiBd  a.  creapiftg  «iiie»^ 
ab.yhliiil  eawpy  establisbiag  one  will:  iu.^ga^ 
nfBBt^.umsitnM  ef .  eeeuMffee  andk  neougstiQm^  a«A 
mpwim  Ikmk  wHl  ne  tbe  FKriiwneii  of  Giee* 
llileio;  %se  «iiaM»  wbeee  on  Variisnieat  fve- 
smrea  lite  exi8ieBGie4iftec.it  hn  lesA  ite  aeAeritgr, 
wi  mar  j^pie  am.  te  pay  fioora^  paaliaiieBilary^ 
aabMiabmeai^  wiOuat  any  proportion  of  periia^ 
meetaiy   vapceaeeriatioo.     in  'oppoaing.  the  vigbi 
boaowaUe  Beeilemaa's  biU^  I  consider  myaelf 
aet.eypoMig.  an  ume&'  in  UmvMf  and  that  arge« 
loeat  fov  iwon'  which  makes  similarity  of  law 
aod  eoBUBunity  of  intoreet  (reaaen  strong  for  the 
ftftadona.of  Isdand !)  a  preteme  fot  n  eendition- 
^vhieh  would  be  dtesimilaatty  of  law^  beennee  eai- 
liiMHan  of  eosalitntteo^  andf-therefoec  hostility^ 


ttoC  ettnMiiiity  i»r*tetoiwt)  I'  iMlc  vMi  whAt  ei^^ 
fiHBM  i#  Mb  argmittft*  fMnfleA  ?*^i^ftt«  3^00;  Av«^ 
rfveeyMr  widiiiptitt,  refcsed  4fo  precierf e  K  sittlt 
toiiy  of  knr  in  tmS%  Md  ttrrigatltm  ?  ffAve  yoa 
W»t  fdllM«d  OrMt  BrIhRte  in  all  h«r  eha!i(lge«  <tf 
lbs  icfc  of  MvigMtMn^  dniag  4ito  wkble  (tf^fhiSt 
mpalatebU  liaifaiMiy  -  Hie  Amerieftn  war?  Have 
yott  not  exclnded  the'  ^heap  proAnee  of  MbMr 
fiaatatiMB^  kt  ardar  that  IiMi  pa«eitf  might 
sMre  a  9«B0foly  in  4he  dear  pfoiacar  of  9Mkh 
Boloaiaa?  Have  yen  not  made  a  Mtter  ate^ef 
your  libeT^  ihaa  Gwat  IMtaia  di*  of  lier  pawerf 
iBat  I  have  aa  okjaetian  la  tMe  •  aigaaiea% 
stronger  even  than  its  want  of  feoadaiiaa^jia 
nasoAaad  experiaieal}  ikold  it  to.-betaolliing 
lesa  than  aa  inMetanee  efi  tlra/  paiOiaauaMiy 
aaastUaibttief  Irelaad,  adealamtiaa  thatik^fifli 
«id  fiee  extecnal.leyslalian  of  tlie  BishPteMsfr 
aieat  is  iaaoakpatible  with  the:  Biitishi  e^plte: 
I  ^.-i^BQwUdeOf  :ihat.fa|jr  year  e»taraal''p4wer^ 
you  .  mighi  dsseompase  the  barmoay  of  ettN 
piirof  aad  J  add^  that  by  your  power*  etef^the'peMe 
yoaaugiM  dissolwthe  State;  bat  to  the  latter 
yau'owe  your  eusteace  in  the  eenstitationy  and' to 
tile  'forsMT  your  aathority  akid  station  ia  the 
empire;  this  argament^  therefarey  rests  tbeeaa- 
naetiantipaii  a  new  aad  m  fhWe  prindple^  gees 
directly  asuiwt  the^  root  of  Parliaaient^  and  !• 


Mf  4i|MUtrl»'tV  9umm^AiMf  htA  Mem? 

.#l4iiik.tk«i  <te^  Iciik  coMiitotkm  it  iMiwqM. 
j^e^.,if(Uli  tiw  Britiiih  ^WfMKf  doolmie  wiMk 
)(.  ftl^we  M«iiditioii>aC^UMi  tke  ootoAxkii;  but 
^.ifi^.  body  of  mm  w«  saQtUiid  in  tbiiriuae  t^^ 
)(^  JLrirti  MQititetftNi  is  iDMnpfttibk  mlh  th» 
l^iJUtbli  emj^iey  feriah  the  empke !  Uve  the  eiHw 
frt|N»OD!  Re^aiMdiisc  ildt  fdn  daemaatoteke 
H.piW^  my  teooidiwiali.ds  tlie  firititli  aapire^  iny 
^^.  with  iJtd  boundea  duly  is  tb^  liberty,  of 
Is^lmd  $  bot  we  «re  t^  tbit  inperiid  power  ie 
.9(^rfi»ly:.  neoewaqr  foe  Sngland^  bei  safe  fei; 
IreUnd*  ^ 

.^{.Wbat.i8.  iha  pteaeiii  qMstten ?-*^fa«t  btti  tte 

fblMfeiiC  -fhifli  vety  power  of  tegalalMig  the  trad^ 

nf.tlMland^  bif.'tbe  Biitaah 'PftrliameDt  excleditis 

jMH^tl^diiMliidieg  heraelf  by  yirtae  of  the 'same 

V0l^»  of'  ti^  aMie  aet    of    BHvigflttoQ?    And 

v4lf4ffWae.ibe  peovoment  cause  of  ttiis  arrange- 

WlVit  £t— wib%t  bet  the  power  yon  are    going  to 

mv^ndor^  the.dietinet  and  independent  external 

m])^r||y  of  the  Irish  FarUameoty  coaipetant  «io 

%aa»tiop.  that  nueeopstroctioa  ?   What  is  the  le. 

i||?dy.  n«w  propesed  ? — the  wih    Oo  bark  to  tiie 

P^yliapieot    pf    England;    I  ask    i^n,   what 

ijKi^  tha  difi^ultiei   in  the  way  of  your  eleven 

prap€«itione'?*^what   bnt    the  jeaJbooey  of    the 


British  ittMikufiMslifen  oa  4ht  aiig^  ^  tradelt 
And  will  yoa  stake  them  ywr  PifUuieiity  anA 
Uiat  lo»  for  evety  aad  diai  too  ea  Ike  subjoei  «£ 
their  jealott«y^  and  u*  the  nornent  thay  diaplayed 
it^aafe!  I  wiU  aippoM  that' j«alo«ay    rMli9ed> 
that  jGoa  riral  them  in  Mme  maifcet  alif  oad^  ati4 
that  thejr  {wtUi<»  their  parUanmit  to  impose  m, 
fogolation  which  ahall  aflect  a  toraage  whieh  yoa 
have^  and  Great  Britain  hM  not;  how  wonU 
yon  then  &el  yoor  aituationi    when  yon  Ami^ 
be  obliged  to  re^ater  all  this  ?  And  how  wonld 
you  feel  your  degradation,  wbe»yon  ehooldeee 
year  own  manafaetarers-  pass  you  by  as  a  cypher 
in  the  coostilution^  and  deprecate  their  min  at 
the  bar  of  a  foreign  Parliament~^wfe  !  WhencB 
tlm   American    war?  Whence  the  Irish  resAiW'^ 
tions?   Wh^ice  the  misconstniDtion  of  the    ad:  * 
of    navigation?    Whence  but   from  the   evU-oC 
anffmng  one  country  to  regulate  Ae  irado  an# 
navigation  of  another^  and  of  iastitnting^  under- 
the  idea  of  general  protectoress^  a  proud  dona-- 
nation^  which  sacrifices  the  interest  of  the  wheio 
to   the  ambitioo  of  a    part,  and  arms  the  KHle 
passions  of  the   monopolist    with    the  sovereign 
potency  of   an    Imperial  Parliameaft;  for  greats 
nations^  when  cursed  with  unnatural  sway,  fii' 
low  but  their  natnre    when   they  invade;    and 
human   wisdom  has  not    better  provided  for  hn- 


48 

iftftli    nfMy^  fihaii  by  Ilmithig  "tVe  pfineij^les  o^ 
IvMu'pbWer/  'The'surreiider  of  legislature  hat 
fteten  IhiKed'fo  'cadtss'that'  not  unfrequently  taka 
plM!A  iMtWeen  t#o  equal  ^niriStos,   edvenanting  to 
fld^^niS/  in  piarflealar  cases^'  th'eir  i^espective  le- 
gkilfttiVe'  poweii 'fbr  mutual  beneilt ;  thus/  Great 
Aitahi    anil'  Ftfrtiigal  agree    to    suspend'  their 
kgiiltfiive-  power  in"  favour  of  the  wine  of  the 
one/ and' the  woollen  of  the  other;  but  'if  Per- 
tigiilliad  ^li^ '•fuTrthet^  and  agreed  t6  subscrfto 
the  ^IftWs  of  Bttgland^  and  this  covenant  had  mot^ 
been   a'toeaty,  but  eonquest;    so  Great  Britain' 
audi  Iirekuid' -may  'covenant  not  to  raise  high  dn< 
ties  Mi  tadh  other's  manulketnres;  .but  if '^Ireland 
gfies  '  &rfhdr>  and  covenants  to  subsctibe  Blritisb- 
law>  "Ifafin  is  not  a  mutual  suspension  of  the  ex- 
enate  «f  l^gislhtive  poweir^  but  k  transfer  of  tire' 
pdver  4tself  fMm  ono  ebtamtry  to  ainothto^  to  bo''' 
eslMciMd  by  anothor  hand;  sbfeh ' cAvenamt  is  not 
reciptoeity  of  trado;  it  is  a  sunrendei^  of >th€$  go^ 
venanent  of.  your  iMde^  inequality  of  tMde^  and 
ineqnil^liiy.Af  eoB»titaiion.    I  speak,  however,  a^ 
if  snell  tnnsfw;  could  take  plac^,  but  i^  fact  it 
conMnotr;  any  aririingenient  so  covenanting  is  a 
mmeipinity ;.  itcMld  aot  bind  yoQ>  still  less  couM 
it  hM  yo«  sMctaMfs ;  fiof  a  man  is  not  omni-' 
poiMl  ovef  htn»el^  neither  are  your  Fartiatnenti 
omai^dtont^  ovw  thcoiselves^  to  -  aecompKsh  tiieir 


own    dofitmetwn,    aad    propngM*  ieafli  %^ 
nnecennon ;   tHen  »  in  these  t^ftes  a  Mipmor  vib> 
lationsbip  to  dilr   res^peiytife  CTegtdtoi>«0#4   ^ikm 
eomtnumty,  which  in  the  mtniidB  9f  the  M4ir 
Vidoal^   arrests  thb  hand  of  ftokMtoy  tad  in  tlmi 
of  the  political  hody,  slops  the  aot  af  imfQadf> 
and  mikes  man  the  moras  of  propag|itio%  anA 
iPirliament  the  organ    to  contiave    liber^^    Mf 
the  engine  to  destroy  it.     Hawovar,  tkougli  tlia 
surrender  is  toid,  there  are  two  weys  of  atteaylr 
ing  it ;  one  by  a  sarrefider  in  formt  the  athar  hj 
a    snrtcnder  in    snbstama  |   appoiatiag  eaotiMr 
Parliament   your    imbstitvte^    and  consoiitiiig  4a 
Ke  Its  register  or  stamp)  by  virtaa  af  wfatsh  la 
rntrodace  the  law  and  ediet  of  aaatfaar  land  ^  ia 
cloath  with  the  fbrms  of  your  kw^  foreign  doMb^ 
erations^  and  to  preside  over  the  disgracefiil  eac> 
cmony  of  yonr  own  abdicated   anthority;    kttk 
methods   are  equally  i^nrrendets^   and   botii    am 
wholly  void.    I  speak  on  principle^  the  prmdpia 
on  which  you  stand — your    creation.    Wa,  tin 
limited  ^tfustees    of    the  delegated  power,    bom 
for  a  particular  purpt)se,  limited  ta  a  partlenlar 
time,  and  bearing  an  inviolable  rekUionship  ta 
the   people  who  sent  us  ta   Barliament,   eanmit 
break  that  relationship^   eonateraet  that  ^rfoee, 
surrender,  diminish,  or  derogate  f rem  thase  pwr^ 
ilegci^    we  breathe  but  ta  preserfe.    Coulil  the 


Ffttliamftfil  df  BBglmd  «0fMaiit  to  aubteribi 
yeulP  tft«r»?  Onifld  she  m? Mttit  that  Youag 
Itr^hiM  'sliMld  Mttiiaftd^  and  Old  fiagbii^ 
tibmli  iShtf?  If  Mdi  a  pfo{K»Mt  to  Baj^nd  wen 
ttfiekM^y/kilfelaad  iteamiat  bi^  eonalitutlon.  I 
rest  on  mtbftrHgr  aaWeU  at  pttnilple^  the  aotho- 
fity  ott  MMah  the  ftevekiia^ii  leftta. — ^Mr.  Loelie^ 
irho^  in  his  ehaptar  <m  ikm  aboUtkm  of  i^verii- 
ttietit^  «ay0,  tiNit  the  traasifhr  of  ItgialatWe  power 
iir  this  nbolitkm  of  the  stAte^  oot  a  t^i^osfhr.  ThoA 
I  may  etegn^Ute  Ihk  Hoiiae  and  myself^  thaA 
it  is  one  of  the  blessings  of  the  Britisli  constitii- 
Hon,  HmU  it.  eannot  perish  of  rapid  mortality^ 
HOT'  die  in  a  day^  like  the  men  who  shonld  proteet 
her  f  anfy  net  that  ^onld  destroy  the  lU^evty  of  the 
peo]lle^  is  dead  bora  ftom  the  womb}  men  may 
pnt  flown  the  pnbUe  eaose  for  a  season>  bat 
another  year  would  see  old  GonsUtntion  ad^anee 
4kt  liononrs  of  hie  head^  and  the  good  institu- 
tion of  Parliament  shaking  off  the  tomb  to  re- 
Meendy  in  all  its  pomp  and  pride^  and  plenitude 
and  privilege ! 

^Bir^  I  have  stated  these  Propositions  and  the 
Bill  As  a  mere  transfer  of  external  legislative  au- 
thority to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  but  I 
ham  nnd^steted  their  mischief;  they  go  to  taxa« 
tlon^  taxes  on  the  trade  with  the  British  plants- 
tmo^,  taxes  on  tba  produce  pf  foreign  plantations^ 


tuei  on  Mpe.of  Am  prodtnM  of.  the  United  Bhrtagf 
«f  Nurth.  Aii«rk»;vt)iey  gD  to  pmA  diitiaf,  «a(di 
as.  G^KAi  IQiDitiin  laid  o«.  A«ieiio«{.  The  Mode  is 
Yliriedy  bat  the  piiQcipl(^4«.the^Bime.  HoiteCbreAi 
BritMQ  take$  the  gtamp  of. the  Irish  PatUaoMMtf 
f^rtfdt  Britain  is  tQj^resQcibejr  enAIieletid-ia  te 
^ey!:  We  .anticipate  the  rape  by  preyioaemF* 
rendeT^  and  thraw  into  the  eoale  oer  bonmiry  as 
well  ap  am  liberty.  Bo  not  imagine  th«t  all  ihea^ 
f  esolntiona  are  mere  aeta  of :  regnla^on ;  thegr  mse 
iplid  snbatantiiil  reyenne,  }g^e*t  partjof  yonr,«ddi# 
tional  duty.  I  allow  ijskt  ,BUl  exeepta  cum  and  to-* 
bacco ;  but  the  principle  is  retained^  i^d  the  opO'^ 
ration  of  it  only  kept  back*  I  have  staled  that 
Chreat  Britain  may  by  these  Propositions,  enudi 
yonr  commerce^  bat, shall  b^. told  that  the  oom* 
percial  je^ilousy  of  Great  Britain  is  at  m  ead»— » 
Bot  are  her  wants  at  an  end?  are  her  wishes  for 
Irish  subsidy  at  an  end?  ^o;  an^.may.^be  gratio 
fled  by  laying  colony  duties  on  herself,  and.  so 
raising  on  Ireland  an  imperial  revenue .  to  be  snb- 
scribed  by  onr  Parliament^  without  ihft  consent 
of  our  Parliament^  and  in  despite  of  onr  people. 
Or  if  a  Minister  should  please  tp  turn  himeelf  to 
»  general  excisOf  if  wishing  to  feVeve  from  Um 
weight  of  fiu^er  additional  duties  the  hereditary' 
reyeoue  now  alienated,  if  wishing  to  rdMve.tfie 
§Urii«  of  th^  Ijinglisb  nennfactaieji,  «who.  orai| 


fUm^tmr.  extmplkm  ftotti  eiteises,  partiealarly 
Ml  wowpf  ocndlM^  andletttlier^  he  skoald  pfoeeed 
•D  tlMte  already  tegleteied  artiolee  of  taxation ; 
1b  afi^t  tax  yott  by  threats,  saggesting  that  if 
ye^nlaee  to  mse  an  exciM  on  yoarselff  En^and 
will  raiee  eelony  duties  on  both.     See  what  a 
B^iS^ty  inetroment  of  coercion  this  bill  and  these 
iMotettleM !  Btir,  and  the  Minister  can  crush  you, 
m  the. name  of  Great  'Britain ;  he  can  crush  your 
imports ;  he  can  crush  your  exports ;  he  can  do 
tliis  in  a  manner  peenlkirly  mortifying,  by  virtoi# 
of  a  elanse  ih  a  British  Act  of  Fkrliament^  that 
wi|«dd  seem  to  impose  the  same  restrictions  on 
Onai  Britain  |  he  can  do  this  in  a  manner  still 
more  oflknsive,  by  the  immediate  means  of  your 
osrn  Parliament,  who  would  be  then  an  active 
eypher,  and  notorious  stamp,  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain,  to  forge  and  falsify  the  name  and  autho- 
nfy  of  the  people  of  Ireland.    I  have  considered 
Tont^taation  under  these  Propositions  with  re- 
apect  to  Great  A-itain :  see  what  wotild  be  your 
situation  with  Tespe<it  to  the  Grown :   Tou  would 
have  granted  to  the  king  a  perpetual  money  bill, 
€ir  a  money  bill,  to  continue  as  long  as  the  Parlia- 
Httnt  of  Great  Britain  shall  please,  with  a  cove- 
nant to  increase  it  as  often  as  the  British  Parlia- 
miint  dkall  please.     By  the  resolutions,  a  great 
mati  of  the  additional  doty  wooM  have  been  so 
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granted ;  the  trade  of  the  country  is  miAd  d«|^.. 
dant  on  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  fll« 
Grown  is  made  less  dependant  of  tha  PafliAmenC 
of  Ireland,  and  a  code  of  prerogative  added  to  a 
eode  of  empire.    If  the  merchant,  after  this,  shoold 
petition  you  to  lower  your  duties  on  the  artieles  of 
trade,  your  answer,   ^^  trade  is  in  covenant.'^    If 
your  constituents  ishould  instruct  you  to  littit  tfie 
hill  of  supply,  or  pass  a  short  money  btll,  yottr 
answer,   ^^  the  purse  of  the  nation,  like  her  tradt^ 
is  in  covenant    No  more  of  six  months  money 
hills  ;   no  more  of  instructions  from  constUnents  $ 
that  connection  is  hroken  by  this  bill ;  pass  tbk^ 
yon  have  no  constituent — ^you  are  not  the  reprto- 
sentative  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  the  register 
of  the  British  Pajrliament,  and  the  equalizer  of 
British  duties ! 

^^  In  order  to  complete  this  chain  of  power,  one 
link  (I  do  acknowledge)  was  wanting,  a  perpetual 
revenue  bill,  or  a  covenant  from  time  to  time  to 
renew  the  bill  for  the  collection  thereof.  The 
tw^entieth  resolution,  and  this  bill  founded  upon  it^ 
attain  that  o1>ject.  Sir,  this  House  rests  on  three 
pillars — your  power  over  the  annual  mutiny  hill  j 
your  power  over  the  annual  additional  duties; 
your  power  over  the  collection  of  the  revenue. — 
The  latter  power  is  of  great  consequence,  because 
a  great  part  of  our  revenues  are  granted  for  ever^ 


your  wMfilfim  were  %\wb9  ;  aiid  for  their  eeUtcyi^ 
that;  IB,  for  the  act  of  settlement  gpaated  the  be- 
vfditfiy  VjBveiiiiey  and  from  that  moment  ceased 
lip.  bo  a  Parliament}  nor  was  it  till  many  yeara 
after  that  Parliament  revived ;  but  it  revived  as 
you  under  tliis  bill  would  continue  ;  without  Par- 
liamentary power;  every  evil  measure  derived 
%q(umesity  energy  and  essence  from  this  unconsti- 
tvtional  fund.  Jf  a  country  gentleman  complain- 
edi  of  the  expenses  of  the  Crown^  he  was  told  a 
frugal  government  could  go  on  without  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  he  held  our  existence  by  with- 
hftlding  the  discharge  of  our  duty.  However, 
though  the  funds  were  granted  for  ever^  the  pro« 
visioB  for  the  collection  was  inadequate ;  the 
emuggler  learned  to  evade  the  penalties^  and 
Parliament^  though  not  necessary  for  granting 
the  hereditary  revenue,  became  necessary  for  its 
collection.  Here  then  we  rest  on  three  pillars; 
the  annual  mutiny  bill,  the  annual  additional 
su^ly,  and  the  annual  collection  of  the  revenue. 
If  you  remove  all  these,  this  fabric  falls;  re- 
move any  one  of  them,  and  it  totters  ;  for  it  is 
not  tl^e  mace,  nor  the  chair,  nor  this  dome,  but 
the  deliberate  voice  resident  therein,  that  consti- 
tutes the  essence  of  Parliament.  Clog  your  de- 
liberations, and  you  are  no  longer  a  Parliament, 


wiih  a  thoasand  gaudy  surfivipg  eiteunulfcaiiectfi 
of  shew  and  authority.  ^  .        .  m  • 

<<  Contemplate  for  a  moment  the  ppw^ro  1100,111^ 
^resames  to  perpetuate ;  a  perpetual  repeal  of  tmA: 
by  jury ;  a  perpetual  repeal  of  the  great. ehacter  $ 
a  perpetual  writ  of  assistance ;  a  perpetual .  feloBj 
to  strike  an  exciseman  ! 

'  ^^  The  late  Chief  Baron  Bargh>  speaking  on 
the  revenue  bill^  exclaimed^  ^^You  give  to  tke 
dipping  rule^  what  you  should  deny  to  tli^ 
sceptre/^ 

^^  All  tlie  unconstitutional  powers  of  the  extim 
we  are  to  perpetuate^  the  constitutional  f^weib  of 
Parliament  we  are  to  abdicate,     Canwe.do.att. 
this  ?  Can  we  make  these  bulky  surren^ers^  in  di-  ^. 
miniition  of  the  power^  in  derogation  oftbeprida,. 
of  iParliament^  and  in  violation  of  those  eternal  : 
relationships,    which    the   body    that   representfi  • 
ahould  bear  to  the  community  which  const^tutea?     . 

'^^  The  pretence  given  for  this  unconstitutionfji) . 
idea  is  weak  indeed  ;  that  as  the  benefits  are  .l^r|>,  . 
manent,    so  should  be  the  compensation.      Bot  . 
trade  laws  are  to   follow  their  nature^  reveoputf,  r 
laws  to  follow  their's.    On  the  permanent  natui^. 
of  commercial  advantages  depends  the  faith'  oC  - 
trade,  on  the  limited  nature  of  revenue  laws  de^. 
pends  the  existence  of  Parliament;  but  tl^e   er- 
ror of  the  argument  ariseg  from  the  vice  of  deal* 
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iag,  liis  a  nuurketior  a  constitiitioii,  and  alogic^ 
applicable  to  barter  only^  ie  applied  to  freedom. 
To  qualify  this  dereliction  of  every  principle  and 
pewer^  the  sairender  is  made  constitutional ;  that 
i»,  the  British  market  for  the  Irish  con8tittttio% 
the  shadow  of  a  market  for  the  substance  of  a 
constitution!  You  are  to  reserve  an  option^ 
trade  or  liberty ;  if  you  mean  to  come  to  the  Bri* 
tish  market^  you  must  pass  under  the  British 
yoke.  I  object  to  this  prkeiple  in  every  shapei 
whether  you  are^  as  the  resolution  was  first 
wovdedy  directly  to  transfer  legislative  power  to 
the  British  Parliament ;  whether^  as  it  was  after* 
wards  altered^  you  are  to  covenant  to  subscribe 
her  acts ;  or  whether^  as  it  is  now  softened,  you 
are  to  take  the  chance  of  the  British  market,  so 
long  as  you  wave  the  blessings  of  the  British 
constitution — ^terms  dishonourable,  derogatory^  in< 
capable  of  forming  the  foundation  of  any  fair 
and  friendly  settlement,  injurious  to  the  politi- 
cal morality  of  the  nation.  I  would  not  harbour, 
a  slavish  principle,  nor  give  it  the  hospitality  of 
anil's  lodging  in  a  land  of  liberty  1  Slavery  is 
like  any  other  vice,  tolerate  and  you  embrace; 
you  should  guard  your  constitution  by  settled  - 
maxims  of  honour,  as  well  as  wholesome  rules 
of  law ;  and  one  maxiqi  should  be,  never  to  tor 

lerate  a  condition  which  trenches  on  the  privilege 

u 


«f  FatHMieM/  «tr  4«togatM  tMMi  tie  [^de  M 
tiM)  Mati4.  IAUhH  Hi  liMtbM  «fr  lr«Vett«^  ^fm^ 
HiMAt  iil«ittt«Mtfr  MttifeelM9  ^ Oete  itt^ttiw 
t  Wool4  %IB  fMK«ifft.^^  if  th*  f^MttM^  tf  4M 
EkigkitfA  ^ntve  to  that  IN*^  #»  the  tM&A  ^m*i^ 
ttiMtltHi  to  elie  lrMd>  «ilA  ift  ite  ^Mktt  kb  ofbf 
f»f  an  Hiftt  Etigfend  MUiM,  or  all  ^hat  she  M^ 
iMtdr  cMBMMHrce>  I  BhwAA  tain  toy  baet  till  "AM 
latte^^  flittd  j^y  iDj  obeiMAW  to  fke  iMeaaingB  -«^ 
bf»r  tons#tiitfott  i  for  that  eotetttofim  will  ^t¥^ 
ydtt  (MHmieVM^,  MfA  it  Wto  ^be  lM»  of  that  cMiff. 
totiMi  that  'deprivcid  yBO  of  totoiMhie.  Wky 
are  y^b  mt  iioi*  a  w^ten  «miitvy?  bMattKe 
HMHier  eontitry  tegalated  ycn»  titkto*.  Why  art 
yott  not  MW  a  ctiantry  of  te^^eai^brtP  hocmiHtlb 
analh^  fscM^  regttkted  yrar  navigatieb.  I 
irpl^ote  the'orfgiDid  tortti  as  slavish)  and  I  oppose 
1li6  eondillobal  'Clause  as  an  aHfuI  way  of  iatrO'^ 
dttcing  sltftet^^  of  soothing  an  high«irpnlktl 
niHfioia  hito  submission  by  the  tgnomtnions  doHi'^ 
iAan  that  she  may  shako  ot  the  yoke  when  shA 
pleases,  and  Miee  more  beeoiae  a  free  people. 
The  direi^t  unconstitotiooal  proportion  could  not 
have  been  listenfed  to^  and  thereforie  resort  ih  had 
to  the  only  possibTo  ehaiiee  of  destroying  the  li- 
berty of  4ii6  people,  by  holding  tip  the  bright  re- 
Tbrsion  of  the  Britbh  eonstitntion,  and  the  spe- 
eulation  of  future  liberty^  ao  a  tonsolation  for 


ifatk  litre  iiesf  «  Hvetyc  tibiisllll^  iMMWf*  4m 
«NgM  1«9  it  «piiD  -m  tlM> «|ofi|iag?  «r  WJ^uMtWi 
]i#i8«  «B|i«i|ta4»  •4n«|b«iy  \^gimm  mxH.  ;4v  ii 
«iglijk'  ««iwie  lt«  wBtlwfityi  imd  inhm;  maie  H< 
4WiA  Hie.  ^IwpoRt  Af  ImlAii4?  X  d«  «ib  lw< 
3i9V«  we  fliMtt  g«l  t||»  SiilMi,  1^  t.  d*  Mit  wa«» 
1*  9i«li«  ftD  »xp«|[i|MMiA  ftp  t|ti^  9^^  unlwt, 
byvMJmeaii  wpttriMNMt  m:wr<ii»^  th»  tnnrti 
initio*  uA  H>iiiA  of  Oib  peopto  pf  Jr»l|«4  Bfi 
d»  aotliiiiigiwo^  if  ygvm  aMl  jMA  l»r  •.jeti^  yw 
viff  got  s»«MiVr  clew  of  ^is  ingloview  osfMMi. 
amAl'if  thift  is  w^  tbe  ftrMwl^  morkot,  ,w]iy  •«. 
««pti'tJM  MMmmt?  «id  if  H  4%  «ko  lMN»i«i 
tliliMf  «»y  tok«  «way  y«wd«aiiH«tiTO  T«iM* 
Tq«  will  Ibo  byttiod  oqt  of  yov  eomtiMMl  4^ 
jtfVt  eowwveo:  tkiero  m»  «»o  Witys  of  tajtin^ 
omy  1^  mlly  %B  ono  by  4ir««/^  ooKKVlfliop,  tli^ 
Otiiev  l^y  oitabU«hi|i{  a  pti^QUeat  motive.  Tliiif 
»  i^rv«|i  of  ifao  Cfown  n«y  loiie  his  fr«o  iftillf 
wfaea  hiO  is  to^  give  bM  vote  at  tho  hsMivd  of  lu| 
q9«b,  ani  tbus  a  il^atlkiiioot  wovld  V»se  )(•>&?« 
will,  if  H  aotod  nodsi  a  eonvietioa  that  U  txor- 
i^ed  its  delthoBativo  ftiaetioQ  «.t  tl»e  risk  of  ijtf 
«opiiioree.  No  one  ^ostioR  wootd  stand  vpon 
ilks  own  le£9).  bot  Mcb  qaostton  woi»i(d  involve . 
fvery  oosnAdfraium  of  trado,  avd  ipdeod  tbe 
flb<Ao  fOUtiOPB  «it9«l»oii  of  Ul»  tWA  voii«tn«4.~7 


iLiid  I  bewecli  yon  to*  eoii«f(d«r  ttnit  ifHttfttfiM,  and^ 
MDtfettplftfe  the  powen^  ef<  your*  «irti  eMntrfi 
>6fow  yM  agrM  to  mfmictop  them.    ReooUAcI 
thaft'yoti  have  aow  a  right  to  trade  witM  <he  Sri- 
fiMi  plWftaftioafly   in  eefUdn  artMes;  ^«rMto4t^  re^ 
fttreneetoBiitlBli  dutMs;  that  yon '  hate  «  right 
10  tfttde  with  the  British  pUofatioDfl    in  Oirery 
other  attiele,  snbjeet  to  the  BrMiA  dntl^ir  ^  thitt 
yio»'ha\i«a  right  to  get  eiekr  of  oaeh  andof  HSfe^^ 
t|r  part  of'  Aat  bafgain^  that  yod  faai^  ti  rilgM 
t»tahe  tiie  prodnee  of  foreign  -plantatftos^*  mAi 
jeoft'to  yonr  own  nnetipulated  dntieU  ;   that   yon 
Wre  a  right  to  cany  on  a  fiM  and  miquaMAdd 
tvada  ^ik  the  United  States  of  Noith  AjneriM} 
that  yon  have  a  right  to    eany  tm  a&  experi- 
BAntal«  trade 'inemnAries    eihltigiioae  to  wftieli 
Cfreat Brhainhlis  e«tabli«bed  her'monopbliee  ;r the 
power  of  trade  thiay  and  an  inBtranieM;  ofpowier^ 
avd  statTdn  and  anthorfty  in  Ike  British  emptfel 
Oonsidef'  lliat  yon  bave  Kkewise  a  right  'ta^the 
exclusive  supply  of  your  own  market,  antl  to  tbe 
etelusive  reserve  of  tbe  rudiment  of  your  ualm-t 
factures.    That  you  have  an  absohite   donmiion 
over  the  public  purte  and  over  the  collection   of 
thci^venne.    If  you  ask  me  how  you  shall  nee 
fhese  powers,  1  say  for  Ireland, -#ith  dn«  regard  to 
the  British  naSon,  let  them  be  governed  by  the 
apirit  of  concord,  and  Vith  fidelity  to  the  convex^ 


Ofh 

itflik^  VotirtMQ  4kb  «ever  of  'ttit^bill  Mktaei  to 

nnrnmivr  ihms  povers^  I  an  Mtonislied  at  him^ 

I  Ivlve  Aeiiher  earn,  ner  eyes^  nor  fanetioos  t^ 

BAdfe  rack  a  saeffftee.    What!  ibpt  free  inH» 

for  wliicAi  we  asserted  eyety  nerve  in  1779 ;  tka* 

kee  conatiiation  for  wbieh  we  pledged  life  and 

fortttne  in  49^B&1   Our  lives  aie  «t  the  service  of 

ttie*^  empirer;    bnt^-Kror  lihertiasl    No— we   re« 

ceifved  tltea  item  our  Father,  whieh  is  in  Hcavoof 

and  we  Will  hand  them  down  to  our  children* 

Bnt*  if  gpniloam  can  entertain  a  -doubt  ol  the 

mischief  of  theses  plropositioBs,  are  they  comnncdl 

Of  4heir  safety?  the  eafeiy  of  giving  op  the  go* 

vemnent  of  yAur  trade?    No!    the  Mtschitf H 

prominenty  hot  the  advantage  is  of  a  most  enig< 

imtical  >  natarait    Have  gentlemen  considered  the* 

siriijeety-  have  they  traced  even  the  map  of  Hit 

eoontNfi^  4he  power  or  freedom  of  trading  with 

whom  they  are  to  sorrender  for  ever  ?   Have  they 

traced  the  map  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  America? 

Do*  they  know  the  French,  Dutch,  Portuguese, 

and  Spanish  settlements?    Do   tbey   know    the 

neutral  powers  of  those  countries,  their  produce, 

aptitudes  and  dispositions  ?  Have  they  considered 

the  state  of  North  America  ?  its  present  afate, 

future  grtmah^  and  every  apfortunitff  in  the  end^ 

less  sueeesswn  of  time  attending  that  nnrse  of 

eemmeree  amd  Mjfliem  ({f  mankind^    Are  they 


now  eosi^ttt  to jleeUfe^  «»  tlt»  gfijH'ffflMii^. 
selves  and  all  ikw  pogteiltyy.  timt  a  ilea  tn4f'f» 
tlilMe  regions  will  ^verr,  in  tl^i^eftmt  ^fftiiM^bi 
of  any  aenriee  t^  the  lebig4om  ^f  Ireland  F  If  Hkgi 
llftve  iiifoniation  on  ttis  aqbjae^  iimuat  1^  l^y  A 
eommuqiciatiim  wit|^  f^od,  lor  ih^y  h9im  mm 
with  m%n :  it  must  be  indpiratioii^  f»r  il  xmsmk 
be  knowledge.  In  aMh  efarcnWftanMai  te  selk 
feribe  tbie  agrMieeni^,  Iviflioet  ktte«Iedg^9  "^^^Mk 
out  evea  tbe  affeetatiofi  of  knowle^get  wkeii 
Great  Bf italn,  wUh  all  her  eiiparienoe  aad  everj 
means  of  information  hofn  J^ni  ledioB,  W4al 
Indiedy  Apericfi,  and  with  the  offieiail  knowledge 
of  Ireland  at  her  fbet^  has  taken  ni%  iQoiQui  to 
d6liberate5  and  has  now  prodneed  tweqtif  ftooAn* 
tions^  with  an  hiatory  to  ead^  emtniatinig  to  o 
code  of  empire,  not  a  system  of  eottimeree :  I  ai(ff 
in  aueh  elfenmstanees,  fev  Ireland  to  aobaeiibo 
this  agreement^  would  be  infatuation  $  lA  infiltue^ 
tion  to  wMoh  the  nation  could  net  be  a  parly, 
bnt  would  appear  to  be  concluded^  or  indeed  hud- 
dled, wtth  all  her  posterity  into  »  fallaeiots  ay* 
rangementy  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  witti* 
out  the  deliberation  of  Parliament^  or  ^e  commit 
of  the  people!  This  would  appear  tbe  more 
ineiieusable,  because  we  are  not  dmen  to  It^ 
adjustment  is  not  indiflpenmble  $  ike  greet  pcMe 
bare  been  carried]    An  inferior  qnssfUm  ebo«t 


Hn  kotfM  tnArHfl  tas  been  sUrM^  iuid  4  commer- 
jKal  fMrer  HHifl^klly  MddftA;  btit  ivUlo  the  fjr^at 
f^Bti  ««ttilii»  UMUfttttrbedi  1iK»  Mlietis  eaftnot  N 
^MllfftttM  (  tte  ioanut)lfetQrw»  appUed  to  proteet- 
ahg  ddtfe^  aiid  b&v6  ftiled ;  ibe  riflnfeter  oiEbr«4 
«i  flystoiE  of  t«ciptecily9  aod  rateeeded  in  Ir*r 
lAiidf  b«t  htt  fftited  i&  EoglMd ;  he  makes  yw 
aiMithet  eftr^  intfenatstetit  with  the  fermer^  which 
dC^  the  Eiig^lUh  do  ttbt  Mp|K»t  Md  the  Irish  de^ 
#Moate. 

^  We  tfao  go  M ;  we  have  a  gtowittg  pMeperityv 
^idM  yet  a*  eaieteption  from  intc^leraUe  taxes; 
¥ft  eaa  frtifti  thM  16  time  regulate  oar  own  (mn- 
teeree^  i^rish  ovtt  maQatackitefi)  keep  down  o^t 
lidcei^  and  brtng  dn  our  pesople>  and  hrood  ovtr 
|he  growing  pros^^ty  of  Tonng  Ireland.  In  the 
jBteao  time  we  will  gtiard  our  free  trade  and  free 
teiMtitmiioai  as  ont  only  real  resonrces;  they 
Were  the  straggles  of  great  virtue,  the  result  of 
Bineh  perseveranoe^  and  our  broad  base  of  pnhfie 
aetioal  We  shonld  reeolleet  that  this  Hoose 
ttay  fto^^  with  peculiar  propriety,  interpose,  bft- 
MBae.yon  did,  with  great  zeal  and  sueisess,  on  this 
very  subject  of  trade,  bring  oii  the  people,  and 
you  did,  with  great  prudence  and  moderation^  on 
another  occasion^  check  a  certain  description  of 
the  people,  and  you  are  now  called  upon  by  con- 
sistency  to  defend  the  people.    Thus  mediating 


between  extremes^  you  will .  preserve  ihia  Ula«d 
loDgy  and  pteterve  l|er  *wjitili  a  ceftyiQ  degree  of 
renown.  Thus  &itbfal  to  the  consiitutioii  pf  the 
eoaatiy^  you  will  eonmaail  and  insure  her  tran- 
quillity ;  for  our  best  authority  with  the  people  is^ 
pfotection  aSbrded  against  the  mnisters  of  ike 
Crewa.  It  is  not  public  clamour  but  poblie  injury 
that  fih^uia  alarm  you;  your  high  ground  ottx^ 
postulation  with  your  fellow  subjects  has  beta 
your  services ;  the  free  trade  you  have  given  tho 
merchant^  and  the  free  constitution  you  bmve 
^ven  the  island!  Make  your  third  great  cfM} 
preserve  them,  and  with  them  preserve  uvalteitsd  ^ 
your  own  calm  sense  of  public  rigbt^  the  digaiiy 
of  the  ParMamenl,  the  majesty  of  the  people^  mud 
the  powers  o!  the  island  1  Keep  them  untaUied^: 
uncovenauted,  uucircumscribedi  and  unstipendi*  * 
ary!  These  paths  are  the  paths  to  glory;  and 
let  me  add,  these  ways  are  the  ways  of  peaee  ^«sa 
shall  tlie  prosperity  of  your  country,  though  witb" 
out  a  tongue  to  thanlc  you,  yet  laden  with  the  bless* 
in^  of  constitution  and  of  commerce,  bear  attesta- 
tion to  yonr  services,  and  wait  on  your  progrsss 
with  involuntary  praise  V^ 


NAlTOHAfi  SGONOBfY. 


f^nsratfEBemmBr 


On  ike  gth  of  Fttbraiuryy  1796^  Mr.  TbomM 
Ooimolly,  of  Castleto(wa9  the  first  Iri$h  Cq«* 
mooer^  broa^t  forward  tbe  two  foUowini^  moit. 
important  reaolatioDB : 

The  first  rMolatioD— '' That  this  Hoaso  di^^ 
ia  the  last  Bession^  grtat  certain  new  i^xm^,  esUi* . 
mated  at.  iW^GOOl.  per  annun^  fbr  the  pwpoaa 
of  .patting  an  end  to  the  aecamnlsrtion  of  debt«'^ 

Th»  second — ^^  That  should  the  Mid  taxes  he 
continiKd^  it  is  ahsolutety  neoessaiy  that  the  ex- 
peoeee  of  the  natiov^  should  be  eoaftned  to  the  an« 
Bual  ineome*^^ 

Eew  questions  were  ever  discussed  in  th«  Insii 
Psrliaamoitf  en  wUch  its  cbaract^  so  mneh  de« 
pewfedy  as  these  very  important  resolution^,  sub^ 
mitftedhy  Mr.  OonnoUy  to  its  consideration. 

In.  the  Session  of  1789|  bopes  were  held  out 
to  thcf  nation^  that  such  an  arrangement  woald 
be  grounded  upon  the  celebrated  elefoen  Com- 
mercial Propositions,  as  would  enable  it  to  bear 
the  burden  of  encreased  taxation  with  ease  and 
convenience — that  trade  would  be  so  extended — 
the  resources  of  the  country  so  enlarged^ts  con- 
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dition  in  every  respect  so  ameliorated— the  ad- 
ditional taxation  of  140^0002.  per  annum  i^i^ould^ 
without  distressing  the  people^  have  the  happy 
effect  of  equalizing  the  expenses  of  the  nation 
to  its  revenues. — ^The  eleven  Propositions,  which 
had  so  elevated  the  hopes  oJT  Ireland,  had  equally 
alarmed  the  jealousy  and  intolerance  of  the  Eng- 
lish merchants ;  and  an  universal  clamour  having 
been  raised  against  them  by  ignorance  and  po- 
litical  intrigue^  the  Minister  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don a  system  which  promised  so  much  immediate 
relief  to  Ireland^  and  such  certain,  though  more 
remote,  advantages  to  England. — In  the  place  of 
those  eleven  Propositions,  of  which  all  parties 
approved — which  gave  satisfaction  to  the  boldest 
assertor  of  Irish  freedom,  the  Minister  of  Eng- 
land was  compelled  to  substitute  one  which  calmed 
,and  appeased  the  irritated  feelings  of  English- 
men, while  it  outraged  and  insulted  the  pridt 
and  independence  of  Ireland.— ^This  plan  of  Com- 
mercial adjustment,  agreed  to  by  the  British  Par- 
liament, was  sent  over  to  Ireland  for  adoption  or 
rejection  by  the  Parliament  of  the  latter; — ^this 
Parliament,  after  a  most  able  discussion  of  its 
merits,  and  an  unparalleled  display  of  eloqnenca 
by  tlie  patriots  of  that  Cay,  rejeeted  the  twenty 
propo<9itions  which  contained  this  new  system,  with 
indignation  and  contempt. 


The  mm  Ifteapaeit^  tb  bear  keavy  taxation  ex- 
isted in  17d6^  as*  was  experidnoed  in  i;!8^ ;  and 
the  opposition^  at  the  head  of  which. stood  Mr. 
Connolly^  conceiYed  that  half  the  promised  ad- 
vantages of  increased  trade^.  flowing  from  the 
operation  of  the  origiiiaL  eleven  ProposiUons^ 
conld  not  be  realized ;  that  the  next  duty  of 
Parliament  should  be  to  economize  the  pablio 
expenditure  as  much  as  possible^  thereby  to  eom-.. 
pensate  in  some  degree)  the  Joss, of  .tfade^.iijBd  to 
enable  the  nation  to  bear  up  against. the  addi- 
Uonal  taxation^  which  had  been  granted  in  thf^. 
hope  of  its  enjoyment.-— -In  the. last  Session  of 
the  ][rish  Parliament^  a  resolution  passedy  eon* 
tainiog  the  principle^  ^^that  the  annual  revenue 
onght  to  be  equalized  to  the  annual  expendi- 
ture— a  principle  rtnnous  to  the  commercial  and 
landed  interest^  unless  followed  up  by  the  re*- 
ciprocal  principle  '^that  the  annual  expenditure 
ought  to  be  confined  to  the  annual  revenue;'^ 
thus  making  the  obligation  mutual  on  the  Mini- 
ster and  the  Country. — ^To  meet  this  principle^ 
Mr.  Connolly  proposed  his  second  resolution.  The  " 
Secretary  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  com- 
plained^  that  the  object  of  the  resolution  was 
to  bind  up  the  hands  of  Government-^to  dis- 
able them  from  providing  against  any  emergen- 
cies which  might  happen  to  arise-rit  deprived  the 
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OrowD  of  that  degfM  d  dilweliw  uMb  whteh 
tha  coiiftitiitioii  had  umatad  it,  and  wkkk  ia 
seceaaary  far  the  aafety  and  honour  of  JLdauBl- 
atration-*it  enjoined  that  in  all  tnne%  and  uidar 
all  drecnastaneea,  whether  of  ibreign  attaek  « 
o(  domestic  Afltnrbance-^whether  the  ravAOSft 
ahould  riae  orftdl«-4ftat  in  all  ensenta  the  Ciomi 
aheold  he  bounds  hy  the  aduonHion  of  Faclia- 
menty  not  te  exeeed  th^  annual  ineome  of  tho 
nfttioB«~pThia^  aay  the  opponenta  of  the  reao* 
Intion,  never  waa  aittenpied  by  the  Parliament 
of  Sii^Umd*-^lAa(y  en  the  contrary^  from  177^ 
to  ITSO^  aesaion  alter.  8es8io%  the  Minister  had 
a  vote  of  credit  of  one  milUoni  to  enable  him 
to  provide  for  such  emergencies— -fAa<  by  such 
vote  tJ^e  Engliflh  Mi^iste^  was  enabled  to  send  to 
Xrelaed  a  g^reat  snpi  of  money,  to  provide  for 
her  nnforseen  emergencies,  and  at  a  period  too 
when  the  Irish  Exchequer  was  exhausted — that 
such  a  resolotion  tied  np  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment from  giving  bounties  to  encourage  indus- 
try, and  to  promote  tbe  prosperity  of  the  country 
— that  a  Government  which  could  not  be  trusted, 
or  whose  power  the  Parliament  would  be  obliged 
to  circumscribe  with  sucb  a  resolution,  should 
not  be  s^ffered  to  exist — that  tbe  resolution  (ac- 
cording to  tbe  special  pleaders  for  the  Grown) 
was  an  imperfect  one — that  it  W4s  so  worded,  aa 


vendeiiDj;  it  Bagatocy  and  iu^eient-r*fory  «i^8  the 
MUB«fei^  e3|^W^Jl0  tb^  woidiAg-w^^  So  long;  3.&  Uw 
tuiaf  of  {(Ml  yew  iball  he  ^<wtiiiue49  the  expeiutu 
«C  the  Butioa  shall  aot  eoieved  tl«B  revenu^.''^<r- 
^^WhStt  U  the  oecMMry  de4Miicm?''  c^cUisx^ 
l4Mrd  Glaie*-^^<Why,  eg^  Men  m  one  of  tho^a 
teac^ee  «beU  be  wUM^wn^  the*  GeverBi|i«ni  inijK 
setoff  im  the  aid  eeretor  tf  pvofurion  end  ei- 
trevagence-n-gife  na  up  the  new  taxes^  aad  yen 
may  aeenmolate  deht  as  fiurt  as  you  please.'^  To 
tbie  feasoning,  k&pettinent  and  sopbietieel  ae 
it  mufit  appear  to  every  refleetmg  mind^  Mr. 
Grattaa  replied^  with  his  neoal  logical  precisioa, 
and  peeuliar  sagaeity  ; — to  the  apecioue  and  wily 
qaibbles  of  the  special  pleader^  we  see  bim  op* 
pose  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  the  statesman. 
— ^The  profusion  and  extravagance^  which  it  was 
the  object  of  Mr.  Connolly^  motion  to  prevent, 
and  which  Mr.  Grattan  told  the  nation  would 
follow  from  its  rejection,  soon  after  deluged 
every  branch  of  the  Administration,  and  gene- 
rated  that  fatal  corruption  and  debility,  which 
terminated  in  the  destruction  of  the  independent 
spirit  of  the  landed  interest,  and  the  necessary 
extinction  of  Irish  freedom. 
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Mr.  GRATTAN  spoke  to  tbe  folKwrtng  effeet : 

"  Mr.  Speaker — Sir,  the  motioa  before  you  is 
very  near  a  self-evident  proposition^ — ^that  a  na- 
tion^ after  a  great  exertion  to  raise  her  revenaes^ 
ought  not  to  exceed  them. — ^I  differ  from  ihe^e 
gentlemen  who  deny  that  the  new  taxes  were 
granted  in  cotisideration  of  commercial  advan- 
tages ;  commerce  was  held  forth  the  last  Session 
as  one  of  the  compensations;  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  debt,  was  the  other ;  but  if  any  maa 
doubts  whether  eommerdal  advantages  were  in 
contemplation  of  tbe  new  taxes,  looli:  to  the  eto** 
ven  resolutions,  and  let  the  record  determiiiei 
there  you  will  find  the  resolution  for  the  Uxm  a 
part  of  the  new  system  of  commerce;  the  new 
taxes  there  evidently  appear  to  have  been  askc^d 
on  the  credit  of  new  commercial  advajU^qgei, 
which  were  supposed  .likely  to  generate  a  new  i|l^- 
lity  to  bear  them ;  and  as  a  further  inducement, 
these  taxes  were  also  recoinmeEded  by  th^e  stipu* 
lation  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  further  accumubu 
tion  of  debt. 

'^  Here  then  were  held  out  two  compensations, 
trade  and  economy  ;  neither  were  to  exist  in  pro-  - 
mise,  but  both  were  to  form  part  of  your  laws : 
accordingly,   by    the    eleventh    proposition,    the 
surplus  of  hereditary  revenue  was  to  make  up 
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home  deficiency^  before  it  could  be  applied  to  the 
.  nary  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  English  Minister 
could  not  obtain  Irish  money^  unless  he  became 
an  ttish  economist! — ^Here  was  a  self-operative 
principle  of  economy  established^  not  in  eonfi- 
dence,  biit  in  law ;  this  was  the  idea  of  the  reso- 
lutiond ;  and  even  the  commercial  bill^  wliich 
does  in  some  measure  betray  that  idea^  does  sti- 
pulate for  economy,  and  provides  that  this  House 
should  in  future  proceed  by  estimate,  and  that 
when  Government  exceeded,  the  excess  should 
fall  on  the  English  fund.  Thus  the  new  taxes 
were  to  be  accompanied  with  two  compensations, 
trade'  and  economy;  the  first  compensation  is 
withdrawn.  I  do  not  inquire  now  whether  the 
bill  of  the  right  honourable  member  was  good 
or  bad.  I  continue  to  think  it  execrable — but 
certainly  it  was  not  the  condition  held  out,  or  the 
trade  that  was  offered  in  the  original  propositions; 
Ton  have  lost  one  compensation,  the  trade;  and 
the  question  is  now,  whether  you  will  lose  the 
other,  economy  ?  When  gentlemen  agreed  to 
the  first  resolution  this  night  proposed,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  stop  the  further  accumulation  of 
debt,  I  suppose  them  to  have  been  sincere ;  that 
they  meant  it  not  as  a  vile  excuse  for  granting 
new  taxes,  but  as  the  principle  of  the  grant.  I 
enter  into  the  spirit  of  that  principle^  and  affirm 
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tkat  the  best  method  ofMetridg  He  opetatftMfit 
td  vote  tbe  secolid  Ifedolation;  Fbr  the  mtM  mmA 
nnqaalifled  increase  of  taxefe^  does  not  prA^tta^ 
bnt  rather  encoarages^  the  growth  of  deM^  Atf  it 
encourages  the  growth  of  expesse ;  it  is  ab  itas- 
nesty  to  past^  and  a  spur  to  fatnre  pifofiision  %  As 
if  a  lathel:  should  say  to  his  son*— I  will  p*J*aU 
your  extravagance^  by  wny  of  discooragemettti^^ 
This  general  observation  applies  to  ttis  coniltqf 
with  peculiar  force,  because  in  ttds  country  thote 
are  peculiar  causes  of  extravagance. 

'«Tou  hav«  two  Adininistrationd^  tbit  of  iMi 
land,  and  that  of  Great  Britain ;  and  of  course 
a  double  patronage,  and  a  two-ibld  auffaovifyfd 
load  your  establishment ;  moreover,  you  h$iv€  no 
appropriation  of  fundd,  in  Ireland,  as  Aefb  ii  la 
Great  Britain;  and  not  having  a  spedal^  ym 
should  surely  have  a  geneiflil  limitatioti  ^-^^^tfgiin, 
we  have  no  Irish  cabinet-^individuals  may  depre* 
cate,  may  dissuade,  but  they  cannot  enforce  iMt 
principles-^there  is  no  embodied  authority  ii 
Ireland. 

^^  Again,  your  government  constantly  foctd- 
ates;  your  Viceroys  change  every  day--*-men  of 
different  parties  and  different  principles,  faitUtol 
to  private  engagement^  but  not  bound  to  ady 
uniform  public  system;  again,  you  have  no  de- 
eided  responsibility  in  Ireland«*»the   oljeets  of 


^j«iui/JM|Mil  inlghiBOt  be  ea^Uy  found ;  in  Bfaott, 
ym^lii^ili  i)m  tt^mtfj  tbe  misfortune  of  a 
^cwMtt^adnymirtHliim^  a.  double  ioipovtoiiUj^  a 
fluetaatyig  gpveraaeot;  and  a  fugacious  respou- 

^^Br^  H  yptt.IiAve  «i]r  doubt)  whisther  under 
tkese  {mrtiei^vr  circavwtaaceay  tbe  mere  ^uyply 
OB  -^lowftb  «f  tax.  wiU  pvovMt  the  growth  of  debt, 
ivnk  to  history. — I  have  ^^ard  of  a  na^on  in  a 
flitimtion  similar  to.  yonr's;  at  this  very  period^  a 
nation,  who,  wean^  iiud  exhaosted  by  a  dfs- 
gmeefil  acoumnlatyHi  of  debt  in  profound  peace, 
iitt^jfmfiA  to  put  an  end  to  t^e  peErnieious  pi^c- 
tiqD^  paid., .off  all  her  arrears,  and  raised  her 
tas^s.  tot  the.  estimate  of  her  expenses ;  but  forgot 
one  sn^ewpftinn,  the  preeaotion  of  checking  the 
gRQWth,  of  expense,  as  one  essential  means  of 
stogfUg.tli^  further  accumulation  of  debt. — ^Be- 
hq)d  .the  conseipience  I  In  eleven  years  she 
doubled  her  debt,  and  multiplied  all  ber  ex- 
penseSfT— You  are  that  nation. — You  did,  in 
1773,  agree  to  put  an  end  to  the  pernicious 
praetiqn  of  running  in  debt ;  you  paid  oil.  five 
half  yMCsf  arrears  to  answer  that  end  ;  you  raised 
yonr.  tapces  above  100,0001.  a  year  to  answer  that 
endji  and  yon  took  tbe  Minister's  word  for  the 
fuittiW;SeQnxingthatpbject;  and  accordingly  you 
have,  sanee  that  tiipe  doubled  your  debt,  and  you 
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have  besides  borrowed  «1(oT6  7904MA^  m  .Uf& 
annuities,  and  you  haye  likewise  added  m9V^tf> 
your  expenses  than  the  eatimatod  amoimt.  of  vflns 
new  taxes* 

^^  Figures  are  irksome  to  this  Housed  .«h«U 
therefore  present  you  with  a  picture  of  yopr  jrace 
of  expense  $  behold  the  map  of  your  poiykf  4o- 
lineated  by.  a  very  ingeniow  man^  witti  talinti  tnid 
accuracy. 

^^  See  the  chart  of  your  credit^  a*  evfuiapint 
speck  just  rising  aboYC  t|^  i^ue  of  the  hfrn^q^f 
and  then  it  dropa;  while  yopr  debt  ascends  lUf^e 
a  pyramid^  with  an  audacious  defSstlcntioiif  4»d 
almost  culminates  in  your  meridiaiw-'-^Mi^lKiJ 
of  this  mountain  of  deht^  you  will  disccm  ^l^f^ 
marking  your  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  piAC%B 
of  running  in  debt. — ^It  is  not  necessugr  fsr  a 
man  to  read^  it  is  sufficient  for  him  to  s^^  .iQ.aqAer 
to  refute  the  honorable  and  right  honorable.  geAila- 
men  on  this  subject. 

^^  From  this  experience  tfaen^  as  well  as  fm^ 
general  principles^  I  would  infer^  that  if  you 
mean  to  stop  the  growth  of  debt^  it  is  necessacj 
to  stop  the  growth  of  expense.  It  has  been  said^ 
this  is  making  a  covenant  with  Goyemoieat  lo 
live  within  its  income*  1  say  it  is  so  $  and  I  |idd^ 
that  a  nation  giving  to  her  government  140^0001* 
new  taxejB^  has  a  ri^t  to  insist  oa  rack  a  cove* 
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ii4iit.----Tatk  ad  you  please^  she  approaebes  you^ 
on'tiliA  b&eagion^  witll  the  authoiiiy  and  superi- 
ority df  ft  er^tor  and  benefactor — she  is  not 
reduced  to  sa^lieate^  but  warranted  to  demand 
dboHoiny. 

^  Ooipemineut  inadb  ber  own  estimate  of  re* 
rmxbb  and  df  ^xp^nse ;  tbe  nation  left  both  to  ber 
dllcretibii-^aiy  what  you   want^   and  you  shall 
have  it ;  but  when  you  hare  got  it^  lire  npou  it ; 
-^the  eointaerciat  interest  of  this  country  is  to 
beiLdVan^d;  let  u^  on  that  encouragement  meet 
at  oiice  bur    domesCic    difficulties — a    generous 
eeiunl^  pardons  past  profusion — come  to  an  ac-^ 
eonnt^'with'  ber-^state   your  wants,    and    stater 
ymr  taxeer.    Thts  wa»  the  idea  of  the  Parliament ; 
and  tlie  quedtion  now  is,  whether  Government  i§ 
to  be  4iniited  by  all  the  revenues  she  held,  to  be^ 
auffifeitot  for  all  tbe  expenses  she  held ;  to  Jm 
neeessaty,  in  short,  whether  in  ordinary  years, 
there  shall  be,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  any" 
sdeh  thing  as  limitation  at   all,  in  the  manage. 
Bientbf  ihe  public  purse?    To  so  plain  a  prin^ 
e!ple  otpdlittfeal  salvation;  to  a  principle  soparti^ 
colariy  ap'pllcable  to  a  nation,  governed  by  Vice- 
roys from  another  country — a  principle  rendered 
so  necessary  by  the  habits  of  importunity — a  prin- 
dijile  eriforced  by  the  experience  of  every  yearns 
debt^    find    admitted   by    tbe   inward    conviciiou 


ol'  eveiy  nuui.wlio  Jie«M  ne,  wlmi  objeetaon .k^ 
vmiei  Whftt  b«r  ban  ymi  so^iom  is  aAvwicdl2 
W^ald  you  beliave  it?  Goald  any  inaa  ctmcdm 
it?  The  ol^jeotion  ki^  Ibat  ao  0110  Lard.  Iiimi<^ 
tenant  can  bind  (ht  anawer  for  bis  snecaaMni! 
Hve  19  adnutled  tbat  very  jasgaa^  UmA  very 
diaarrangpement  of  cauoeil^  tbat  vefy  liiteapoo- 
aibitity  of  Goverommt^  wlucb  we  all  Iftnent^ 
and  on  wbieb  gentleman  pn  Uieotbetdde  vely^ 
and  deinapd  of  yon,  for  tbat  very  v^m^UyU^  bn^ 
iga^  tbe  parae  of  ittie  public  to  tiie  fliHIi  of  tbia 
diteordancy  of  aacQomon.  We  are  notfto  imfioie 
caatricAioas  by  pAtliament^  beoanee  we  caaaettdy 
a»  ^e  :Qgtnti^aaa6e  or  nniforniity  of*  Uiie  waMila 
of  Oovernment*  To  private  angagemeiitay  bo(V- 
ever,  exp^naive^  faithful  indeed!  hut  -with  jra- 
gard  to  pubUo  maxims,  transient !  Here  la  tbair 
m^tuBientl  The  infirmity  of  .oar  ftitaaliot^ .  wUcb 
nboi^ld  indne^  year  caittien,  is  gravely  urgad  aa 
tbe.>:iQfalUMa  ai^neai  against  your  interihrqaey> 
Sfaraago  aa  this  argumenib  is^  it  yields  in  exAra* 
vagance  to  another  grave  olfjection,  ifKhieh  .  im* 
mediately  followed  it ;  an  objection  wbiob  af- 
firmed that  yon  ought  not  to  limit  yonr  Cavern- 
ment  in  its  ineome,  because  its  expenses  must 
rise. — The  very  evil  itself,  the  thing  we  dread  I 
We  fear  their  expenses  will  rise — we  fear  the 
increase  of  yonr  taxes  will  encoarage  those   ex;- 
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apprelirad  ikat  OoimmsMt  will  n^ 
BMt'ttr/MftWftjy  m  ihat  eeonoinj  on  tbeir  tM^ 
]M(]F  aid-  tlw  new  graate  on  yonr'sy  and  aacme^iui^ 
against  Hkf  growth  affatare  taaces^  and  future 
daMs*  To*  quiet  these  fears^  we  are  told,  in  per- 
fcet  seriiMiaaass,  that  our  expenses  must  increase* 
-i^Yoa '  need  not  be  afraid^  yon  may  be  certain  of 
tbe  danger. — ^This  argument,  which  threatened  us 
with  an  incf  ease  of  our  expense^  is  attended  with 
another,  whi^  threatens  with  the  deerease  of 
ouir  rervenue.  What  a  strange  image  must  tbosa 
gentlemen  hare  of.  the  possible  state  of  ikm 
eonntryl  And  what  a  much  more  strange  proi^ 
Tiidonifto  theyvmakeisr  such  a  conjooctufe !  Yoar 
e^lpmses  must'increase^  and  your  rofenue^may 
fail;  and  m  contemplatton  of  sach  i^  events 
ywk  ought  not  to  limit  your  expenditure  to 
yanA  income. .  Eventful  inability  is  urged  as  mi 
argment  against  restraining  the  growth  of  y^ar 
inoasuhranees,  and  the  pasaibla  diminution  of 
yvdr  expedse.  However,  Sir,  this  propfaai^^I 
iasagtne,  has  but  little  foundation,  no  more 'than 
the  argument  gentiiemen  construct  upon  it-4he 
Mvanae  of  this-  country  must  rise. — ^You  have 
taken  care  of  that  by  your  new  grants-^tha 
wealth  of  this  country  must  iucsease — ^nothing; 
can  prevent  the  growth  of  her  riches,  but  the 
^owtfa  of  her  taxes.    I  would  ask  those  gentle. 
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mfto,  ^vrtio  ^oneft  4lief  dbeveMe  of  your  nm^ 
nnwp  was  it  not  titemfloaves  irho  ukade  ^tt« 
ettimates^  both  of  raveouet  md  expeMes'?.  Attt 
when  proiMed  to  linit'tliemseltes  to  UMi  own 
Mtimatesy  do  tb^  not  now  graVely,  teM  niT^  flltt 
yon  eannot  liepend  on  okher:  It  MenM  they 
rest  tlte  strength  of  their  argnment  (mftertttia 
of  ifao  eredit  of  thrar  estimates,  in  direet  eouiM^ 
dicUott  to  this  argnmeot.  Bat  in  i^positioii  to 
this  resolation^  the  same  gentlemen^  with  ttie^ 
same  conviction^  ftArm  Ihst  the  wealth  of  this 
Gonntry  will  increase  most  exceedingly^.  rBote 
the  prospect  changes^  fsr  the  sake  of  the  argn* 
nsnt;  and  instead  of  a  deellaing,  you  Are.nljpMu 
Mnted  as  a  prosperoun  and  rising  stite ;  -  ym» 
mannftictnfes  are  to  increase  most  exceffdiiigl^; 
but  then  your  bonnties  are  to  increase  abo,  aiMI 
yonr  revenues^  by  such  a  deduct^  are  to  MR'. 
Gentlemen  wouH  see  that  the  increase  otmnk^ 
fkctores,  the  increase  of  export  and  of  wenMt^ 
must  have  a  general  operation ;  and  if  they  itdd 
to  the  charge  of  yonr  beonties,  most  in  a  mutfh 
greater  proportion  add  to  the  revenues.  No,  no, 
day  gentlemen,  tbe  increase  of  ttannfactnres,  tfato 
general  Sale  of  their  goods  at  home,  and  a  thriving 
export,  are  the  natural  causes  of  the  ruin  of  the 
revenue.  It  seems  in  Ireland  the  revenues  are 
desttdyed  by  the  wealth  of  the  nation^    Worn  a 


f^nHami  $i  mee  m  igpotaiit  Mud  sot  ladieront^ 
gpnflemm  proceed  to  their  •'^fti  hold,  the  imuo 
stength  of  their  taxm^  and  ^xcUin,  Wtmt !  limt 
Gpyenuneni  to  it«  iimoiie  tho  very  year  ia  whioH 
hia  Mojanty'a  Mioistero  have  aot  applied  for  a 
▼Ote  of  credit! — I  meet  the  atrengih  of  their 
muqiiieBt*  I.  say^  yes,  this  veqr  year.  I  wave 
1^  Advantage  I  po8eii«0  ia  Uie  general  pritioiple« 
.4hai  in  ordinary  years  theflKaie  should  be  bb. 
;Mfai«ed  by  its  owo  estimates  of  expense  aad  rave- 
Jiue.  I  wave  the  additional  advantage  I  have  in 
ibe  apptieaiion  of  this  principle  to  the  partieuUr 
wenmstaneesi  habits,  and  dbpositions  of  this 
om^hry.  I  wave  also  the  other  sad  advantage 
whieh  mf  argameni^  has  in  the  ejcperiaoiental 
knowledge  of  ihe  progress  of  your,  expense.  I 
jp^et  the  gentlemen  in  the  steength  of  their  argu- 
meat,  and  say  thai  we  onght  to  limit  the  growth 
of  expense  this  very  year  in  which  you  have  not 
been  called  upon  for  a  v<^e  of  credits-Yes,  Hkia 
very  year,  when  we  have  granted  above  140,0001. 
OB  no  Gompenaation  but  the  hope  to  stop  the 
growth  of  debt  and  expense^  This  very  year^  ia 
which  we  bny  economy  by  our  taxes,  or  get 
nothings  Thifi  very  year^  in  which  we  perceive 
symptoms  of  departing  from  that  economy.  See 
ypur  accounts.  On  a  comparative  view  of  the 
eatimates  for  178fi,  with  the  expenses  for  1784> 
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your  civil  list  has  inereaaed  above  SS^OMM.  per  an- 
nam ;  your  military  list  has  inereased  about  SO^OOOf. 
and  your  coneordatum  exceeding  above  ifijOOOl. 
Without  a  wish  to  criminate  (for  a  questhm  of 
this  sort  is  too  high  either  for  reflection  or  pane, 
gyric,)  t  ask  are  not  these  symptoms  sufteient  to 
induce  this  House^  when  it  continues  the  new 
grants,  in  order  to  stop  the  growth  of  debt,  to 
take  some  precaution  to  check  the  career  of 
expense ;  the  danger  of  adding  to  the  pension 
list,  of  adding  to  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  of 
such  unavailing,  heedless,  and  improvident  do- 
nations. In  the  course  of  this  debate,  we  are 
reminded  and  checked  by  another  argument,  that 
exclaims,  your  bounties!  your  bounties!  parlia- 
mentary grants,  your  public  jobs,  these  are  a 
great  cause  of  the  growth  of  your  debt  and  in- 
crease of  your  expenses,  as  if  the  Public  was 
eased,  because  the  Government  was  hot  the  only 
hand  that  heaped  burden  upon  her  back.  What, 
are  there  then  so  many  different  causes  ?  so  many 
pretences  all  combining  to  increase  our  expenses  ? 
From  hence  I  argue  for,  and  the  gentlemen 
against,  a  resolution  of  restraint;  the  complica- 
tion of  disorders,  it  seems,  to  them,  is  a  reason 
against  the  remedy. 

<^  I  admire  the  unfeigned  zeal  with  which 
those  gentlemen  espouse  the  cause  of  the  manu- 
facturers;   but  I  cannot   forget  their  discretion^ 
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wlmi  thej^.  at  the  opening  of  the  isestioo^  limited 
i\u^  aw  to  be  granted  to  thenii  by  a  resolution 
w^iicb  bad  restrained  your  grant,  and  precluded 
all  Aanafaciures  which  had  not  the  last  year 
partaken  of  the  bounty.  When  these  mannfae^ 
turersi  the  objeets  of  their  compassion^  are  under 
your  consideration^  with  great  disaetion  and 
jealottsy  they  discern  the  necessity  of  imtting 
wme  limits,  by  resolution,  to  that  species  of 
bofunty;  but  when  afterwards  the  same  rule  is 
pxoposed  to  be  applied  to  themselves,  when  it  is 
proposed .  to  limit  the  expense  of  Government, 
no,  say  the  friends  of  Ministers,  don't  impose  on 
us  such  a  rule,  or  the  absolute  necessity  of  living 
within  income — ^pity  the  poor  manufacturers— 
liave  some  regard  to  the  infant  state  of  your 
cpuntry — don't  preclude  those  various  meritorious 
claimants,  (whom  they  themselves  have  precluded 
already.) 

^<  Sir,  that  principle  which  Government  applied 
to  manufactures,  I  would  apply  to  themselves. 
I  would  have  the  obligation  of  economy  to  run. 
along  with  the  new  grants ;  I  would  have  it  the 
preamble  of  the  bill,  and  the  annual  condition  of  ^ 
its  renewal,  that  the  Secretary  might  carry  in  his 
pocket  the  condition  of  the  grant  as  an  answer  to 
solicitation ;  that  he  might  say  to  the  importu* 
nate^ — Sir,  you    have   claims — ^your    reliance  on 
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oar  economy  p.YM  yoa  just  preteiifioiiii  ^.exfCjpi 
public  moneys  but  our  hands  ftre  boondU-heii^  li 
the  act  of  Parliament.^— This  would  save  th^  ir|i|^ 
honorable  gentleman  the  fear  i>f  offending  ai^d 
the  trouble  of  thinking*  Sir^  in  the  coarse,  fifi 
these  objections^  gentlemen  have  not  foirgotiw 
to  insist  on  tbe  possibility  of  onforese^  exigw* 
cies^  as  a  reason  against  an  obligaticm  on  tlie 
Irish  Mihister^  in  ordinary  years,  to  confine  bi|a« 
self  to  his  own  estimate  of  expense  ayd  reveiine. 
I  believe  the  English  constitution  does  not  war- 
rant the  objection — extraordinary  emwgeQcies 
(another  word  for  reasons  of  State)  should  not  be 
set  up  as  a  pretence  for  extraordinary  powers  in 
the  Crown.  This  principle  is  peculiiurly  appli- 
cable to  the  case  of  money  j  therefore  it  was  that 
ship-money  was  held  illegal,  though  it  was. in- 
sisted  that  the  Crown. should  have  a  pow(Br,of 
levying  money  in  great  emergency;  the  same 
principle  which  condemns  the  practice  of  unfore^ 
seen  emergency,  in  support  of  a  latitqple  ta  lay 
the  foundation  of  taxes  without  the  co^srai  of 
Parliament,  by  tbe  reserved  power  of  exceeding 
income. 

^^  Sir,  this  objection  of  unforeseen  emergencies 
is  peculiarly  unseasonable  aow^  because  it  happens 
to  be  falsified  by  his  Majesty's  speech  from  the 
ihroDC;  which  felicitates  his  people  on  the  proa* 


pMi'of  cdteplefe  tranqafllHy.  Had  gentlemen 
Aason  To  apprehend  any  danger^  foreign  or 
domestSe,  wat  or  rebeHion^  I  suppose  they  would 
IfaTe  taken  some  precautions  ;  but  I  ask  what  is 
there,  in  the  general  complexion  of  the  times— 
Whlit  is  there,  in  your  sequestered  situation,  to 
jtistify  this  pretence  of  unforeseen  emergency  ?— 
this  affectation  of  State  mystery  ?  A  latitude  not 
for  exertion,  bnt  expense.  What  wars  have  you 
to  wage?  What  enemies  have  you  to  overwhelm  ? 
Against  whom  do  you  point  the  thunder  of  your 
arms  ?  No,  no,  ydur  emergencies  are  of  a  differ- 
ent- kind — the  gentle  solicitation,  the  fond  im* 
portuliity,  and  the  kind  reply  on  the  subject  of 
public  money.  These  are  your  wars,  these  are 
your  emergencies.  Who  would  have  imagined 
to  havfe  seen,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
faded  cockade  of  the  Castle,  confidencB,  advanced 
on  the  side  of  the  Court — confldence  in  the  Irish 
Minister  in  the  uncontrolled  expenditure  of  Irish 
money-^What,  after  all  your  experience,  tp 
prefer  confidence  to  this  resolution,  requires,  in 
my  opinion,  a  most  robust  conscience  and  a  most 
infirm  understandiog.  Desiroas  as  we  all  are  to 
pay  every  respect,  and  with  every  predilection  in 
favour  of  our  present  Viceroy,  a  young  man  of  a 
very  noble  unsuspicious  nature,  exposed  perhaps 
to  much  importainty;  yet  who  can   answer   for 
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his  eontinuanee?  This  eonfidence  iben  moflt  M- 
tend  to  all  his  suceessdrs,  whoever  they'  be^  ef 
whatever  ca^t^  p^y^  prineiple,  or  capacity — ^But 
even  that  won't  do.  This  confidence  must  exteml 
io  all  the  Secretaries  of  all  the  future  Lord 
Lieutenants.  In  the  last  seven  yeare  we-  bad 
seven  Lord  Lieutenants  and  eight  Secretaries. 
The  confidence  must  then  be  extended  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  or  ntlmr 
to  the  King's  commission,  oi^  a  pure  and  perfeet 
persuasion,  that  whom  the  King  shall  appoint^ 
the  Lord  illuminates,-  and  where  tbe  purse  Is 
bestowed,  there  is  the  virtue  and  there  is  the 
economy. — ^This  will  not  do;  it  is  not  saffcient 
that  Viceroys  should  be  Gods — Irishmen  tnust'be 
Angels,  and  importunity  and  solicitation  cease ; 
and  in  that  event  I  submit  to  the  force  of  the  ar- 
gument of  confidence,  as  something  not  accord* 
ing  to  reason,  but  above  it. 

^^I  have  troubled  yon  long;  but  before  I  sit 
down  I  must  observe,  that  the  success  of  your 
manufactures  is  much  interested  in  this  motion. 
Gentlemen  are  not  to  be  informed,  that  the  gnuit 
commercial  resources  which  Ireland  possesMS  is 
not  capital,  but  a  comparative  exemption  from 
the  weight  of  taxes.  The  increase  of  yonr  ex- 
penscs  must  operate  therefore  as  a  diminotion  of 
your  commercial  resources,  and  not  only  increase 


the midaeininaice  of  the  Bntkh  Minister  ia  the 
Irish  ihurliuieii^  bet  hinder  the  compeiitioii  of 
th0  Irish  sianefaetarer  in  his  own  nerket.  The 
netare  of  the  new  taxes  toads  the  rather  to  exdte 
the  apprehension^  because  some  of  these  taxes  are 
registers  ;  taxes  on  licences  to  sell  leath^;  soap, 
candles,  &c.  being  in  themselves  of  rery  small 
product,  I  fear  them  as  a  key  to  a  more  general 
taxation^-  and  tiie  more  earnestly  do  I  wbb, 
therefore^  to  step  the  growth  of  expense.  I  think 
this  is  a  good  opportunity ;  for  I  think  the  new 
grants  give  you  a  right  to  insist  on  establishing  a 
great  principle  of  economy.  When  we  make  new 
grants^  let  us  make  points  for  Ireland ;  and  while 
we  are  generous  to  the  Grown^  let  us  pay  some 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  people.  So  not 
let  any  man  suppose  that  the  point  of  stopping 
the  fortli^  accumulation  of  debt  is  gained  al« 
ready,  because  you  are  not  called  on  for  a  lokin 
(or  1780;  the  reason  being^  that  you  borrowed 
200,0002.  in  1780,  and  that  you  gqt  one  half 
year's  produce  of  the  new  taxes.  I  make  no 
doubt  that  tlie  resolution,  though  rt^ected  to* 
nighty  will  have  a  good  effect.  The  principle 
must  be  carried.  Government  must  at  least  live 
within  its  income ;  but  then  it  is  to  such  exertions, 
and  to  the  urging  such  resolutions,  you  must  at- 
tribnte  sneh  an^  event/' 
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'  The  priodple  of  tbe  irai  tesoliitioii  no^ed  by 
ISt.  GonBolly,  being  mieqoivoeally  adttitted  hy 
the  Ohaneellor  of  the  Exchequer^  was  onaDiAioiBi- 
ly  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  en  the  second  resoliituMi, 
there  appeared^ 

Ayes— 78— Noes — 149. 


ON  PENSIONS. 


On  the  SOth  Febrnary^  1786^  Mr.  Forbes 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  ^^  to  prevent 
persons  holding  places  or  pensions  under  the 
Grown  from  sitting  or  voting  in  the  House  of 
Oommons.''  It  is  impossible  to  make  mention 
of  the  name  of  this  venerated  and  beloved 
friend  of  Irish  independence^  without  recording 
our  acknowledgment  of  the  great  and  important 
services  which  he  has  rendered  his  country ; — 
indefatigable  in  the  performance  of  his  legisla- 
tive dnties — gifted  with  great  talents^  and  pos- 
sessed of  extensive  information— he  always  en- 
lightened his  audience  on  every  subject  he  dis- 


)m  iwmiffmen  a  portion  of  that  wfint  wMdi 
aiWHrf^  .Med  ^Uw^  bb  judgmawt  In  debato. 

Mr.  Grattan,  in  his  celebrated  Letter  to  Loed 
Clare,  ia  the  year  1800^  thus  8peak0  of  this  dis- 
tiDgoished  Irish  Senator : 

^^  Mr.  Forbes— «  name  I  shall  ever  regard,  and 
a  death  I  shall  ever  deplore— enlightened — sen- 
sible— ^laborioas,  and  useful — ^proud  in  poverty, 
and  patriotic^<^4io  pniefred  exile  to  apostacy, 
and  met  his  death. — ^I  speak  of  the  dead — ^I  say 
nothing  of  the  livings  bnt  that  I  attribute  to  this 
constellation  of  men,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
privileges  of  your  country ;  and  I  attribute  sueh 
a  generation  to  the  risidence  of  your  Parliament.^' 
Even  such:  a  man  as  Mr.  Forbes,  tiins  described 
by  him  who  best  knew  his  merits,  and  to  whose 
superiority  every  Irishman  with  whom  he  acted 
bore  equal  testimony,  could  not  escape  the  deluge 
of  ealiimny,  which  swept  away  every  man  and 
every  principle  that  was  good  or  valuable  in  our 
island* — ^The  slaughter  of  such  characters  was 
essential  to  the  completion  of  the  grand,  though 
remote  object  of  putting  down  the  country ;  and 
every  corrupt  hand  which  could  wield  a  quill,  was 
engaged  in  the  honorable  service  of  defaming 
and  traducing  our  Forbes*s,  our  Daly's,  our 
Floods,  and  our  Burghs ; — ^their  names,  however. 


M 

iioiir  live  ia  (Jie  heuii  of  the  pec^le  they  la. 
atructed  and  proteeted^  while  their  calammatocs 
are  forgotten^  or  remembered  anly  to  be  exe- 
crated. 

^<  Irishmeo  of  the  preMnt  day,"  says  our  ad- 
mired orator — ^^  may  go  to  the  graves  of  these 
honorable  dead  meii-*-they  may  raise  up  their 
tomb-stones^  as  their  calumniators  threw  thetti 
down ; — they  will  feel  it  more  instructive  to  con- 
verse with  the  ashes  of  the  one,  than  with  the 
compositiona  of  the  other.'^ 

On  the  6th  March,  1786,  Mr.  Forbes  moved 
the  House  to  resolve,  ^^  That  the  present  appli- 
cation  and  amount  of  Pensions  on  the  Civil  £«• 
tablishment,  are  a  grievance  to  the  nation,  and 
demand  redress." 

On  the  discussion  of  this  motion  it  appeared^ 
that  in  the  year  17^79  the  annual  charge  of 
Pensions  was  only  45,000/.  per  annum ;  and  that 
in  that  year  a  resolution  passed  the  House,  to 
the  following  effect,  ''  That  paying  so  great  a 
sum  in  Pensions,  was  an  imprudent  disposition 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  a  grievance  which 
ought  to  be  redressed. 

In  1785^  the  Pension  List  amounted  to 
03,0002.  which  exceeded  the  whole  amount  of 
the  Civil  Establishment 

From  1797  to    1785,    every    Establishment^ 
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ChiV  and  IfiHlary^'  greatly  incfteased — ^the  pa- 
trotiag^'  of  the  Crown  was  extended,  and  the 
!Kiational  Debt  amdnnted  to  more  than  two  mil- 
lions.— ^Tlie  PiDttsion  last  of  Ireland  exceeded 
thftt  of  England. — ^Tfae  comntfefce — the  revenue^ 
alid  the  rettouroes  of  the  former,  bore  no  eovn- 
pe^on.with  those  of  the  latter. — ^<It  was  idle, 
therefbre,"  said  Mr. '  Forbes,  <<  to  talk  of  thn 
Independence  of  tke  Irish  Parliament,  whose 
Members  received  wages  flrom  4ie  Grown.^'  On 
this  debate,  Mr.  Grattan  made  the  memorable 
declaration,  whieb  seemed  to^  have  given  such 
pain'  to  the  delieate  feelings  of  Ministers : — 
"Should  I  affirm,*r  said  Mr.  Grattan,  "  tba* 
the  Pension  List  is  not  a  grievance,  I  shoold 
affirm,  in  the  face  of  my  country — an  impudent, 
insolent,  and  a  public  lie!'^ — ^This  motion,  so 
essential  to  the  purity  and  independence  of  Par- 
liament, was  lost. — ^On  this  occasion  Mr.  Ghrat- 
tan  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House  butibr  a 
short  time. 

On  the  13th  March,  Mr.  Vorbes  presented  his- 
BiQ  to  limit  the  amount  of  Pensions,  which  was 
received,  and  read  a  first  time;  and  on  a  mo- 
tion being  made,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  on  the  succeeding  night,  Mr.  Curran, 
(now  Master  of  the  Rolls)  distingaished  himself 
in  an  eminent  degree^  by  a  display  of  that  sar- 
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eMti«  wtt,  and  »  hn^ff  exefttMfrf  UMl-tecgr^ 
which  faseuiated  wwj  h%mttTy  csp^itod  4m  al» 
tendon,  MHi  exeitad  the  «iiMr«tlDii  of^  wny 
^arty  M  eidief  aide  ef  the  Bauaui  The^  apeatii 
lie  delhrepe^  cm  tbia  eeeaaigti>  appearing  to  ite 
BAftora  ta  be  fsMifclty  and  cpwrectly  iifaitwi^ 
Miej  woald  fM  H  ai»  aat  af'  ^eat  iiqiiathia  io 
Ihat  celebrated  orator,  and  isiexible  IriaiaMn^ 
to  deny  to  Hke^  readers  af  tbia  vokuMl,  liha  plaa- 
sure  ifbich  tbey  have  experiaDoad  m  li»  p^ 
rusaf  ef  one  of  the  Itopptoat-  effovto^  af  UmI 
caastic  homoar,  wfaieh  coaraamdf  wMla  ita*. 
Itghtened,  and  plantoil  a  Aom  to  the  boaaa  of'  the 
Adminidtration,  which  coaM  not  refiue^ihato  i 
ration  ofita  powers. 


On  tills  very  interesting  question,  Mr.  CUR- 
RAN  thas  addressed  the  Ghair : 

^^  Sir,  I  object  to  adjourning  this  !ffill  to  the 
first  of  August,  because  I  perceive,  in  the  present 
disposition  of  the  House,  that  a  proper  decision 
will  be  made  upon  it  this  night.  We  have  set 
out  upon  our  inquiry  in  a  manner  so  honorable, 
and  so  consistent,  that  we  have  reason  to  expeet 


4<cWe  1>6gn  niir  givios  ilie  Ml  UKnmtiviW 
fUi)  BiMm,  iiMi  i«»  griit«iie«  extfets  M  all }  wft 
mflUfradmslfliplafnaliftrttr  ind^  liU  aijontMd 
Mv  c^imi^  ^  tattler  we  pkv^  Motenee  ob  tt» 
toDBtaiimi^  alM  imvuif;  ttfljoditad  ttofreaisei. 
Ba*  I  d0  iMgui  tfr'  see  a  tgrut  deal  of  wiginttelit  la 
wlHt  ille  kamea  Banhtci  has  ^laii,  m4  I  beg 
giDtleiMa  wfH  aeqiafc  me  ef  apaiittoy  if  I  eflfor 
Mae  nMoas  wky  tin  Biil  shoald  net  be  aduUted 
le  a  ^  etaatid  readiag«; 

<^J(  laa  earpriMd  that  ytieaica  have  ttliefc 
a^  avail  a  fealiali  f>pliiioil^  as  thai  enr  eoastitnlioti 
is  n»iiitained  bjr  its  different  eaiipiMiettt  parts, 
iiakiiillgr  eheckiag  and  conlroUitig  eaeh  othw: 
they  seem  to  think  with  Uobbes,  that  a  state  of 
aafnre  is  a  state  of  warfare;  add  that^  like  Ma- 
hemH^a  eofiil^  the  eonstitotion  is  sospended  be- 
tweali  tiie  attraotiM  of  different,  powers.  My 
Aie^da  seem  to  think  that  the  Crown  sfaoold  be 
restraiaad  from  doing  wrong  by  a  [diysicat  neeea- 
sity;  fw^ttting^  that  if  yon  take  away  ttom  a 
mftn  All  power  to  do  ^roog,  you  at  the  same 
tiaia  imkb  a«ray  from  litm  all  merit  of  doing  right, 
and  bj  making  it  impossible  for  men  to  run  into 
elaveix^  yoa  enslave  them  most  efectnally.  Bitt 
if  ittaftead  af  the  three  different  parts  of  our  con- 
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•Matioti  drawing  fwcftiy  in  right  Mnes^  atriq^- 
site  directions,  they  were  to  amtethisir  pafW»f 
'and  draw  all  one  way^  in  one  right  liae^  how 
great  wonld  be  the  eflbet  of  thehr  form^-'  how 
happy  the  direction  of  tibis  nnhml  Theptieseii* 
sfstmisnot  only  eontoary  to  natheamtimii  xee- 
titnde,  but  to  pnblic  harmony;  bnt  if  instead  of 
privilege  setfing  up  his  back  to  c^ipose  preto- 
gative,  he  was  to  saddle  his  back,  and  invtte  prc^ 
rogatiVe*  to  ride,  how  oonrfbriably  might*  thqr 
both  jog  along ;  and  therefore  it  dddgbts .  ma  to 
hear  the  advocates  for  the  Bioyal  bonnty  flowing 
freely,  and  spontaneously,  and  abandaatly,  as 
Holywell  in  Wales.  If  the  Grown  grants  dwble 
the  amount  of  the  revenue  in  pensions,  they  ap* 
prove  of  their  Royal  Master,  for  he  is- the  (breath 
of  their  nostrils. 

^^  But  we  will  find  that  this  complaisance,  thm 
^ntlenoss  between  the  Grown  and  its  true  ser- 
vauts,  is  not  confined  at  home ;  it  extends '  its 
influence  to  foreign  powers.  Our  merchants  have 
been  insulted  in  Portagal,  our  commerce  inter- 
dieted;  what  did  the  British  Lion  do?  Did  he 
whet  his  tusks  ?  Did  he  bristle  up  and  shake  his 
mane?  Did  be  roar?  No;  no  such  thing — the 
gentle  creature  wagged  his  tail  for  sir  years  at 
the  court  of  Lisbon^  and  now  we  hear  ftrom  the 
Delphic  oracle  :on  the  Treiuniry  bench,  that  he  is 


Wftgi^  hit  kdk  in  IiondM  to  Cbftvalier  Fittto}. 
Tfh0f  be  hopes  aoen  to  be  able  to  tell  us  will 
Mwr  hie  la^y  to  eatertoto  him  m  a  lap-dog^^* 
aediwheaiahe  does,  ao  4oobt  the  British  iketory. 
will  ffuriMh  8MMI  oi  their  aofieet  woelleBs  to 
make  a  eiiahieQiiir  lttia>to  lie  upon.  Hat  thmigk 
the  goHtto  heaeif  has  eontiaued  aa  loag  fawoiiig 
aad  eeuehiag,  I  ^believe  his  vengeanoe  wttl  be 
great  as  it  is  atow,  and  that  that  posterity^  wheee. 
aaceatoM  are  yet  unben^  vrill  be  aarpriaed  at  the 
imigeaiiee  he  witt  take. 

^^Tfais  polyglot,  of  wealthy  this  maseum  of 
ottrioiutiesy  the  PeusioQ  List,  embraees  every  link 
ia  the  •  haasan  efaain,  every  deseription  oi  men, 
iviemea,  aad  children,  from  the  exaUad  exeellence 
of. a  Hanrke  or  a  Rodney,  to  thedebased  sutuation 
of  the  l&dy  who  hombleth  herself  that  she  may 
be  exalted.  Bat  the  less<ms  it  iaculeates  form  its 
gieatest  perfection  $-^it  teaeheth,  that  sloth  and 
Tieemay  eat  that  bread  which  virtoe  and  honesty 
nay  etarve-fOT  after  they  had  earned  it  It  teaches 
the  idle  and  dissolate  to  look  up  for  that  support 
which  they  are  too  proud  to  stoop  and  earn.  It 
dieeets  the  minds  of  men  to  an  entire  reliance  on 
the  ruling  power  of  the  State,  who  feeds  the 
ra?eus  of  the  Royal  aviary,  that  cry  continually 
for  food«  It  teaches  them  to  imitote  those  Saints 
on  the  Pension  List,  that  ace  like  the  lilies  of  the 


lAU^^tiny  Ml  no^  lirii1iMr-d0  ihsy  sjWi,  ■jJTpMt 
we  mrnyed  like  (Marmon  la  hie  glety.  la  ftne^  H 
toeehM  a  lessn,  wUdi  iadaHl  Aey  aigli^  iwve 
innied  fmn  SpictetMw.4faii  it  ie  wmetimM  geei 
met  to  be  orer  lartaeas :  it  ehtire^  iimi  tm  pra. 
yoftioa  ae  oar  distretsee  iBonese^  the  wmaiifl— i 
ef  the  €inmu  iMmaee  ei—  ia  praportien  ee  mk 
eloathe  ere  icat^  the  royel  maatle  ie  eateaMI 
iMrer  ai. 

^^  But  aotvrMisteadiag  the  Peaiioa  IM^  lihe 
eharitj^  eovers  a  aialtitiide  ef  eiae^  gfare  tm  leave 
to  eoDmider  it  ae  eonang  home  to  the  leevibeie 
of  tins  HooM^«-giTe  me  leava  to  nmfj  that  the 
CrowD^  in  exteading  ite  eharitj,  its  Kherality^  its 
praftisioB^  is  laying  a  fbundatiaa  for  the  iadepeai 
denee  of  Faiiiaaient ;  for^  hereafter^  iaetead  nf 
oratofe  or  patriots  aceouating  fer  their  coaiuet 
to  sach  mean  and  unworthy  persons  as  free* 
holders,  they  will  learn  to  despise  tliem>  and  look 
to  the  irst  man  ia  the  State ;  and  they  will  by  ee 
doing  have  this  seoailty  for  their  indepeadeaeet 
that  while  any  man  in  the  kingdom  has  a  ehUlisig 
they  will  not  want  one. 

•  ^^Soppose  at  aay  future  period  of  tiam  tl^ 
koronghs  ef  Irelaad  should  deeliae  from  tbe|r 
present  ionrtshing  and  prosperous  state-HBuppoee 
they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who  would 
wish  to  drive  a  profitable  commerce,  by  he? ki^ 


Ifafli1iiv»«f  PMKunMt  to  bite  or  1e#;  in  «aefa  m 
CAM  »  SUepetttty  w#ald  Itsd  great  dUKeslty^  tf  tbt 
pwnli'irtiyrg  of  nemboni  shoald  enter  into  «  eo»« 
MmlioR  to  fom  a  moMpolj;  to  prevent  wbieb 
kir  ttmty  Ike  wiswt  waj  i»  to  {mrebase  up  Ihe  raw 
voiiiialy  7^^!^  nenbnBre  of  FarUeneDV  jo^ 
toogh  from  tfas  grass^  and  wliea  they  aie  a  little 
bitted^  and  be  bas  got  a  pretty  8tnd>  perbaps  of 
seventy,  be  may  laogb  at  tbe  slave-merebanti, 
some  ot  them  be  may  teaeb  to  sonnd  tbrougb  tbe 
wnuBf  lifce  a  barrel  organ;  emne^  in  tbe  eoorse 
of  a  fieir  montba^  «ghi  be  taogbt  to  cry  bear  t 
bear !  some^  cbair !  cbair !  upon  occasion  r 
tbongb  tbose  latter  ntigbt  create  a  little  confu- 
sion^ if  tbey  were  to  forget  wbetber  tbey  were 
ealling  inside  or  ootside  of  those  doors.  AgaiOt 
be  nigbt  have  some  so  trained  that  be  need  only 
pnii  a  strings  amd  up  gets  a  repeating  member; 
and  if  tbey  .were  so  dull  that  tbey  could  neither 
^eak  no?  make  orations^  (for  tbey  are  dlffeorenC 
thingg)  bo  migbi  have  tiiiem  taught  to  dance 
ftdibm9  ire  in  sententia. — This  improvement 
might  be  extended ;  he  might  bsire  then  dressed 
in  coats  and  shirts  all  of  one  colonr^  and  of  a 
Sunday  be  might  march  thennto  cbuvcbiwo  and 
tiro,  to  the  great  edification  of  tbe  people  and 
the  honour  of  the  Christian  religion;  afterwards, 
l&e  the  ancient  Spartans,  w   the  fraternity   at 
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Ktlraainbam^  tbey  might  dine  all  together  m  a 
large  hall.  Good  heaven!  what  a  sight  to  see 
them  feeding  in  public  upon  public  viands,  and 
talkiiig  of  public  subjeets  for  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic !  It  19  a  pity  they  are  not  immortal ;  but  I  hope 
they  ^ill  flourish  as  a  corporation,  and  that  pen- 
sioners will  beget  pensioners  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.'^ 


Mr.  GRATTAN  now  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows  : 

<*  Sir,  the  gentlemen  who  have  urged  the 
most  plausible  argument  against  the  Bill,  have 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  read  it.  They  say  tliat 
it  gives  up  the  control  of  Parliament  over  such 
pensions  as  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  of  the  Bill. 
Ko  such  thing — ^your  control  cannot  be  given  ap 
without  express  words  ;  but  here  there  are  express 
words  to  save  it :  here,  aware  of  such  a  pretence^ 
and  that  no  colour  should  be  given  fur  such  an 
objection,  the  preamble  states  the  nature  of  the 
pensions  which  are  to  liave  any  existence 
at    all,   "  such  as   are  allowed  by  Parliament.-' 

This  objection  being  ansM^ered  by  the  Bill,  I 
must  advert  to  another,  which  has  nothing  to  say  to 
the  Bill. 


08 

'^  xi  right  honorably  member  has  declared 
the  Bill  to  be  the  most  exceptionable  that  ever 
came  into  Parliament;  and  his  reason  for  this 
most  extraordinary  declaration  is  most  singular 
indeed;  ^^  because  it  restrains  the  Ministers  of  the 
Grown^  and  leaves  the  Pension  List  open  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,^' — ^From  thence  he  infers. 
that  a  practice  of  profusion  will  ensue,  and  from 
hence  you  would  infer  that  the  Pension  List  was 
not  now  open  to  the  addresses  of  both  or  either  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament ;  but  the  fact  is,  that 
the  evil  he  deprecates,  now  e:$i9ts ;  that  the  Bill 
does  not  give>  but  finds  and  leaves  a  power  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  address  on  such 
subjects.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  both  or 
either  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  may  address 
for  such  charges,  and  the  Minister  may  also  im- 
pose such  charges  with  such  addresses.  You  are 
thus  exposed  to  the  two  causes  of  expense,  the 
power  of  address  in  us,  and  the  unlimited  power. 
of  pensioning  without  address  in  the  Minister; 
and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  thinks  you 
will  increase  profusion  by  retnoving  one  of  its 
causes  ; — tlie  principle  .cause— the  notorious  cause 
— the  unlimited  power  of  the  Minister,  the  most 
constant,  operative  and  plentiful  source  of  prodi- 
gality. In  the  same  argument  he  adds,  that  the 
power  of  Parliament,  iu  disposing  of  the*  public. 

A  A 


sonejry  ruined  thi»  woaix^f  when  th«re  wb»  « 
redttnclaiicy  in  tbe  TcenBury^i  by  sepviDg.  the  pur- 
poMJS  of  jobbing  aristtoeiiacy.    Aceording  to  him^ 
then^   tbe    gceatestt  erikk   whieb  ean  befal  this 
country  are  a  surplus  la  tbe  Treasury,  and  a.re- 
slnint  on  tlie  piodig^ity  of    tbe  Minister. — A 
profi(peoly  wbicb  produces  redundancy^    and   a 
eonstitutional  Bill  wbich  restrains  tbe  unlimited 
grants  of  the  Crown,  is  bis  receipt  for  tbe  ruin  of 
Ireland.    In  tbe  course  of  tbis  argument  my  rigbt 
honorable  fiiend    has  spoken  of  economy.     Sir, 
a  friend  of  mine  tb^  other  night  moved  a  resolu- 
tion on  tbe  prineiple  of    economy^   ^^  that  your 
expense    should  not  exceed  your  income ;''   his 
notion  was  founded  on  an  obvbos  maxim,   that 
in  ordinary  years   a  Government  should   be  re- 
strained   by  ii»  own   estimate    of    expense   and 
revenue;  his  motion    was  rejected   on  two  idle 
arguments :— That  unforeseen  emergencies  might 
arise,  was  one  argument ;   but  neither  *  tbe  com- 
plexion nor    situation   of    the  times    warranted 
the  apprehension  of    danger,   and  therefore  the 
argument,    if    it    had     no   corruption    in     con- 
templation,  was  ictitious   and   idle.    The  other 
argument     against    my    friend's      motion     was,^ 
that    the    maxims   of    economy     were     adopted* 
already      by      the      present      Administration.— 
On  what  foundation,  fact  or  Authority,  such  am 
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4ilrgumeiit  w(U(  advant^d^  th^  caMtgaft  of  piMkions 
^an  best  determine.  Ifhose  peirsiottB  are  not 
words,  bai  facts.  I  always  toneetved  that  the 
ptiblie  treasure  was,  like  tlie  people's  Itbetty,  to 
be  guarded  rather  by  law  than  coiiM^nee>  and 
I  thought  the  new  taxes  a  good  opportunity  for 
establishing  sueh  a  safeguard.  I  ilioo^it  that 
such  a  confidence,  without  such  a  safeguard,  would 
encourage  Administration  at  last  into  kicts  of  pro- 
fusion ;  but  I  could  not  think  the  act  of  proftision 
would  accompany  the  professions  of  Economy 
and  the  grants  of  the  people.  I  could  not  foresee 
that  peculation  would  attend  the  birth  of  the 
tax.  I  will  consider  this  peculation,  or  the  new 
catalogue  of  Pensions,  and  then  the  Billr— first  the 
grievance,  then  the  remedy. 

^'  See  how  tlus  grievance  will  naturally  affect ' 
the  people :  they  will,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to 
think  that  they  see  in  such  a  measure  the  old 
school  revived — the  old  spirit  of  plunder  re- 
newed,  when  Government  in  Ireland  tvas  tio- 
thing  but  the  division  of  spoiU They  wHI  re- 
member that  they  have  given  new  taxes,  and 
that  they  have  not  Teceired  the  commerce  which 
was,  I  say,  promised,  or  the  economy  which  was 
professed ;  in  short,  they  will  see  that  you  have 
gotten  their  money,  and  have  given  them,  as  t^om- 
pensation,  a  new  list  of  pensions. 
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'^  See  how  this  grievance  may  affect  the  British 
Government :  when  the  British  Minister  seea  that 
he  has  incurred  the  odium  of  the  new  taxes  and  of 
their  misapplication^  he  will  naturally  expect  that 
his  influence  at  least  is  augmented ;  but  when  be 
finds  that  he  has  added  nothing  to  his  power^  he 
will  lament  this  attack  on  his  credit.  The 
British  Government  will  recollect,  that  to  remove 
the  causes  of  discontent  and  jealousy  in  Ireland, 
Grieat  Britain  surrendered  her  assumed  supre- 
macy. Perhaps  that  Government  will  not  think 
itself  well  used  in  the  present  attempt  to  revive  Irish 
jealousy,  by  the  unnecessary  peculation  of  their  ser- 
vants in  Ireland. 

'^  See  again  how  this  grievance  affects  the 
Irish  Ministry.  Why  give  Ireland  a  grievance^ 
for  no  object  on  earth,  but  to  lessen  the  credit 
of  the  Irish  Government?  Gentlemen  speak  of 
reflection — that  catalogue  is  the  reflection.— 
You  cannot  conceal,  nor  justify,  nor  extenuate ; 
your  connivance  would  be  aggravation.  The 
name  of  his  Excellency  has  been  introduced  to 
sway  debate;  his  friends  come  in  too  late  to 
serve  him  on  this  subject;  they  should  have 
dissuaded  him  from  giving  the  offence ;  they 
should  have  told  his  Excellency,  that  his  list 
of  pensioners  would  be  prejudicial  to  his  fame, 
and   was  unnecessary   to  his  support ;    that  the 
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profit  weut  io  others;  and  the  scaudal  to  the  Go- 
veroment. 

'*  While  I  protest  against  this  measure,  as  a  most 
disinterested  act  of  prbfasion  on  the  part  of  Grovern- 
ment;  and  therefore  as  an  act  of  the  most  superlativo 
folly,  yet  M^ill  I  say  more  of  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Rutland ;  more  than  his  own  servants  have  said 
of  him;  they  have  said  of  him  on  this  subject, 
what  is  ever  saidy  that  he  is  a  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
the  right ;  I  say  he  is  an  honest  man  in  the  wrongs 
which  is  better. 

^^  Having  stated  the  grievance,  as  far  as  affects 
ihe  three  interests  concerned,  I  shall  consider  the 
defence  ;  and  first,  it  is  advanced,  that  the  Pension 
liist  of  Ireland  is  comparatively  small — small,  if 
yon  compare  it  to  the  royal  establishments  of  Eng- 
land, or  other  countries. 

*^  I  directly  controvert  that  position ;  it  is 
comparatively  great ;  for  it  is  this  moment  equal 
to  the  Pension  List  of  Great  Britain  ;  compare  it 
to  your  hereditary  revenue,  and  it  is  above  one- 
third  of  the  net  produce  of  that  revenue;  and 
in  the  course  of  thirty  years  it  has  increased 
more  than  double. — Another  argument  advanced 
in  its  defence  tells  you  that  the  new  Pension 
List,  or  the  .last  catalogue  is ,  small ;  Sir,  it  is 
greater  than  the  produce  of  your  new  tax  on 
hawkers  and  pedlars.     Why  continue  that  tax? 


JSeeause  Government  could  not  tpare  it.  Why 
waste  that  tax?  When  I  see  the  State  repose 
itself  on  beggars,  I  pity  and  anbintt  But  when 
I  see  Hie  State  give  away  its  taxes  thus  evfseeriited 
from  the  poor;  when  1  see  Government  tom% 
to  the  poor  man's  hovel  for  a  part  of  his  loaf^ 
to  scatter  it ;  when  I  see  Government  tax  the 
pedlar,  to  pamper  the  pensioner,  I  blush  for 
the  extortion  of  the  State,  and  reprobate  an 
offence,  that  may  be  well  called  prodigality  of 
rapine. 

^^  Sir,  when  Gentlemen  say,  that  the  new 
charge  for  pensions  is  small,  let  me  assuro  them 
they  need  not  be  alarmed ;  the  charge  will  be  mueh 
greater ;  for,  unless  your  interposition  should  deier, 
what  else  is  there  to  check  it  ?~>Will  public  pov- 
erty ?  No. — ^Ncw  taxes?  No. — Gratitude  for  those 
taxes?  No. — principled  No. — Profession?  No. — 
The  love  of  fame,  or  sense  of  infamy  ?  No. — ^Con- 
fined to  no  one  description  of  merit,  or  want  of 
character,  under  the  authority  of  that  list,  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  Ireland,  have  preten- . 
sions  to  become  a  public  incumbrance;  so  that 
since  Government  went  so  far,  I  marvel  that 
they  have  stopped,  unless  the  pen  fell  out  of  their, 
band,  from  fatigue,  for  it  could  not  be  from  prin- 
ciple. 

-^  No,  Sir,  this  list  will  go  on ;  it  will  go  on, 


till  the  metekant  ftliall  feel  it}  until  the  nsmw 
faeturer  sliall  feel  it ;  until  the  Pension  List  shall 
take  into  its  own  hand  the  leys  of  taxatton ;  and 
instead  of  taxing  lieense  to  sell^  shall  tax  the< 
artiele  and  manofactnre  itself;  nntil  we  shall 
lose  our  great  eommereial  resonree^  a  compara- 
tire  exemption  from  taxes^  the  gift  of  our  po« 
yerty^  and  get  an  aceumulation  of  taxes  to  be 
the  eompanioa  of  our  poverty ;  until  publie  in- 
dignation  shall  cry  shame  upon  us^  and  the  mo- 
rality of  a  serious  and  offiended  community  shall 
caU  out  for  the  interposition  of  law. 

^"^  As  a  further  defence  of  this  grievance^  it  is 
said  that  the  House  of  Commons  bave^.  from  time 
to  time^  addressed  for  pensions^  and  contributed 
to  the  incumbrance  :-*-If  those  addresses  were, 
improper^  Government  was  guilty  of  eovin,  in 
not  opposing  the  addresses  in  Parltameni;  and 
the  argument  then  proposes  an  emulation  of  re- 
eiprocal  expense^  and  the  exhortation  to  mutual 
rapiue. — ^If^  on  the  other  hand^  these  addressee 
were  proper^  the  argument  aipounts  to  this^  that 
there  are  many  necessary  charges  on  the  Pension 
List^  therefore  there  should  be  more  that  are  un- 
necessary ;  and  the  greater  the  public  charge  on 
the  revenues^  the  greater  should  be  the  misap- 
plication. In  the  same  spirit^  gentlemen  have 
relied    on    bounties,  and     the    scrambling  com- 
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inittee.  The  fact,  bowever,  is,  that  ttie  corn 
bounty  is  greatly  diminished,  and  the  scramblibg 
committee  is  extinct;  but  suppose  the  fact  to  be 
otherwise,  what  is  the  argument,  but  a  proposal 
to  parliament  to  have  the  nation  a  victim  to  jobs 
on  the  one  hand,  and  to  pensions  on  the  other. 

'^  In  defence  of  this  incumbrance  it  is  further 
advanced,  that  old  quality  should  be  supported. — 
Admitted — I  have  no  personal  dislike  to  any  in- 
dividual of  the  new  catalogue. 

^'  I  have  for  some  great  respect  and  love.  The 
first  name  did  honour  to  the  Chair,  and  is  an 
honour  to  the  Parliament  that  provides  for  him. 
As  to  old  quality,  why  not  bring  back  the  great 
Irish  offices  now  in  the  hands  of  absentees,  and 
give  old  quality  great  places  instead  of  little  pen- 
sions  ! — Again,  why  the  one  under  that  descrip- 
tion considered  so  late,  and  the  other  so  little? 
But  is  the  merit  of  four  or  live  of  this  catalogue 
the  qualification  of  nineteen,  unless  qualification, 
like  the  plague,  is  caught  by  contagion.  . 

"  Sir,  in  so  very  numerous  a  list,  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  some  meritorious  persons  should 
not  have  been  obtruded ;  and  yet  in  so  nume- 
rous a  list,  it  is  astonishing  there  should  be  ^o 
few  of  that  description.  One  pension  of  that 
description  I  well  rememj)cr:  it  suggests  to  me 
other  considerations  than  those  which  such  a  list 
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would  naturally  iqispire — ^I  mean  the  pension  to 
the  family  of  the  late  Chief  Baron. — ^I  moved 
for  that  pension ;  I  did  it  from  a  natural  and  in- 
stinctive feeling :  I  came  to  this  House  from  his 
hearse.  What  concern  first  suggested^  reason 
afterwards  confirmed.  Do  I  lament  that  pension  ? 
Tes; — because  in  it  I  lament  the  mortality  of 
noble  emulation — of  delightful  various  endow- 
ments—-and  above  all^  because  I  feel  the  absence 
of  him  who,  if  now  here^  would  have  inspired 
this  debate;  would  have  asserted  your  privileges, 
exposed  the  false  pretences  of  prerogative,  and 
have  added  one  angelic  voice  to  the  councils  of  the 
nation. 

^^  Having  considered  the  Pension  List  as  a 
grievance,  I  shall  now  trouble  you  with  some  ob- 
servations on  the  remedy,  namely,  the  Bill  which 
my  friend  proposes  on  the  spur  of  the  present 
expense,  grounding  himself  on  the  example  of 
England.  In  opposition  to  this  Bill,  some  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House  have  come  forth  in  the  rusty 
armour  of  old  prerogative,  and  have  stated  this 
attempt  to  reform  abuses  by  Bill,  as  an  invasion 
of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  Crown. — Sir,  I  ap- 
prehend  that  Parliament  may,  and  ought  to  re- 
medy abuses,  even  though  they  are  not  in  them- 
selves illegal.  On  this  principle  it  was  that  the 
Judges'  Bill  was  passed ;   on  this  principle  the 
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Habeas  Corpus  Bill  in  Ireland  was  passed ;  anil 
on  tbis  principle  many  of  the  best  laws  in  Eng- 
land have  passed.  Abuses  which  obtain  under 
colour  of  law,  are  best  rectified  in  Parliament. 

"  When   the  Commons   of    England   hid  re- 
turned   to  their  House,   from  a  decisive  answer 
given  by   Charles  I.   to  the    Petition   of  Right, 
they  began  to  consider  the  state  of  the  nUitiOn  in 
all  the  various  management  of  the  King^s  pre- 
rogative ;  a  message  was  delivered,  through  the 
Speaker,  from  the  King,  to  admonish  them  not 
to  cast    reflections  on    his   Government,     or  to 
enter  into  the  affairs  of  the  State.     Sir  Edward 
Coke   observed,  on  that    message :-— ^^  It    is  the 
business  of  this  House  to  moderate   the   King^s 
prerogative.     Nothing  which  reacheth  to  abuse, 
that  may  not  be  treated  of  here.^ This  prin- 
ciple is  particularly  applicable  to  cases  of  moUeyt 
over  which  you,  by  special  privilege,  preside  j  and 
still  more  applicable  to  cases  of  yonr  own  reve- 
nues, because  they  are  appropriated.     A  right  hon. 
member  has     contradicted   this;     he   says,     that 
however  the  new  customs  and  excise  may  be  ap- 
propriated, yet  that  the  old  customs  are  under  no 
appropriation   whatsoever ;  and   he  says   further, 
that  formerly  the  King  had  a  riglit  to  them  by 
common   law ;    and    he  states  that    they  amount 
to    200,000/.     per  annum;    hot    the   right  hon. 


109 

n^dlBbw.  is  not  wacrsiUedi  either  by  the  laws  or 
conatitptioii  of  hit  coontry^  in  the  doctrine  Avbich 
h^  imB  veataire4  to  advance. — Charles  I.  thought 
inde^d^  like  the  right  hon*  member^  that  the  King 
xvw  /entitled  to  tonnage  and  poundage  by  conmon 
law  ;  but  the  Parliament  of  England  differed  from 
bothy  and  resolved  such  levies  to  be  illegal^  and 
the  persons  whO|  thinking  like  the  member,  had 
been  concerned  therein,  to  be  delinquents. — ^Nay, 
the  old  customs  to  the  King  makes  an  exception ; 
and  the  qualifieation  of  a  grant  in  any  degree^ 
nsually  bespeaks  the  poverty  of  the  granter ;  the 
member  therefore  seems  not  to  have  adverted  suf- 
ficiently either  to  the  statute  law  or  the  conslitu- 
tion  of  his  country.  Tlie  statute  of  Charles  II. 
whi^h  grants  the  new  customs,  and  which  also 
the  member  does  not  appear  entirely  to  under- 
stand, seems  to  consolidate  the  new  and  old  cus- 
tomsj  and  appropriate  both  to  one  and  the  same 
purpose. — After  reciting  the  old  grant,  and  os- 
tablishiDg  a  common  book  of  rates,  it  says, — 
*^  And  for  the  better  guarding  and  defending  of 
the  sea^," — and  tlien  it  proceeds  to  grant  the 
new  customs :  The  words  ''  better  guarding  the 
seas,"  bespeak  the  appropriation  both  to  one  and 
the  same  purpose^  and  is  a  term  of  connection 
between  the  old  and  new  customs,  making  them 
a  common   fund   fur  the  defence  of  the  seas. — 


But  I  might  yield  all  tbis— I  miglit  maw  ikmt 
the  hereditary  irevcmie  is  not  appropTiated«^4ibat 
the  act  of  eustoms  does  not  mean  the  gaardtng 
the  seas,  nor  the  act  of  excise  the  pay  of  the 
army.  Yet  is  the  hereditary  revenue  the  estate 
of  the  nation,  of  whicb  the  flrst  magistrate  is  but 
a  trustee  for  public  purposes.  It  is  not  ttia 
private  property  of  the  King,  but  the  public 
tevcnue,  and  any  diversion  thereof  is  a  erime. 
The  great  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  impesebed 
for  snch  a  crime ;  one  article  of  his  impeachment 
ivas  the  grant  of  several  pensions  to  himself  and 
his  friends  out  of  the  revenue,  and  one  criminal 
pension  in  the  schedule,  was  a  charge  on  the  old 
customs  of  Ireland.  At  an  earlier  period  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk  was  impeached,  and  one  charge 
was  the  grant  of  pensions  to  himsMf  and  his 
friends.  At  an  earlier  period,  in  the  reigik  of 
Kichard  II.  an  Earl  of  Oxford  was  impeached 
for  grants  to  himself  and  his  friends  ;  the  crime  is 
called  interception  of  subsidy ;  whereby  the  realm 
was  left  undefended,  and  grants  like  yours  for  the 
defence  thereof,  wasted  on  individuals,  while  the 
people  were  doubly  taxed,  as  you  are,  to  mak#  up 
the  wanton  deficiency. 

^*  Thus  does  it  appear  that  in  cases  concerning 
pensions  by  prerogative,  the  Commons  have  in- 
terfered ;    though    prerogative    in    those    eases 


might  plesd  that  the  revenaes  oat  of  which  these 
grants  evose,  where  wholly  anappropriated  ;  hut  a 
pvMie  grant  appropriatee  itself  to  the  public  use ; 
and  the  Parliament  that  proceeds  either  to  punish 
or  to  control  the  diversioa  thereof,  does  not  in- 
Yade  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown^  but  exercises 
the  privilege  of  the  Oofumons,  in  guarding  the 
inheritance  of  the  nation.  In  reforming  such 
abuses,  you  may  proieeed  in  your  inquisitorial 
capacity,  as  the  greatest  invest  of  the  nation, 
by  impeachment,  or  in  your  legislative  capacity, 
by  bill  ;  the  latter  is  the  milder  method — my 
friend  adopts  it;  and  proceeds  rather  to  reform 
than  to  punish*  You  tell  him  that  we  have  sub- 
mitted to  this  grievance  for  a  long  time.  It  is 
true;  but  a  course  of  toleration  and  impunity, 
neither  constitute  innocence,  nor  draws  out  the 
sting  of  a  grievance ;  it  is  true,  you  have  sub- 
mitted to  this  grievance  for  a  long  time.  Hence 
the  many  erroneous  arguments  of  Ibis  night. 
The  public  inheritance  has  been  so  diverted  to 
private  purposes,  by  a  series  of  Ministers,  that 
we  have  forgotten  the  proprietor  in  the  misappli. 
cation  of  the  property,  and  talk  of  the  estate,  as 
of  the  private  patrimony  of  the  King — Hence 
these  prerogatives  of  rapine !  these  rights  of 
plunder  !  the  authority  of  the  King,  to  be 
robbed    by  his    own  servants  of    the    common 
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stock  ! — Hence  it  is,  that  gentlemeii  have  set*  op 
the  shadow  of  pterogathre  as  a  cankinel  to  public 
robbery. 

<^  Wbeii  gentlemeH  <;al1  this  BiU  an  attack  on 
the  prerogative  of  the  Grown,  they  are  answered 
by  tiie  principles  of  the  Gonstitotion ;   bat  they 
are  also  answered  by  a  precedent  of  the  most  de- 
cisive nature;   and   that    precedent  is  this   vety 
Bill,  which  is  now  the  law  of  England.    By  the 
law  of  England  no  pensioner  for  years,  qr  dmiag 
pleasure,    can   sit    in    Parliament;    and  by   the 
law  of  England  the  amount  of  pensions  is  United. 
The  first  law   passed  at   the  time  of  the   Revolu- 
tion, and  was  improved  in  the  reign  of   ^ueen 
Anne.    The  latter  passed    in   178S,    with     the 
entire   concurrence   of    these   very   persons    whd 
now  constitute  this  Administration;  and  yet  the 
argument    of     prerogative     would     have    been 
stronger  in  England,  beeaase  there  a    civil  list 
bad    been  granted  to  the  King,   and  the  subse- 
quent limitation   of  pensions  on  that  list  seemed 
a  revocation   of  the  powers  of  the   gruait.      On 
what  authority  then,  or  pretence,  do    gentlemen 
call  a  measure  which  they  supported  as  necessary 
for  England,  an   invasion    of    the  rights  of  the 
Crown,  when  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland? 
What  pretence  have  they  for  such  partial  doc- 


trine  t>f  aneqiial  mtiarare?  As  if  that  wm  ib- 
fringement  in  Irelaiidy  which  in  finglaiid  was 
constitution;  or^  as  if  what  was  moderation  in 
tiie  people  of  England^  weidd  be  in  those  of 
Iraland  arrogance  and  presumption. 

^^This  leads  me  to  another  objection  on  which 
gentlemen  much  relied,  that  this  Bill  is  an  in* 
noTation-*-a  new  constitotion ;  to  admit  the 
undae  influence  of  the  Grown  in  parliament^  and 
to  control  the  excess  of  expense— ^an  innovation  ! 
It  is  an  encroachment  most  certainly^  an  en- 
croaekmeht  on  corruption,  an  invasion  on  the 
ancient  privileges  of  venality;  it  is  the  old  con- 
stitutton  encroaching  and  innovating  on  long 
esiaiblished  dishonest  practices  and  accumulating 
expenses.  All  these  expenses  and  practices  it 
seems  we  have  already  sanctified;  we  voted,  the 
other  night,  that  neither  in  their  excess  or  appli- 
cation  were  they  a  grievance.  Sir,  I  will  not 
presume  to  censure  a  vote  of  this  House,  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  explain  that  vote ;  we  could 
not  mean  by  that  vole,  that  the  present  Pension 
List  was  no  grievance,  for  there  was  no  man  in 
debate  hardy  enough  to  make  such  an  assertion ; 
no  man  considers  what  that  Pension  List  is  ;  it 
is  the  prodigality,  jobbiug,  misapplication,  and 
eoiraption  of  every  Irish  Minister  since  1727- — 
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To  say  that  such  a  Lbt  was  not,  lather  in  itm 
excess  or  application^  a  grievance^  was  to  declare 
that  since  that  period  (that  is  Hbove  half  a 
century)  all  yonr  Ministers  were  immacnlate^  or 
rather^  indeed,  that  God  had  governed  you 
himself^  and  had  never  sent  yon  a  Minister  iu 
his  anger. 

^'  I  declare  I  could  not  affirm  the  innocence 
of  the  List^  because  I  should  be  guilty  of  affirming 
what  I  conceive  to  be  false.  Do  gentlemen  think 
otherwise? — Let  them  take  their  catalogue  in 
one  hand,  and  place  on  their  heart  the  other  ; 
let  them  look  this  nation  in  the  face^  and  in  that 
posture  declare  that  the  present  Irish  Pension  List 
is  not,  either  in  its  excess  or  application,  a  griev. 
ance  !  They  could  not  do  it ;  they  have  voted 
what  they  would  not  say.  I  dissented  from 
thejr  vote,  but  I  went  along  with  their  conviction. 


let 

JTAVISATIOir  ACT. 


On  fte  Sfh  of  Marcl,  i7&t,  Mr.  Grattaii 
desired  to  be  infomed  what  wa«  meant  by  a  Bilt^ 
for  which  leave  had  been  given  the  S8d  of  last 
February,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Bill  for  the  im- 
provemcnt  of  Navigation,"  and  whether  that  Bill 
was  to  go  fkrthet  than  the  registry  of  ships .--^ 
The  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Fitzgibbon)  replied, 
that  fhe  intent  was  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill^ 
declaratory  of  its  being  in  force  in  this  kingdom. 
"  Then,^^  said  Mr.  Grattan--^^  1  ftnd  this  Bill  ii 
to  enact  the  Navigation  Law,  a  htw  of  greatest 
anxiety  to  the  British  Minister,  a  law  intended 
to  confer  equal  benefits  and  impose  equal  re* 
straints,  but  so  considered  by  Britain,  as  ta 
confer  benefits  en  herself  and  exclude  Ireland* 
This  was  a  principle  of  the  Propositions,  and  a 
very  old  complaint^— England  sent  plantation 
goods  to  Ireland,  and  refused  to  receive  them 
from  us,  under  colour  and  construction  of  one 
and  the  same  law — ^the  act  of  Navigation^ — 
This  law,  it  seems  now,  gentlemen  begin  to  sus- 
pect  is  not  valid  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  now  pro- 
posed  by  tliem  to  be  enacted  here,  subject  to  the 

c  9 


ilO 

hostile  wnstraetioii ;  and  it  ui  to  be  bMOghtvtty 
en  Wedaesday,  U>  be-  faased^  I  ra^^M^  with  Ifcr 
usual  Mfpedition.^^ 

Od  the  Mth  Mareh,  the  Attorney-Oeaenl?* 
new  Bill  WAS  debated  i  oa  which  oeeaflion^  Jfr# 
Gmttaa  moved  an  ameadaieet,  which,  ii^,  his 
opiniooi  went  completely  and  effectaally  U>  .*ptaa* 
Tent  any  futire  misconitraetiQii  of  the  Na<i£a- 
tioQ  Act>  whose  original  priaeiple  And  object. was 
equality  of  advantage  to  eyery  part  of  the  Britiah 
eaipire. — ^This  celebrated  act  (which  Blkokatone 
describes  as  the  most  beneficial  statate  for  .Ibe 
trade  and  commerce  of  England)  was  trst  framed 
In  the  year  of  Cromwell,  1600^  with  a  nanow 
partial  view-«*-being  intended  to  mortify  oar 
Bugar  Islands^  which  were  disaffected  to  the  Par^ 
Iffament^  mid  attU  held  out  for  Charles  tho  2d,  bj 
stopping  the  gainful  trades  which  they  then  car- 
ried  on  with  the  Dutch ;  and,  at  the  dame  time, 
to  clip  tiM  wmgs  of  those  oor  opnltnt  sad  an* 
piring  neighbours—- ihis  act  prohibited  all  sbipa 
of  foreign  natioos  from  trading  witii  any  Bngliah 
"pAantatiOBs,  without  Itoenae  from  the  Council  of 
State. — In  Iftdl^  the  prohibition  was  extended 
aise  to  the  nioUief  country,  and  no  goods  were 
to  be  snihred  to  be  importcsd  into  England,  or 
any  of  its  dependencies,  in  any  other  than  Eng. 
Ush  bottoms,  or  in  the  ships  of  that.  European 
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wKtkm^  <6f  whi«h  the  nevehuriize  mpffrted  ww 
tlvB  gMi^e^  ^M¥rth  ^  mntmkximB ;  at  tM  res- 
ioratioo^  the  former  provimons  were  eoitttiNiedy  by 
bUHMb  *8  oTOIiftiples  tile  BA^  e.  18^  witir  this  very 
mifteml  inpr<Hmuent^  that  tfte' matter  and  three- 
feorthfl  of  the  maritters  shall  also'  be  Bng^iA 
sibjeetB. . 

This  Act  of  Navlgati0&9  eo  justly  cenndered 
'hyBsgliihiiieft  as  the  great  eaose  of  their  ooni- 
mereial  aseendieittey  orer  the  rest  of  mankind,  or 
as  Shr  Joseph  Ghild  describes  H,-^«<The  Chaita 
BftirMima  of  Bng1and;^-^the  ereatcnr  and  preserver 
«f  that  Kavy,  which  rides  tilomphattt  e«^er 
every  sea,  and  dictates  British  law  in  flie  re- 
motest corners  of  ^e  j^Ibbe,  had  «ot  yet  become 
the  law  of  Ipelaifd.->^TIie  jealousy  which  origi- 
nally dietttted  this  celebrated  Act  against  the 
enemies  of  Bngland,  was  dveeted  against  Ins- 
hmi  with  the  eame  eelfiiih  ^irit;  ami  the  ea- 
•lighiened  eonsideratioa  of  exteniiBg  to  the  lat- 
^r^  aU  the  advantages  wlueh  flowed  from  this 
nnprecedested  monopoly  to  Biglaad,  sever  oc- 
earred  to  those  Ministers,  whose  olyeet  sIioqM 
have  been  a  commnnity  of  interest  and  a  free 
interchange  of  benefit  with  every  part  «f  the 
Brittrii  Bmpire.--Thi8  Act  of  Kavigation  was  a 
law  of  policy  and  power,  Mtber  thaa  of  ooas- 
meiee;<--«  marlkl    policy    was    the   ejbfect   eif 
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those  who  s^vift  birth  toil ;  and  M  appMivtfy  faan 
an  hiBpoetion  of  ttw  a^rt,  that  ite  fanatw  iaton fcd 
ils  opemtioa  thoald  be  general'  throaglMat  Ifae 
Britkh  Brnpire.  The  bread  aad'eirpaiidad  wvia  of 
Oromnrtil  were  defeated  by  ihO'  aanmw  mi  otm^ 
ieaiptible  cnnoing  of  cofameMial  avarice  i-^for 
though  the  Act  of  the  ISth  oF  Charles  U. 
which  is  called  the  Adfc  of  NavigatioD^  teeog- 
ttizes  the  principle  of  nniversal  operatido  throuf^ 
out  the  ISrapire^  yet,  in  three  years  after  that  period, 
^e  miserable  policy  of  Bngli^d  converted  it 
into  a  law  of  eummercial  restrfciton,  by  forbM- 
ing  the  direct  import  of  the  colony  trade  with 
Ireland. 

Tbas,  the  liberal  constmctitfn,  which^  from  the 
words  of  the  Act,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  enacted,  underwent  v«rioas  altera- 
tions in  many  subsequent  statutes.  By  the 
Navigation  Act — ^plantation  goods  were  ex^rt- 
aUe  only  from  the  plantations  to  ^Ea^ad, 
Ireland,  Wales,  and  Berwick;  but  by  a  a6imb 
of  succeedi«g  laws,  (the  ISth  and  asd  of 
Charles  ll,--tbe  7th  and  8th  of  William,  and 
4th  of  Oeorge  II.)  all  plantation  goodit  weA 
prohibited  to  be  landed,  from  the  -plaatstfons  in 
Ireland,  except  a  few  a^tieles,  whieh  escaped  the 
eanmeration  in  the  Act  of  George  II.-«-*TiMm 
aounteracting  the  original  comprehensive 
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Umtil^  Amimt If ftviBiiti0ii^--To fini  ao  end  io 
tte.poifliMify  <of  wf'  MuTt  aMscMMtnietiiiii  of 
ibis  fanimM  slatate,  wbich  Irel&ad  wm  about  to 
adopt  as  the  law  of  .the  lan4^  Mr.  Gr&ttan  proposed 
the  IbUowiiig  aroendiaant^  which  goes  to  secui!^ 
an  ibt^  beaefits^  dhe  aot^  on  the  principle  of  Irish 
oqaaHty. 

*^  And  whereas  it  is  the  meaBiag  aad  intention 
ef  ^Ihe  eaid  Aet,  paesad  in  Sngland,  in  the  12th 
ef  tEiag  Oharies  IL  to  impose  the  game  re- 
•MiMtey  aad  eanfet  equal  ban^ks^  on  his  Ma- 
jeii^e  sAfoets  w  SngUnd  and  in  Ireland,  and 
that  lieth  kingdoma  ahail  be  afieoted  in  the  same 
manner.'' 

To  this  aaiendnient  it  was  otijected  by  Miais- 
tes9,4kaitl|e  «4  of  Charles  IL  the  liberality  of 
which  was  so  mach  relied  npon  by  Mr.  Grattaa, 
had  no  referwiee  whatever  to  the  transportation 
of  CMkn^l  gooils  between  England  and  Ireland  ; 
-^-^at  the  ^ict  of  Custemsy  wbich  was  in  force 
more  tkan  a  century,  regulated  the  trade — that 
it  was  iapossible  to  force  England  to  adopt  a 
censtnietion  of  the  Navigation  Act,  different 
freai  that  wlach  we  had  hitherto  obtained; — 
that  the  Aet,  as  it  stood,  without  the  amend- 
ment, was  a  soarce  9i  infinite  advantage  to  Ire- 
land ;*^t  gave  to  the  latter  a  monopoly  io  favour 
^  her  sliippittg  f*^it  gjave  her  admisaion  into  the 
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English  ports^  ob  the  wme  tenw  m  tte  BngHih 
tbemMlvefl—it  gave  her  the  proteetien  of  the  Btit. 

ish  Navy. 


To  these  objecaoM,  Mr.  GBATTAN  lepUed, 
with  his  accustomed  foree  of  argumeniy  end  bril- 
liaucy  of  lUostratieii : 

^(  Sir-^From  the  thi&  and  unfiieqaibDted  state 
of  these  beaches^  one  wouM  iiatoially  expeet  ae 
business  of  moment  The  Navigation  Aet^  now 
under  your  consideration^  has  heen^  from  the  eatli- 
est  time^  an  object  to  Gcsat.Bntain'}  for  Ahis  aha 
has  incurred  the  jeakiosy  of  nations ;  to  Ifaia  she 
attributes  the  growth  of  her  marine— the  donuaioB 
of  the  sea ;  and  she  has  called  it^  emphalkallyi  a 
Great  Sea  Charter. 

<<  But  this  Aety  dear  as  it  was  to  heri  has  been.in 
its  operation  as  cruel  to  you ; — hardly  had  tike  Aet 
passed^  when  you  were  inhibited,  by  one  law, 
from  sending  European  goods  to  the  Plantatians. 
By  another  law,  your  name  was  stricken  md  of 
the  bond,  and  the  Plantations  were  inhibited 
from  sending  their  articles  to  Ireland ;— <and, 
tnalty,  by  another  law,  you  were  inluilMted  from 
sending  Plantation  goods  to  Great  Britain  $  while 
England,  who  drew  up  your  Act  of. Customs, 
(for  the  Act  of  Customs,  though  the  meaanre 
of  the  Irish  Parliament,  was  drawn  up  in  Bug- 
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land)'  ibveed-  herself  mto  your  market  by  a 
elat|se<iii  that  Aek  Here  has  been  the  conetme- 
tion  or  operation  of  the  Navigation  Act;  a  con* 
stnietion  of  monopoly  and  contradiction;  a  ty- 
ranny of  power  over  the  rules  of  reason ;  an 
^rafton  of  injustice,  the  result  of  which  was^ 
that  Ireland  was  turned  out  of  every  market  in 
the  King's  dominions,  her  own  not  excepted  ; 
while  Bugland  construed  herself  into  the  Irish 
UHiYiset,  by  an  authority  derived  from  the  ex- 
planation of  one  and  the  same  act,  by  the  in-- 
terpretation  of  which  yon  were  excluded*  Tims 
yon  stood^  or  nearly  thus,  until  the  settlement 
nf  1?7V ;  here  flie  two  nations  came  to  an  ho- 
norable  explanation,  in  which  the  characters  of 
both  Vfete  raised,  and  in  which,  coupled  with 
the  settlement  of  iT^tf  their  animosities  were 
buried  for  ever;  but  in  the  settlement  of  1779, 
we  did  not  comprehend  the  channel  trade,  or  the. 
trade  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  anil  Ire- 
land,  ihat  stood  on  its  anctent  base,  which  was 
iu  equality;  here  the  dregs  of  the  provincial  sys* 
tern  remained  not  yet  purged  off;  you  took  the 
manufacture  of  England,  and  the  Plantation 
goods  re-exported  from  England,  and  England 
refused  to  take  either  from  Ireland — She  got  the 
raw  article  from  you,  and  you  take  the  manufac- 
ture from  faer.-^It  was   aS  condition  that  required 


ftrrangemeai^  but  was  not  a  conditite  (ebnaher- 
iDg  the  great  ami  recent  ae^uisitioilB  of  tiAi  conn- 
trj)  that  sliouU  have  called  Ibrth  the  rerj  gmil 
turbulence  and  impatience  which  attended  thb  iil^ 
aospiciou  discussion  of  tlie  unhappy  qmestioa*— ' 
Protecting   Bntics  \    to    which    tiK   abo¥«  eoa- 
dliion    had     given    Urth — ^Proteetiiig   DatiK  ! — 
a  qnestion  whether  we  shbnld  ttim  a  YtM  iftmhar 
of  articles  of  tlie   English    manufheklres  oat  of 
the  Irish   market^    a    qoestbn    taken  -  op  ao  iai- 
properly,   so  furiously  agitated^   and  so   sosjpki^ 
•nsly  deserted.      The  madne^  of  the  fimee  IWgtat^ 
ened  the  English  nnchy  but  frightenedrevefy  ra- 
tional   man  in  Ireland  much   more,   and   did  at 
last  damn  tha  pretensions  of  those  maiafaotoMva 
who  had  just  force  enough  to  give  birth  to  ftii.ar«^ 
range  ment^  of  which  Protecting  Dalies  not  Qn\f 
did  not  make  a  part,  but  in  which  nn  ex|ire«s  sti- 
pulation against  them  made  a  prinei^l  yaat.-   The 
equality  of  the  re-export    trade    made    anoihei 
part.     This  was  the  system  ef  reciprecitgry  but 
the  manufacturers  of  England  trembled    at    it) 
they  had  got  your  market  already,  they,   there* 
fore,   were   not  to  gain  any  thing  by, the  expe- 
riment, and  they  wfere,  therefore,  left  free  to  in- 
dulge in   the  latitude  of    their  ancient  ieara  and 
airy     speculations.     They    contemplated  the  low 
price  of  labour  and  of  provisions  in  Ireland ; — 
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ilMf  Adiilipk .Hm^  sjmplnmB  nf  pimify  far  iheiaedf 
of  weAltl^  f-^4n  ymir  MggpdneM  thtgr  snir  ricbes  id 
cUs^bIm  ;  and  lii  destituticffi  itself^  tbeg^  £scoYered 
a  lAfwerfU  fbal  i*  ttie  o^talj  credit  ud  comHievee 
ol0t«at  Britain. 

o  Whilat  your  ^raMiaioDa  wer*  thu»  oppiiaed 
bgr  ammi  ^  tke  BagjKak  manufadturejra^  jaaloui 
of  ym»  poverfy^  tbey  w«re  alto  e^mbatod  by 
aaothfic  pafty^  jeAloQs  of  yma  Mberiy.    The  rem- 
iiflttt  of  liocd  North's  Ministey^  who  had  sap* 
^oHod  the  Mioiater  in  tba  faxy  of  the  American 
iaes8tms>  but  had  coadenuied  hia  decline^  and 
saw  the  mmient  when  a  great  taan  loses  his  vir- 
tMi,  that  101-  when  he  loaes  his  power"*-4bat  rem- 
nam  who  had  bai  om  idea  with  respeet  to  Great 
Arilaln^   Ireland^  and  Ameriea-«-^oereion-^*^oer- 
cion !  FMm  that  quarter^  the  fonrth  Proposition^ 
if  I  nm  well  informed^ .  and  some  of  the  other 
Ptopositteos^    the    reenlt    of  a  narrow  mind^  a 
sordid  drenmspectieaa^  and  a  jealonsy  of  the  do- 
minating genius  of  an  individaal^  and  of  the  Uber- 
ti«8  of  a  nation,  originated.    Thos  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
syttem  of  reciproeify  el^gad  with  a  system  of 
coercion,  and  thus  fell  the  adjustment ;  and  since 
that  time  we  have  no  question  in  the  least  con- 
Beeted  with  it>  iHitil  a  doubt  has  been  enter-, 
Utned  of  the  validity  of  the  Act  of  Navigation. 
That   doubt  rests  on  two  points;    one  is,    the 
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iBfinnuir  rad  naamir  rale  111;  tike  A4;  ^tiQa^liffgm, 
wbicb  enacia  nothingy  apQak3  only,  to  t)^  jJiftweT 
oflfteen  itf  t^e  revenue^  and  Athfec  ioiU««itea  a 
falM  opinira  of  the  validitj^  of  tke  ^etof  $^am- 
gation  in  Ireland^  by  the  authority  of  the  JBrjtiB^ 
FarIiaiB«ffit|  rather  than  a  legudative  caoiiaation 
dP  tbe  law.  Let  the  karned  deeide-«^]iriJ|iiiaw 
there  are  seme  meet  eminent  laiv;yemt  whp.do  not 
think  that  rule  tufficient  to  establish  the  iuoi.  mf 
Navigation  in  point  of  law ;— 4n  point  of  confine 
mity  it  has  not  been  disptted.  The  other  gieond 
of  doubt  is  Mr.  Telvertba'a  Biil;  tbe  clanaein 
this  Bill  is  equality ;  it  ennets  sbeh  eoniMmial 
and  navigation  laws^  as  iupwt  to  eoBfier.thc 
same  benefits^  and  impose  the  same  xestrictiMs. 
Had  the  Navigation  Acl  been  uAaltered,  had  it 
not  been  perverted  from  its  origiiial  purpose^  it 
would  have  been  established  by  Mr..Yelve«ton's 
bill ;  but  its^  inequality  of  operation  stood  in  the 
way  of  its  eonifomation*  Thus,  the  doubt  of  the 
validity  of  the  Act  of  Navi^tba  arote ;  the  nar- 
rowness of  the  rule,  and  the  benent  latitude,  of 
the  -Bill.  In  these  cirenmstanees  a  Bill  ia-intro- 
dueed,  to  ertablish  in  thi»  country  the  Aet  of  Na- 
vigation.  I  was  not  under  error  in  «ny  dfg^e 
whate%'er  with  respect  to  the  measure.  I  atated 
it  to  be  the  establishinent  of  the  Aet  of  Navi- 
gation ;  it  is  so.    It  has  been  called  a  Bill  for  the 
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(ratfle  of^Irtltod;  it  is  not  so.    If  has -been  repre- 
rented  aft  a  boon  from  Bngland ;  it  is  not  so. 

^  Tfaii  Act  of  Navlgatioti  is  an  'act  of  empire^ 
not'of  eotnmerce;  Gromwell  was  no  merebanty 
bis  mind  was  compass,  power,  and  empire. — The 
Navigation  Act  is  a  restrietion  on  commerce  in 
tbe  beneftt  of  sbippfcng-^a  restm^on  on  the  sain 
of  thiiigs  iaiported  amd  SKpoHad  "^eoiitoins  tbb 
sale  and  pureliase  to  vessels  and  polta  of  a 
certain  deseiiption»  The  compensation  Great 
Briflain  reeeiVeft,  is  in  tiie  tarrykig  trade ;  and  a 
doubt  has.  arisen,  wlietlwr  the  benefits  she  re- 
seines  from  that  trade,  compettsate  for  the  re- 
straini'  she  imposes  on  the  sale  of  the  coihmodity  ; 
hnt  as  to  Iceland,  there  can  be  no  denbt  at  aU. 
The  Act  of  Navigation  is  ckatly  a  restrietion 
withont  the  eompensatioa.  Tonr  trade  does  not 
reccSve' benefit  from  the  alien  dnty*  The  Ast  is 
a  elog  on  yonr  plantation  and  a  clog  on  your 
Baropean  trade.— l>oe8  yonr  toads,  receive  beaeAt 
by  being  conflmdf  to  vessels  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion, or  a  certain  port?  Yon  inenr  the  restraint 
en  the  sale,  but  yon  do  not  ^t  oompensatioo : 
See  yonr  tonnage  of  i7M:  BngUsh  in  tbe  Irish 
trade  800,000;  Irish  71^000;  thus  tbe  Act.  of 
NaHgation  is  a  vestiSctton  on  commerce  for  ship- 
ping ;  %  restriction  on  Irish  commerce  for  British 
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grant  to  EliglMd. 

^^I^  not  hBtftate  to  mftko  ^«t  griBtj  «iw^ 
I  nqoire  to  be  udioited  to  liake  4lHit  grttoi^ky'  m 
mi^estioiiy  that  an  not  of  resttietaon  ott  ttttr  aooi- 
meree  is  ftr  the  f>M6tt  cf  oar  trade.  I  iLawW^ie 
noat  make  some  flaeriftees^  hi  some  taMntMa^^iD 
ttie  genetal  eanse.  I  knoir  tiurea  are  Ml  'Mi»* 
mercial  benellta  any  more  than  Aita  of  19#r%a- 
tion^  but  they  are  necessary^  and'  fberefhre'  I  '>io 
not  hesitate  to  conform  to  .the  Brttith  aofc;  'An- 
amogouly,  in  order  to  Warrant  that  contonaHjpv 
that  the  conditions  of  the  aet  may  be  «ftolMil|f 
equal.  As  Irish  conformity  is  neeeasary  td  flm 
Btitiah  ^mpfare^  so  is  Irish  eqnidity  necoisftrf'to 
olitain  that  conformity,  that  is^  the  ti^  inauc4plft 
that  comecta;  it  ia  the  breath  that  lifis^  and  il  is 
the  S|^i  that  moves^  and  the  aodl  dmt  aetnttfaw ; 
without  it  all  is  eeceBtrieity*-^with  it  the  tsra 
nations  gravitate  to  a  comaMNi  centre/  amd  MSL 
their  stated  revokitions  in  the  imperial  orbits  by 
rnles^  regular  aa  the  laws  of  moiaon^  like  tham 
infallible^  and  like  Uiem  eYeriasHkig !  Nor  4a 
yen  here  demaad  an  equality  ef  which  yon. sm 
not  a  purchaser;  yon  purchased  tiie  ri^  to 
eqoal  admiaritm^  or  equal  exdnsion^  nnder  thie 
Act,  by  a  long  conformiiy  to  ita  vcalrictiott ;  yon 
have  given  to  Ghreat  Brilahi^  ibr  that  equality, 


AM 

m  pteatetioii  gnocki^sao^QOO  tooMg^-HBor  ilo 
yMriii  Cibit  4e9m  e^wJi  miifuUM^gm*  You  4o  not 
4wi^  4ie  Britiaii  warkot^ bni  ym  mi^  t^hai^e 
tha  «pecHbh(i(ui  luf  ^be  British  market  for  Uie 
ehaoeot  «f  yQ«t  ^wn i  it  k.n^  AMtber  imui^s  MtMa. 
yea  dwpW)  liat  a  amall  ehaopel  thrwgti  yaiiyr 
Miglibwr^a  laa4^  thuit  ypa  may  pater  y€#r  own, 
)p4tii0et  tlM  faav  o£  inuiidatioB^  The  Epgliab  imc^ 
not  CrQmble';..tbair  estiUes  ia  the  plaiitationa  art^« 
dud  to)  ratdw  tke  prpdooe  la  Great  Britain  wi^l 
wit  hm9k  tlNMie  actMA^.  .  Cork  vfiW  aet.  be  the 
aNipOTiiBii  of  tbe  eaipve,  OM  Eii^Uad  wiH 
ftinaiii  «A.  tha-  head  of  tbiaga.— «We  ealy  aapire 
th«fci<he  JJMlo  bark  of  this  island  nay. attejifbiJit 
iail*r"-^niiie  the  triiipiphy  wA  (mrcbaoea  par- 
tutto  60IM  ¥i(israiit  taaatb  of  aU  those  trade* wiadfi 
IhiA  waft  tha^Jibitiah  empitfe  along  the  tide  of  cmb^ 
aiteae* 

^<  Tlia  efiiality  we  aak,  ia  not  only  the  birth 
of  9w  Gondition — U  is  the  dietateof  our  iawa*- 
Sea  tho  Act  #f  178i(-rtbe  aa»be  benaite  aad  the 
same  itstraiito — a  ptinoiple  very  iaadeqaato,  if 
afptted^  aa  the  nile  wherd>y  to  meaanre  laws  not 
yet  in  exktaaeei  very  infirm  groimd  wheaeon  t^ 
l^ndga  the  faith  ef.  Farliainent  to  fatiure  adoptiiHif 
bnt  nwiasary  lor  yoor  conformity  to  any  ^gUtk 
a^t  abeady  in  existenea-^a  principle  of  equality 


im 

is  tliiis  registered  in  yo«r  0Wn  «ktt«ite»;  -^Vkt 
eHnts  who  i<^titioMd  were  tlieMfare'MiAenAB; 
they  «re  -nen  wspeetftbto  «8  meriiliantey  Mfttim 
of einse^  and  Menof  pvoUty^^they  did Bot^wke 
you  to  rofieal  the  Navigatloa  Act,^  b«t  iiiqr  dM 
de^e  that  yoa  woold  not're-esaet  k;  tifal  ywi 
would  wDtgive  any  new  eaMtionor  aatkorfty '4o. 
ihe  Aeitj  without  establiahisg  and  seciiiiog  ^ila 
beneftts.  They  spok^  like  freemen  the  raggeo* 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  demanded  Abeir  rigbt-^ 
equity,  effectual  equity.  They  spdke>a-.pi4aidple 
admitted  e^en  by  the  two  Houses  of  tb6  BntMh 
Ihirliament  at  a  time  tfot  very  •  favourable  to'  yoor 
liberty — the  time  of  the-  PropoaitioBe.  The 
fooflfa  Pmpositioo,  iaadmisstble  as  it  was,  did  nsk 
presume  to  ask  of  you  to  adopt  Engtish  laws^f 
Shipping  aud  NavigalioB,  on  a  prlnei^* 'other 
than  that  of  equality.  That  Piroposition^  wao  idle 
enough  to  expect  that  you  should  pledge  yoor 
faith  to  a  future  eonforraity-  to  future  BngHsh 
Acts — but  equality  oven  Mere  was  admitted — 
even  by  that  oppressive  narrow  Proposition — 
therefore  I  think  I  have  proved,  that  in  ttMd  Aet 
under  your  consideration  you  hav«  a  right  to 
demand  equality,  and  I  ask  wliether  the  clause, 
sufficiently  secures  it  ?  The  clause  redtes  the 
rule,  and  then  enacts,  and  explains  nothing-^fo- 
cites  no  principle,  secures  no  prbioiple,   removes 


na  dMlik^  it  teVet-yM  r  TmUkf  ncA  mkCfpnU'^ 
UwmnJity;:  oifMlMf  of  Hkv^  Kat  nut  e^uaUty 
(rf  icoMtoMtiMw  Id  MpiMNrt  of  a  d«aM  so  eir- 
iMmirtaiiM^^  two  piiMipal  a:i|;«Bieiite  havo  IbeeD 
MMimA;  om,  tfaiitWAet  of  Navigftiioa  b  i*o 
iMT  ilrwdss  mhA  tbo  oMwf  that  it  is  Mi  Ab-Ao. 
iketfifsty  if  tko  iv4iqIs  of  tho  aTgament  rested* 
berevtlie  argattftBUt  Md  the  bill  imqM  be  easHy 
iUfi|>Mod  0f.~-'Tis  trae^  the  Aeft  of  Navigatieft 
has  been  oompUed  with  $  (be  morebants^  coiMiis- 
sieoerfir^  aiid  peo|4e,  bave  obeyed  it;  the  donbt 
nmsiarise  sosAewheve  out. of  this  eooAtry,  md  if 
out  of  this  coootryy  in  some  qoarter  appertaining 
to  the  British  Cmirt  j^it;  is  tfaereforo  a  ProposilaoR 
ftom.  the.  British  Coast  to  the  Irish  luitioir. 
WbsB  we.  are  employed  in  diseossiag  this  Propo- 
sUiOQy  Mtd  in  removing  the  doubt  tlie  Conrt  of 
BsitMo  may  entertain*  abont  the  eustcnoe  of  ther 
Aet  of  Navigation^  have  we  fo^otten  that  tberet 
does  not  exist  a  moeh  more  respeotaJble  aad  more 
interesting  doubt  abont  its  eonstroction ;  and  shall 
we.  patii^:  the  Court  by  settling  the  one  point, 
and  not  gcatify,  serve,  and  seetire  the  people^  by 
setQing  And  secnriag  the  other  ? 

^^Tho  other  argnment,  that  tells  you  the  Na- 
vigation Act  is  not  the  law;  desires  you  with;  all 
s0eed  to  establish  i(^  iu  order  to  secure  your 
plantation  trade.      But  has  any  court  of  justiee 


i»pra«MI  the   iMfcMij^oi  «%  JmMi 
ehauit  itiftpiitBi  .«  2  .alfty 

of   «Favi9i<iM    jmr    trIiUi    obtffiMilkfiMVIMIk^ 
wien  we  ^oit^tlie  planUfiaaini^  4iisiefcm  M^ 

the  N&'vigelim.  Aei  m  emikmtkAw$  tlw  ^WRfi 
tatMQinde  iBceBfttted  to  Ike  BHftbb  .pl^puM^ 
and  the  NaMigatiea :  Aiot  ta  fio^etKttiMire  wiAh  Hkt^ 
wecld;  there  is  iheseStire  e  ^g^o^mrfiiaeL  emwriii 
the  acgMii^Biftt^  raf^sipg  it.  te-  httre  enyJEppH)^ 
tioa  in  the  fKt;«~bot  to  pui  tUb  d^CyyicftNfjtfl. 
ieaiifi*^!  atk.  the  right  hoiwahle  .  gMtleiii^ii  o» 
the  otiier  aide^  have  they  any  antimnty  it^fk^Ji^ 
Bittiib  Mkinkv^  io  tell  Irelwd  thai  Antes* ^itif. 
shall  re-enaet  the  Nayigation  law,  ]^DglMi4^frilll 
reiieal  the  setAeaent  ef  1780?  I  ^ait  ler  Wh 
answer — there  ie ne sneh  thing.  «. . t «;  , 

^^  The  plaatatifsn  trade  is  eat  of  the  qafsi^ftti 
I  eengratalate  yoii^  your  minds  are  at  6^%  tlittt 
fear  is  idle«  But  if  you  were  to  examine  il$0 
value  of  that  trade,  with  the  loss  of  whieb  jmk 
are  threatened,  perhaps  you  would  find  that  ib  » 
not  inestisMihle.  I  allow  it  is  of  seme  vfiloe ;  I 
do  not  wish  to  depreciate  the  grants  of  SngUqdf 
you  do  import  directly  and  you  do  export  dimetljr 
something,  but  not  in  any  very  great  quantity. 


Bigliiidt^  wln«^  bdm  -of  «olloft  sunaAietenw 
wmImi  imM|IMMPa:li»ra  jon  expelled  direetl(;f 
to ttfc: pkHitettMe?  Bim  we  ia&ts^tm  ivkel  we 
hftVe  kettrd^ctAtlie  selj^t  »ef  ike  PiNipoeiiii»% 
thftt' o«r  iilMUIiim  tnde  did  not  depeMloii  ihe 
Aet  of  NftTigetieo^  tait  en  ^e  ierae  ef  the  Meettd 
mellBet^  Hiat  is^  oft  the  eqaal  opentioii  eC  the 
Nati^enAety  of  the  Act  before  you?  Ithoa^ 
geatteBeii  wen^  too  &r  -wkea  they  tailed  dowa 
the  plaatatimi  triide,  uit^wefe  Bothiog  wittNMt 
the*  nMket  of  Begland^  wittioiit  this  poittt  of 
eoutntifson  or  operatton;  bat  I  ani' astonihhed 
that  they  now  urge  the  plantation  tnide  air  an 
argOtt^it*fer  adopting  the  Aet  of  Navigation^ 
wMnoai  'taking  the  precaatton  of  aeeurlng  that 
•qnatity  onder  the  Aet^  without  whieh  the  plan- 
tation trade^*  ih  their  opinion^  la  inoperative.  One 
gentleman  eays  it  is  law^  anotiier  it  is  not  law ; 
bat  both  'agrbe  to  prepossess  your  judgment,  by 
exeiting  a  false  indiUbrenee  or  a  false  panic. 
There  is  another  argument  that  comes 'in  aid  of 
these^  whieh  telte  ydii,  it  is  of  no  consequence 
whether  the  Navigation  Act  is  or  is  net  law; 
beeaose  the  inequality  arises  from  two  out* 
standing  Acts  of  Parliamrnii;  one  the  Att  of 
Cestoms  in  *  Ireland^  wluih  admits  British  plan- 
tatieh  goods;  the  other  the  Act  of  the  twelfth 


a  GMrgt  m.  te  SMgteid^  wHMh  prtfcibHiileir 

▼i«M  T^ii  t#  a4«|^t  <k6  Ael  of  NltvijbiiiM,  bMMM 
there  are  tiro  otlier  Aeli  of  ^MttMioilfc  wtl«h 
4iipri^*  ym  of  As  WniMiv  !B«fbni  ytmpLBmihA 
ekuiM  iMiMr  eomidemtioD^  imoMmI  tlMlilrw  teM 
Mt  Tvry  indirectly  fceM  iwitad  to  iMiitate  m 
adjasteient  witk^GrMt  Britain.  I  m  agatBit 
advaneiiig  on  that  Mhjeet ;  I  do  not  in$h  to 
make  new  pomte  with  England ;  there  ate  some 
things  might  he  hotter  a^uetod^  hot  I  wonld 
leave  t|at  adjnetnont  to  temper  and  to  time. 
EngUind  now  receLres  Franoo  and  exftUdes  Ire- 
laad.  I  do  not  heUsve  ebo  need  he  afihdd  of 
behig  vliratledhyvilher;  bnfr  ihnt  ira-clwrniWi^ 
tSon  for  her  ancT  not  fiyr  m?  wei  hare  doM-' 
part;  we  hato  opened*  onv  mmketr  to' 
woieanaof  give  our  oonttitntion ;  if  she  cheeon 
to*  advance;  if  ashamed  ta  give  privikgea  to 
Franee  which  she  refheee  to  Ireland'^  she  wishee 
to  relax^  ^Us  well ;  we  are  ready  ta  thank  her  | 
hat  if.  the  Court  wishes  to  advance,  and  proposes 
the  removal  of  a  new  doubt,  by  adopting  a  new 
and  ex|wrimental  measure,  such  as  the  present, 
we  mwk  assert,  we  reply  by  establishing  an  old 
claim  and  an  old  prneiple.  My  answer  to  this 
proposition  is  to  take  the  Act  of  Navigation  on 
lis  tme  principle,  and  my  sentinients  are^  Irish 


^laMkff  tad  Btiliah  8bifpiii&  and  my  uwidn 
ttoniis  SA  lbU#W8«— and  toy  T<ite  dkaU  Ivi  fw.tbe 
uwndmeiit  and  fertbe  BiU,  &r  (h»  Bng^uli  Navi- 
gatiM  Aet  en  ito  own  prialleip1a.'^ 

He  e^neUded  with  monng  4i&  folio  wing  anead- 
mwt  to^tho  preajuUe  cif  tlie  Aot : 

^^  Ani  whereas  it  is  the  meaning  and  tnten- 
Hon  of  the  said  Acty  passed  in  England  in  the 
twelfth  Year  of  Ring  Charles  II.  to  impose  the  same 
restraints  and  to  confer  equal  benefits  on  his  Ma- 
jesiy^s  subjects  in  England  and  in  Ireland^  and  that 
both  kingdoms  shall  be  thereby  affected  in  the  same 
manner^ 

To  fAt  the.  HoMB  JA  jHMMssimi  ol  the  whok 
iMMwm^  )|»  »tatod  (bi^t  lita  iotmded  to  follow  th« 
ftMadHiWt^  hy  BioviDg  4he  aiiMMd  proviso  f^  th^ 
BiU: 

^^Providedy  that  the  said  Acty  passed  in  Eng- 
land in  the  twelfth  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  Charles 
IT  shall  hind  his  Majesty^s  subjects  of  Ireland,  so 
Img  as  it  shall  have  the  effect  of  conferring  the 
same  benejits,  and  imposing  the  same  restrictions, 
on  both  Jcingdoms.^^ 


its 

ON  TITHES. 


It  will  not^  perhaps,  be  eonsidered  by  fhe 
readers  of  this  Tolame  ati  unneeessary^  or  an  un- 
important inquiry,  to  giTe  a  short  history  of  Ukat 
system  which  has  been  so  long^  and  with  so  mnch 
jastice,  condemned  as  one  of  the  most  fimitfnl 
sources  of  discontent  and  disajfection  among  ^e 
lower  classes  of  the  people  of  Ireland^^nor  will 
it  contribute  a  little  to  the  proper  undevstandiBg 
of  the  merits,  and  to  the  due  appreciation  of 
fhe  great  talents  which  are  displayed  In  iboae 
speeches  which  were  pronounced  by  Mr.  QftAJbUky 
in  the  years  1787^  1788,  and  80;  when  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland  were  distraoted  *by  a 
furious  and  barbarous  association  of  persons^ 
under  the  denomination  of  Whiteboys,  whose 
cruelties  and  outrages  could  only  be  accounted 
for,  by  the  melancholy  reflection,  that  they 
seemed  to  have  no  resource  but  in  the  madness 
of  despair — ^no  prospect  or  hope  of  redress,  but 
in  the  wild  and  senseless  devastation  of  the  pro. 
perty  of  those  whom  they  considered  their  op- 
pressors. Those  who  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
Itish  Parliament,  at  this  memorable  and  afllictlog 


ISO 

period^  wfll  be  enrprisedj  perhaps,  tkat  a  Legifi- 
latare,  composed  of  men,  whose  interests  shoald 
have  been  the  peaee  and  happiness  of  their  poor 
and   oppressed  conntcymen,    could    discover  no 
remedy    for  public    grievance  bat    the  severest 
penalties  of  vindictive  law^  and  that  it  should 
refane  inquiry  into  those  complaints,  which  every 
dkpassianate  maa  in  the  kingdom  acknowledge(| 
to   have  arisen  from  the  greatest  injustice  ever 
practised  on  the  poor  of  aigr  country.    J9e,  whose 
heart  was  not  closed  *  by  the  seductions  of  interest, 
or  whose  existence  did  not  depend  on  his  venality, 
and  the  prostitution  of  his  voice  to  the*  purposes 
of  a  corrupt  cabinet,  saw,  with  pain  and  with  in« 
dignation,  the  exercise  of  an  unlimited  and  unde- 
fined power,  in  the  liands  of  the  meanest — ^the 
lowest   and  most    inexorable  tyrantS'---the  tithe- 
proctors  and  tithe-farmers  of  Ireland ;    a  set  of 
men,   unfeeling,  uneducated,    and    unprincipled, 
placed  between  the  rector  and  the  farmer,  for  the 
purpose  of  shielding  the  former  from  the  odium 
of  levying  a  tax,  as  diftcult  as  anpleasant  in  the 
collection,    and    operating,    in  the    majority  of 
instances,   as  an  intolerable  grievance,  and  the 
fountain  of  bitterness  and  distress  to  the  humble 
and  industrious  inhabitant  of  the  cabin«-»That  a 
Protestant  Government,  xeaiouB   for  the  propa. 
gation  of  its  religion  and  its  principles  ;— that  a 


fiNiDdaiiaD  of  its  (^taJ>U#hQ|ew(  aqcl  tln^  mdv/^. 
«um  of    its  people  ;--7-ib|^  a  ^rcl^^  iirhin^^  Jin- 
boorsy  through  tb^i  mediam  qf  Chatter  3chooI^ 
tttd  the  prodigal  diasemiiiatiott  of  pvptyer  jbodha 
ikrongh  the  laii4 — to  diffuse  a  UHr^  fi:nd.€m^ 
Ujfbtened  religion^  amoog  a  peiq^e  whom  it  has 
fE(en   beea  pleased  to  rfpi;fBeat  and  stigmatiM 
as  barbarous  and  oneivUi^ed— shpnld  have  per- 
severed in  a  i^stem  so  well  calculated  to  render 
that  religion  odious; — that  it  should  have  per<» 
severed  iu  a  system^  which  ei^poaed  the  miuistetf 
of  the  Protiestant  religion  .to  a  comparison  mtf^ 
the  meek — ^the  humble^  and  protectii^  ministers 
of    the;    Gatholic    church  ;**— the     former — fron 
the  cruel  and  relentless  necessity  of  circumstancea 
— obliged  to   goad   and  torment   the    miserable 
peasant^    with  all  the  chicanery^  and  cunniog^ 
and    artifice    of    his    tithe-proctor ;    while    the 
Catholic  priest  was  ever  to  be  seen  administering 
la   his    mind — healing  the    woqnds  which    op- 
pression had    inflicted,    and  preaching    comfort 
Biid  peace  to  the  heart  which  injustice^  in  ber 
no.st  odious  form,    had  wrung.    That  the  Go- 
vemmani  of  Ireland,  but  more  particularly  that 
the    landed  property    of    the  kingdom,    should 
eiosa  the  doors  of  Parliament  against  those  men, 
who  come  forward  to  give  evidence  of  the  mise- 


low  t^ratflfymm  into'  aete  «f  turbolentM,  urf 
tMMtlt^  aapd  Tfolenee,  vnpanlteled  in  any 
ether  part  ^  tha  dvili^ad  world.  That  oU  tAilt 
fthould  be  doii6^  undei^  tha  moekcnry  df  protectiiig 
ther  Ghctrch  Md  the  State  againet  desperate  inmi* 
tattofly  and  wild  expevliMnt^  will  ito  Umger  be 
a  sUt^ct  of  wonder  to  those  who  have  witnessed 
the  eloM  of  that  disgraeefnl  scene^  whieb  termJU 
nated  in  the  extinction  of  the  Mberties  of  Ireland. 
In  1788/  Mr.  Orattan,  Hie  MvocaU  4f  the 
Peoplt,  the!  nndaunted  and  unanswerable  cham- 
pion of  pnbHe  jnstiee  and  pnblic  mercy^  was  re* 
presented  by  the  hirelings  of  the  Castle^  and  the 
pasters  of  fhe  efaureh^  as  a  conspirator  against 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  his  natire  hind — ^and 
Htkt  existence  of  the  established  chnrch.  EBk 
was  honored  With  the  titles  of  ^<  Faction  agi- 
tator''— ^^tarfanlent  demagogne/'  and  all  that 
miseraMe  sefies  of  scurrility  which  a  prosl^ute 
and  abandoned  press  could  give  birth  to.  That 
eloquence  which  fascinated  the  enemies  of  Ire* 
land,  while  it  denounced  their  corruption,  their 
follies,  and  tlieir  crimes ;  that  truth  and  eounge 
which  eouTinced  the  reasonable,  and  disaiayed 
the  trading  politician,  were  industriously  slan* 
dered  by  the  daily  preachera  of  Christian  charity, 
and    the    bypoeritical  defenders    of  the   purity 


aud  'stubiKiy  of  the  Protetanfc    qhmeli.      Tlie 

cort&iii  is  now  tirawn.  up,  and.  the  Ministor  ¥fho 
has  Gompl^d  the  conquest  ojF  Ireland,,  hat  more 
than  viniicated  iht  gee^ii  and  glorious  eSbrte  of 
Mr.    Omttan  in  her  defence.    He  cautioned  the 
people  of  Ireland  against  that    Mini^er^    in    a 
loud  and  prophetic  v<Mce>  and  they  were  deaf  te 
his    remonstrances  ;    he  cautioned    the    country 
gentlemen  (whose  confidence  Mr*  Grattan  ought 
to  have  possessed)  against   the  folly  and  the  fuiy 
of  thehr  laws,  and  the  snare  they  were  artlesdj 
weaving  fpr    the  liberty  and  character  of  their 
eountry. — Mr.  Grattan  made  bis  eloquent,  appeals 
in  vain  ;  the  idle  and  stupid  pride  of  not  yield- 
ing to  the  clamours,  and    the  tumults,   and  the 
violence  of  the  people,   was  mistaken  for.  tqioaiy 
flrmness  and  dignified  determjni^tion.    The  Irish 
Parliament  preferred  a  code  of  pain^  and  penal* 
ties,  to  acts  of  mercy  and  redre/ssl.it  preferred 
destroying   and   extinguisdiiog  the  peasant  to  an 
inquiry  into  his  complaints;  and    after  thus  jon- 
nerving  the  arm  of  the  people ;  after  thus  cribb- 
ing, their  spirit  to  the   earth,   and    stiffing  their 
eries,  that  same  ParUament   stupidly  called    on 
their  countrymen,  in  1809,  to  protect  them^  against 
the  Minister   of    England;   they    trembled    for 
their  darling  ascendancy,  asd  croncbed  to  those 
honest  feelings  of  Ireland^    on  which  for  years 
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tkfif  Ind  ketnr  trampliiq;.  la  1800  it  wiis  not 
^fwprizing^  therefore,  to  see  the  people  relue* 
tant  to  take  up  arms,  for  the  protectioii  of  that 
monopoljr  which  governed  them,  and  to  perpetu- 
ate  that  tyraonyy  which  with  a  thousand  heads 
rioted  on  their  eomfortSy  their  peace,  and  their 
feelings.— p-The  short  sketch  of  the  history  of 
Tithes  in  Ireland,  which  we  shall  now  ^ive,  will 
best  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  oh- 
servatioas. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Spencer,  Tithes 
in  Ireland  were  of  no  great  value,  for  alengtli 
of  time  after  the  Reformation;  in  his  State  of 
Ireland,  be  writes,  ^^  All  the  Irish  priests,  who 
sow  enjoy  church  livings  in  Ireland,  are  mere 
U^ymen ;  live  like  laymen,  and  follow  aU  kiuds 
of  husbandry,  and  other  worldly  affairs.''  And 
ekewfaere,  he  observes,  ^^  That  the  benefices  are 
flo  mean,  and  of  so  small  profit  in  those  Irish 
countries,  through  the  ill  husbandry  of  the  na- 
tives, they  will  not  yield  any  competent  main- 
tenance for  any  honest  minister  to  live  upon.*' 
Primate  Boulter,  (whose  administration  com- 
menced  in  17^^  &nd  ended  about  1742,)  in  a 
JLetter  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  thus  writes: 
^^  Since  the  Reformation,  while  the  lands  were 
mostly  in  Popish  Iiands,  the  clergy  took  what 
they  could  get,  thankfully ;   and  very  few  went 
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near  their  livings  to  do  their  daty.^^    In  tkiB  state 
things  remained  until  the  Revolution^  or  rather 
until  the  surrender  of  Limerick  to  King  Wil- 
liam threw  all  the  benefices  into  the  hands  of 
Protestant  rectors ; — at  this  period  peace  was^  in 
a  great  measure^  restored  to  Ireland,   and  the 
clergy  began  by  degrees  tore-assume  those  rights 
which    were    heretofore  disputed. — ^In  the    year 
17S0,  they   demanded   (as  we  are  informed  by 
Bishop  Boulter)  the  Tithe  of  Agistment,*  which 
being  resisted  by  the  landholders  of  Ireland^  an 
application  was  made  to  the  €ourt  of  Exchequer, 
who  determined  that  the  clergy  were  entitled,  by 
law,  to  the  Tithe  of  Agistment ; — the  resistance 
which  was  made  to  the  payment  of  this  Tithe,  in 
the  year  1734,  by  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ire- 
land, should  have  taught  their  successors,  in  tiie 
years  1786  and  7^  some  moderation,  and  should 
have  inspired  them  with  some  sensibility  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  peasantry,  whose  conduct  was 
mot  more  reprehensible,  nor  more  illegal^    than 
that  of  the  landed   proprietors,  in  resisting  the 
Tithe  of  Agistment; — ^this   example,  before    the 
eyes .  of  an  ignorant  and  unthinking   multitude, 
(which  from  the  success  that  followed  the  efforts 
of  the  landed  proprietors  in  1760^  was  peculiarly 

*  It  was  resolved  by  the  Irish  Parliament,  that  the  Tithe  of 
Agistment  was  oppressive  to  the  great  landholders,  and  injnrir 
•us  to  the  Protestant  interests. 
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ealettlated.  to  animate  and  eneoiurage  tiie  pea* 
aantry  to  imitatioai)  shoald  have  been  taken  into 
accoaob.  by  those  lepalators^  iirho^  while  they 
consigned .  to  dctftth  and  to  ignonony  the  poomat 
people  of  tiie  cottntry^  penevered  in  withholding 
from  the  clergy  those  rights,  which  by  law  fhey 
were  entitled  to— by  refusing  to  pay  the  Tithe 
of  Agistment,  wUeh,  if  paid,  might  have  re. 
moved  mnch  of  the  pressure  of  the  church  from 
the  shouldeta  of  the  peasint,  and  thus  diminish 
an  evil  whieh  came  with  accumulated  weight  on 
those,  who  of  all  others  m  the  community  were 
the  least  able  to  bear  it* 

Of  the  conduct  of  those  landholders,  Primate 
Boiiker  ^ves  the  following  account : —  he  states 
^^That  associations  were  entered  into  by  most  of 
the  lay  lords  and  commoners,  to  join  against 
agistment;  and  the  like  associations  were  sent 
down  to  most  counties  against  the  assizes,  and 
ngned  in  most,  though  refused  in  $ame — and  a 
common  purse  was  to  be  raised  in  each  cminty  to 
support  any  one  there  that  should  be  sued  for 
agistment : — there  was,  he  writes,  a  rage  stirred 
up  against  the  clergy^  that  equalled  any  thing 
that  had  been  seen  against  the  Popish  priests  in 
the  most  dangerous  times,  though  the  clergy  be* 
haved  themselves  with  a  temper  that  surprized 
their  enemies/'  The  reader  wijil  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  persons  most  interested  in  refusing  the 


ftote$tant  proprietors  of  lan4 ;  mett,    wlio  poe- 
iessing  greai  iflterert,  directly  and  iiidirMtty^  ia 
«b6  Hoose  of  OMOaoiit^  aaeeMded  in  deterriiig 
tbt  elergr  from  makio^  and  the  eonfts  of  jootiM 
from  entertaining,  any  demands  from  this  Tlthe^ 
though  no  iegifllatitre  aet  for  its  abolition  passed 
nntil  the  year  1800 ;— ^ns  were  the  pastwa  lands 
of  Ireland  exempted  from  the  payment  of  Tithe^ 
and  the  Eector,  and  his  proetor  or  l^tiie-farmeri 
Were    tamed  on    the  garden  of    tlie    Cmtkolie 
eMtager,  while  the   FratsBtamt  landhoMer  of  a 
thousand  aeres  of  pasture  was  exonerated.      Will 
Che  reader  of  Irish  histoiy  any  longsr  wonder  at 
the  enormities  into  which  sncfa  monstrous  iigus- 
tice  precipitated  the  ardent  feelings  of  a  peoplsy 
fftaa  whom,   (Bir  John  Davis  says^)   ^^no  men 
tinder  heaven  lilced  equal  and  indtferent  j«slict 
better.*' 

Inds  conduet  of  the  landholders,  backed  by 
the  Legislature,  compelled  the  Protestant  clergy 
to  increase  their  demands  on  the  farmer  aad  the 
eottager — every  article  which  the  )atter  possessed 
paid  the  grievous  and  unjust  ta^  of  Tithes,  and 
the  murmurs  of  the  people  increased  with  the 
exactions  and  the  necessities  of  the  clergy.  At 
this  period,  namely,  1789,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
(according  to  Bishop  BouUer,)  not  a  fortieth 
part  of  the  land  of  Ireland  was  under  tillage — 
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nfrtMii  a  blow  timi  to  the  agrimliofe — ^the  popir* 
tfttion,  ftad  the  eoarfvrts  of  the  people  mttst  bare 
lieeii  fte  exemption  of   foatwrB  knib    from  the 
payment  of  tithe— rainoiia  to  the  eharaeter  aiid 
independence  of  the  Proteetant  clergy^  and  top- 
toring  to  the  miMvable    peasant^  who  saw  hm 
children  denied  the  necessaries  of  life^  while  the 
rich  overgrown  Protestant  landholder  was  tramp- 
ling on  Hie  laws  of  his  eonntry^  and  the  intereste 
of  religion.    Tithe-proetors  necessarily  mnltiplied 
-~ifae  Rector^  anxious  to  be  shielded  from  the 
odinm  of  tlie  people^  concealed  himself  under  hie 
Proctor^  and  choosing  between  the  alternative  at 
cireumseiibing  the  Inxiffies  of  hi$  own  family^  or 
limiting   the  necessaries  of  that  of  the   peasant 
he  gave  op  the  latter  to  all  the  emelties  of  ex- 
action^ and  all  the  goadings  of  injnstice^ — though 
preraed  down  by  the    inexorable  emelty  of  the 
laws — ^laws^  which  the  Proteatant,  for  the  sake 
of  hie  ekarMter  and  his  religion^  shoald  be  ^ven 
op  by  him   to    the    vengeance  irf  the  common 
execationer'— which  blot  and  blacken  the  pages 
of  our  history*^which  make  the  last  century  an 
horrid  interval  of  darkness^  dnring  which  death, 
in  the  robes  of  law  and  the  ermine  of  justice, 
went  through  the  land,  with  the    sword .  in  one 
hand,  and  the  statute-book  in  the  other,  laying 
waste    the    finest    and    richest  energies  of  our 


138 

country — trampling      down     both     mind     and 
body^    while    our    Legislators^   like    so    nany 
drunken    maniacs^  rioted   in  the  portico  of  thii 
great   national    prison^    and    as    our    immortal 
Gnrran    elegantly    and    truly    said,    ^^  thinking 
ihemseloes  free  when  they  had  locked  np  their 
prisQ^rs  in  their  cells.^^— From  the  year  ITSfi, 
when  the  Irish  House  of  Gommons  passed  the 
infamous  vote  relative  to  Agistment^  until  I76O, 
the  poor  people  of  Ireland  bore  their  grievances 
in  silence  and  in  sadness  ; — ^murmuring  discon* 
tents/  which  if  expressed  would  have  been  cal- 
led  "  treason,   faction,   rebellion,  sedition,'^   by 
those    very    men    who,  to  complete  their  own 
purposes,  set  the  example  of  aU  ; — those  discon- 
tents were  no  longer  suppressed — ^a  variety  of 
causes  contributed  to  fan  the  spark,   which  was 
so  long  smothered,  into  a  flame,  which  desolated 
the  finest  portion  of    our    country— which  con- 
tinnes  year  after  year  to  make  its  destructive  pro- 
gress,  and  which    the  wisest  statesmen  England 
ever  saw,  have  acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest 
evil  this  or  any  other  country  can  labour  under. 
In  the    year  1760,  an    epidemic  disease  raged 
among  the  cattle  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
Europe ;  it  originated  in  Holland— the  mortality 
was  so  great,   that  an  immediate  rise  took  place 
in  the  value  of  lands  in  Ireland:  the  price  of 


18B 

cattle  rose  in  proportion^  and  every  acre  of  grpiml 
which  tbe  grazier  conld  reach^  he  converted  into 
pasture — ^the  husbandman  was  forced  either  tQ 
resign  bis  farm,  or  to  /  hold  it  at  an  extravagant 
rack-rent.  Added  to  this  excessive  rent,  he  had 
to  pay  bis  tithe — ^and  at  a  period  when  the  price 
of  labour  was  miserably  low. — ^Will  it  be  coa- 
kidered  surprizing  by  the  protestant  reader,  that 
the  Catholic  peasant  should  grumble  at  paying 
a  tenth  of  his  produce  to  a  clergyman  of  another 
persuasion,  when  the  rich  Protestant  grazier  was 
not  bound  to  pay  on&  farthing. 

What  was  the  consequence?  The  poor  people  of 
the  south  rose  in  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  ob* 
tain^  by  force  and  violence,  that  relief  which  a 
protecting  Legislature  ought  to  have  adminis- 
tered. Arthur  Young,  an  Englishman,  equally 
remarkable  for  the  wisdom  of  his  observations^ 
as  the  benignity  and  impartiality  of  his  views^ 
looking  at  Ireland  with  tbe  eye  of  an  honest 
politician — pointing  out  the  high  road  to  fair 
dealing  and  integrity — thus  writes ; — ^<  Those 
Tithe  farmers  are  a  bad  sort  of  people — very 
civil  to  gentlemen,  but  exceedingly  cruel  to  the 
poor;  the  great  power  of  the  Protestant  gentle- 
man rendering  his  composition  very  light^  while 
the  poor  Gatholic  was  made,  in  too  many  cases, 
to  pay*  severely  for  the  deficiency  of  his  betters/^ 
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What  will  au  Bnglish  reader  say  to  tliis  statetttnt 
of  Mr.  Toung? — ^Will    he  exclaim  against  tbs 
barbarism  of  Ireland^  when  he  reads  her  exeesats 
aad  her  outrages^  and  takes  into  consideration  the 
provocation  which  drove  her  to  the  committal  of 
them? — The    Irish    Parliament   were   not    idle 
during   those    scenes  of  civil   war  and  convid- 
sion ;— 4be  atrocities  of  the  White  boys,  and  the 
i»anguinary  violence  of  the  laws^  kept  an  eqnal 
pace^  and  frequently  the  murderer  and  the  mid« 
night  plunderer  found  refuge  in  the  more  malig- 
nant   cnielty  of  the  law.    Acts    of  Parliament 
now  passed  (said  the  same  Mr.  Arthur  Tong) 
which  seemed   calculated    for  the    merUiam    of 
Barbary,  and  this  arose  to  such  an  height^  that 
by  one  they  were  to  be  hanged  without  the  com- 
mon formalities  of    a    trial,    which,  thougb  re* 
pealed  the  following  Sessions,  marks  the  char- 
acter and   spirit  of    punishment ;    while  others 
yet  remain  the  law  of  the  land,  that  would,  if  ex« 
edited,   tend  more  to  raise  than  quell  an  intmt^ 
reetion ;  from  all  which,  (be  goes  on)  it  is  ma- 
nifest, the  gentlemen  of  Ireland    never  thonght 
of    a  radical  cure,  from    overlooking  the    real 
cause,  which  in  fact  lay  in  themselvei^  and  not 
in   the    wretches  they  doomed  to   the  gallows. 
Notwithstanding  those   violent  remedies — in  the 
teeth  of  those   furious  and  vindictive  laws^  tbs 


•6N|iImA  tebe  diMUahf^  far  n^  simim 
of    ieajvcMtts^  aQ4  i^t  the    tarmioatiun  of    this. 
period  ikMi)  diatarbantes  censed^  as  Mr.  Arthur. 
Yb«9|^  jTotaacks. }  ''  Becaose  %  very  ooiwderabte 
fkll   kt  the  pi^iae  of    lands  eontributed  much   to 
abate    tbeai;    and  lessened   the  9vil  of    hiring 
hitkg  oTer  the  heads  of  one  anetber.''    In  178*, 
flia  flttttie  it    popular  tmnult  i^iu  burst  fortb^ 
owiog  to  th^  emt/rmtiincmji  fall  in  the  Talue  of 
knds   after  the  Aoierican  war  |^— the  fali  operat- 
ing on  tbe  jQGe«{Qrii%  testf^at  as  grievQusly  as  tha 
&riiier  iinajn  i760; — the   people  were  equally 
loud     in    tlieir  eoa^^laints   against   Tithes    and 
Tithe^proetorsy  and  were  often  heard  to  declare 
that  Ihey  would  b«ar  teiiih  wUlingne$s  the  exac- 
fiona  of  tbe  middle  wtn,  if  relieved  from  the  more 
UBJost^  and  eoasequently  more  corrosive  imposi- 
tions .of  the  proe^r^ 

We.  have  now  arrived  ^t  that. period  when  Mr. 
Gtattaa  tool^  up  the  cause  of  a  suffering  people, 
with  a  be^rt  full  of  sympathy  for  the  miseries  and 
wfetehednfss  of  an  oppressed  peasantry.— rEmi- 
aently  aasoeptillfle  of  all  the  finest  feeliqgs  of 
our  iiature  ^^-with  a  mind  stored  with  the  trea- 
sures  :of .  classic  literature; — ^invigorated  by  the 
strei||;^h^  and  refined  by  the  genius  of  ancient 
day4;..^witb  an  eloquence  of  no  common  stamp ; 
Ml*<^comprehensive — auimating^    and    eiiergetic  j 
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m  a  salyect  of  naiioiwl  fftwimBft'inpiritMMi)  i 
uritb  an  industry  sMom:ih»^  eompanimi..  4>f  aaob 
extraordinary  powers^-^^aod  an  iola^natl^a^.  ca- 
pable of  faacinatuig  the  dnllMt  audieiMui-*te 
came  forward  to  plead  the  >  eauee  of  tli^  Poprief 
Ireland  against  the  wilee  of  the  Oastlei»-'4bo:.txif. 
raption  of  the  TreaMfy*-<4he  hypoerieyjcrf  the 
Priesthood^  and  the  de^  eod  maortal  faaimd  of 
the  English  Oabinet.  It  has  been  saidy  by  theee 
who  witnessed  this  great  man's  exertiong  ia 
the  years  1787^*-88-^iid  a9-^that  the  readers 
of  his  speeches  oan  have  but  an  homble  idea 
of  the  enthusiasm  they  produesd  amflng^his  aa» 
dience ;— ^hongfa  burning  usder  the  nys  of  eor* 
ruptton^  they  often  felt  the  iafluentee  of  oafive 
talent^  genius^  and  integrity.  Though  -manaeed 
by  the  reMbe  of  the  Soeretary,  they  have  oftee 
involuntarily  poured  praise  on  the  head,  whieh 
they  would,  afterwards  have  saerifteed  to  the 
vengeance  of  a  vanquished  Oovertimelit.  In 
those  contests  Mr.  Orattan  was  opposed*  by  every 
person^  and  every  engine  formidable  to  the  Stats. 
The  Grown  Lawyers,  with  the  late  Lord  Clare, 
who  in  the  years  17B7  and  88  was  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, were  arrayed  against  him,  and,  like  Bamp- 
son,  his  strength  was  only  called  forth  by  the 
number  of  his  enemies.  Mr.  OrattKn,  how- 
ever, whose  spirit  is  not  inclined  to  bend,   o? 


8tii»0iiA«r  to^ofldAl'^Mtaluce^.  or  the  ranting 
and'sWagger  of'  GoKTBrmneiit  biriKeiy  was  not 
tobe^  d6(0»fed*-*-h0  was  net  to  be  pot  down. — 
Hir  telrata  eommanded  attaflttoD,  aad  tke  Tnia. 
Mry,  with  mlUiona  at  tlieir  liaeky  coald  seareely 
pwclMuie^-a  sigfa  of  prabe^  when  Mr.  Ghratiah 
IMWved  Cartfar  <ibe  trea8are3  of  hb  exhaaalleM  an- 
denitaadlng.-~H6  baa  left  on  reeord  tbe  flneat 
ipedmws  of  eloqaeaee  iA  the  Englbh  lapgaage^ 
and « has  -  given  to  InshmeD  (if  Irishmen  ahall 
ever  aee^  the  reanirre^an  of  thek^  coantry)  the 
finest  models  of  senatorial  virtae^  indefatigable 
induatry^  and.  exalted  powers. 

The  icsader  of  the  following  speeches  on  the 
sohyect  of  Tithes^  while  he  is  charmed  by  the 
effasiona  of  ar  chastened  and  sublime  imagmation 
will  smile  at  the  absinrdity  and  the  weakness 
of  the  arguments  which  Mr.  Graltan  was  obliged 
to  eombat-***of  which  time  has  proved  the  folly, 
and  4iie  present  degradation  of  Ireland  has  es- 
tablished tbe  iniquity .-^When  he  looks  over  the 
re^iort  af  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  17B8i 
and  the  Report  of  tbe  Secret  Committee  of  the 
House  oS  Lords,  in  the  same  year,  he  will  then 
f^w  the  predictions  of  Mr.  Grrattan  most  fully 
verified — the  integrity  of  his  great  and  enlarged 
vieiv's  in  1788,  confirmed — and  the  sophistry 
and  hypocrisy    of   his    antagonists  unmasked. — 
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He  will  sec  the'  same  Lo^'CnaMi^  'iHil^' 
the  system  of  Titlies  Hi  i78B-— -ni^o  UNRT'^eM- 
tetided^  with  an  asperity^  a  petatMei§>  ttaS  a 
boldness^  worthy  of  Afe  oflce  be  theh  illMl, 
that  Tithes  were  not  a  grifevance— 4hal  tliey  were 
not  oppressive— he  will  see  even  flitHWlMc 
Lord  obliged  to  admits  in  1799^  that  this  very 
same  system  of  Tithes  was  the  grand  impnlM  to 
rebellion-^the  powerful  Instrument,  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  O^Connor,  Emmet,  and  M^Ntefvin,  to 
organize  insurrection,  and  influence  the  pea- 
santry. 

Mr.  Thomas  Addis  Bmmet,  when  bmijght  to 
the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  I7W,  hetng 
asked,  <<  What  grievances  his  reformed  Itogialation 
would  remove?'*  answered,  <^In  the flk^st  place, 
fsatd-  Mr.  Emmet)  it  would  cause  a  compltte  abo 
Htion  of  Tithes.'^ 

Lord  Glare  put  the  following  qu^re  to  Mr. 
Emmet.  '  "  Pray,  Mi*.  Emmet,  do  you  think 
Catholic  emancii^ation  and  Parliamentary  reform 
any  objects  with  the  common  people  ?^^  An- 
swer. ^^As  to  Catholic  emancipation,  I  don't 
think  it  matters  a  feaiher,  or  that  the  poor 
think  of  it ;  as  to  Parliamentary  reform,  I  don't 
think  the  common  people  ever  thought  of  it, 
Holil  it  was  inculcated  to  them,  that  a  reform  in 


iMit}  uiA  WNwrn,  a^  reader  will  alwerve  the 
aM0t- Agftlar  corroliwatioQ  of  every  arfameai 
adKaaeed  Vy  Mr.  Ovattan  in  th^  foUowiog 
epeeebM,  Whan  Mr.  Bmnet  (whose  character 
for  tnvU^  and  talent  stood  emmeatly  high  in  Ire- 
lmn4)  was  aslced  by  liord  Clare,  ^^  If  hie  iaten- 
tion  and  that  of  the  eoMpira^ore  was  not  to^over- 
i«fii  the  ehorehP''  ^^  Pardon  me^  my  Lord/'  said 
Mr.  Smtaet^  ^^  my  intentioii  never  was  to  de- 
al9fi!y  tha  chmreh  j  my  wish  was  to  overturn  Ihe  s#- 

To  aaotlMrqnastioQ  pot  by  Mr.  Foster,  in  Uie 
House- tif  OoBMaofls«*rMr.  Emmet  answered,  with 
that'  slneeiity  which  marked  hfs  charaater^  and 
that  aecnraey  which  distingmshed  fais.mind.*-^ 
Mr.  Foeter^--^'  Do  yon  think,  Mr.  Emmet,  the 
Catholies  peentfarly  object  to  Tithes?''— Mn 
fimmet--^^^  They  certainly  have  the  icst  reaaon  to 
o^mj^in  !  hat  I  rather  think  they  object  mora 
as  tenants  than  as  Catholics,  and  in  eonimon  with 
the  rert  of  the  tenantry  of  the  kingdom;  and  if  any 
other  way  of  paying  even  a  Protestant  establish. 
ment,  which  did  nci  bear  so  sensibly  upon  their  in- 
dastrji  were  to  take  place,  I  believe  it  wenld  go  a 
great  way  to  contmf  them.'^ 
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Let    the  reader  ^  Mr,.  fiwtii<»^i  njliim  hi 

1788,  marlc  the  «fi«Fer..^  JMcAqti  ]lifN«n% 
another  leadpt  in  .the  rejiicilwi  QC«i7fW«r-t)^ta»i 
this  gei}tk«aa  was.  Mk«d*«Wjhetb^r . Jfr*  £fMi* 
tan's  motion  abQOl  Tithes, .  was,  mt  .a^shtrt  cMit 
towards  putting  jlown  the  esytablishaii  Chwnhi? 
He  reptied,  f'  that  if  the  stabili^  oC  the  eetab. 
lished  Chareh  depends  on  the  pAynMot  of 
Tithes,  the  chureh  «tands  on  a  wottk^r  fomdntlMi 
than  in  civility .  I  would  have  said  of  it  $  .butt  ol  this 
I  am  8wm — that  if  Tithes  had  been  coiuuitod,  M- 
cording  to  Mr.  Gcattan's  plan-*^a  .verjf  jMiiorr- 
fiU  engine  icouli  Aom  been  tufctfn  oml  qf  ^emr 
hanieJ^ 

Should  the  readers  of  the  followiilg.veeishes, 
require  more  evidence  to  convioee  them  i  of  the 
wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  prineiplM.  thegr  eon* 
tain,  I  would  refer  them  to  the  onions  -of,  Mr, 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox;  to  those  of  my  Losd  Gren- 
Tille,  and  all  those,  eminent  statesmen  who,  witt 
various  views,  have  represented  the  Tithe  .system 
of  Ireland,  one  of  the  most  grievous  and  op* 
pressive  of  which  the  population  of  any  conatt)' 
have  to  complain— that  some  remedy  should  be 
applied  to  so  calamitous  a  disease — that  flie 
bleeding  wounds  of  our  poor  should  he  healed 
by  the  lenient  hand  of  Administration— that  the 
physical  strength  of  Ireland  should  be  conciliated. 


«l  Itmtikfi^MpMKimy  oil  file  >art  6f  its  mlers^ 
to'lMflrtA  ite>^xati6ii8,'  kbd  dhkinbh  its  noit 
j^MiMhhpltfafioiiSy*^!  be  adUiitted  by  evwj  trae 
Mm4  to  the  puee  and  the  Beemity  of  tie  BrMsh 
MrpiM^^Vvtaii  an  attentire  peragal' of  the  fol- 
l«Mlig  piLges,  the  yonng  stateiuh '  will  derive 
fliiieih'iefonUition'; — ^tbe' indortry  he  mil  1k»r§ 
tee  eifldhitild,  may  animate  bim  to  honorable 
imitation  $  and  the  genius  and  integrity  wiUi'  whieb 
the*  daeuee  oC'the  poor  is  pleadedymay  light  op  in 
hto  ttiMit^that  opilrir  of  feeling  fer  the  ilnftringsof 
IrieiiBieiiy  ^  irbiM  *  iSorreign  hainis,  and  tamhga  con-, 
neotions,  and  fiinngn  sympalbies^  migh^  haVe  olheF'^ 
ivise  extingnished. 

On'  #aidtday,  the  10th  March,  i'faff,  ifr. 
Grattan  gave  notice,  thai  he  would,  on  the  M- 
lowing  •Tnesday,  bring  on  the  subject  of  Tfthes, 
ia  order  'to  ^ake  the  senee  of  the'  conntry  gentle.' 
men,  *  whetHer  any,  and  -what  regulation  should 
hisrealler  tal[e  place  fqr  the  benefit  of  the  clergy: 
vum  and 'the  fcrmer,  and  how  far  it  might  M 
propory  thie  season,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  such 
a  measure. 


Pursuant  to  the  above  notice,  Mr.  GRATTAN 
addressed  the  House,  on  Tuesday,  iSth  MareV, 
to  the  fottoiriDg  effect : 


^'«iry  in  ibis  «Mikm  w«'1l«f«»'fMi'illirtll$teet 

Bot  nmde  madr.'  Itin^'lMeirtidinUted 'thai'MMl 
a  IMl^  does  Mitt  ftnwiig  iiie'  leweif 'etMr^ot 
piapla  M  dtrtiMt ;  we  bate  *  cotfflenmed'  tttelr 
noknee^  we  bwre  made  pfovisioiis  fer  ita  pMMh- 
neii^  Imt  we^  faare^aiAiDittoA  also^  ttMt'the  pM- 
fidairf  «e  gtoiMd  to  4ke  Mfth;  we  ll&ve  ftftftdtM 
tfaefsfetofdirtKm.  ^      *  : 

<<  We  have  9011b  "furfber ;  w«  4Mi%  flMktow^ 
lodged  HMd  tiiis  dtstraMi  «lmild  sake  part'df  oar 
parliameatery  onqairyiMi-we  lia«e  Hiodghl  pMp%Tf 
indeed^  to  ptotpone  <ke  dej,  but  we  ut-rngmij 
noiwitbstandingy  in  two  tUngB«-*4he  «aueleaee  of 
a  present  dietnee^  and  the  neeeeeify  Ufa  fstare 

<<  A  rnnkifaide  of  putieidars  woaU*  be  tedimie} 
b«t'there  an  sonui  fiftatitree  eo  very  etrikfing-and 
pramkmit^  we-  cannot  atoid  tba  eight'  of  tbea. 
Onr  present  eynlett  of-eoi^ortiag'  the  cler^^  ig 
liable  to  radieal  olf ebtions ;  in  the  8oath^  it  gree 
asnnst  tba  tret  ptfindple  of  bnoMin  eKietenee;  in 
tiie  Sontby  yon  tithe  potatoes.  WonMaagr  i*<ui 
believe  it?  the  peasant  jSiys^  I  am  informedy  often 
7L  an  aere  finr  land^  gets  Od.  a  day  fiir  bb  labenr^ 
fMkd  pays  from  eight  to  tweiire  shiHfngf  tmr  his 
Tithat--Jf  the  whal^  caae  wne  eemplised  in  tiiis 
faet^  this  ilict  is  softeient  to  eall  fisr  yonr  inter<* 
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tijUii|»tt4''li^viM|i  theaiMMt^euwal^  aad  tin  «iMt 
Q«nipui«iaBa|e.i  wbitofeMft.  of /..lM«iaii  •  JiiBp>-HliiB 

coiiAtie4>to.tte  £k>u4^  one  of  tliepMi  reg^NM 
of  ^porT/wty,  In  Conuuig^  fN»t«lMt  d#  aotr  p^y 
TUh»;  in  the  North,  a  modomle  ttodis  ttkM 
place  whea-.they  do  pay  j  1»t  in  tike  SoaMi  tfaoy 
do  p«y  a  great  Tiihey  and  in  theJikialhr  yta  hava 
p^ipotapa  dktarbaneest  That  Ibe  tiAa.  of  pota- 
tojvirM,  niii  tba^y  ^«treif^  I  amnot  mm  Uk  bo 
iafonatd.  ',9h  or  71.  ao  aoro  for  laad^  aiid*.0d»  a 
day  #or  labwr/^are  alto-eaiises  of  mimry )  but  tiia 
additiw  of  aightf  ton,  or  twei^  sfaHliDgo  Titte> 
to . the. two tithtt  000808^  it^  tnd  niiit  be/aveiy 
great  aggravation  of  that  midery;  and  as  yoa 
eanaot  w)bU -  i&teilbro  in  regulating,  the  rant  of 
land,  or.'PMe  of  labour^  I  do  aotaoo  -that  you 
therefore  fSbooU  not  interfere  where  yon  eanre- 
gnkte.aiid  relieve;  I  do  not  see  Why  yoa  ebould 
Bq&r  a  most  heavy  Tithe  to  be  added  to  the  high 
psiee  of  rent,  and  the  low  price  of  labour;  ndther 
am.  I  aearibfa  of  the  Smco  of  that  snppoeition, 
which  conceiires  a  diminntion  of  the  tithe  of  po* 
tatoes  would  be  only  an  augmentation  of  tiie  raat, 
for  I  do  not  ind  that  rent  is  higher  in  eoanties 
where  potatoes  ate  not  tithed,  aw  can  I  see  hoir 
an  existtog  lease  can  be  cancelled,  and  the  rest 
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■iMi>for:«9itel>  And  4»|)Qar  eiip«|ii«d  miv^i 
«hB  piNiififkim  of  wBt  ^4inil|nlW8  iwitli  H^^itn. 
fntliM  vf  the  fradliAe»  UiMi«9^of4beM#a#^)M' 
Ite .pM|Mliti0«.  •(  .tMi«  i»wMwfs  mkkt.^im^' 
dmt^i  n^therdoWf  «srMi s  Ugk  lenty  iwff %e 
ft  feOtbpbWtoA  «D  ^1*b6^  Mid.  tithe"* -.piUnhy. 
«lie  o*(ta^r  dwc  ptqrTiOi^.  avd  4|i  jweiar 
ioasttht:;  ibe  rwh,gMai«ii,.WiUbft  veiy  ^nwiluiii 
htuttt  atd  «4ihovt  «iiy  ^eyttam  of  luMbuAiyf  id 
odNopMy  i^-  th<oW0  Abe  j^soii  m  hbvat  .tad 
•pofieiAy.  ^  Iftas  m  it§iiix»i  tbeftrat  pntt^pto  of 
hasbMidly, .  m  tatHhev  negalaUoo-  is  j|gM»t  the 
IfamC  priosi^lQ  of  mwufiicUiEe.  Teit.  tithe.  4hN^ 
fapcy  4«d^iiV»  the  rudineat*  ^  WKiB<wtwe. 
ifes^  mthe  N«rtby  yeu  .bftve  .iioi|[a«  twmmm, 
Ukm^  (heve  Me^  nuty  who  eiiUur»te  inc.  Yea 
1^^  nprvmmm  Putiko .gi^wih ot H»Xf. a.  pieaihai 
Im  lyie  kod  owrijitge.  and  M^rt  of  coniy  «iid  yea 
gi«e-4ie  jMrsoa  the  .tithe  ^ef  the  kod,  Ubmr  aad 
(wKiiratioftOceiipied  Uitrein,  eoiitmi7  ito  the  f»tes> 
^erity-efi  eiUHr  f  aa  far  as.  you  have  settled)  yon 
are  ^nfn^  and  wroeg  wfaeve  you  have  omettled. 
What  is  Uie  Tithe  is  ooe  qaestiw,  what  is  Tithe- 
able  is  ftOother.    Claims  have  been  nNule  to  the 
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MM-dkfiiitad^  llti«iitfttQ  kin  l»Mii  >$aiM  to  op^ 

negletftedlby  PwHftttent^  mi  Iim  bsM  kft  ti^Jhff 
rterifoM,  ittim  <*'  kii,  by  tlM^  4<MfftirUy  .^  An 
Tlllie^l^rofiltr,  aiidr  the  violwM  of  tlie  p«iu|i»  i« 
toi^dbli^st  haa  net  h^u  eaufloe^to  tbe  faofk)^ 
if  hflb  M:lraded  toilie  BftfsoD ;  j^m  »yateiB ;«!  nut 
tmlgr'ttgmMt  tte  ttrs^^Ofti^  of  liiimav  exkt«M« 
.^«!P«giiiitit->tlie*Stfit  pHiM^a  of  good  bmbMldry-r- 
ftgAfauit  lh«  flr«t  pffhieipla  of  iimiiafaetiuie^-*tagBjii9( 
th*  iMfr  iMdMifile  of  pobUe  qutet-^it  g|909  i^lco 
agabatl  Ihe*  eeenrity  aod  dignity  of  tto  clMgy^ 
TIttIf 'CMe  Ikfts  been  redqced  to  twa  Pripo^itioBs^ 
ibMt  tbfTjr  Are  not  rappovUd  by  tbe  feal  Tttbat|r 
the  '^BMlSt  and  that  tbey  are  supported  by  a  de^ 
gndittg  Mtttiat  eontraet ;  the  real  Tklie  or. Tenth 
ia  ttefefare  traaeeeBsary  for  their  sttp^rt^.ftr 
they  bavl9  dmie  withoHt  il^  aad  the  amiiml'  'Coa* 
tract  i8'hBproper>  by  their  own  admia^ioo,  a^  the 
interfeMilee  of  Parliament  proper  Iberefarp*  Cer- 
tainly the  anneal  contraet  is  betow  tbe  digail;}* 
of-  a  elergyman^;  he  is  to  make  a  bargain^  witii 
Mie  aqniffe,  tho  Ikrmer^  and  tbe  peasant,  on  a  aab- 
jeet  whieh  tliey  do,  and  he  does  not  understand.; 
ttte  mwe  bis  humaraty  and  his  ertiditipn'  the  less 
his  bicomfe;  it'ri  a  sitnation  H'liero  tbe  parson^s 
property  falls  with  hi«  ^'irtiies;  aod  rises  with  bis 
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bad  V|aitlitiMJt>  Ittit-gb  tty^ptaWittMrrnSHiimw 
liy being  tn^ifooM,  attdi^MMves  by'tdiiiksiiMlQr. 
The  pastor  of  'tbe  peopie  fe  'iAad^*a.  >«py.««ti  fl» 
fttii^iidindfM^heitf  re(liieed'te(bmoiM'tiB»i«iiind. 
ieaznig    contntetor  aad  Htigftnt^    with  («m4ImI: 
among  wbom  to  ii»  to  oxiend  velfagionrby  M9<^m. 
8onal  popttlarity-;   m    agent  boomailbs  • 'iiMeaaairy 
for  hhhy  it  relieves  him  in  tins  sttoalloB^  atifl  )tli» 
agent  or  proctor  involTes  bfai  in  new  «ditm  and 
new  disputes ;  the  sqnire  not    seldom:  d^fnuids 
him^  and  he  is  obliged  to  snbmit  in  fepoM  *nd 
protection,  and  to  reprize  on  the  cottager ;  so  that 
it  often  happens  that  the  dergyman  shall  not  re- 
ceive the   thirtieth,   and  the    peasant  shall  pay 
more  than  the  tenth ;  the  natural  result  of    ^is 
is  a  system  which  males  the  parson  dependant 
on  the  rich  for  his  repose,  and  on  the  poor-  for  his 
subsistence.     I  am  sure  the  spirit  of  many  efergy- 
men,  and  thejastice  of  many  country  gentlemen,  re- 
sist such  an  evil  in  many  cases ;  but  the  evil  is  laid 
in  the  law,  which  it  is  our  duty  and  interest  to  re- 
gulate. 

^^  From  a  situation  so  ungracions,  from  the 
disgrace  and  loss  of  making  in  his  own  person 
a  little  bargain  with  squires,  farmers,  and  pea- 
sants,  of  each  and  every  description,  and  from 
non -residence,  the  Parson  is  obliged  to  take  te* 
foge  in  the  assistance  of  a  character,  by   nam? 
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wyinm&fhj  profesaiei  an  •Mtorijaimf 
thu-^emtovlioDer  4»eMnim  'part  ef  Ule>6•taUi^blBMt 
aft  ihB€liiiKii;.l^  intaiMt  andi  sUuatioiif  iheVB 
aM^Urodksavipiioti*  ofimehi  he.^is  turetOidlfPMMi^ 
liie  ono  is  the  ParaoQ^  the  o4her  tbaPeopk.  H» 
Mllecto  flosetines  at  My  per  cent ;.  hit  gives  the 
elwgyjBUiii  less  Aaa  he  eugUt  to  receive^  aod 
takes  fron. the: peasants  more  thaa  they  oogbt.to 
pay$  he  is  not  an  ngent  whp  is  to, ccUlept  a. cer- 
tain rsat;  he  ie.  an  adventurer^  who.  gives  a  cer- 
inin  rate  ffbr  the  ptivilege  of  nmkipg  a  bad  nse  of 
an  ttosettkdeliiim}  this  claim  over  the  powers 
of  eoUeetiony  and  whut  is  teaming  or  provoking 
hi  tlioilawy  it  is  in  his  hand  an  instran^ent  qot  of 
JQfliiee.but  of.  usuiy;  he  sometimes  «^ts  the  tithes 
to  a  second  Tittie. farmer/  so  that  the  land  be- 
comes  a  prey  to  a  snbordina^on  of  vultures. 

<^  In  arbitrary  conntsies^  the  revenue,  is  col- 
lected by  men  who  far^  itf  and  it  is  a  mode  of 
oppression  the. most  severje  in  the  ippst  arbitrary 
country ;  the  farming  of  the  revenue  U  given  to 
the  Jews.  We.  introduce  this  practice  in  the  col- 
lection of  Tithes^  and  the  Tithe-farmcr  frequently 
caUs^  in  aid  of  Ghristianity,  the.  arts  of  the  syna- 
gogue $-«-obooxioos  on  account  of  all  this^  the 
nnoffendiog:  clergyman,  thrown  off  by  the  rich 
upon  the  poovi  cheated  most  exceedingly  by  his 
Tittie-farmer^   and   afterwards    involved    in  bis 


ddiam^  becbnes  an  objeet  of -odtmge ; '1»  ^^pifo^ 
perty  and  person  are  both  attacked^   and^tiiriMith 
tbe  religion  and  laws  of-  yonr  country    seattdHfr 
Ihsed  and  disgraced.    The  same  cause  Wkkdt  ^. 
duces  a  riolent  attack    on  the  clergyman  mong 
the    lower    order    of    fhe  comniunity^  pnddees 
among  some*  of  the  higher  orders  a  languoir    atid 
neutrality  in  defending  him.    Thus  dutragiid  and 
forsaken  he  comes  to  Parliament;  we  aUnsr 'tte 
barbarity^  we  punish  the  tumult^  we  acknowledge 
tbe  injury^  but  we    are  afraid    of  administering 
any  radical  or  eflectual  relief;  because    we  are 
afraid  of  the  claims  of  the  Church ;  they  ''  claim 
tbe  tenth  of  whatever  by  capital^  industry,  or  |iA* 
mium^  is  produced  from  land.       One  ihonHsknd 
men  claim    this^    and    they   claim  this  without 
any  stipolation^  for  wbat  appears    fbr    the  sup- 
port of  the  poor^  the  repair  of    the    cfadrcA^y  'or 
even    the  residence  of    the  preacher.    AlafiMd 
at  tbe  extent  of  such  a  claim^  we  conceive  that 
the    difficulty  of   collection  is  our  security^  and 
fear  to  give  powers  which  may  be  necessary  for 
'  tbe  collection  of  customary  Tithes^  lest  the  Clergy 
should  use  those  powers  for  the  enforcing  of  a 
long  catalogue    of    dangerous    pretensions.    We 
have  reason  for  this  apprehension;  and  tbe  last 
clause  in  the  riot- act  has  prompted  a  clergyvMUi 
in  the   South    to   demand  the  Tithe  of  Agist- 


inrhich  jipw  act  u^mdod  to  auapose*  The  pre* 
arajt.atale  of  the  elargirmaii  is^  that' he  cannot 
ctdleoi  hjb  cuatomaTy  Titte  without  the  inter- 
ferepee  of  Parliament,  and  Parltuaent  cannot  in- 
terfiere  without  making  a  general  regulation^  leet 
any  asiistaoee  now  given  should  be  applied  to 
the  e^foreemeot .  of  dormant  elaims — ambiguous 
and  unlimited. 

f^  ThuS|  I  lubnut  to  this  House^  the  situation 
of  the.  cieigf^  as  well  as  of  the  people-Hsall  on 
you  to  take  up  at  large  the  subject  oi  the  Tithe.  , 
You  have  two  grounds  for  such  an  investigation 
*-*-the  distress  of  the  eler^^  and  the  distress  of  the 
pe9ple. 

^^  Against  your  interference  three  arguments 
are  .dbijected,  two  of  which  are  fictitious^  and 
one  only  is  sincere.  The  sincere  but  erroneous 
objection  is^  that  we  ought  not  to  affect  in  any 
degree  the  rights  of  the  Church;  to  which 
I  answer  brieflyj  that  if^  by  the  rights  of  the 
Churchy  the  customary  Tithes  only  are  intended^ 
we  ought  to  interfere  to  give  and  secure  the 
fall  profit  of  them;  and  if^  by  the  rights  of 
the  Church,  are  meant  those  dormant  claims  I 
alluded  to,  wc  ought  to  interfere  to  prevent  their 
operation. 

•   <^  Of   the   two    arguments,    that    one   on   pe- 
titions  relies    oju    the   impossibility    of    making 
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any    eommutatioii ;    but  ^  das    ai^iMi^    nij^ 
fears    the    change    than    the    difficolty,      Thia 
ai^m^nt  is  surely  erroneous,  in  supposing  that 
the  whole  yf\t  of  man,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
cannot;  with    all   its    ingenuity,  find  a  method 
of  providing  for  9000  persons.     We   who  pro- 
vide for  so  large  a   Civil  List,  Military  List, 
Pension    List,    Bevenue    List,    cannot   provide 
for   the    Church.     What!    is  the   discovery  of 
the    present    income  of  the    Church    an   impe- 
netrable mystery?    Or  is  it  an  impossibility  to 
give  the  same  income,  but   arising  from  a   dif- 
ferent  regulation,   fixing   some   standard  in   the 
price    of    grain ;    or  if   commutation  be  out  of 
the   power  of  human    capacity,    is    this    estab- 
lishment   of    a    modus    impossible  ;     different, 
perhaps,    in  the  different    counties,    but    prac- 
ticable   in    all?    Or   if    not    practicable,     bow 
comes  it  that  there   should  be   a  modus  estab- 
lished  in   some   parts    of    Ireland    already    for 
some    titheable    articles?     Is    it   impossible    to 
have    a   moderate    modus   on    corn,     and    some 
modus    on    pasture?    Or  to  lay  on  potatoes  a 
very     small     modus,      or    rather    to    exonerate 
them  as  well  as  flax?    Would   it   not   be  prac- 
ticable   to  get   rid   of    the    Tithe-farmer,    and 
give   his   plunder   between   the   people   and  the 
parson?    If  all   this    be    a    difficulty,    it   is  a 
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^jfllfiidtj  whidh  is  wcirtby  of  yw^  ftad  tf  yra  luc- 
oeed  in  any  part  ef  it,  ycm  do  nerviee. 

^^  The  afber  argument  relies  on  the  iimee,  and 
I  ftcknowkdge  they  ave  an  obfeeUon  to  the  Bill  at 
present,  but  hom  agatast  the  laying  the  founda* 
tion  now  0f  a  measwe  to  take  place  on  the  restora* 
tion  of  public  peace ;    it  may  be  an  indueement 
to  that  peace,  it  cannot  be  an  incentire  to  the 
contrary ;  it  is  giving  Oo^iremnent  the  fall  force 
of  reward    and  punishment;  and  I    iqiprehend, 
if  no  step  whatsoever  was  taken,  and  no  debate 
introduced  at  present,  nothing  would  be  done  in 
future.     I  shall  therefore  trouble    you    with   a 
motion  now,  and  next  Session  with  a  Bill  on  that 
subject^ 
He  then  moved  the  following  resolution : 
'^  That,  if  it  shall  appear,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the    next  Sesidon  of    Parliament,  that 
public    tranqnillity   has  t>een  restored  in   those 
parts  of  the  Kingdom  that  have  been  lately  dis- 
turbed, and  due  obedience  paid  to  the  laws,  this 
House  will  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
Tithes,  and  endeavour  to  form  some  plan  for  the 
honorable  support   of    the  clergy,  and  the  ease 
of  the  people. ^^ 
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To'the  preeedHig  speech  Mr.  Secretary  O&BS 
replied  in  the  ibHewing  "virorde  t-^^^e  this*  slioiit 
speeeh  eontaine  all  iiie  leading  obfeetiotts  of 
Mr.  ChnitlaaVi  oppmieiitey  we  ekall  ^ve  4t  ineer^ 
tian^  as  well  for  the  parpose  itf  **  exhtbittng'  the 
Mffaistry  whieh  opposed'  itself  to  ewsy  honest 
and  heuevolent  effort  then  made  by  the  friendb 
off  Ireland^  as  to  ^e  to  the  readw  aa  oppovi 
toDity  o€  folly  estiiBaling  tiie  strength  and  tri* 
amph  of  Mr.  Grattan^  when  called  on  to*  refoie 
them. 

^^  Sir^  I  have  listened  with  anxiety  and:  oon^ 
earn  to  the  speeeh  of  the  ri^  hotiovaUe » gen- 
tlenui,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the^jaottm 
with  whtoh  he  conelades  increases  that  ariiiety 
and  coneem.  I  did  inteody  even  while  ha  was 
speakings  to  take  the  liberty  to  remind  him,  that 
ynder  tiio  present  ehrcnmstances  of  the  comrtry^ 
it  walk  impossible  in  any  degree  to  hold  out  aa 
expectation  that  the  House  would  enttt  upon 
thesut^jeet. 

^^  I  did  hope^.  when  the  right  honorable  gen* 
Ueman  admitted  that  the  distreeses  of  the  poor 
people  of  the  South  arose  from  other  causes  thaa 
Tithes,  from  excessive  rent,  and  insufficient 
wages^  he  would  put  an  end  to  the  conversation 
I  did  think  that  having  ssid,  as  the  rent  incpeased 
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HUim*  Tiiie  Mgkt  to  be^MHMied^  he  woild 
k»re  peraeimd  tkat  gaeli  at  piriileijple  wouM  go 
to  Owntttr  extiilelion  of  Tithes  iviieiwT^r  the 
Nst  roaeto'^a  ^eftain  hfff^;  «id  I  dkywiw  d»* 
•hn^'  that  if  wfr  look  at  the  benelt'  of  tim  jfom 
tlffoogh  esch  a  mediau  u  this,  IiiHist  give  my 
dbdiled  oppoeitioa  to  U;  for  notUngthak  I  hktva 
heard  shall  hidoee  nse,  at  this  time,  and  luder  the 
pfesottt  ckeoeMtaneee  of  ther*  eeantiy,  to  ^re  aa 
•pillion  that  the  snbjeet  oagfat  ever  to  he  die- 
cnssed ;  and  setting  aside  all  other  reasons,  I  will 
not  hold  ont  any  expectation  to  people  in  their  sit* 
mtioil. 

^^^The  tight  henoraUe  gentleman  has  said  he 
will  agaia  bring  forward  thiff  sahjeet  to  the  notice 
of  Parliament.  Sir,  there  is  no  member  more 
capable  of  giving  eonse^faence  to  any  siAject,  or 
Who  wonld  be  listened  to  wiHi  more  atteatiott  by 
this  Hoose,  than  the  right  honorable  g^iMeman ; 
hat  I  entreat'  the  House,  again  and  ag&in,  that 
they  will  suffer  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
to  retain  his  intention  in  his  own  breast,  and  give 
it  no  encouragement.  For  my  own  part,  if  I  am 
now  forced  to  pass  my  jndgment  on  this  prdposi* 
tioa,  1  shall  in  the  most  decided  mannei^  say  no^ 
not  only  with  respect  to  the  present  moment^  but 
with  respect  to  fdtntity ;  for,  Bir,  should  we  agree 
to  the  motion,  we  AwM  capitolate  with  insure 


teetMB^  Kftd  offMrirMranAfmr  <l«iitobeiiiJiiM4b1iie 
Jaw6^  on  iriikb  wto  Iriive  a^gbt  to  Mmt. 

<^  The  light  bdtiorable  geftileiiM  sigri  ithiiA 
olher  psrts  of  Ibe  eouBltyy  M  woU  u  the  Awthi 
eottplain  of  gnovaneet  bat  that  they  do  not  at 
thk  momeiit  press  for  atieutioB.  8i^  they  an 
vary,  vite  in  tlri%  their  comdiitet  in  ^nfww^lf  aoBk 
■leDdaUe,  aid  I  would  adviee  them  stro^^y  t« 
eannder  the  ill  eoaseqaeiieea  that  evea  a  regard 
to  them  mi^t  be  iiiteaded  with;  that  Hiif^t  be 
attributed  more  to  a  eeateesioii  to  tumuU^  ihaa 
to  a  just  cooeideration  ^  their  ehmn;  This 
Hoese  will  always  b^  ready  to  listen  to  the  eoat^ 
plaints  of  the  people,  when-^RMd  in  a  e»iiflfita». 
tional  matiiier.  Notbiiig  has  reaehod  w  m  4liit 
way — ttapeti^on  to  make  m  acquainted  wHbgriev* 
ant^es  preceded  the  improper  att«nppt  to  rediass 
them  by  force.  I  do  not  mean  to  dM  for  petitioi% 
for  if  any  were  offered  dnrtag  the  eoatimuvee  ef 
distorbAnees,  they  ou^t  not  to  bo  listened  Uk  U^ 
indeed,  we  were  to  form  a  jndgment  erf*  the  realitj 
of  tfadr  distresses  by  their .  mode  of  proeee^^;^.  wt 
shoald  rather  be  disposed  to  give  tho»  little  eredit; 
because  from  the  beginning  they  seemed  to  shun 
all  proper  means  of  soliciting  attention  to  their 
distresses,  they  can  therefore  at  present  appear 
to  us  in  no  o&er  light  than  as  prateneea  for 
ootrage« 


the    rifi^i   ImmioijiI]^  g^tiieina&  >viU    ivitbdrait 


Mr.  6ttATTAN  theft  rose^  and  aMndsne^tks 
Speaker : 

a  ▼Mioiy  of  tfffiumit  wnys^i  and  opjposed'  by««fi 
many  gnitiMien^  tliat  «v#a  at  tlii»  late  boiir  oi 
iim  aight^  I  feel  mjmli  .uader  tbe  D9cei8sUjf  ef 
sakiag  stnM  obsnvaMoii )  mmI  at  the  aama  Umo 
I  uasre  the  House,  ihpJt  nothiii^  but  a  e^\lalifxw 
p£  ihe.fiofml^  (tf  the  i«$>|ioii  ^p«14  maKeme 
9e«i$t  tbe  visb#»  of  sp  niAQy  geotl^mea^  whom 
perjsiHMll;  I  l#ve  aod  respect ;.  h^t  I  would  ap§9af 
%  i:«l9f  lishi  WMif  «hitttld  I9  by  w^hdra?ving  tbf 
n^om  £ive  aoy  gipun4  to  frnfipofe^  tl^^t  I  Iv^v^ 
tatott.  Hf^  tbQ  9olitf^et  ftrithpat.  tbe^  most  mature 
tmmA^ttiiim^  m  thftt  I  ifoi^ld  b««ai:d  «ncb  ^ 
motion  wUlMlit  duly  e^DsidAfingit^  eoqseqaenceff. 
This  is  a^t  the  case ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  t|)e 
^laallMss  of  the  loiiiorUy  in  which  I  might  be 
fooi^^  tbat  would  induce  me  to  relinquish  a  mea* 
sure  Arieing  from  jtt9tiee>  meriey^  apd  true  policy. 
The  oiily  effect  a  defeat  on  the  present  occasion 


can  prodoee  is^  to  coolim  me  m  %  nmhi&$m 
of  doing,  in  tbe  wxt  Bf^fijmnp  that  wludi  ihe 
•itaatiOQ  of  the.  Ohorch  and  tbe  Beople^botliie- 
quire.  I. have  tbe  utaMat  vaimratioiiy  lwe>  aaA 
leap^t  for  the  Oburah,  whieh  I  «ni  d^taimuMMi 
tp  prove^  not  by  worda  only,  but  by  Attft^  .  I 
l|ave  kff^fif  indeed^  very  plaaaijble  pcofeaaieaa  of 
regard  to  the  Church;  but  white  ^ey  teaMUft 
mere  worda^  uuaec<MDipaiiied  by  deeda,  I  ahall 
pay  little  regard  to  them*  I  am  detorauauad  to 
prove  my  affeetion  to  the  Ghurdi  by  my  aetiuaua^' 
by  aeraring  her  Miuiateira  in  an.  hoiMtable..  afi. 
iBent  independenoe^  and  by  remo\4Bg  .every  M«aa 
of  diapute  that  could  endanger  their  peiaana  tm 
propertiea. 

^<  I  could  have  wialied  that  Government  bad 
not  token  any  paH  in  tbe  busioeaa.  I  cannot  aee 
what  an  Bnglish  Cabinet,  or  an  Irish  Secretory^ 
baa  to  do  with  it.  The  genttemeu  of  the  country 
know  beat  their  own  situation ;  it  must  therefore 
l^e  left  to  them.  On  the  Riet.bill,  tbe  House  had 
resolved,  themselvea  into  a  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  speech  which  respected 
the  disturbances;  they  did  not^  howevw,  ex- 
amine at  aH  whether  there  were  any  diatartianeesy 
but  they  adopted  a  measure  more  adapted  to  an 
adult  sedition  than  to  the  suppression  of  a  flying 
peasantry.    However^  as  Ministers  were  reapon^ 
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iiUe  ftvihe  qoiel  of'tte  totmtry^  {he  m«uiira 
was  agreed  to;  Imt  baTing  done  m,  it  certainly 
is  aow  neeessaiy  to  enquire  into  the  distresses  of 
Ml^' peo|^te-*-to  enqtmre  into  tiieirgrieTanees  after 
Miey  h&d  become*  coerced  into  obedience — after  it 
has  been  deelarod,  by  some  of  the  first  oAcera  of 
the  Stated  and  allowed  ty  every  one^  ttat  they 
were  bowed  down  witii  misery^  and  ground  to 
powder  with  ofipression ; — waiter  we  had  passed  a 
law  to  shoot^  and  to  hang,  and  to  whip,  and 
to  bi^nisb^  and  to  imprison  then,  could'  it  bo 
thought  too  soon  to  enqniro  into  their  grieryances? 
It  mighty  indeed,  be  too  late,  hot  the  dignity  of 
Farlitment  would  be  injured.  And  how  has  tb6 
right  honorable  gentleman  maintained  that  dig- 
ni^?  By  sealing  up  the  lips  of  the  majority^ 
and  pronouifeiiig  his  veto  against  compassion.  I 
should  bave  wislied  he  bad  not  rose,  or  that  the 
imperi&l  vet&  had  not  sealed  up  the  springs  of 
humanifty. 

<^  It  has  been  said  that  the  exoneration  of  po-. 
tatoes  from  tithe  would  be  of  no  advantage  to 
the  poor.  Where  have  gentlemen  learned  this 
doctrine?  Certainly  not  in  the  report  of  Lord 
Carhampton.  Or  will  they  say,  that  taking  six- 
teen shillings  an  acre  off  potatoes,  is  no  benefit  to 
the  miserable  man  who  depends  on  theA  as  his 
only  food  ? 
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ii  ftdviiiad  t^  uutitiite  a  l«ir««H  for  teHif..  .^ifli 
§»tlMi6B  §erioiis  iflioitilbejr^T«iU»  4idiFio»;f0f 
witlUidy  poiiitaiit^  iMfir  ibe  wui  vM  ^iMitf  ffe 

%mer  ^irha  opprawes  liim  ? 

,  <f  It  h^.  been  said  we  ihopM  not  |^y  uy 
regard  tp  people  in  a  etoie  of  wiii^tanwi  "ttot  it 
woaljd>]>e  devogalory  to  the  dienlkf  .of  f  arliaiMiit^ 
■lad  that  tbey  sboulA  ap^y  k^  pnpe%  Inmu  I 
Ungb  at  tbis.  hoity  toily  k^od  of  language ;  tliem 
eao  aeverbe.4i  lime  vrhtn,  it  ja  ittpnafMir  %.  t^ 
IiegMlatare  to  do  jnatice/' 

^The  (|ae«tion  waa  then. pat  for^fjoiiigi  ift(o<.l|po 
odor  of  the  day^  (to  aopersede  Jtfr.  Gmttiip^a. 
motion)  and  it  was  carried  without  a  iiriHimU; 


On  the  8»th  January,  1788,  Mr,  C^rattan're- 
cffled  to  the'  memory  of  the'  House,  the  nofice, 
whicti  last  *Sfes8ion'he  had  given,  of  his  intention, 
in  -the  course  of  the  present,  to  lay  befbri  (he 
House  n  plan  for  the  commutation  of  Tithes,  and 
better  maintenance  of  the  Clergy.— Hfe  now  gave 
notice,  tftat  it'  was  his  detcrminsition,  its  soon  aa 
the  pul)Iic  busitiess  relatke  to  the  accounts  and 
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ttipply  sHmM  be  dispatched^  to  enter  iminediA(ely 
npofi  Hht  dtitfjeet  of  TMhes;  and  hi  did  not 
d^air  Hf  being  able  to  olfer  in  tb6  Honse  a  plat 
perhapi^  not  altOgetbef  perfect^  bnt  aucAi  as  the 
wisdom  of  Pitirlianient  ttitgbt  easily  mature  hitd 
sncb  a  system  as  wduM  give  tbe  clef gy  it  mora 
comfortable  and  more  honbnrable  soppdrt  tbAtt 
they  at  present  possess,  without  proving  in  any 
degree  burdensome  to  the  farmer,  or  enltivatot 
of  land. — Mr.  Grattan  saw  no  difficnlty  In  uniting 
the  interests  df  the  elergyman  and  farmer,  and 
puifing  an  end  fir  ffter  to  those  dissentions,  S0 
injuriouB  to  both;  at  present  he  would  not  go 
farther  into  the  subject,  becatise  he  conceived  It 
could  not  be  investigated,  on  broad  and  ejttensive 
ground,  till  after  the  public  business  bad  lyeeft 
gone  through. 


On  the  14th  July,  1788,  Jlilr.  Grattan  ad« 
droned  the  House  on  ;the  great  and  intertetivg 
^ues^on  of  Tithes. — Mr.  Beresford  had  intended 
to  bring  forward  a  question  of  considerable  im** 
pertance,  but  conscious  that  Mr.  Ghtittan's  no« 
tice  of  bis  motion,  oa  the  subject  of  Tithes,  for 
that  day,  had  excited  unusual  expectation,  be 
peiltpone<t  the  consideration  of  his  own  motion  to 
ft  future  period. 
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Mr.  GRATTAN  began  by  obfteffliig^^HlKtik 
was  not  his  intenticm  to  sutpriM  the  H<mat»  at 
present^  by  introdtteing  so  importani  la  4ultQt^ 
as  that  of  Tithes.— ^^  would  p»fcr>^  said  lir« 
Grattan,  ^^  submitting  the  grievances  eomplldned 
'  of  by  the  peasantry^  to  a  committee^  who  wimli 
6xauinc  if  they  really  existed  or  not-^Tfaatsneh 
a  mode  of  proceeding  would  meet  With  lAie  ap- 
probation  of  the  House^  I  have  no  doubt^  at 
the  committee,  by  considering  the  magical  error 
in  its  true  form,  would  see  the  necessify  of'  k 
commutation  of  Tithes-— a  commntation  (hat, 
were  I  to  propose  in  the  first  instance,  wiHMut 
convincing  the  House  that  the  peasant!^  werfe 
really  distressed---might  bring  on  an  *op^o0itfAi 
that  I  would  wish,  if  possible,  to  see  avoidibd'oii 
the  present  momentous  subject-^It  vhis  4L  ^o* 
sftton  in  politics,  as  well  as  in  physi^,  -Ibiit  ^fdr 
the'  purpose  of'  removing  the  compla^nf^-  A  was 
necessary  for  the  physician  to  know  the  jMtfAm  cf 
(he  disorder. — ^For  this  purpose  there  are  many 
respectable  witnesses  ready  to  attend,  to  prove 
their  allegations,  which  I  am  convinced,  W^ld 
show  tlie  necessity  of  a  reformation  being  made 
in  the  mode  of  provision  for  the  clergy. — d  'there- 
fDre  move,  ^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  ft 
inquire,  whether  any  just  cau^e  of  discontent 
exists    among    the    people  of    the  provilide  of 
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M<«(ierf  «  of  the  eoaiities  oC  SSq^iipDy,  or 
Gariimr^  on  wbcoojii  ol  Tithe^  or  the  coUeetiou  of 
TilpfCM^  Md.if  uy^  to  report. the  ume,  with  their 

^^  In  this  Committee  I  shall  atate^  and  brips 
etiSenee  of  the  gideyaiieea  undw  i¥h|eb  tb^ 
wretelMd  people  labour* — ^la '  thie  Committee  \ 
drnXl  ftlso  flttbmit  what  oeeura  to  190  as.tbe  j^per 
remedy. —I  do  not  wi^h^  in;  the. first  instanee^  to 
usher  these  matters  to  the  .Hoose^  be:cau9e,  94. 
X  said  before^  I  am.  miwiNins  ^^  ^^^  ^^^.  interest 
of  ^tbe  Oleffgyf^tfae  cag^  of  the  Foor-r-the  hap- 
piMaB  of  the  eonntfy^  upon  my  opiiaoa.-Tl4«.t 
me 'then  ie$eaeh  an  inquiry^  froov  whicli  m^ch 
|;ood^  aidd  no   mischief   whatevier  jcan  possibly 

"JThe  :  Attofney*6eneral  (Mr.  Fitzcibbon^  Af* 
terwMds  Lwd  Clare)  and  colonel  Hohivrt;. ,  oti^ 
jeoted  strongly  to  the  mode  pointed  out.Jiy  ^r^ 
«ratta«u 


:    Mr.  GBATTAN  immediately  rose,  and  spoke 
l^.foUows: 

^^  :8iTi  the  people  in  the  South  have  grievances^ 
apd  one  of.  their  principal  grievances  is  Tithe — 
do,  noit  tahe  it  upon  my  authority^  go  into  a 
Qomnu|tee.  It  has  been  said,  in  defence  of  cle- 
rical  exactions,  that  though    sometimes    exorbi 
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Hat^  ilmy  hwa  imwr  1ii»9  ^t^i  ih  4««(^ifrf 
and  will  prodace  proof  at  your  blMb  4lft:^W- 
bcHmm^  tu  Mine  o£  Um  4is(iirbqA  pwtoi  ^^^ 
boeft  QOt  eiU>rJtiUiii  only,  bu^  JUllOkl  liI(«!W»|e. 
I  will  prove  that,  in  many  inBtani>f)%  7Ube 
.1)M  teem  deivwide^  and  pftid  J»r  torfj  that 
Titbp.cf  turf  has  b(»ea  aaaemed  at  Me.«F  ^Mo 
tiitiUings  a  honsa  like  }ieai!i)i^iii»M9  ^  tftd  In 
addlfaali  «o  Haartb-monfir^  "^i^l^  tU»  diffluwiM, 
that  iv  eaae  of '  HMrtk-ponAy^.  ItH&ra,  >  i«  an 
exen^tion  for  the  poor  ^AiCwtaiiii.dMqtiptiiMi; 
bql  here^  it  is  the  foor  ipC  the^  popnast 
o^eri  thait  .if,  the  most  niiaitoss  pei^loyt  who 
pay.  I  will  prove  to  youj  thiLt  aien  hAfe  hmn 
esoommuidcated  by.  a  vost  illegal  aeptw^ 
for  refusing  to  pay  tithe  of  turf.  I>  hllffe 
Iwo  .  dmreea  in  ray  h^Ad  frwi  .tlia^.*  Yiearial 
Oonrt.  of  Clyne;  the  fiiat  excolomawfiatJAg  ane 
iiMW|.|tb0:  aecond  «xcownanicatiii(|  loHfl  piWy 
.flMat  iUegally^  moat  arbitrarily,  for  r^faaiqigilo 
|iay  .tithe,  of  turf:  nor  has  tithe  of  turf,  wit|iaat 
pretence  of  law  or  custom,  been  a  praetioA  qhHj  ; 
but  in  some  part  of  the  South,  it  had  4ieeB 
a  formed  exaction  M'ith  its  own  distinai  .Md 
facatioiis  appellation^  the  famiUar  ilen^qiwiition 
of  ^moak.mone](,  A  right  to  titha  of  turl  has 
been  usurped  against  law,  and  a  Ie^vil4^ti?e 
power    of   commutation    bas ,  beep  exeroia^  I 


f0» 

^^Im  naii^yit  the  Bmm  ifvlll  go  aHoc^  Hie  it. 
qttiiy,  to  uoBe  the  men  the  perith^  ud  all  the  eir* 
oottetaBeee.  i 

*^  I  ttiiierstand^  that  n  some  euM  ihte  deMrad 
has  eeafted ;  fliat  ia,  it  has  been  interrupted  by  ik^ 
timM  of  ttsistMee  j  not  by  a  respect  for  tlie  law 
(a  sad  encoaragenent  this  te  dishivlianee)  hat  even 
in  some  of  these  cases  l^e  claim  has  heea  ptt- 
serrqdi  Aoo^  fhe  attesipt  has  been  deterred";  and 
to  a«  enitovonr  to  preserve  this  claim^  and  io 
insert  it  in  ihehody  (rf  the  agreetient  'isith 
tiie  palish^  are  we  to  attribntei  tn  som4  ^Httb, 
Intidwstand^  the  defeat  of  composttio%(  and-^of 
concolrd. 

^It  has  beeftt  ui^^^  the  law  would  relieve 
in  jthe  case  of  demand  for  tithe  of  tarf*^&it 
ynn  have  «4mitted  the  poverty  of  the  pM^aat, 
and  yovL  ca^ot  deny  the  expense  of  litigaibM. 
Sir^  'the  law  has  been  applied^  and  has  dot 
relieved. 

^^  X  have  authority  from  a  persooi  now  a  hidst 
eminent  judge^  and  some  years  ^go  a  most 
distii^oished  lawyer^  to  aflRrm  to  this  Honsc^ 
that  he^  in  the  course  of  bis  profession,  did 
repeatedly  take  exceptions  to  libels  in  the 
S]^tual  Court  for  tithe  of  turf,  and    that  they 


were  uniflbrtely  over-nAed  ;  and«*I  *1iav«  4h6  %BM!b 
authority  to  affirm  to  yoa,  that  the  SpirkaaS  Ooorto 
do  mamt^in  a  right  to  titlie  *  for  turf,  and  that  iii  so 
doiiig,  they  have  acted^  and  doact^  in  grbM  tUAa- 
fiotaoftbelaw.  '^* 

*  *^  I  am*  informed  that  •Hihe  has  been  demandM 
fbr  furze  spent  on  tlie  premises ;  and  the^tsfoM^ 
in  eircumstances  not  isubject  to  Tfthe^  a'  deiidiiiid 
oppressive  to  the  poor^  and  repugnant  to-'  (be 
law.   •  .  .         .ri.:? 

'^  Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  iH'&oifae 
of  the  disturbed  parishes'of  the  Sonth^'^Pfthe'lias 
been  demanded  and  paid,  without  cii^ob,  *ttM 
against  law';  and  that  the  BcclesiasticAl  X3oiiil^ 
have  allowed' such  demands  against  lai?^^  andttis 
will  be  verified  on  oath.  '  ''^'*^^  • 

'^The  exactions  of  the  Tithe-proctor  arc' ikfifr- 
ihet  instance  of  illegality — ^he  gets,  he  eil^ets, 
hfe*  Extorts  IVom  the*  parishioners.  Hi  some  -"dlf 
tlie  disturbed  parishes,  one,  frequently  two  sMf* 
Ifngs  in  iiie  pound.  The  elergyman'^s  agetd 
is  then  paid  by  the  parish,  and  paid  extrata- 
ganfly.  The  landlord's  agent  is  liot  pai^  *  in 
thts^'manncr;  your  tenants  donH  pay  your  agent 
ten  per  cent,  or  five  per  cent,  or  any  |<er  centage 
at  all  :  What  right  has  tlife  clergyman  to  throw 
bis  agent  on  his  parish  ?  As  well  might  he 
malte    them     pay  the   wnges    of  his  bhtlcr/'br 
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^^TbM  demao^i  ptlpably  iUegal,  must.lviVfi 
cemmeneed  iu  1iKibery--^an  illegal  perqui^iti 
growing  oat  of  the  abuse  of  power^^a  bribe  fur 
mevqy  ;*-^«8  if  tbe  Titbe-proct^r  was  the  natural 
paat<ural  proteetor  of  the  poverty  of  the  peaeao^ 
figluASJk  tbe  possible  oppressions  of  the  lawji  and 
the  exactions  pf  the  gospel.  He  was  8U]iposed 
to  take  less  than  his  employer  would  exact,  or^  .tb<* 
!%»'  wpnld  allow ;  and  wa»  bribed  by  the  aweal 
of  the  pqer  for  bis  perfidy  and  mercy.  This  ori- 
l^nal  bribe  has  now  become  a  stated  perquisite,  ji 
Avii(lp,  instead  of  being  payment  for.  mod^atioc^.  it 
is  now  a  per  centage  on  rap$idty.  The.  mope  h» 
extorts  for  the  parson^  the  more  he. shall  get  fo): 
h^eU.  ^  .     ,         -   . 

^i  Axe  there  any  decent  Clergymen,  who  w^ 
defend  soqb  a  practice?  Will  they  aUow  that  til^fl 
men  they  employ  are  ruffiaq^;!  who  woul^jehei^t 
t^e. parson^  if  they  did  not  plunder  th^  poqr ;  a^^ 
that  the  clerical  remedy  against  connivance,  isf  to 
make  the  poor  pay  a  premium  for  the  ^ncreiise  of 
that  plunder  and  exaction^  of  which  they  them^ 
s^ves  are  the  objects  ? 

.  <^  I  excuse  the  Tithe- proctor ;  the  law  is 
in.  fauU^^  which  ,  gives  great  and  summary 
Pffwers  to  the  indefinite  claims  of  the  Churchy 
and    suffers    both    to    be   vested  in  the  hands. 
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Bot  only  of  the  parson^  Bat  of  a  wretch  wbo 
follows  hia  own  nature^  when  he  eonverifl 
authority  into  corruption;  and  law  into  peeu- 
lation. 

^^I  have  seen  a  catalogue  of  ^ome  of  their 
charges;  so  much  for  potatoes;  so  fnuch  for 
wheat ;  so  much  for  oats ;  so  much  for  hay — all 
exorbitant;  and  after  a  long  list  of  unconscion- 
able demands  for  the  parson,  comes  in  a  pecula- 
tion for  the  proctor :  two  shillings  in  the  pound 
for  proctorage — tliat  is,  for  making  a  charge, 
for  whose  excess  and  extravagance  the  proctor 
ought  not  to  have  been  paid,  but  punished. 

^<  Thus  peculation  has  now  become  a  law; 
the  proctor^s  fees,  paid  at  first  for  a  low  valu- 
ation, are  now  in  some  cases  added  to  a  full  one; 
and  the  parish  b  obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  to 
the  proctor,  for  the  privilege  of  paying  the  full 
Tithe  to  the  parson. 

^<  Under  this  head  the  allejgatioa  is,  that  the 
Tithe-proetorsy  in  certain  parishes  in  the  South, 
do  ask  and  extort  from  the  poor  parishioner  one 
or  two  shillings  in  the  pound,  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  proctorage — a  fee  at  once  illegal  and  op- 
pressive ;  and  this  they  are  ready  to  Verify  at  your 
bar. 

'<  It  has  been  said,  that  an  equity  has  been 
always  observed,  in  favour  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil. 
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SlUiyLbiivMMid^  MlketODtniteted;  Mid  it 
urilL  hm  fFoirod,  tint  ia  aose  of  the  dktartifid 
pwnhesy  the  ieoui^dB  «f  liie  foUowidg  ttrtklte  i»iU 
ba  foatid  to  fay  TUkia  f^wbaat,  fivtato^Si  barley, 
beer,  rye,  flax,  hemp,  sheep,  lambst  nukb-cowa^ 
Uitt,  pigs^  apples,  peaohea,  bees,  cabbage, 
taiara  $  in  aome,  oblaiiioiM,  edater-offeriag^,  burial 
money. 

<^  I  underataod  thai  every  tbing^  of  any  «on- 
M^ueace,  which  is  tithed  ia  any  part  of  Ireland^ 
is  tithed  in  Monster;  that  potatoes,  which  are 
tithed  in  aa'otlier  part  of  Ireland,  are  titbed 
herd ;  and  that  each  artiele  is,  in  most  of  the  dis- 
turbed parts,  tithed  higher  than  in  any  other  part 
of  Ireland. 

^^  I  understand  that  it  will  appear,  that  in  some 
parts  of  Kerry,  they  tithe  potatoes  I2.«^wheat 
16«. — ^barley  13«. — oats  12s.— hay  28. 

^'  In  Kerry  they  do  not  measure  by  tbe  acre, 
bnt  the  spade.  They ,  reckon,  as  I  am  informed, 
the  breadth  of  their  potatoe-ridge^  or  trench,  to 
be  an  Irish  perch,  or  ten  feet  and  an  haff ;  the 
length,  therefore,  when  330  perches  make  an 
acre,  they  measure  by  the  spade  length,  which 
is  five  feet  and  an  half  long;  twenty  of  these 
Irish  spades  they  suppose  to  contain  eighteen 
stone  of  potatoes,  or  what  the^  call  two  Kerry 
pecks ;  and  as  there  are  little  more  than  sixty- 

L  8        '    ■"* 
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one  fieort  nptiAw  in  tbe  bed  of-  MO  perehes^  that 
is^  in  an  acre^  the  whole  qaantit^  pf  potetoes  is 
yalue^  at  llOO,  or  12S  Kerr^  P!^^^'  yhich  ^aye- 
rages  at  twenty-pence  thp  peck^  that  is  20s/  tlie 
^cre  for  tithe  of  potatoes.  .  ^  ^ 

^^  In  ^  parish  in  the  county  of  Cork|.!(^  un- 
derstand^ the  foilowii|g  djemand  was  made^  and 

,  <^.  Wheat  8s.  the  English  acre — ^barle;y  ^  the 
same-r^meadow  4s.-r--oats  ^. — potatoes  ISs. — 
.proctor^s  fees  Ss.  S<2«  in  the  ponnd^  and  this  nptibr 
j^ne  ff^9iff  but  a  succession.  This,  whep  vulued  by 
^he  Jrisji  acre,  is,  for  wheat  13^. — tiarley  *i8s. 
|nei^ow«^s.  M. — oats  6s.  6(2,— potatoes  19s.  .. . 

^<  This  will  better  appear,  by  stating  to  you  some 
of  the  proctor's  bills  for  a  series  of  years,  which  I 
jint|?rstand  will  be  ppve^  at  your  bar.        .,  ^ 

*      '' '"  '^  '  In  the yekr  lySS.'  '  ' "  '"  '' '"' 

ifm  S.  W. 

for'XlS  EpglUh  aeres  of  mea.dow  Si.  ifSI'^"9 
■  16  <iUto  barley  .....'.....'  5     4*'  »0 

8'dittooats    •  i  •  !rs'   6 

"         S  ditto  potatoes 1     ^4  ''0 

S0.  proeCorage  : "8' '  5  "  0 

t  I 

In  the  year  1^83.  '  '^    ' 

92  EtJglish  acres  of  meadow  .  .   18      '&  ■  • 
18  ditto  oats '9  -     0     0 


.i75 

4  ditto  j^otatbes     :  S  8     0 

'2g.  in  we  poun\l  proctorage  .'.'.'.'    '  t  *l1t*   0 

'TalaaticAi  lor  1784.  ' 

74tacre8  of  meadow  •.•'..•....  14*    0     O' 

9  ditto,  second  crop  potatoes  •  .  .'  •    4  10     0 

ForlTSS.  ' 

8  acres  barley,  second  crop  •  •  •  •  S  1^'    6 

4  ditto  potatoes,  second  crop  .  •  •  '    tl  iO^  0 

For  1786.  •  •  ^^^^ 

3  1-S  acres'  potatoeli  and  flax  ...  S  SI  "^  D 

Sditto  barley  V . ...  *     0  Ifi  ^0 

"7  ditto  meadow  .  .  .  . ' ,  ; .  1  10 

lOcows  •  •  . .  .  ; .  . : . '.  .  •  .  0"  8^    i 

^^  You  will  observe,  that  these  are  all  the 
English  acre,  and  make  the  acreable  rata^es 
about  what  I  haw  stated,  in  round  numbers^  I 
hlive  also  to  produce  several  affidavits  of  different 
peoplp,  (peasants  I  suppose  they  are)  from  thie 
countjf  of  Gork.  The  brief  of  which  aflldavit* 
I  wiU  now  state  to  you  ;^hey  depose,  that  a 
chaige  was  made  of  ten  shilllng9  (BngUsh  aero 
I  am  informed)  for  wheat,  and  ten*  for.  potatoes,  of 
the  worst  kind. 

^<  That  a  charge  was  made,  of  twenty  shillings 
for  an  acre  and  half  of  h|i,rley,  and  ih»\  t^e  crop 
wasrabad  one.  ,f^  , 


lialf  an  acre  of  oats,  -bi;;^  *■ 

^   «  Thegr  prove  tlw^  |ko„TilUie{Aii«f  kkn^m*  of 
;i»te,  )a  «fi|i«  parfai,  f^  f  |o  fl^ifr  i«^^ttim»^the 
SbglNdi  ware  forpotatsfsj  fr^n^  tp^^:OT  4ft>i^- 
liogV^for  wheat ;  «nd  fo*  biurJLe;^,  oats,  and  liay^  in  a 

^il^lav.pfopiHtiop t     .!;..• 

,.,<'Tliey  prove  ihiil  tho  ehwfes  io,;!tW.JiS<»)e- 

:ll{|Mtical.Coart9  bave  8w.eUed  to  ten  tines  ;t])A^.9|i- 

s^alrsuffl.  ...  .-.,.,-  ,,,l,.„ 

: : '  '<  llwy  prove  that  tlie  Tithe  .4eni4«^(f»yn  4SS99, 

in  some  instances,  exceeded  the  rack-rent  .||q^ 

l^f  d<;  they  prove  that  it  ia  a  practioe  ta  «h«^for 

jppre  aeres  Aan  the  peasant  has  in  tiljiaBfl  jjigd 

tUpy  po4iiie  tJM/ehMg«  of  the  pw9t^,  ianAjQis 

.fUtwni of  tlKi/^^Fvegr^ir.;  they  provp  tjlMt^lboJuiiMi 

«4Mi«4s.iin.a«i|»»  nw^AHcea,  iai^TI^  frgco^iA/ailB 

,.Tirtiw«C:t|ie  Tithe,     ..  .1..  .  -M  ,•.'.•.- ,., 

,  .,y:Th<9r  pmve  im  yBc)»vi#i«p  mA HA^MHiittUe 

.«l(m)t^    T^hut  .credit  is  t«r  be:,g^enito?ilhti)e 

«(Bd«vit«,<j|oo  will,  be  the  best.  jailg0..w«lmi.y«n(«o 

yoffk,  ^M  eeitnittea;    hot  th^  I;thpk»  «vn,-fp 

tfte:.s^toflUff^»,yoll  ea)»  .<leei4«  %^t  thvae>|ff«4ypto 

have  been   oppressed   by    Tithe,   aa4.  •ItfHfcVtP' 

|di)4.]^  :»tlA;flirtiaUy  tli«8«.wen  m^.stjMp  their 

^Wt^  •Mf»i.»t,it  4PP«fti:S(  tha^  they  }^^\^  »^«m« 

.^iuch.you  ongh^  to  ponuder,  and  tjiat^tl^ii^J^ 
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alleged.  -  •     »  —  .  m  •  •    » ■ 

1*    A I'uMlersliiid;  ik  'ihe  eotoft^  df  50)9^  ibqxiiry 

It^'^rfir  aflpetf;  ^at^ili^D^  mu^Q^eirlattly  liiid 

T^lMtjr  raised  h&Ok  fKUH^  8001.  by  tht  new  ki- 

^eiiinbent;  ffaot  a  farm^  from  ISI.  a  year  Tltlie^ 

has  been  raised  to   602. — that  a  livings  ill  (M#e 

di^lbedf  p&rts/from  t30t.  hair  bfe^ni  in  1h4  same 

lAM'tt^    and  mpediliot^  raised    to    d46l.i^^Ai 

another  Uving^  in  these  disturbed  partsy  Millie 

game   iitfaikf^r^   has    been  raked  fhttn*  sdbl:'  to 

iOXM.        »  r  -,    f  or 

•  -tiv^'undeVstabd^  it  vril!  appear  Id  you/ thai  Hit. 

'Ha^heMr  demanded  and  paid  f^'li  U6teiy  "tie 

<Mnlp<4tf  i»ftte?h  was  only  ill.  llM  ;^fihat  fti^lrifs 

:^b«sMUitt  irate  of  those  <risturbed  paiti  rated^t^xoK 

iriltdb^^^llttC  rape'  h»  been  Mte»d  at  'oMgUttea 

an  aere;  nay^  one  return  goes  so  fa'  tk^tb  ^f^ 

)l4l;'iMredeiMiididfcr  fonr  acres  of  tape. '  'Theso 

pafliculars  yon  witl  judge   of^  'when   yon  ofito 

''  f&M  f  oMimittee^  how  far  -  tbey  ^  may  be  exa^erk« 

<9otis^  howiiki^  they  taa'y  h^  grierances;  afWir  (^^f 

-ifcllowance  for  sanguine  statement  on  th«  part  of  the 

•llQshaiudmfan.  /    '     " 

'-  '«<^  Biii  thife  are  sottB  fetnrad '  w%ieh  (iaanot  fta 

'  axaggeMMons^  and   which    aire  *  exntbit&ttt— ^T(6y 

urethe  tetarnsof  the  pi^per  ofteer  appointed  t>y 
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the  Codrt  of  Obancery/to  tiy  pedfidlifl  iitiil^'lke 
eottipeitiiairoiif-fidt. 

From  Limeric  there  are  fiye,  one  U 
PlAx,  from  .  '.  .  i3k  Co  0«.  |    Meadow,  ffont  •'  ».  k^.  to'^. 

Wheat 6    —    0    I    Lambs 0    8    -.0 

Baifc^'*  ^'«  •  -  '^    ~    ^   r  C^^  ••.•••  .0    9  a«:»8 
OaU 4    ~    ff    I    Reeeitert' fees .  9   «   ik«  0 

Proved  to  hare  been  constantly  paid. 
November  ffUif  1787— Average  vidaation  allowed* 


Flai '.  . 
Vtflattfef  . 

.10  r    • 


Per  Acre. 
.  125.    Od. 
.  iO      o 
..6      0 

Cows  4(f .  each. 


Oats  .  .  . 
Meadow  • 


Pet  Aere. 
.  .  .    4&     Oil. 


fff'  ■ 


,  .-.Qctolier  31^  1767— AveraK^valnatioii  allowed. .     ^, 


Per  Acre. 
Fotaloei^V  ....  loi.   orf. 


Per  Aeit. 
Oats  .  .  .  ...  ."r'^ksAML 

Meadow,,  wnn -'.r,?. .^jAt 


Ck^wa  3<f.  eaeh. 


<>' 


i/.Hl^d 


f '    .  r SiMnber  ltih» i7«7-«^vmi^  vaAiMitiaYf^i^rf^.  7 „.. 

Oats 


•      •      ■      a      ■      .      .     99.        Vll. 


^■f  I.   .«  Per  Aeve. 

Wheat 9s.      od. 

rAafoM  V  :  .  .  .'8  -    '0- 

?i*J ^        • 

Sheep  4d  ;  Cows  2d»  each. 

Qetoh^r  I8tl|s  ir87— ViawtiMi,  g^  reppnt  Bia4e.fto|^X«id 

! :       .  fi}l|aaeellor^ 

•Per  Aere. 

Potatoes 12s.    6d.        Barley iOs. 

Fliui  .  .  .  4  .  .«jl«  I  o  .    f  Oluls  .*..•....  fe.'v©. 

Meadow a      § 


■  rf  !•' 


I    ••^•itti«? 


at 


Cow 


12       0 
*10    '6 


g,'3tf;— Sheep  and  Lambs  togiMher;  M  -' 


n 
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from  the  proper  officer  Appointed)  ^itxy..||fy|f^lfH^ 
The  retarn  consists  of  different  ureable  ratages. 
T^  we^  I  jkin^  tol^4^  Id  t|iat.counf|7,  is  ttfe  ^^^ 
Biba^ei  ifso5tbente^ei|anas  follow:  -^ 


^BOatoes. 
E.A.Ir.A. 

8.      S.      Cf. 
0      8     1 

Wheat 
£.A.IriA. 

Barley. 
£.A.Ir.A 

J  8.      S.      rf. 

£.A.lr.A. 

s.    9.    d, 

MeailMv  { 
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8.      8.     <^. 

6     ,9     9.. 
5^  11     4' 
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T^  —    »-* 

T  V  1* 

'^^zrn 

*  '9  i3  ■  0 

7  11     0 

.^  -^    .. 

3     4     10 

;2       3     3 

9  14    0 

8  13     0 

ir«  8     1 

4     6       6 

8       4  4<0^4 

010  la    0 

10  16     O  , 

.  A     9        9. 

0*'.O       8 

4      Sff^9 

^'1  believe  there  is  no  mao  who  hears  these 
cliarges,  that  will  not  pronoanco  some  of  them 
exorbitant;  uncon8cional)Ie,  and  totally  different 
fepm  those  .which  the  advocates  for  Tithe,  havi^ 
ventolred  publicly  to  acknowledge  or  defend.  I 
believe  no  man  who  hears  these  ratages^  that  will 
notstty;  ttatt-eoBM  ef  them  preelnde  the  idea  of 
my  e^Qity  in  favour  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil^  and 
that  the  persou  who  makes  soeh  a  demand  mean^ 
to  exact  the  last  penny  of  his  elaim^  and  if  he  tidk* 
of  moderation  is  a  hypocrite. 

'^As  topdtsilyeg/  thi^  clergyman  Atagbttnti  i# 
|»roeeed  with  reference  to  the  produce^  but  the 
price  of  labour:  in  the  ^rts  of  which  I  have  been 
speakings  the  price  -of*  lal|>ouf»  is  not  more  tbsa 
0d.  a  day  the  year  rouni ;  that  is,  6L  4s.  ^H^ 
year ;  supposing  the  l^hqwer  to  work  ewry  day 


m 

bvQken  wMilMir^  and  holidays,  jou  dipuld  8tr|^ 
off  more  than,  a  sixtU:  he  liaa  not  in  fact  ibn 
ttwe  Ihan  91.  a  year  by  bis  labour ;  hia  tuofilj 
average  abmit  five  persona,  nearer  aix^  of  ^ijfi^fm 
the  wife  may  make  sometbiDg   by  spinning;  (in 
these  parts  of  the  coantry  there  are  considerable 
maDafactotias.)     Five  pounds  a  year^  with   i\\e 
wife's  small  earning^^  is  the  capital  to  sopjKort 
such  a  family,  and  pay  rent  and  hearth-moBey, 
and  in  some    cases  of  illegal  exactiomi   smoak- 
monoy   to    the    parson. — When  a  gentleman  of 
the  church  of  Ireland  comes  to  a  peasant  so  cir* 
comstaffcedi  and  demands  IS  or  l6s«  an  acre  for 
ttth^  qX  potaU>es**he  demands    a  child's    provU 
iion — he  exftcts  contribution  fipm  a  pauper — ^ha 
^eana.  :fjrom  wretchtd^Qc^s — he    leases  /ram  «f<^ 
n«y-"4ia  fatteqs    on    hnngf^,,  rafgednesa^.  an^ 
iaititiii»an<i-~In  vain  ah^ll  he  apK^  to  aoch  i|^,mai^ 
tim  proctor'a  valuation^  wd  inform  Jbim,  tbi^t  an  . 
acre  of  .potatoes,,  well  tilled,  and  in  gpod  i^r^nnd, 
should  prpduce  so  many  barrels ;  that  each  harrely 
at  the  mfUrkei  price,  is  worth,  ^o  ni,any  ahillin§ii^ 
which,  alttt  allowing  jfor   digging, .  tithef  ^t^  aa 
mncb. 

^<  Thapoaaant  may  answer  thia.ri^a^Qiiing  Iq  tbe 
Khle;  ha  majr  set  up  against  tb#  ti^he^nBoctor's 
raluatiiHi  the  New  TetlMient«i-tha   pretqits  oC 


GKrist  against  tbe  clergyman'i  arftlimctic )  tbe 
parson^fl  spiritQal  profe8sion9  against  his  temporaV 
^xaeUons,  and  in  the  argument,'  the  peasant 
would  have  the  advantage  of  the  parson.  It  i« 
mi  odious  contest  h^twe^n  poverty  and  luxury *-*• 
between  the  stru^les  of  a  pauper  and  the  luxury 
of  a  priest. 

^^  Such  a  ihan  maling  such  a  demand,  may  have 
many  good  qualities ;  may  be  a  good  theologian ; 
an  excellent  controversialist;  deeply  read  in  church 
history;  very  accurate  in  the  value  of  church  be- 
nefices; an  excellent  high  priest — ^but  no  Chris-  *' 
tian  pastor.  He  is  not  the  idea  of  a  Christian 
minister— -the  Whiteboy  is  the  least  of  his  foes — 
his  great  enemy  is  the  precept  of  the  gospel  and  thi 
example  of  the  apostles.  ' 

^^  With  respect  to  the  rudiments  of  manirfke-   * 
ture,  yod  ought  not  to  proceed  according  either  to 
the  produce  or  price  of  latHinr^-yon  should  (ibserv#  - 
ani^uil^  in  favour  of  themffnafaetorfer.     When  - 
ISs.  an  acre  are  demanded  forftix,  the  tithe  if  ^^ 
ialftl  to  the  progress  of  the.  linen  trade  in   the 
Sonth-^und  the  great  words  tncr^os^  andm^itlifly 
meet  obstructbn  in  -ttis  instanee,  from   sam^  of 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  or  those  employed 
by  them,  preventing  tbegrotvth  of  aiaMtfketttre 
and  population,  by   the   excuss  of  demand  and   * 
th«loTe  of  ridhes.    Engfond  ostaliHiAied  a  Modus 
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for  flaxy  a  modus  for  5s. '  an  acre/  aiia  yeiW€ 
linen  manufacture  is  not  the  staple  of 'fiiigfiuidy 
but  was  given  up  by  England  to  be  the  staple  of 
Ireland.  The  Parliament  of  England  estalilisoes 
there  a  modus  of  6s.  an  acre  for  your  staple^  and 
some  of  your  clergy  here  demand  for  it  iks.  an 
acre. 

^^  Under  the  head  of  excess  the  following  alle- 
gation is  submitted  to  your  consideraton ;  that  in 
certain  parishes  of  the  South  the  charge  for  tithe 
has  been  unconscionable^  and  has  not  observed  an 
equity  in  favour  of  the  husbandman^  the  pooFj^  or 
the  manufacturer. 

^^  But  the  law  would  relieve  ;  turn  to  the  Ecele* 
siastical  Courts«-^the  judge  is  a  clergyman,  or 
appointed  by  a  clergyman^  and  of  course  is  a 
party  judge ;  and  though  in  some  cases  bis  per^. 
nal  rectitude  may  correct  bis  situation,  and  prevent 
him  from  being  a  partial^  yet^  from  the  consiitn. 
tion  of  his  court,  he  is  a  party  judge. — The.  Ec- 
clesiastical Courts  in  England  maintained  gravel 
Und  stone  to  be  titheable,  as  some  of  ourp  have 
maintained  turf  to  be  titheable.  Lord  Holt  said, 
they  made  every  thing  titheable  j  "  but,  says  |^e,  I 
do  not  regard  that;  the  Pope,  from  whom  our 
clergy  derive  their  claim,  though  they  depart 
from  its  alleged  application,  subjected  to  tithe 
the  gains  of  the  merchant,  and  the  pay  of  the 


«i|p;:-ri||\e  eanpoB  went  fvtheir^  a|id  held  the^Uhe^ 
oC.(9nif<fti9.n  and  ^adultery  to  be  the  undoubted, 
property  of  the  church,"  .We  are  now  too  en-, 
lightened  to  listen  tQ  claims  carried  to  so  very  grea^ 
an  extent^  and  Bcclesiastical  Courts  are  less  ex- 
travagant  now ;  but  stilly  the  principle  continues^ 
the  bias  continues-^still  they  are  party  courts ; 
the.  evidence^  )ike  the  judge^  is  a  party — ^be  is 
worse,  he  is  frequently  the  servant  of  the  party, 
and  tbe  nature  of  his  evidence  is  the  best  calculated 
to  give  every  latitude  to  partiality  and  corruption  ;-^ 
he  generally  views  the  crop,  when  the  crop  is' 
ripe,  or  when  the  ground  is  red  ;  iu  the  first  case 
he  cannot,  with  any  great  accuracy,  ascertain 
the  quantum  of  produce,  and  in  the  last  case, 
he  cannot,  with  any  accuracy  at  all ;  and  yet,  with- 
out  survey,  without  measure,  and  in  some  cases, 
without  inspection  of  the  crop,  hear  him  swearing 
before  a  party  judge,  to  the  quantum  of  ground  and 
produce ! 

^'  I  have  selected  some  cases  from  the  Ticar's 
Oourt  of  Cashel.— I  will  read  them,  and  on  some 
of'them  will  make  such  observations  as  occur  to 
■ie.  I  will  begin  with  the  year  1766,  to  prove 
tne  present  mode  and  measure  to  be  encroach- 
mcnt. 


im 


1766. 

ttiirdft  off,  iiWQ  Mres  of  bom^  two  Aores  of  mtSf 
five  acpQg  of  oaU^  and  one  acre  ud  an  hilf  of  po- 
^toesi  aad  thtoe  acres  of  moado^ringi  puiih  of 
Ballybrood,  and  county  of  Limeric^  valued  at 
il.  12$.  it  was  proved  that  all  tbe  tithes  of  said 
parisb  belonged  to  promovent,  and  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  tithes  were  subtracted  by  the  im- 
pngnant. 

HanUy  against  Ryan  and  others. — Seven  lambs 
and  fbrty-two  sheep,  8b.  Sd.— -one  acre  of  oats 
and  potatoes,  Ss. — half  an  acre  of  oats,  is.  6d, 
— seven  acres  of  meadow,  at  Is.  6d.  per  acre, 
40s.  «d. 

1767. — They  had  two  acres  of  potatoes,  lOs. 
' — two  acres  of  new  potatoes,  ISs. — three  roods 
of  oats,  Ss.  3d. — six  acres  of  meadow,  at  I9.  6d. 
an  acre — ^forty-one  sheep,  and  twelve  lambs,  at  Sd. 
a  piece,  8s.  iOd. 

.  4768. — ^Tbey  had  four  acres  of  potatoes,  i|.-^ 
})alf  an  acre  of  new  potatoes,  3s. — six  acres  of 
meadow,  Qs* 

September  1,  1769— ^Knochgraffon. 
The  reverend  JCicholas  Herbert  against   Par- 
leer, — Eight  acres  of  wheat,  at  5s.  an  acre. 

MasBey  against     Smithwick. — Oats    one     acrs 


and  M  bfttf,  6f.-^-«k  tli6  knds  of  Ballynagraaa, 
in  the  pamh  ckT  Emly. 

Jlfor^aii  t{;almt  Fitxpuirkk. — ^nill;^damd, 
dkieete  of  Oftsbel.  One  acre  and  a  half  of  here, 
Tflu  6d. — two  aerefii'of  meadow^  at  Ss.  6d.  eacli^ 
0s. — three  acres  of  ^ats^  at  Ss.  6d.  each,  79.  6d. 

February  46,  1771. 

JDoctor  Jervaia  agaiost  the  Marrisey^$. — ^Half 
an  acre  of  potatoes^  48. — ooe  acre  and  an  half  of 
wheats  12s. — six  acres  of  meadow,  ISs. — two  acrcis 
of  oats,  89.—- one  acre  pf  wheat  and  some  potatoes, 
8s. — one  acre  of  wheat  and  some  potatoes,  ds, — 
one  acre  of  wheat  and  some  potatoes,  8s. — half  an 
acre  of  potatoes  and  oats,  3s. — half  an  acre  of 
wheat,  4s, — half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  4s. — one  acre 
of  oats  and  potatoes,  6s. 

Cooper  against  Gr2t>Mn.-*-0ne  acre  of  oaUi,  3s. 
ML — one  acre  of  here,  Ss. — ^two  acres  of  wheat, 
10s<-^-two  acres  of  rape,  148. 

February  8,  1772. 
Hoyd  against  Hourigan. — Subtracted  in  1770 
an  orchard  on  the  lands  of  Grange,  in  the  parish 
of  Gahirconlish,  two-thirds  of  tlie  Tithes,  1/.  8s. 
8d.  and  on  the  lands  of  Knockeeii,  another  or- 
cbard,  two-thirds  of  the  Tithes  of  which,  d68. 
8d. 
.    Uanley  against  Sadlier. — ^Thirty  acres  ofvmea- 


dow,  at  l8*  id.  ao  M9&^vf^l]i^  Ji^res  of  meadow, 
at  Is.  9d«  aq  a^jre— Decreed,  witii .  6s*  |4^^  <^^— 
Kote,  the  Tands  in  the  Union  of  T^om. 

January  88,  1778. 
Slake  against  JSr^an. — ^Brittas  in  the  parish' of 
Thurles,  impugnant  in  1771  rabtracted  two  one- 
half  acres  of  potatoeSt  at  7s.  6d.— ^ne  acre  of  bar- 
ley, at  5s. — eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  at  3s. — J^A 
in  1772  he  subtracted  seven  one-half  acres,  at  8s. — 
f(()nr  one-half  acres  of  here,  at  7s* — ^four  one-half 
acres  of  barley,  at  5s. — eight  acres  of  oats,  at  58.^^ 
twelve  acres  of  meadow,  at  Ss. 

January  8, 177^.  '  ^ 

Moore  against  several  persons. — ^Barley,  6s.  *6d. 
an  acre — ^wheat,  7s-— meadow,  Ss.  6d.— potatoes, 
8s.--'-in  the  parish  of  Emly.  '  \ 

.  Riall  against  several  persons.— Tiye  one-halr 
acres  of  potatoes,  17.  13s.— two  acres  of  oats, 
8s. — one  one-half  acre  of  meadow,  6s.— one  acre 
of  rape,  8s.— Killenaule,  decreed  with  6d.  cost  in 
eabh.  '■      • 

^Cooper  n^tiinst  €rfman.--Bete,  5s.  an  acrfe--' 

oat8,^4!S.  an  acre,  oats,  8s.  6d an  acre — wheat, 

5fl.s--Deanesgrove,  in  the  parish  of  the  Rocks. 

Herbert  against  JlPJSncrai^.... Wheat,  8s.  an 
acro-'-oats^  3s.  6d.— here  and  flax,  6s.- -potatoes, 
8s. — Knotkgraffon  parish. 


Tit^dJhc^^i  *  against  IWbcWcrV— fiarley,'  Osi^^tt 
acre-^oats^  8s.  '6cl!.-^1iere^  Qne-fourtii  acfe^  Bs.  3d. 
— Ardmayle  parisdi;    ^  v 

Lofkwooi  agaiost  Jlfea^&er.-r^B^ re^  69.  an  aore 
— oats^  30.  )6d«r- wheat^  6a.— ^Ardmayle  parish* 

January  80,  1778. 

Cooper  against  Cunningham. — Thujrlesbegg^  the. 
pf^ri^h  of  the  Ilocks^  oats^  3s.  6d.  an  acre — barle;^^' 
Cs.— ^rape^  Ss. 

4780. 

MiaU  against  i^reefcy.-^Ballingarry  parisb, 
whafiti  if 8^. an  acre — potatoes^  Ss.-^oi^  10&'— 

subtracted  in,  1777- 

Tiemejf  against  deary  and  otbers.-^Parish  of 
Tcnnor,  potatoes^  6s.  an  acre — ^wheat^  7^.— ^be^, 
6s. — ^oatSy  4s» 

Shaw  against  Carroll. — ^Ballysbeebaa  parish^  ^ 
two-^birds  ef  the  Tytbes ;  two  bandred  and  sixty- 
fiye  barrels  of  potatoes,  growing  on  four  one-bnH: 
acresi  at  3s.  6d.  a  barrel^  3^  is.  3d. — ^fort;|[-tlifo 
barrels  of  wheat,  on  seven  acre«^  SZ.  ISs^-H^xty* 
four  barrels  of  bere^  on  four  aeres^  iL  10a..ai4.-r^ 
in  all  71.  6s.  6d.  with  12.  cost. 

Hare  against  same. — Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  barrels  of  potatoes^  ope  third  of  thi^  tithes, 
thereof;  12.  9s.  8  l-!8d. — forty-two  barrels^  one  third 


of  iketittiem^mtif^hiS^ 
(Cb%ra,  QM  thM  of  tte  titt«9  thm 
*v<BeoreQ^  with  1Z«  twt  ..!^*  .•; 

Same  against  Mary  Stra/i^.^'VmB  IblmmmA 
thBM)  .huaired  and  &ttf  b^rrela  of  ptt^jtoeti  )f|ie 
half  of  the  tithe  of  whieh^.SSi.  is.  ii.^^^Jlten  ooe 
faniidred  aad  twmty-e^bt  barrels,  one  half  of  Uam 
tithe  of  which,  S2.  6^.  4({.— oats,  one  IraAdved- 
aod  forty.three  barrels,  one  half  of  the  titiie  of 
which,  82.  39.  Sd, — ^flax,  one  half  of  the  tithe  of 
which,  Bs. — hay,  one  hundred  and  twenty-ltve 
tons,  one  half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  62.  0^. — ^io 
all  332.  is.  4d. — The  Archbishop  took  time  to 
consider. 

July  16,  1780. 
Shi^^  against  J^ary  Strang. — ^Naiip  foc^^e 
impugnant  prayed  to  be  let  into  the  oierits,  tint 
his  Grace  over-ruled  him. — ^Nave  then  tendered 
iOL  4&S*  94.  as  a  cpmpensatioq,  which  th^  B^^MIQ- 
vent  refused — Grii^th  prayed  santeace,  lyhiftli 
was  decreed  hy  bis  Grace  for  332.  1««  4f2..w)th  iL 
68.  8(2.  costs. 

,    August  12,  1783. 
Massey  against  Murnane. — Meadow,  five  acres 
12»  and  1/.  05.  8^.  cost. 

October  7?  178^-   '         ^        '• 


UmH,  the  iiiMtor  oT  Ommx  6iiMm>  be  enyoiMA 
frmn  €iU6eliDg  or  ^egMndiiig  Atthes  fra»  Any;  of 
the  pamhicmers  of  BaUytheeban,  wliicli  an 
claiiMd  by  said  SuUon. 

Mare  a|;aiii6t  fiftrant^.*— Decree  that  tbe  appeal 
iff  deaerted  ia  paiii^  and  that  a  monition  ahaU 
issue  for  881.  is.  4<2.  poranant  to  the  role  of  tiie 
iSth  Joly^  1781. 

March  10,  1783. 

Moyd  against  Hoops. — 60  acres  of  meadow, 
producing  J&U)  tons,  value  162.— 10  acres^  40 
tons,  S2.  13s.  4(2. — 6048  stone  of  potatoes,  at  Id. 
per  stone — the  Tithe  in  all  2l.  iOa.  id.  and  12.  6s. 
8(2.  cost. 

Ryan  against  ^1(1(2(2671.— Decree  for  4s.  6(2.  for 
the  Tithe  of  two  acres  of  meadow^  and  12.  6s.  8(2. 
cost. 

Moore  against  Pat.  MoTVvey.yOwe  acre  pota^ 
toes,  prodocing  60  barrels,  at  9^.  9(2.  per  barrel^' 
that  is  21.  189.  6(2.  per  acre-.-4  acres  of  meadoW; 
at  two  one-half  tons  per  acre^  at  12.  a  ton. 

Jane  178S. 

£yan  against  £rreene.--4acres  and  three-fourths 
potatoes^  at  64  barrels,  containing  4S36  stone^ 
the  tithe  425  stone^  at  4(2.  per  stone,  amount  to  02. 
6s.  8(2.— Flax  S  acres  and  1-half,  160  stone,  the 
Tithe  16  stone^  at  42.  Ss.  4^....oats^  4  acres  and  1- 


8040110^  the  TiHie  8  tew>  at  2  guiiieu  per  «j6r9|  6JL 
4««.  ffl.  hi  all  14»,  89.  8^ 

j^  Parish  of  Balliqgarr^,  June  26, 1784. 
Jpr^^fon  agaiust  Clifford.- --In  1783,  420  slone 
of  potatoes,  Tithe  at  3e2.  per  stone,  amount  to  iOs. 
6<2.— oats  48  stone.  Tithe  at  9^.  per  stone,  3^.  4 1-22. 
T-barley  196  stone.  Tithe  at  Si.  per  stone,  13».— 
hay  iOs.  Tithe  whereof  one  ton,  tL,  8a.  4<f.  Se- 
creei  andl^.  &s.Sd.  cost. 

^uly  26,  1784. 

WaMt  against  Faitfitn^. --Parish  of  Kiloooly, 
ill  1788,  had  two  one-half.ton,  at  Mfo.  pen  the 
'nthe  9  ewt  value  9g..... potatoes,  100  barrels  at 

^s.  per.  the  Tithe  il.  iOs oats  5  harrels.  Tithe 

half  a  barrel,  valoe  3^.  6(2.  in  all  12.  18^.  6d*  De- 
cree, and  il.  %8.  %i.  cost. 

^'  It  appears,  from  one  of  these  decrees,  that  in 
the  yenT  1780,  a  demand  is  br6ught  for  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty.five  barrels  of  potatoes,  as  tii*6- 
thirds  of  the  tithe  of  the  parish  of  Ballyshee- 
han.  By  what  learned  process  the  proctor  or 
evidence  can  prove  this  precise  value,  or  whether 
he  ha«  measured  the  arop,  J  cannot  say,  bat  I 
most  strongly ' suspect  the  contrary;  and  theft  his 
valuation  is  a  false  *  and  arbiti^ary  accuracy,  and 


^ 


#01 

HicrM&^hrMnifriof  *Mie.eni|»'is*a  tnck  to  wereafe 
ito  tha^e. '  Tkm  mfctnteieai  of  oharBo  h  H^ 
Htultlj^ieadlofl'  of !  oppmssiMb  .  llo  not  kMfliae 
that  tbe  proprietor  of  Titbe  eonaot  prooeed  4>t|wK- 
nvise  than  by  this  species  of  minate  yalnation ;  for 
I  have  read  you  the  report  of  snits  brought  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  to  which  I  beg  you  may  advert. 
This  method  appears^  from  the  report^  an  innova- 
tion ;  it  is  titheing  by  mouthfals. 

^^  It  appears^  from  this  deeree,  that  these  two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  barrels  of  potatoes,  were 
the  produce  of  four  acres  and  an  half ;  the  charge 
appears  to  be  4:1.  9$.  9d*  that  is  near  IL  the  acre 
for  potatoes;  the  case  goes  on,  and  chaigw  for 
forty^wo  barrels  of  wheat  (not  measvred,  I  ap- 
prehend) 42.  4s.  6(2.  value  20s.  the  barrel,  afd 
asi  thi»  appears  to  arise,  from  i^veu  acres^  tN 
cfafeirge  is  128.  the  acre ;  to  this  is  added  W$* 
cost. 

^^  Tbe  case  tbat  follows  this  is,  a  demand 
brought  for  oae-third  of  tbe  Tithe,  and  proceeds 
onthe^ame  principle  of  crafty  luiauteniess;^  fal^e  ac- 
cutfaoj^  and  real  oppression. 

'fin  these  cases  you  will  recollect,  that  tUc^e 

shwld  ever  be   made  a  .difference .  betw.eeii .  tbe 

field  price  and  market  pricif.;   the  fi^ld  j^^icQ^ Js 

wlmt.. the  crop  is  worth  at  the  time,  and  ia  ^be 

^«^te  [b.  which  Jhe  pars^a's  right   fl^ccrue^;  fnd 


iBe  market  pxiti  !g  that  to  ^lifek  ihv  tM^fllM«ftit« 
tkb  rfglit.  These  distinctioM  A6  not  «ie«tti  a1#i|f8 
to  have  h^en  rrfigiou^  adhered  to  ^»y  '<IiA*fc  rt»- 
icaljadgc«.  *       ^*'^ 

<^The  next  ease  I  sKaTl  ohserve  on  !«♦  a*'ll*. 
^atid  brduglht  ftit  two  thousand  three  hiriiAt^d 
'utad  flfly  harrela  of  potatoes,  one  hundred*  a*d 
f^etitjr-eight  harrels  6f  here,  and  one  fttindWd 
and  forty-eight  harrels  cf  oafs.  OH  #hat-  «Vi- 
llVioce  ?  Who  was  the  lahorions  indefatigabk 
^M  who  irent  through  the  long  pfroc^s^f'  of 
imeaduring  and  weighing  this  ponderM^  aiM 
%fiA%y  produce  ?  This  is  the  ease  of  Mi^. 
SIraiig,  and  the  result  of  this  charge  \Bj'  a  dt- 
i^Ms  for  98{.  14f.  and  IL  6t.  Bd.  cost.  Tbew'it 
«0  necessitj  for  knowledge  of  fact'  to  Kfippftrt 
s«eh  a  demand;  the  evidence  floes  it  tiyi<lits 
power  of  guessing,  by  his  crafty  bw  sagadty^; 
which,  it  seems,  before  such  a  tribonal^  is  sa- 
tisfactory. Too  think  this  measure*  by*  .thjB 
barrel  a  criminal  ingemiity;  bnt  they  ^Hhj  it 
much  fartlier ;  they  swear  to  the  Btone:  1^  Iulvb 
read  you  a  suit  brought  for  six  thousand  and 
forty*eight  stone  of  potatoes  ;  bnt  there  it  a 
taise:  which  wvns  up  all  the  principles  which  I 
Iia«e  'stated  and  objected  to ;  it  is  the  cuse  of 
R3[lHi  ./RigaiMt  6iH*cne<  In  this  four  aerejl*  and 
a  quM'tur  ol  po^iitQiap  are    alleged  to:  havo;  con^ 
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^liinnd.  fiivr.  AQMm^  tiro  Jhau^red  tnd  aUty-aix 
#taM^  Viditrt  titbedai  jtf*^  fia.M.  wliicb>|BMM?ve 
INN  #uaea.  m  iic^«  Ifur  po^ea ;  two  nnfm^  hq4  & 
half  of  flftx  are  altoged  to  contain  oqe.  IjutfiArad 
MtkA  tiicty  stone^  and  are  c^avgiid  a))0Te.9<f  4«.-** 
atNivaa  §iiioea  aa  aer^  for  flax$  foar  acaci» iti^a 
^uartor  of  oats,  alleged  to  wntaia  four  Jmiidrad 
Aod'.  thirty-two  atooe,  are  ehaiged.'  iL  is.  9d. 
abratJ^.  ttwf  aera  $  ton  acres  of  meadoa^  alif0|d 
Jo  contain  tttiirtj  too^  am  charged  atf^l. JB^^.Qlf. 
tliat  is  above  iSs;  the  aere  meadow ;  the  Aeta^ 
vent  for- 4be  sum  eharged>  161.  Sa.  Si^  aa^^  tbie 
coat  Hi  6s.  J^.  An  observation,  which  aggraf  atip 
even  this  case,  will*  oocar^  when  I  tell  yon^  tbls 
. charge' was  madfe^n  a  yiiar  of  famfne  s  ihe  ItuMiiie 
af'iTBS^  when  an  embargo  was*  laid  on  'yanr 
eotports,  and  the  people  nourished  by  contribn- 
,tion.  There  is  another  aggravation  even  to  this-; 
tfaey  chirgea  famine  price,  and  ealenlate  a  (ilelity 
^dnee,  and  avail  themselves  of  both. 

^  There  is  another  case  of  scarcity,  where  a 
soil  is  brought  for  four  hnndred  and  thirty  stone 
of'potaloes,  valued  at  3d,  pm*  stone^  a  prito  of 
scarcity  ;  for  forty. eight  stone  of  .oats,  a  price  of 
scarcity ;  and  for  ten  tons  of  hay,  valued'  at  Si. 
Bs.  4d.  the  ton,  a  price  bf  scarcity^  decreed  with 
H.  6s^.  9d.  costs.  Another  case  of  seareity-'- 
where  a   demand   is-  made  for  six  hundred   and 
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tinrty  atone icf'potatM8yi^lMdh^«''t^^^  ^M^^ 
ftfpnoa  ofeesieity;  «Hi6tjfi«fx  itohe'  «f  o&is^  va- 
laed  at  9d.  per  stone^  a  price  of  «elHreit9>'}'ti](ivi(« 
kuMiiiChay^  at^.  9$i  9i.  Hkf^  iM^^MAl  tithe, 
tf.  iiA&.d^cr^etl  >wflli  4i.  9b.  Bi.  cost^^  and 
tbMB  smm  to  be  Ika  eaJe  criF  poor  peasantB,  irlio 
kavt  .but'^fiix  Jmwdred  or«foiir  huadred  s(i»e  of 
piktaitoes,  vidoad  «i  •  3f{.  a  stoae^  in  a  hard  year^ 
in  the  faBuna  of  131^,  decreed  with  the  aggrava- 
tiuin  of  (be  'highest  eoefas  the  law  would  allow.  ^ 
.^f«Bui  there  is  a  case  of  a  most  exttaordiaary 
appearaace  :  a  case  which  riaes  oa  famine.  14^ 
9#t  H»  thftt.any  decree  was  made  upon*  it  i;  one 
at^a.  of  potatoes  is  alleged  to  contain  spUf  hac^ 
i^ls  of  potatoes^  and  each  barrel  is  valued '«t 
^.  9d. :  that  is  2L  iSs.  6i.  tithe  for  theKAcnaf 
potatoes.  .    ;i :" ' 

^^With  regard  to  the  legality  of  theToaqdad 
of  a.elergynuuiy  who,  in  rating  his  pariahiaoer% 
takes  advantage  of  a  famine,  and  brings  ^'  at 
it  were  the  rere  of  divine  vengeance,  and  Usoomes 
in  his  own  person  the  last  great  acqorge  ofi^the 
htisbnndmaa:  with  regard  to  the  legality  bf  the 
conduct  of  a  clergyman,  who  not  only .  tAkes  the 
advantage  of  famine,  bnt  joins  a  famine .  prke  to 
a  plenty  produce,  and  by  one  and  the  same  aci 
puttishes  baman  industry,  and  aggravates  physical 
miaTi^rtuae  :  as  te  tho  legality  of  such  conduct,  I 


ti^^iAil^  iheM  ciprjpresiioiity  .(he  mopfcigrievimi. 
Idn^  ^CMMPpOMtioiiii-^ptCMionrvby.  jddgMent  .dC> 
iMii^^  y4iii  f  Mmild  J»ftr41iy  lirteB  to  the  iii]s«rr.griaV<« 
•oce^  where '  the  .dficree  shall  he  for  12^  and  the 
«)Wto  iht  09«  ai2.---*wbere  the  deciee  ahaU  to  fl^ 
4ii^  t  auAt  oeii& .  li.  iB9.>  Si,  There  are  •  Mveral  of 
this  kiiid<^*-biit  this  U'ould  seem  the  jwrey  of  (lie 
Gfiirtf  adiliiDishiiig  the  peasaalry  never: to  appear 
e^a.befond  suah  atribonal. 

.f<  Fffomi  these  ^ioslMiees  I  may  iofbr^  that  the 
pftMa^lIvy  most  look  flir  redress*  to  Parliament) 
imdrmtt  Dotfttd  it  in  Ihe  Spiritual  Gowts^  -vrhieh^ 
firow^llieif  distanee^  from  the  uoeertiaiBty  •  of  their 
seseioDy  from  their  coostitulidn^  and  from  tUe&f 
Ifidgmeohiy  must  rather  give  the  Tiihe-farmer 
Ai/eMfldanqe  in  efttortion^  than  the  hughaedman 
aixofdidenae  in  the  law.  From  these  instances, 
Iiitimik  X  thave  .proved^  tliat  there  has  existed 
sacha  thing  as  eixcss  of  depiand  :  excess  of  de« 
mand  without  remedy  ;  and  this  excess  would,  be 
better  understood^  if  you  compare  the  ratages  of 
the  South  with  those  of  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom.^^  ... 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  observed,  that  two  materia) 
diSereneeci  existed :  first,  that  potatoes  were  tithed 


v»  wbeve  bat  in  Qie..S9atti;  affipodlji^  thni  ^ 
d^attac  tftideaof  tiSiag^  werp  tiUi«4  iio  i«lbwe.««» 
Ugb  M  in  the  Soufli;  that  tben  woW'  MM»4nr 
pMiiMs  'tm  iMe^  in  the  .Nertb,  mmI  smm^  pMli 
of -eoQotiw  4Ua,t  boi4tMd  m  -MumtflK^  whom  po- 
tttloeftwwe.  tithed ;  but  that  the  iMtaneee  were  inr, 
mad  theexeeption  prcvred  the  rule« 
vTM  iba  other  articles  of  tiUage  Were  Mi  iMMi 
n,  high  io  other  places^  after,  nakiag  eveiy  allMK 
aaee  for  lUffletenee  of  soil. 

W^n  Mr.    &rattan  stated  tba    ratagee  Wliiab 
were  asual    ia  the  other  provinees,  and  wliialt 
were,  macb  less  thaa  these  exacted  in  the  flaatliy 
which    he  .  saidf  appeared  te  be   tte  regponioC 
ptverty,    exaction^    and    imnott^    aad   'tbal  Iba 
tuBMilt  eeeaMd  cominessarate  with  ^m 
wbkb,  he  said,  fell  particalarTy  heatry-ov 
who  were  the  least  aJile  to  pay*     He  6hewtil^«tfabt - 
in  the  other  provinces,  that  not  oftly  the  titha  aa 
tiUage   was  less^    bat    that    there    were    ertMa 
nodiises  in  some  of  their    coanCtes   for  atOMisa 
which,  in  the  South,  were  heavily  iSfhed....TMtf; 
in  the  North,  there  was  a  modus   for  flax^  'MS* 
pence,  be  the  quantity  ever  so  great.      Tliatj"  iii 
part  of  €onnanght  there  was  a  modus  for  hajr, 
six -pence  per  farm,  be  the  quantity  ever  so  gl^eat. 
That  considering  the  exemption  of  potatoes^  ttiese 
modusc^,  and  the  ratages   on  tillage  in  the  other 


]^irtl%f  1M'  fivgdomy  tfirtf   observitions  must 
^;  *irtt^  eiAler%it  fl>e  clergy -were  gre«By 
tktf  llntre'  ^afte  of  It^hiid,  or  th«*  fhtf  - 
#«re'  grcwitly  o^esM^  i«  tte  Sootii  f  Sdlyy  * 

UtAtaJT;  ^Gommaglit^  and    Leinster^  or  ycm '  ittftf^ 
BOfW   cbedk    theni^  ia '  Monster.     *^  Arc?  ycw  pre- ' 
pint/' 'Mild  Mr.   Omttto^  <<  fot   fhe  fernJer  ^ 
tMii*.ev0iit8  ?  -Are  you  prepared   in  OomnMrghl*' 
and  Ulster  to  piiy  ISs.  or  14s.  for  potatois^  atiA 
lAs^tMaare  farite?  Are  yon  prepared-  in  ^^ 
dMt  fwiiiB  OMipeMafHin.Mlly  And  the  Magts-' 
taAftWl^    iirikicite  atast-  aeeonrpany  and   eUTovM 
uJnHiidfcita  io  Mroduce  among  yonthoba  enaec 
tiadt .  i»Ue1ft  oppraas  Munstar  ?    &  is  Ime^  tM  • 
Soalfeas  iedaod  i*  •sone  tonniiaay  by  snMli^dMi^ 
aMB Ik  ta  •past  af^my  (iahame  til  pnk.  avaud te^ 
ttdiMidiMi.eompeQsaiion  to  &e  almgy/' 
jA^la  rataeea  of  fba  Sonth  will  be  etttlbattaa 
niiprltniTix    by  ciN»pamig    tbem  witb  bar  whk. 
■yHtir  lit  a  focmeir  period^r-tbat  fro«i  evary  te« 
fanNii|Oi|«  be  aonld  cQlleat^  tbcy  bad  gvaAtly  » 
erfifed^    TUs  lyouldl  be  a  vary  proper  aol^at  fsv  . 
tb»  comtfittee. 

Xbat.  be  bad  aj^dayits  to  prodaee^  stating  ibe^ 
laefaA^i  whieb  was  rapid  and  exorbitaol^  bear. . 
it)g  no  proportion  whatsoever  to  the  general  in^r 
siaa9e  iipLtbe  value  of  things*    That  these  alBdav 


Tits  seemed  warrJEtnted  bjf  ct^flit  ^9fMMUifff^^ 
public  opinioii^  and  particulaiily"Vy  eitMStt/f^AAk 
the  aecrees  of  the  Vi'cai^g^  Colirf/^Sj^lleA  IP^ 
peared,  not  froin  one  deerei/bat'k  cmnM  ol^4^ 
eree$,  that  the  aereable  ratages  of  late  had  ffUllfy 
increased.  ••'v.i/. 

Here  he  read  some'  of  the  decrees  %6{fav6*'^- 
ferred  to.— That  it  had  been  sairf/tfiat  VtfStt 
diocese  of  Cork  and  Ross^  the  ratages  had^iKft  fii- 
creased  these  last  thirty  years.  That'*  he  was' Vff- 
ling  to  rest  the  case  on  that  principle^  knSt  "^PWe 
ratages  in  the  Sooth  had  not^  within  iMdHl^Ust 
thirty  years,  greatly  increased,  he  was  millii^*^ 
give  up  the  question ;  and  he  desired  a  conwiflMte 
to  invesiigaie  and  determine  that  important'^)M&f. 
Thai  this  encroachment,  on  whicli  ')i^  fiHSMSf^ 
was  the  more  inexcusable,  wheii  wci  cbniMwed 
the  great  increase  of  tHlage  in  the  Boiftti^'^)^iftt& 
of  itself  would  have  increased  the  incomes 'of'  tile 
clergy,  even  though  they  had  diminished  ^^ir 
ratages;  the  causes  of  the  increase  o^'/lfiihMft 
make  the  increase  of  ratage  improper  as  woq 'as 
unnecessary ;  because  they  are  in  some  degree  ar- 
tificial ;  the  bounty  on  corn  }s  an  artificial  cause. 
That  bounty  should  not  be  tithed.  The  efeclt  oT 
tha,t  bounty  has  not  been  prevented  ;  btit  the  fQ|l 
operation  of  it  has  been  checked  by  excessive 
tithe,  and   has  been    interrupted  by  tumult^' tl^e 
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ip«R.  m^  ^%.>orij^,pt,^  |5f.,bM^^  under  the 

^  Another  artiUckl  cause  of  the  gjrowth  of 
yoiii;,,tHlfee  iji  the  ,.^th,  is  yo^r  want  of  m^iu! 
fy^tojlf :.  i^.popr  rad  rapid  jopulatioo^  that  cannot 
^^  f^FV^S^i^^  ^^  msA^facture,  must  be  emptoy^d 
i^\hMs|>wdiy ;  ^Imt  then  it  is  mberable  and  expe-. 
ri|9e|^i^l^]|iu8t)andr^;  what  Mr.  Young  calls  aij. 
e^jt^niWft  tiUfige  op  bog  pr  mountain,  wjiicli,  b^y^ 
t^Q^^lfj^^^^Of  EQg)aAd^  would  be  for  seven  ^ears. 
^iKnW^:  ^>^  Titlies;  apd  which  by  the  laws  of 
!^^d  ov^t  to  Ift  so.  Tott  have  two  Acts^  one 
qf;^p||uig..^w\y*reclaimed  ground  from  T'li^ 
of  fbx  or  }i9^g  fojT  seven  years ;  and  another 
fjKMDDtii^.  r^claifned  bog^i  provided  ten  acren 
slJi^lY  be  .reclaimed,  from  Tithe,  generally  for 
seym  jyears  ;  but  why  not,  as  in  England,  exempt 
aU  iiK^wljr-r^eclaimed  ground  from  all  manner  of 
Tithe  for  seven  years?''  , 

.Here  Mr,  Grattan  mentioned,  that  jie  learned, 
in  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  the  county  of 
Co^k^  they,  rated  tl|e  mountaineers  higher  thaji 
ip  jaapy  pfirts  of  the  richest  low  land  ;  charging 
them  by  the  ^ade  length,  a  suni,  which,  when 
an^lij^d  to  the  acfe,  was  equal  <o  SO  or  or  30k.  the 


4tJ?P>9Pprtion,  And  U)i§  ca^^s^  .  «M<^ijilili«iii^ 
i|)jriea|lo^  {iwUculamed,  %n  Um  mm  l%tlM 
Imeii)^  .temuse  the  Urn  4o«.  «ot  4uteH^llP 
the  remedy.  The  BtcOe^iAitieftV  Cwfl|»;I.;)M«» 
ft&ff%A  to  affoird  no.  i*ed?f89  .vhatoMr^.jItfluive 
^awnthM  their  jodgmanto.  am  jMfwmki^jIm. 
tfg^»^im>  and  are  not  alwiQr^  faaadedriaJMiiJ'"  • 

.''..Tbe  .right  of.  !}e1;«iDg  out  tli<^  Tl»e  liMdli* 
alw^y?  proved,  ia  the  eMe  of  ^  jWWb'M^'WliiP' 
•l^fWti  iUe£aVdemai>ds)  aad  dee9  wAafiMlt4rA»| 
a.^^nif^  f^gfiinut  QBcoBpeienaM*  dwnt^B^i.:  •:    luic 

^^By  tbe.liiWy  the  tenant  mpst  giv^ fkir^-*<iili 
l|pu|rs'  npti^,  aod  bind  himself  to  a  day^  il^hfitbMh 
fi|^  or  fool.    la  the  ease  of  potatoen^  he^lniiatfiilr 
the  pa,rsqn  do^  not  choose  to  attend^  •leaiiiB'iho: 
ri^gi^  iq  the.  field,  which  may  pre.vent.his  wwioff 
winter  op?D|  and  be  the  differeoee  betw)Beii  4ha 
pi^oftt.on  wlie^t  and  on  eats.    The  tenant eMpofr' 
dig  hie  po^toea  tilA  OetobW|  he.  seldom  doefe  till' 
November;    and, J;e . must  yso  them  in  Angnat, 
because  ^th^^  s^pck  of  last  year  is  exhausted*.    N«hr, 
t^e.  digging ^ a  bo\>:}  pf  potatq^.i^  by.  cen^tmetiMi 


ia.>4^«MkUMikil'CteiiHt,  (lie  tfilMhi«MMk; 'AM 
UtmfmMiht  Viabe,  b««  «f  tto  Tillies  of  tM 
j&i»$  ftr  ifaipiMty  cf'  sMt  ftey'  eoiftthie  Mib/ 
teitMiii'  «r  4NW  pi«BdM  OMN  tb  fib  'idbtr^tetbtf 
of  tiw  whole;  and  for  eKteat  of  power,-  tkat'iV 
fm  i3im  Mke  of  bcili|^s  tHe  Wlidle  nndor  tlieir 
JMlMlkaeftj  ihey  MBstttie  potalrfaa  to  be  proiuii 
IKhO/  Tkw,  ^  neeemify  of  the  yenr  "biiii^ 
tte-fMUNMt'iiHd«r  ibe  ksh*  of  eeelesiasCMl  4«^ 
tiHiftty^ilNlti<grtetMo«|^ of ibe farmer.    '    ii  '     '>' 

«'Iiiithe  hul  year^  Ibe   p«Mantry  very  *gMMI9 
ittU]<'iM  oat  their  9Ube,  and  the  clergy,  td  teviiMl^ 
iDstMNiBi^  Mfoeed  to  draw ;  th^  dlift  bo  4a  m^iititfi 
iMIuiMt  i»4«iie  tiiere  wae  no  illegal  ooiibttktttioD, 
ilfilMi  a  cetnbiliiftioa  ataoBg  ibettiscS^es, 'itb  dc^^ 
It4v«ftlfa  ipeMint  of -a  ri^bt  to  set  onf  bl4r  Tithe^' 
and   gei<-  «it  igr  pout-  fitet*  law  40  edlleet  tbeir' 
TIlliW-ili'ftiMW,  kumiasry,  and  opfiressive  ittode. 
Sflirv'lt>  will  bd  proved,  that  the  coaatryioan  ha*' 
yMM'  4tty  after  dliy   uaUl    the  pareov  sboubT' 
drairltie  Tifbe.     It  will  he  proved,  tbdt.  he  .h«» ' 
Itftbitf   «rop  itt  the  field  ontil  it  has  bec«HiM' 
green.    It  will  be  proved,  that  be  has  oflfered  tb 
tUe  ptfTBon  or  proeior  to  hire  tiiem  horses  to  draw 
thMT  Tithe  ^  it  wHl  be  proved,  thai  he  h«8  otfered 
to  draw  it  home  at  his  own  expense.^ 

Here  Mr.  Ghsattan  read  a  notice  firom  a  land- 
hsider  to  a  clergrwan;  infbrmliig  hiv,  that  he 


the  parson  kMOcstaBdi  xitm^  ^B^^twrn^^lA^ellUtm 
wbmstym  to;  Bteiild(4^iBt^«id#/ile  .i»1mMM 
tMtl»'Ikiub«ii4iidrTtikMik/  HAiaUo' eb«fe«todt 
tlifit  w^ciri»)iii^:t»e6|i  mf^  i»  a  f^wggFman  ,#y  ^ 
smtlemapi  to  draii;^  .keep  imA  pfwarve:  Ito  iCilttie 
wkiti^ef^p^nl&AWitm?^'  hoLggwi^  if  tti«  clergymm<4id 
9^n<|to9ta  to  ikeop'  i,t  in-  bia  Awa  ;^Wl44)ibo|hrr 
]^l|.f  J9nM|iit.8til(»d  to  bavet  boiot  NfiiaoAfrAil 
^^gymail  ichiDoeing  to^  recQjfw  jbgr  »itiim|ieiiiirtm% 
4r  »«ki«49C jKi0«  /loto  Uw^  trbUb.  ^acit<  ta^.d^ftfire 
<|i9tfi6fjfMiryiMii  of.  hU^  €MiBi0aM  irigh^t  fritbMi 
«liy:|ir90^4lf  hbitgailjL  ..w   biraiiw. 

,i.qi?)ifitTil.mdi  a  bill  w«  |ieiiaitted^-itii#MU[ 
ti^c*.  Ihiiii  tllfi>  wiHitryviaD,  id  gafeie  oHlhefnaiMi 
mmilioiiedi'above,  not  the  teatb,  ibut  tfair.fllhr^ 
fon,  .tbov  taaant  >  had  laat  by  weatfaar  lAti  . SHtbcl 
a^tarad  and  tiet  out,  aad.  ^macc  Jikoly  to^pagr  — btlwa 
TiU^iJby  Aat  of  Parliament*  Thai  this  ^toaU 
be^  not  compemiatioai  Imt  robberj^  and  tifa^siMtai 
i^aaiaa  of  wbbery^  robbery  by  aatbority  of ^Yltlr* 
liaiaentt  it  vf6u\A  be^  to  take  tiie  ntost  decided 
and  Qaooftatitdtimial  part^  in  a  case  where  tkia 
Hoose  affeeted  to  take  no  part  at  all ;  and  where 
it  declined  evei*;;*' kind  of  taformation  whatsoever, 
te  enable  it  to  take  any  patt  with  dignity,  ja  Jfieci 
or- effect  I  add  that,  by  'sncha  sfep,  we  (Aonld 
l^tUle  Irish  farmer,  with  respect  to  his  Thbe.  on 


•igMIWirs.^  VhNt  wi»ii«flBtkiD  d»  led)  todslMg 

owner  ef 'the  Uml^n'  Mtian  ^M  A«  «am  agilMt^lfe* 
piJnmi  fdr  Mb  negligenoe:  ^'Tofr'gtve  tte  ^t«i 
•on,  MiA'be;  a  dDm^mfttiton  ibrhfa  MgM^ntoi 
irTii|iM»'tot  tfttt  ^reinafff  too  kMi|  on'ffto^^iiA^y 
tln»  lew  e(  Bii]^ao4  ^bi^s  tke  owney  of 'tli^.teiiA 
a  ri^  to-  taAw  thole  liflieB  m  dkmage  Utiimf  f  V 
SMdlBf  41MB/ he  drily  set  forth  hbW<  img^bifjif 
remaiDed  on  the  premises^  and  .Ibe  'jfcry"(lltiiit 
ydor  kitt-exhlAdan  ud'thas  iiidmetly  at^nMlliBa) 
kiterdeeide^  '  Bf  the  kxr^of  Jftigtaml,  tfee  oaitt>iif 
An  Titter  afiMr  .Mvaranee^  nMs  wttft«4Ue  fMllMii;' 
InSbgkodywIiero^ the  tithe  of  eiirn  ipcs  set^'oiltf' 
mdrthft  paisoh  mmld  not-  take  it,  <hiibipMiyed'a 
flNnedy  in  ttn!  Eeeleaiastioal  Covrt^  a'pr^ibifileA 
igatast'tiie  panon  wae  granted.'  u     • 

^<<^te  bew-.nfaah  more  ctte-ther. law  trf^Englaai 
tiikbtof  the'  knsbandiiMui }  how*  nMek  more  ^nAtenc^ 
tion^t  aff(bfil9  him  than  the  taw  oritbe  FMiiaiBeot 
of  Inland;  and  it  is  one  of  the  bhargee  and^eAle-^ 
gatimia  of  the  hnBhandlnan  orthe'Sgnth:  i  '  >!*  • 
.  ^  Thiat  in  certainr  parishes^  thet  fiambionera' 
hai^e  4uly^  and  legally,  set  out  ibtit  fKlhes^ '>lttVB* 
giriFen>d(le  netiee^  and  btcve  taken  ^  >ill>iilc  *lbs;ai 


•tapa;^  littiUMts  no  ^tmm  hmmVlm4M  Mr<ite 
part  of  ike  ^terg^ama^  oiidtt-  ttaNi  mxfMUMmy 
they  emoitre^  «f  gettb>S  Miii^  n^w  MmiHwJl  of 
mmmifj^  fakherto  unkimwii  to  #ie  law,  Midi  ImhIj 
ng  te-  de^rm^  by  a  part,  epamtin,  "the  pkriih 
aT  tfaa  kea«M  of  its  anoieift  rl^  and  pritiloga 
of  settins  oat  the  Tithe.?^ 

.  ^^TM»  appifeaiioti  eoameta  itself  wUh  asoikr 
part  of  (Mt  mb^Bdlf  a  irerf  okMfadoiiii>  a  ircvy  op^ 
preaiive.  antl  a  very  notoriooa  part  of  1^*  Hm 
Titho-fiitraier.  The-  fknoiag  af  my  twenlse  ia 
a  pamiaiottv  idea.  It  ia  tha  pradtieef  of  aka4iaia 
Mtf^h  wkOi  atixioaai  about  thoir  firiiaBy  iad^  aaaa- 
lasa  ahoiiti  tliffk  people,  get  a*  ilxad  iaaouie  faaia 
tona  desperate  adventarar,  aaid  Urb  ki laaaaoa 
the  eaiaamnify  tkis  animal  off  prey,  at  oaee  daa* 
talBte  of  nBMNrae^  and  armed  wiih  aalhonfy. 

^la  free  coantriiea  aaeli  a  peftctioe  la  oaA.par* 
anilad.  ¥aa  woald  not  idlow  it^  to  iibe  km^ 
and  you  oogbt  not  to  allow  k  to  tka  okawJi 
B  k  an  evil  ia  politiea^  but  a  aeandi^  m  religkn ; 
aad  the  more  dangerous  in  the  kMet,  baaaasa 
Tithe  being  indeftnite,  the  latitude  of  aifitorliaa  is 
indefinite.  Tl*e  use  of  the  Tithe-faruei^,  ia  to  get 
from  the  parishioner,  wliat  tka  parson  woaM  be 
ashamed  to  demand,  and  to  enable  the  etesgy- 
man  to  absent  himself  from  his  doty-^the  powers 
of  the  Tiths-farmer  are  snmiaary  lawa  asid  E^le- 
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raoic  in  ^moxM^  is  gBiierally  4km  Uweat,  and  hip 
dectt|itf«»  iff  to.  poBwe  mi  the  poor,  iB.tbe  name 
of.iiM  imd.  Hftis  a  species  of  wolf^left  by  ^m 
idiepkeTd  to  .take- -ewe  of  lhe,i  Aoek  fai.  hie  eb^ 
sence-^he  ileeees  betii^  and  hegm .  with  the 
parsttn.'^ . 

HeM  Mn  Otaitea  etalad  that  the  Tkhe^far  mer 
seldoiagQit  kae  ihan  o^e^fenrth  of  the  nenegir  ealr 
leeted }  but  sfNoatiaies  ooe^hM.  -  X1|M  thcae  3ir«i« 
iBstMieee  where  he  got  w^n  more^  iind  h$A  redNiecf 
thtt  psMon  to  the  state  of  a.  poor  .peesioaevf  (oat 
hie  ewa  Imag^'^That  he  bad  heaad^  that  m  .m»i 
cvfthe  ^taabed  panshes^  the  paridi  had  siishs4 
tocoaM  to  a  ga^d  liaderattsidiiig  jfiritii  the  clergy^ 
man^  aad  to  pay  him  in  persoi^  bat  that  the  TUheH 
farmer  had  ohatraeted  saeh  aa  a0eam«iQdatifta» 
and^had^  by  has  mefeeDary.ittterTeatieiit  prevented 
coneord^  moderatiea^  and  ,compoaitioa;< — parkhea 
were  wit  oaly  aubjeet  to  one  Tithe-iarmer^  but^ 
in  some  eases^  i!Pere  cursed  with  ^  legion  of  tliew; 
A  iMMi-resident  elergymao  shall  employ  a  Tithe. 
farmer^  who  shall  set  the  Tithe  oyer  i^ain  to  tvvQ 
blaeksBuUi9>.  who  gp  among  the  flo^k  like  two 
valtkures..  A  Tithe -farmer  shall^  on  being  ques. 
tioaed^  give  the  fbllowiog  account  of  himself: 
That  he  held  the.  Tithe  from  one,  who  had 
Ihem  from  9x1  officer,    w.ho  held  them    from  a 
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clergyman  wlio  did  Bot  Msid«4ii« 
there  were  resident  no  dean,  vmrmikmy^no  vkmt^ 
no  sekoel-ntaster;  wlmre  tto  wkole  bMiMti  «r 
Chriiftianityy  on  the  Pmlestaal  ^ide^  wm  tews- 
aeted  by  a  corate  at  M^  a  year ;  and  as  thur^atMi 
las  been  distuHwd  bythe  Tiiha<»llMrflMr  or  pnelot, 
ifo  has  it  in  seme  eases  been  ^pMed  jua  igbWrng 
fid  of  him.    I  liave  Imown  a  tm»y  wftiere  the  parish 
mide  with  theii^  clergyman  the  following  iigree- 
meal  ;«-^<^  Sir^  we  pay  yoinr  pMctor  8001.  Jt  yeari 
and  lie  gives    yon  C00<.*>— We    wfiU  givp    yw 
6fMl«  and  boeome  yonr  cdttectors  and  your  peeu* 
riiy.^'    In  another  livings    the  parish  |Miid  the 
prbctor  4902.  a  year^  and  the  proeter  paid  the 
parson  800&    Tlie  parishioners  became  the  eol- 
leMor  and  the  seeority^  paid  the  clergyman  8002. 
a  year,  took 'for  their    trouble  90L    and  eased 
the  parish  of  ISOl. ;  the  eonseqnenee  was  p$we ; 
toid '  flie    more  yon  investigate  this  snl^jecty  .the 
more  you  will  find  that  the  disturhanee  -  ofr  Ube 
-people,  and  tlie    exactions  of  the  shureh^  Jiave 
been  eommensorateT— and  that  the  peaee   of  the  . 
former  has  attended  tlie  moderation  of  the  latter } 
nor  is  it  only  the  excess  of  exaction  wMoh  makes 
the  Tithe-farmer  a  poblie  misfortune — Jiis  mode 
of  collection  is  another  scourge :    He    puts  his 
.charges  into  one  or  more  notes,  payable    at  a 
certain  time;  if  not  then  discbargedj  Jie  serves 
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Mi  4br  the  «rriM|  md  lfl«  for  tke  supimonsi 
ke  timi  Mtnetinei  ptis  Um  whok  into  a  J^furry- 
btnoA^ift  iMtMBMU^  whifh  kews  iotoraitr~ha 
Ifaiir  tittierliMpa  tba  boikd  oirer  Im  hMA$  or  iiniioo 
out  extcBtiiMt^  %wA  gets  iko  eoutoyiiiui's  body 
§mA  goods  coapletely  iato  hit  poww:  to  saeh 
dB  rimM  is  ttds  aboainoble  praelko  carriod^  thai 
in  some  of  the  soutbota  parts  of  Irdaad^  tisi 
peasantry  are  made  trilratary  to  the  Thbe-fSsnMS  f 
draw  borne  bis  com^  Ids  bay^  and  his  taif-^or 
nothing;  giro  bisi  tbohr  kbour^  their  ean^  and 
iheir  horses^  at  eertaia  tiaies  of  the  year-*-*<ISMr 
nothing*  These  opfpressions  not  only  exis^  \mt 
hate  i&eqmr^d  a  fbrsMd  and  distinct  appellatio&*<i» 
tribntes^  tributes  to  extortioners;  iribatos  paid 
by  the  poor^  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  To  op^ 
pression  we  are  to  add  intoxication^  the  drunks 
eofness  and  idleness  wbieb  not  seldom  attend  the 
method  In  which  the  Tithe-farmer  settles  his  ao> 
counts  with  the  poor  parishioners  devoted  to  his 
care ;  the  plAce  in  which  he  generally  settles  thesh 
acconntsy  makes  his  bargains,  and  transaeis  Ms 
'business — ^is  the  ale-house :  He  sometimes^  i  am 
told,  keeps  one  himself,  or  be  has  a  relation 
who  gets  a  licence  to  sell  ale  and  splrits-^be* 
cause  his  firiend  is  employed  by  the*  eliurel^  and 
win  bring  bim  custom^ 


<^D«  jKNiy  gestkflieii^  sigB  yom  kuw- in  Hie 
ale^lioase?  WhaA  thoold  yoa  tbnik  of  «  stewasd 
.who,  made  your  tBDantB  Atfutk,  iviiea  «he  /shooU 
collect  your  rents  !  and  wliat  shonid  «  diergymnn 
tkink  of  hie  titlvBi-faraier^  -who  made  bi»  flock 
drank^  ivhen  he  eolleoted  or  seMed  bis  TithM, 
and  baMied  in  wkiekey  this  pMeiaas  offerings  tkb 
primeval  property^  held  by  some  tobetke'veqr 
essence  of  religion^  and  not  only  mtmi  ancient, 
fcoft'divine  ? 

^^  To  this  loss  of  indoatiyy  yon  are  to  add'Ike 
lo08  of  revenne— ^(where^  as  in  some  cases^  I  am 
toM)  the  revenae-offieer  is  the  tithe^fanmer^  and 
ia*  that  most  saspicions  and  deadly  combination  ef 
fraudulent  capacities^  fOvei^hargBs  ki  Tithe^.and 
fondemharges  in  Tax ;  that  isy  compenMtesrto  ilhe 
country man^  by  robbing  the  King,  and  adde.to 
the  crime  of  exaction  the  offence  of  spoliation,  .and 
fitoffis  by  boih.  I  appeal  to  the  Oommissioneis 
of  the  Bevenue,  whether  they  have  not  good 
reason  to  sospeet  such  (Nractices  ?  and  I  appeal  to 
some  of  a  right  reverend  bench^  whether  this 
is-  the  only  cMnmuiation  whieh,  in  th^  opinioS; 
Is  practicable  or  proper?  Under  this  head,  it  is 
alleged,  that  in  certain  parishes  in  tbe  Soath, 
Tithc-fattners  have  oppressed,  and  do  oppress,  his 
Majeflty^s  subjects,  Ify  various  ways  of  extortion, 
by  assuming  to  themselves,  arbitrarily  and  cruelly, 


jiowers  whMb^be  law  does  m(  pm^  and  hj  mak* 
1119^  an  '^oppffeadve  use  of  thoae  pbwers  -whidi 
itlie»law 'has  pot  iato  their  bands.  And  this  the 
{HuAihionevs  av«  ready  to  verify  on  oath.  - 
-  «j^To  thtee. evils  are  we  ta  add  another,  Krfaneh 
is  thfe  pritielpal  aovrce  of  them  all~4he  nneer-^ 
riahity  iof^  Tithe~4he  fall  tenth  ever  must  be 
4»ppTestiye. 

K  ¥  A:  tentb  of  }wir  land^  your  labour,  and  your 

oapital,    to   those:  who    contribute  in  no    abapte 

-iriiatlioeTer'to  the  prodnce^  must  be  opj^ession; 

ibe^  only    think    otherwise^  who  suppose,  that 

^•very^  Ibiiig  is  little  which  is  given  to  the  ftet- 

son--*4hat  no  burden  can  be  heavy,  if  it  is  the 

iiraigbi  of  the  parson ;  that  landlords  should  give 

tip  Iheir  rcmt>  and    tenants    the  profits  of  their 

labour,  and  all  too  little;  but  uncertainty  a^gra* 

urates  tbat  oppression;  the  full  tenths  ever  must 

be  ulieflMain  as  well  as  oppressive,  for  it  is  tbe 

#xed    proportion    of  a  fluctuating  quantity^   and 

'nnl^s  thd  high  priest  can  give  law  to  the  winds, 

and   ascertain  the  harvest,   the  Tithe,  like  that 

harvest,  must  be  uncertain;  but  tbis  uncertainty 

is  aggravated,  by  the  pernicious  motives  on  whieh 

Tithe  frequently  rises   and   falls.    It  frequently 

rises  on  the  poor — it  falls  iu  complimeift  to  the 

rich.     It  proceeds    on  principles  the  reverse,  of 

the  gospel:   it   crouches   to    the    strong,    and   it 
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encroaches  on  ihe  feeble;  and  is  guided  l^  tbe 
two  worst  principles  in  societyl^  serrility  and 
avarice  umted;^  against  the  cause  of  eharity^  and 
under  the  cloak  of  religion. ' 
*  ^'  Here  let  me  return  to^  and  repeat  the  aTTega- 
tionS|  and  call  on  yon  once  more  to  make  the  in- 
quiry*  It  is  alleged^  that  in  certiun  parishes  of 
the  Souths  Tithe  has  been  demanded^  and  paid^ 
for  what,  by  law,  was  not  liable  to  Tithe ;  and 
that  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  have  countenanced 
the  illegal  exaction  ;  and  evidence  is  offered  at  your 
bar  to  prove  the  charge  on  oath. 

'^  Will  you  deny  the  fact?  Will  you  justify  the 
fact  ?  Will  you  inquire  into  it? 

'<  It  is  alleged,  that  Tithe-proctors,  in  cerbdn 
parishes  of  the  South,  do  exact  fees  for  agency^ 
oppressive  and  illegal  ;  and  evidence  to  prove 
the  charge  is  offered  on  oath.  Will  you  dimy 
the  fact?  Will  you  justify  the  fact?  Will  you 
inquire  into  it? 

<^  It  is  alleged,  that  in  certain  parishes  of  the 
South,  Tithes  have  been  excessive,  and  hare  ob- 
served no  equity  for  the  poor,  the  husbandman, 
or  the  manufacturer  ;  and  evidence  is  offered  to 
prove  this  charge  on  oath ! 

"  Will  you  deny  the  fact  ?  Will  you  jusUfy 
the  facti^  Will  you  inquire  into  it? 
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^^It:is.ftUeSDd^  tliat  in  eertfin  parishes  of  thii» 
Souths  ratines  fpr.  Tithes  have  greatly  and  un- 
wnsci9nab]^  increased;  and  evidepce  is  offered 
to  prove  this  charge  on  oaUi.  Will  you  deny 
the  fact?  WiU  you  justify  the  fact?  Will  you 
inqujbre  iiitp  it?. 

.  /^  It  is  alleged^  that  in  certain  parishes  of  the 
Soutb^  the  parishioners  have  duly  and  legally  set 
^ut  their  7^^^^^  ^^  given  due  notice ;  but  that 
Bp.  persons  have  attended  on  the  part  of  proctor 
or  parsQU,  vnder  expectation,  it  is  apprehended^ 
of  getting  some  new  method  of  recovery,  tending 
to  deprive  the  parish  of  the  benefit  of  its  ancient 
right,  that  of  setting  out  their  Tithe ;  and  evi. 
dencc^  is  offersd  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath. 

''  It  is  alleged,  that  in .  certain  parishes  of  the 
$outhf  Tithe-farmers  have  oppressed,  and  do 
oppressji  his  Majesty's  subjects,  by  various  ex- 
tortions, abuses  of  law,  or  breaches  of  the  same  ; 
and  evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on 
oi^th«  Here,  once  more,  I  ask  you,  will  you  deny 
the  fact  ?  WiU  you  justify  the  fact  ?  WiU  you  in- 
quire into  it? 

^'  This  being  the  state  of  the  Church,  in  cer- 
tain parishes  in  the  South,  I  wish  to  know,  what 
in  the  mean  time  within  those  districts  becomei^ 
of  reUgion  ?  Here  are  the  parson  and  parish  at 
variance,  abont  that  which  our  religion  teacher 


US  do  despise — ^Riches. — Here  is  tlie  Mammoii  of 
Unrighteousness  set  up  to  interrupt  our  devotion 
to  the  true  God.  The  disinterested^  the  humble^ 
the  apostolicaf  character^  during  this  unseemly 
contest,  what  becomes  of.  it?  Here  are  two 
powers — the  power  in  the  tenant  to  set  out  his 
Tithe,  the  power  in  the  church  to  try  tlie  matter 
In  dispute  by  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction — two 
powers  vested  by  the  law  in  the  respective  hands 
of  churcli  and  laity,  without  any  effect  bi^  to 
torment  one  another — ^the  power  of  setting  of 
Tithe  does  not  affect  to  defend  the  tenant  /igainst 
npcpnseionable  demand ;  afid  if  attended  with 
combination,  secures  him  against  any  effectual 
demand  whatsoever.  The  power  of  trying  the 
matter  in  dispute,  by  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction, 
does  not  take  place,  except  in  case  of  subtraction^ 
and  when  it  does  take  place,  is  a  partial  trial. 
Thus,  as  the  law  qow  stands,  combination  is  the  de- 
fence of  laity,  and  partiality  of  the  cliurch. 

"  The  equity  in  favour  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil 
(a  very  necessary  equity  indeed)  becomes  a  new 
source  of  disturbance,  because  the  parties  are  not 
agreed  what  that  equity  should  be — the  country- 
man, not  conceiving  that  any  one  can  in  equity 
have  a  right  to  the  tenth  of  his  land,  labour,  and 
capital,  who  does  not  own  the  land,  nor  plow, 
nor  sow,  nor  reap^  nor  contribute  in  any  degree 


«liAim«v«r^  to  Ibe  pra^e.  Tt^  Titbe^farmw 
having  no  idea,  but  that  of  ioiqaity  on  the  8u)bjeet«. 
The  paraoD,  peiliapSy  conceiving  that  a  tenth  on  fil- 
lage  is  a  bare  oompenaation  in  equity,  for  what  he 
deems  the  greatest  of  all  iniquity^  your  vote  of  Agist* 
Bient.---»Thos9  the  two  parties,  the  parson  and  his 
jHirish,  the  shepherd  and  hb  flock,  with  opposite, 
opinions  and  mutual  powers  of  annoyance,  in  the 
parts  I  have  alluded  to,  seem  to  go  on  in  a  rooted 
animosity  and  silent  war. 

^'  Conceive  the  pastor  looking  over  the  hedge 
like  a  spy,  to  mulct  the  extraordinary  labours  of 
the  husbaudman* 

^^  Conceive  him  coming  into  the  fleld,  and 
saying,  <^  You  are  a  deserving  husbandman — ^you 
have  increased  the  value  of  your  field  by  the 
sweat  of  your  brow  ;  Sir,  lUl  make  you  pay  me 
fbr  that  ;''^-or  conceive  a  dialogue  between  a 
shepherd  and  one  of  his  iftock  ;  ^^  I  will  take  your 
tenth  sheaf;  and  if  you  choose  to  vex  me,  your 
tenth  hen,  and  your  tenth  egg,  and  your  tenth 
goose,''  (not  so  the  apostles) — or  conceive  him 
speaking  to  his  flock  by  parable,  and  saying, 
*^  The  ass  stopped  with  his  burden ;  and  his  burden 
was  doubled,  and  still  he  stopped,  and  his  burden 
was  still  increased — and  then  the  perverse  animal 
fluding  his  resistance  in  vain,  went  on :  so  even 
you  shall  flnd  resistance,  but  increase  vour  load, 

q  S 


tfii 

irntir  tiie  t»ii6be>  of  bxM  ^  9mlMmmtk  «Mft  \ 

yotir  batk.-*^ 

<«  Thtst  pasttMit  disenHMlM)  If  iiiey  Iwm.  iiftM 
place,  however  weYl  iritended^  wM  -wrf^  I  -fiiwy 
greafly  Advaric^  flie  eacise  df  the  MtMH^  fUrtieo. 
larly  In  k  cottntry  wh^re  tlie  nanrtieM  woMitft^ 
be  converted  to  the  pfofeeftliilt  rOllgkm^  not  oiilj 
by  the  ddperio't*  piirity  of  its  doetfim^  bat  "by  ttie 
ihild  disltiteresied  peaee-niakiiig  apirit  of  iH 
teachers. 

<^  Will  not  the  dignitaries  of  the  eburchiiitorpQte 
ou  dnch  an  occasion  ?  How  paivftil  mnii  il  haye 
been  to  them,  the  teachers  of  the  gospel^  aad  there^ 
fore  enemies  to  the  shedding  of  bloody  to  have 
thdagHt  themselves  aiider  the  repeated  necemty  #f 
applying  to  Parliament  for  sangnihary  lawi  ;-^-41to 
most  sangiiinary  laws  on  your  statute  books  aM 
Tithcbills— the  Whiteboy-act  is  a  Titbe-biU^-^ht 
Riot-act  a  Tittie-bilL 

^^  Hbw  pkiuful  to  those  dignitaries  must  it  b* 
to  feel  themselves  in  the  office  of  mabittg  pei^ 
petual  complaints  againit  their  (ni'n  iloeb^  aad  to 
be  conscious,  in  some  instances,  of  having  faded 
and  disgusted  the  ears  of  the  eonrt,  by  ebargoi 
agaiQst  tiie  peasantry  ?  fiow  painftil  to  tfieu  to 
have  repealed  recourse  to  tlie  militory  in  their 
own  case,,  and  to  think  that  many  of  their  siiifol 
flock,  but  their  flock  notwithstanding^  were  saved: 


eeclemastieml  zeal,  tempemd  fmA  witl^Kl^f  HHd  ff 

fliiil«lgrM«iiMBiP 

^  We^  ftto kitgr^  wefe  eight  ia  i^ilmg  tti0  itedng- 
wtaeMOfM  IbftaaftieMira^  kifmp  oiir  4ttty  t9 
MMrt$:  bniof  theae  ^hiuwlmiieii^  it  jw  t|i^  491^9  8^4 
i)«iqpipoae  tli6:ii|i4we^  to  49P^ate^  to  iiH^iiie  Iq  tj|»$ 
Kifld^  the  M0ek^  the  ^Mpatai^iitato^  ap4  tl^e  merqiful 
gide  of  tlie  qoefl^ion^  and  ratfier  to  prevttit  by  WK^^* 
Bailivii'ibfttipiiQUili  by  deiiHi« 
*  <^  Whtfthor  4he«e  (exactioQs  ifim^  Ui  thetnaelvio^ 
MAdicM  to  tove  pcodueed  aU  the  confusion  Kff 
ik»  huit  yenr^  I  Iwoir  not^  but  thie  I  do  ]^eii;f^ 
4kMt  00  'otfitfr  eaose  hi^d  been  snfficieiit  i^t)Hi||t 
the  *nid  of  eauiotipn ;  if  oKaction  had  net  e^teid^ 
<ke  South  won}d  not^  I  be^lieve^  ^|i?e  been  con.- 
Tilaed.  A  controyerted  election  a^e  coul4  n^ 
well  haye  been  an  adequate  cap^e ;  t)ie  qbjeqt?  of 
Attack  iraat^  in  some  eases,  have  been  some^tng 
flioie  «tlMi  pa>tkBnB#^  asii  ^he  flaoie  spread  by 
Mnlayoil'-t^be  4rat  torch  ttuiit  have  beep  ^n  ac* 
lMemt--4Mi()tli6'people  w.ererendei9ed  cpmbostible 
hgr  onmMipii* 

ui  <fiThe  WJiite  bi^  eiiould  be  hanged^  hut  I 
Ikkik  4he  Tithe- Cmner  sh^nuld  be  restrained ;  I 
wndtf  ipfliet  denth  on  the  felon^  and  impose  mode^ 


fit 

ttimily  fltonr  iiM  oflfenoM  ciMfothi'  •  - '•'^  «•>  '^ 
'  <<  -Bat  de  M«i«t  119  m  fM^  tniitrite  Mm  iteMy 'M  te 
Mppwe  H  a  qmestkin  betweM*  ib6  'IbrMn  and  tha 
White-boy ;  or  that  the  aalaiMity  whteb  has  foeaa 
«Kcited  is  toiAiied  to  Iblonst  no^  i#4s'ex(lended 
fn!t  more  generally;  it  isf  extended  to  thos<^  wka 
lave- been  sieMve  in  bringing  ihose  felons  t«i  jastifee; 
koA  meki  iHll  appear  at  year  bar  who  have  eftfliBrsd 
^tinder  excess  of  demand^  and  have  a«ted;4to  restate 
peace^  the  Inatrument  of  quiet^  and  the  'Objects  i4 
exaction;  let  us  therefbre  examine  the  sebjeet^  and 
iiaving  already  widi  great  propriety  taken  (he  most 
decisive  steps  against  the  insnrgenti  let  ns  enqniie 
iiow  infto  the  cause  of  the  outrage,  and  see  ^glher 
exaction  might  not  have  had  some  shlire>  aikast, 
in  the  origin  of  it ;  and  if  so,  let  ns  strive  to  fena 
-notm  plan  which  may  collect  the  riekee  <i  the 
•ehnith,  without  repetition  of  penal  |aw»  or^of  pnbi 
Me  disturbance. 

^<  In  ferming  a  plan  for  the  better  provfeioa'^of 
the  churchy  the  first  thing  to  be  consideied  is 
the  quantom  of  provision  ;  the  second  considei 
'tion  is  the  fond  from  whence  tiiai  pravisioli  ii 
to  arise  9^-(he  quantum  of  provimon  should  be  tha 
tisnal  net  income  cm  an  average  of  years>  except 
in  some  parishes  of  great  exaction ;  1 49iay  nsMl» 
because  I  iWOuhi  not  materially  alter  their  aUow? 


MV 


not  make  receot  iociwdHMafcfroper^f  IfMp  4MU^ 

Itfoprietorte'^^nft^  ike.  pobUo wUl t#i(6«  cigMto 
Ake  beailU of  ih» agiiiy ^ > «      ..  /.     ^  .t  / 

r  <i  That  thieir  inoome  ii  diswiwtUe.  IsMftqii^ 
mmI  I  aUrm  it  oiidav  4lie  miluflrity  of.,  thow*  o»» 
jftot.  Mid  their,  owapyaetks)  wittiwt*  §im§'t§»- 
4kw  hMk  tlNUi  the  lut  eeagie%  yqn..  ^1  4nd 
4be  GompeiiBtttim.Aet  reqains  the  ftfrnoa  •  raUfg 
4iD  tbe«et  to  0«ke  a  .di8fo?er7..of.  hit  cusion^axw 
aBeome^  aai  ia  aene  caeaa  diieovery  of  UaMUns^ 
Jbr  tbMe  yean  baek  on  oath— 4t  veqiurea  tbi|t 
iie  ahottU,'  in  bia  aflda^it,  set  forth  that  th^ 
^wAaattott  of  1786  U  made^  aa  near .  aa .  peeiihlity 
•he  ratage  of  the  three  formw  yeara ;  k  raqoiffea 
4hat  where  a  valaation  of  the  Tithe  of  irSR  eouU 
wtt  ibe  BUUle,  a  valaatieQ  of  the  oeatoaiary  TUhe 
fimihiee.year$  baek  should ;  it  anablea  Uie  Coaat 
to  .appoint  persons  to  enquire  into  thefaetf  aoid 
naaU  lor  parties  and  papers^  and  tbaa  e^tahliehes 
4iwo  ptiaeiplesy  -whieh.  were  denied  {<^«-rthat  the 
«B«aal  inooaw  of  beneiees  ia  diaeonetabh^  and 
Aat'ihe  pavtioidar  ratdge  ia  dhieoTetable;  ako  s~I 
<«li^gobaek  to  the  aet  of  Heary  YIQ.  'iidiioh 
^nqairea  that  a  eovnaiasiaii  ahould  bo  dimoled  to 
tequire  into  eeelesiaatieal  beaeftees^  and  report 
ihe   value  of   the  same;    n^A  I  n^t  further 


9lt 

tMuM  Am  «etiof  Wftfam  IHi  ^-aMc*  tf»fc>— i 
ibB  MriestMiiMl  fmmn  nviM'  fertfUii^  4MMkMt 

teiMdty  a««trtilleate;  nMdi  eefUftMli^  4qr'«tlM 
12th  of  George  IL  shiM  Mtttatn  an  Me«mrt  4f 
4ke  «ie«r  ^Mriy  Imimm  «r  the  bMdlea.  '  Altw 
liime  4B0teii0ei^  i-  Infe  no  vum  Will*  dea^  ttMk 
Mm*  iaMwe  of  ibe  elei^iyiaan  is  dfiaMVMaUo  | 
paitieQlarly^  wboa  ^  CoiapAMatttn-aot  itf  #ie 
JaotwinterMquiMsoaeh  a  ^momfetf  io  ht  mait 
OB  the  oath  of  the  patson.  That  aet  waa  oa^ 
fwted-  by  the  viioile  beaeh  of  Bidho^f  it*  was 
pidbabfy  fwBiedl  with  thak  aArioe  aii^  ^oggea^ 
Tboy  would  not  roqma  tbehr  ole^sX^ 
on  Iheir  oath  wiiat  they  HmwmAmm^^^m^ 
omaed^  or  had  Buiiiitit&ed  to  be  oifoariUaf  as 
i£  Itww  iapoaaible  4o  make  atliseoaei|F  foriiho 
yaspose  of  coaimntatioa'^bot  for  Hm  pispoae  laf 
oonpeBgalioii^  easy,  aad  ob^rioos*  VHrns^  iwfain.  I 
wBkm  the  diseoverability  of  the  eleijgynuai^s  ia* 
oirtuey  I  have  not  only  the  «athorii(f  of  the 
Choreh,  hot  its  oath.  The  net  retom  shoaM  be 
4ln  pamoa^  pevpetual  iaeoaiey  sabjeet  to  the  «au 
oeytMi  stated  above;  bat ia  oTdav  to  gaaisd  laii 
agsiast.the  iuetealion  of  oanon^^  I  mwHA  fla 
ike  ipaloo«f  that  iaeoaie  in  grain ;  ife  shoidd'.JM 
the  valae  of  so  Bttoy  barrels  of  "wheatf.to  ba^os^ 
tisated  eypry  se^^en  yews  by  the  com-oflke^  or 


t0rm  or  nvMCf ;  baft  tlie;. v^lae  0f  m  iBiieti.Mro  l» 
1^  iiwd  Ml  immegr* 

.^>  As  to  ibo  fund  flNUB;.  wlMHee  tbttse  rMoipto 
liMnld  mmf  tMivui4  «h«|ftU  lie  ^  olNivii;oii>aMi 
JbAMBf,  <to  be  levifud.UlHi  otfawwantyehMpa^fff 
1km  iHetlMid  19  eM]r^  for;  it  is  alfftady.ia  .uM^^tlui 
hmA'  eMstable  eboidd  be  tb»  pnrNO^s  wHeetev^ 
ainitlM^MHiiity  ehoiild  bA  bie  geciirity. 

^Tp  tbift  I  know  ibe  objectimi^  and  ilk m 
etaeetbn  whiob  urn  ba  best  lAswwed  bgr  iboM 
wbo  in«be  it.  It  will  be  said  4bat  tbis 
fveMttle/tbe  dinsion^nf  .unoDS^.  and  tbe 
ef  po«p  Kviftgg.  Apply  tbe  flMt  foiite  aitbof 
eogfat  fer'ibe  -lacreaie  «f  poor  ttviogs^  and  tbtt 
lepMe  ef  ibe  eharcb,  and  tben  yM  ifStt  mamnm 
your  own  argameat;  but  a  tteOikm$  and  ff«mi>ta 
Taluaiiim  for  tbe  beaett  of  the  rieb  elergj  baa 
bMn  nade  of  Uiete  charitable  fanda,  fittetratteg 
ihfe  pnvpoie  of  Ibe  ebarity  equally  to  tbte  a^lect 
of  ibo'cboreb  and  tbe  poor.  Thelmwy  of  ike 
Friest  hat  Morped  the  fnda  ofifae  pdoraaidof 
^  Cbnreb^  then  sets  up  againsi  both  a*  ttiifletaido 
modus,  and  preeeribee  in  4Ma  instance  agaiMt 
charity  and  religion. 


and  provide.  &»  BV)ftt  cWj|BSJMIKoor>llMl»^l<tM»ptg>'. 
mit  ¥ou  ippamk  by  Mb  oC  iF^NdiMMW^HWlhp 
proper  provision^  wlie«  ywi  W0r4lNi»..mMQwl^ 
jw  may  d&dde.  The .  c«m!  iiof  TOttyiM  ia .  piMed 
no  whne  better  ihM  in  ike  JUgMetuM^^  V^VtiVl 
will  tell  y  w>  thiKt  «i1hni  it  «««  eatiMiy.4lftMii 
ttie  eare  of  (he  piieetheody  it  wm  ,fvrmtt4ijmA 
deetroyed*  •'  ^«  -ia  ^^ 

''Bet  if  liiftettlties ehaald ber.maAii.tailMtliR 
—and  in  order  to  give  the  ehingh  ilM  gwMi 
of  the  eoiiDtry<~tiMre  ie  fnther  ptenip  M«l<ae  $ 
lei  every  artiele  .which  eh»ll  he  euftjeetu^liArHl* 
he-Mi  forth  ia  a  Tithing  table,  .wilfa  Mri»ilMBlfegw « 
annexed—let  thoae  nOngee  !^*i^irj  TTihrli4j|ih 
in  thp  Tithi^giaUe  no  miw.eqwvtten^iPMQ^jnHP' 
etene  of  bread  eorn.  .        .       .     ,  -lii, 

^^  Let  the  act  provide,  that  there  ehsU  hf 
tennial  valuation  of  bread  eonj;  hgzA^JiiMfl^  the 
ni»rket,  or  the  propqr  ea*er»  .  p  jiu 

.  ^^  Let  there:  be  an  exenplion.  lor  tfie>jHirtii»<to 
oCmannfinlttre,  and  aaaving  for  fdllpiink'«»hivi 
and  weaplione  ■  eoeh  m  potatoes,  in  AMfc^.fiaceii 
hay  in  BnvenV  and  eoah  iUie.  .•  >  .^ 

%  ^^  In  order  to  form  thia  itodni/  wi^ioh  .elvpld 
be  provineiaV  not  nniveiael,  .4nt  Ihnr  pronwii^ 
committees  be  appointed.    You  will  see  a  prece- 


7i»nM|!  ^Mbftftlf  ihiftk  praper  t»  ^e  k^itMoAf 
or  •*««Mite'  aim  -for'  Htad.moii«y,  ttotr  iA  aAditbn' 

friM  iiitoiha  MMMe  «rmlft{^  btfr  ctoJMblie^ 
Md  MMpttlnM  >rlMe  Hie^  are  vtMoniMe,  and  niv 

ac*  no  MnMUe  nUsgei  ^stftUished,  Ae  oAnflgobni' 
pMklr  «r  dteaUff  wiMre  4lMy  «)r«  etteblitked,  wyi 
ibnritbyea  wHh  a  rule.  ~ 

a«*<  ptfilb  will^  b««h  aoae  fiiHb  wMi  MbrMv 
tioB-MMMl  HwB  ImMi  y<Mi  1^1  colkat  tb«  pMiinM 
Mrtaf^-wad  %•  eiMU«d  to  make  a  mU.  In' form' 
ilg  ttia  nrtc,  yon  ynXL  pn^My  Uifaik  proper  4»  -Axv 
eapilbe  poor  Mill's  garden  in  the  Soirth  from  tk* 
ik|i»«r  potalm. 

M  Vhe  tme  principle,  -mth  respoet  4o  yoor  pea> 
■aatiy,  if  exoneration-^Hind  if  I  oonld  net  tak€ 
tto  lttr<0n  entirely  off.  ttmr  back,  I  would  make 
tintt  bnrdon  as  Ugtft  as  poseiUe— ^  wonld  exenpt- 
fke  pensMlh  eonr  and  ganton  froai  Tith^;  if*! 
eonU  not  make  him  rich,  I  woold  do  ttw  natt 
ihiBg  in  ny  power— I  wonld  censkler  Mb  [Nitorty 
M  iMi«d|  Md  vittdieale  a.;ain«(t  an    exiortitner 


the  faaHDitred^  eiile1«  ^  Im 
loss  to  the  Ghurelr  might  be  eMily.i 
^rficalarly'ir  ytra  ^mugittaBAiit  mrihMil  Brfihyin 
easeoflHla^.  *      ^       »•  -  kj  .-rt^ii/rrfi  .v 

^^  I  would  also  refiere  the  Ndrdb  Jhni.fi 
does,  as  f  wootd  feHeve'lke  poor;  off- 
froirii the-' 'lithe of potaMee ;  and whevathei 
dues  had  iMg  ebtaliiedy  I  would  -  main' thciqpat«- 
aeti  eoinpettsattoiiy  -  either'  by  giving  4a» 
mtmeyy  ^or  by-makiDg  an  Mtiaiate  'of 'vtheaBnd 
and  fmiaing  them  im  the  way  of  -  ethon  »howU|y 
ijhafges.  .-    N     •      •  I-  »»    v»i 

•  ^^^»heatd  it  be  aaid^  that  we  ah^aUh 
twpt'  <[he*  peasant  frorii  rent  -  aa.  Wellilb 
TiUmyt^^  that  nneharitabto  and  nnehrietian^^^b- 
•iiVaitien,  I  answer  no;  The' land^ta.!Mt  ids 
ownybnt  hia- labour  is  hia  own^-^TJie  *<|^fioliitr«e 
boK  without  aa  estate«^he  isfaerar'withqlMufda^ 
♦^and  no  man  baa  a  natural  rtgbi'4e«tlK^iJa»> 
bour  of  those  hands^  unless  he  paya.lHip.4,TVbi]% 
When  ^u  demand  of  the  peasants  rent^rr^^  «ak 
for  yew  own  estate  $-^when  yon  demand. illit|ii^ 
yon*  aafc  for  a  portion  of  the  peasant^a*  ^eetetet  the 
poor  aaan^*g;only  estate,  the  iuberitaafie  w]^ie)ii,be 
Iwhhi  the  lahoup  of  bis  band,  and  the  awi^oC 
bis  hcow. 

•  <^  Hnman  laws  may  make  alterations^,  and  wjien 
tnade^  n^nst  be  observed  $   but  it  should  be  the 


conmktees^  proceeding  on  ibe  rale»  I'bii/v^  w|i«» 
tUMaiyWmWhB  thcf>lmNt4  of  tke  Cliiircb,  as 
vtaUna^ (aietf.reli9fi,of.4h&  Iwrniep^'lor  ectaUisUag 
iiflMdw  fllitke^Aioeti^  rataso  of  aeerlaift>iiwtt^ 
bw«ofti(fenfa^Ttto9(i4  ili  tfaaea  «f  ^loweijkMy  -yo» 
WobM  giro  the  CUioMh-^as  nraicbas  th«gr«.)wrek  ai 
pfntonV'^^^^  4li  rtbase  «Hi8taif(te<ofr  uaeoiiMioa« 
Oto^^eniaii^ « ■  i  an^  as  tharatagea  woaUiCone^nal 
to  the  owner  of  the  Tithe,  you  would^  in  faety 
enHhU  priacipk^  gi«a  the  ehnrtft  men  $  4ha.  spoil 
of ^e'Tithe^arnBr  .WMld,  ^henfiNOy  eMible « jmm 
0t«irt»  loWer-tha  ratage^  ai»dyet  give  move  to 
M  «Hiiiirctt|  io-^Alit  the  kmU  would  ptobably 
be^  tkat'^e  moderate  ckrgymaD  would'  gat  moire^ 
aMitHe  -ttdtbaHikUe  elerg^rman  would  gatless-^ 
W&ietfwodld'te  a  diatribation  of  jnadce^  as  well 
aai^pWfMstty:- 

^"-^  IKmng  ^nee' agreed  on  the  nodas^- 1  woiM 
itiih^  tJ'glVtt  ifae  clergy,  or  lay  tmprapriatori  for 
tHh  lrMibt*ery  bf  tbeiif*'  income,  any  raodei  they 
f^o$iS^io'  ap^oittt;  civil » bill,  <ir  any  ether  iMetbod> 
an#Wto  yon  will  sa^e  them  the  ehSarge  and  dia* 
grace  of  an  expensive  agency,  which  ex^aea 
afl^s »' from  '  the  '  diffionUy  df  ^llito  rtecovery,'  and 
the  tincertHinty  of  the  demand ;  and  if  you  add 


certoioty  of  iBe«ne».ta  tho.  q9Mitati».i«^|0i  j|hi 
mnfof,  o»  the  iwfaiipUt  1  fciiv»  MttmAttHfim.twj^ 
Ui  tin  vthM.  <if  4«»  sGliimb:  yt^fcfljor  miM^ 

crwue^  thQfigli:ihe  iiMigiiuHr  «lNn  iwotldtibk 
•NmwNCffiM  w»<t  ittwiiiihiii.  XhiiHNli  i»  iM»i> 
«Bi«ii««,  «o  kttov«j6QR;  ..hum  mi-  4»ly  irgil^ 
«i>ttof  TUfae,.aBA  w  i^oUlivn.or  TMbMHsmi^ 
«ad «l'.tlioM «lraM». vW«l>tem<i(0iiin;«iiift^  lkh» 
wMcitomtj  of  TiilMfi  it  M(«i  ftoa.  Xitli»^il» 
deadly  sting);  wi«ertM»lgr>  and  jukas  it^eakM  ta 
ke  a  gromiig  paiialtf  oii  ,«d«»onlilUi7  MMMirf 
and  it  iMla  iha  qnaattMi  diaeellr' W  Iha.  JMdawlMi* 
of  the  Chnah.  WiUywA^at  ia»pniMiiite»da 
■an^  aBd.BBcwmtiNwWa'  ntefa^  to  raiiinaaatial 
yarl  of  the  Cbnatim  xaOgteBy  «r  thfr.  BrotMHi^ 
•atabBdnent?.  The  Bible  ia  tha  wnrar  «aoM» 
qnaatioD;  evan  tboogh  tlie  eleqcFMyi  ahiNilAika 
aitent>*'«nd  it  is,  tiierefoae,  I.ptesa  Hds  '■nthad 
Hn  move,  -faaoaaae  it  dooa  naiiamlw.tha  awi^jaot 
in  specfttlatioD)  nor  rest  tiie  ndBesa  aCitha^paa* 
aaiitoy-OD  tde  iageattity  of  syatoaiy  bat  nakta.  Ihai 
wttaf  *  mattar  of'  modecation,  and  of  GMltiiB 
eharify ; — ^were  you  dispond  to-  go  fiNntfcMV  IToa 
alight  fiBnny.oo  this.  ragoiatiDDr  a  e<MBmrt<ttiDn, 
which  aboald  mOre  effectaatiy  raliava  the  ylov, 
and  should,   at  tha  same  time;  give  the  benefit 


IMt  ftij^WMog^iMisli  patisk  bcf' n^tfinled  In  Tcstry 
lii^#o|faBhM<'ciiA  flteip«riiM«ii«ri^^  aM  if  Vtmf 
ai^oMt  «gif«iiy  fibt  tttk  <afp»ii*^  tlMiiit  owift)  iflM 
•ikli<iev«»3r-;y^«r  mifke>a;  k«ltt!i*«W 'iu*e»  tmdw 
UBiig*  «b  wpplbllRB,  ."MthA  ilbali  nidfe  «  vAw. 
HMm  «fi  tlie'^«kme,'iicMliilH$'to  <»  'Vkklfig-MMA, 
•MB- flu  I'hATe  0lM«ii,  :«i  Ii«  MtebUMiei-  by  a«t 
<f99Mlattfiilii^  atd  «kM  -MtUiatilHl'ito 'iM  TakeA'ift 
Hii  I«uftllttr's«rr«8i«r4iaiiiiiiftl  dM»gl».  '  fhm  -ikm 
{ten«ftfft' inMoife  )itiJ«M 4iior«Me  with  -4he>)enrtMik 
«r'»tiHag^  ^iiUlioiit  •'  faVitig  principslly  vnl  Hbb 
plm§ki  \:iV?lM  'fiiatiple  nf^llti*  -^UMy  if '  yM 

tfiiMlMttlMll»i««t  of  Hiiiy  aid  cf  tlwMiilibr  Jtegiu. 
lMtta»i[rlMi'i  tat*  gulMtatotaJ,  wOk  b*:«beii:«to. 
liiMltfltlw  pienBoiid  eo— ittwy-  i£  yon-  Aa» 
4Mof«  -lavaq^iat  thea9  Air,  ia  fao^  9Niir.|ilMft 
•akMrnxita  latk  •f-Ae  infawyy  aad  the  Ma«lvk> 
(iMte>«f -^h^M  osminUlees  ;  and  the  siaat  iM> 
Jte^n^  Mii  'thvi  ffiri)^  to  iya«r  avenian  ityAibiitf 
^|ttl|y;»>>llRi«' «te 'other  Jlffle«ltie9>  laitew^  the 
iMIettllUtof  ipride^'tUe  imm]im9  ut.fm^m, 
(ha  MletiVties-'of^iigotry,.  tootraotMO  o£.iha  haai^ 
att4  hfe]!<lb«^  «f  th«  heart, 
.  ..(uem^M  ar«  nade  mnn  napeetaU»tiiag^>ataJ 
natttfriof'to;,-  any  aiher  Itrrtid  «f  propatiy.    W 


Rfgb  Priest  win tiottlAea-piy^llMfM 

diat  is^  in  oilier  words^  he  ^bitik&iliey  hft^'i'^^ 

▼ine  right  to  Tifhe.       •  •  *        ••f     •^••'^  '    • 

<^  Wheiiee  ?— None  fhmi  ttie  lewis  $^*i4ifo  pMMt- 
hood  of  the  JcIwb'  had  not  the  letith  ;  the'^lMttte* 
had  the  tenths  because  they  had  no  other  ivheri- 
fance;  bat  Aaron  and  his  oons  had  bnt  thtieiitli 
Of  that  tenth ;  tbM  is^  the  Priesthood  of  the  JlnrB 
had  bat  the  hundredth  part^  the  resA-wis  far 
other  uses ;  fSsr  the  rest  of  the  LenrUes^  MiAJft  tba 
poor^  the  ^nmger^  the  widow,  ^the  orpha*,  aad  Jttie 
temple.  .u      afi....:; 

f^  Bat  supposing  the  Jewish'  ptriertboodf y  hod 
the  tenth,  which  Uiey  certainly  had^not^  (tllift 
Christian  priesthood,  does  not  claim  under  Aem. 
Ohrist  was  not  a  Levite,  nofc:  of  the  tajbetr^f^ 
Levi,  nor  of  the  Jewish  priesthood,  hot  eamato 
protest  against  that  priesthood,  their  wonrhip^ 
tiieir  ordinances,  their  passover^  and  ^lsir.foiff>^- 
cumdsion.  f.  ...r 

<^  Will  a  Christian  priesthood  say  it  was  meet 
to  put  down  the  Jewish,  but  meet  lik«wi8^.-«i 
seise  on  the  spoil ;  as  if  their  riches  >  wcito  of 
divine  right,  though  their  religion  was  not  ;^  as 
if  Christian  disinterestedness  might  take  Aib-iwaA^ 
and  the  Tithe  given  in  lien  of  land,  andposiess- 
ed  of  both,  and  divested  of  the  rlmritrs  cKdtim 
a^inst  the  avarice  of  the  Jews  > 


dmn%ii4k|4^  4beyjyfii|i4  He  mlm^  nimoa  thfqs 
preached,  protested  against  the.  priaci|^  oil 
wia^  VHhi>i8^'lDi4H4«drTt'Qw^^  neither  scrips 
ser  pqfse^neis  i^ioesj;  iiii^  wliatsoeTer  hcmse  ye 
g)D^>fl9^,{Feece«? 

..  .^ULeneiecoiieordi  and  eontempt  ef  riekes,  not 
TitUe.  ^  Take  no  tlMu§lit  isM:ye  shaU  eat,  or 
what  gre  skaH  drittk,  nor  for  your  kodies,  what  ye 
eiMll  piAea;?  ea seid.Ohrist to kb/aposflee.  Doee 
tiite  taofclikto  a<rigbt.i»  kis  priestkeod  to  a  tentk^of 
tke  goods  of  tke  community  ? 

iMBttware  of  covetaiisDest— ^eek  not  wkuit  ye 
ekall  eat^  but  6eek  tke  kingdom  of  Gdd.'^ 

'^Cape  almS'^provide'  yourselves  w^itk  kags 
tikfat' wix*  iiot  oldV'  a  treasure  in  keaven  whieh 
Mleth  tiot.^'*  fFhie  does  not  look  like  -a  rigkt 
itf  4k<i^  Cbiistian  priesthood  to  the  tenth  of  ibe 
gfti^s'ef^'the  eommmiity  exempted  from  tke  poor% 
dividend. 

^  Dietfibnte  unto  tke  Poor,  and  seek  treasore  in 
He«ran.'^  « 

'*<^  Take  care  thai  yoor  kearts  be  not  ehai^ed 
mtk  eorfeitingand  drunkenness,  and  ike  cans 
offtlsUfe*^^ 

'<^  One  skould  not  tkink  that  our  Saviour  wae 
layiag  tke  foundation  of  Tithe,  but  cutting  up 


the  rooti  of  tbe  Glaim,  and  prophetieally  admoniib. 
ktg  some  «f  flie  modtetii  i|ii46i»^ood.  If  VJ^Nepn^ 
icepts  we  of  dhrhie  tight,  titbin  ckniioi'be*«o  3  tile 
prbeepfr  whiefa  orders  a  eoiiteiiipf ' Af  riHbeli,  ttie  ^liiiii 
irhieli 'demands  a  tenth  of  the  Imits  of  the  eairttilw 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

^^  The  peasantry,  in  apostolie  tiitfes,  hkd  been 
Wet  ohJ«6t  of  ehtoity,  not  of  e:icaetion:  Those  lo 
iHMse  eaMn  the  Tithe-fhrmer  lias  gibnh  fbr^ihe 
of  f  oi^v  aiid  to  whose  garden  he  has  gone  for  the 
tithe  potatoes,  the  Apostles  wonld  hare  ViSfifod 
ttkevHse ;  hurt  they  would  have  visited  With  eon- 
mbHtiOD,  hot  for  exaction;  the  poor  had  shared 
with  the  Apostles,  though  they  contribute  to  ttie 
fMnfrchman. 

^^  The  Gospel  b  not  an  argument  for,  but  a^nst 
Mie'  righi-divine  of  Tithe ;  so  are  th«  first  fathers 
ef  ttie  €hiircb. 

^<  It  is  the  boast  of  TertuUian,  ^^  JWmo  com- 
pMHur  sei  sfonte  confert  hcee  quasi  deposita  aunt 

^^  With  ns,  men  are  not  under  the  neeesdlty  of 
radeenuog  their  relighm;  what  we  have  is  not 
raised  by  eompolsion )  each  contributes  what  h« 
pleases;  modicam  unusquisque  stipendium  vel 
e^m  i^lit,  Bt  m  nuda  i)dit,  et  $i  mado  po$$et; 
wliat  ve  leceire,  we  bestow  on  (he  pooi^^  Aoold/ 
tljKlr  orphan,  and  the  infirm.'^ 


«^  Qypjriati^  Uie  l>uihop  of  Garibagei  telk  ^ott^ 
th^  cj^^ees  pf  the  chureh  are  fltugal  and 
«PfW&  Imt  her  charity  great; — ^he  callatheClergjr 
his  fratre$  sportulantw — a  fraternity  Uviog  by 
contribation* 

^<  Forsake/'  aays  Origeiii  ^^  the  Priests  of 
Pharaoh^  who  hare  earthly  possessions,  and 
come  to  us .  who  hfive  none--^we  must  not  eoosame 
what  belongs  to  thepoor-^we  must  be  eonteni  with 
simple  fare,  and  poor  apparel,^' 

^^  Chryspstome^  in  the  close  of  the  foQrtb 
eentury,  declares^  that  there  was  no  praetice  dt 
Tithes  in  the  former  ages — and  Erasmas  says, 
that  the  attempt  to  demand  them  was  no  bettef 
than  tyranny. 

/^!Eiut  there  is  an  authority  still  higher  than 
the  opinions  of  the  Fathers-— there  is  an  au- 
thority of  a  Council — ^the  Council  of  Antioeh, 
in  the  fourth' century,  which  declares,  that  Bishops 
may  distribute  the  goods  of  the  Church,  but  must 
tak^  QD  ])art  to  themselves,  nor  to  the  Priests  that 
lived  with  them,  u^less  necessity  required  them 
just1y-^<<  Have  food  and  raiment;  be  therewith 
content" 

^^This  was  the  state  of  the  Church,  in  its 
purity;  in  the  fiAh  eentury,  decimation  began, 
and    Christianity    declined  ; — then,    indeed,    the 

right  of  Tithe  was  advanced,  and  advanced   into 
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a  4itl6  thftt  ilMwed  U.  Th^  |)iMelv9i^  wkfL  M- 
itunced  tb^  dqctcinei  .gilaeed  aU  Christiav  yiHoe 
in  tke  payivent  of  TUke^  Tli|^  fl»id|  thf^^iht 
Ciliri^Ua  religioBi .  as.  wa  «i^  tbe  Proiestaat  n* 
lij^QD^  depended  on  it.  They  said^  that  those 
who  paid  not.lheir  Tithes^  would  b^  found  gwlty 
bAfpre  God  ;  and  if  they  did  not  give  the  tenth. — 
that  God  would  reduce  the  country  to  a  tenth. — ; 
Blasphemous  {preachers ! — ^gross  .ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  things — impudent  familiarity  with  the 
ways  of  God— audacious^  assumed  knowledge  of 
l^is  judgments^  and  a  false  denunciation  of  bis  Ten- 
geance.  And  yet  even  these  rapacious^  blasphe- 
nous  men^  did  not  acknowledge  to  demand  Tithe 
for  themselves^  but  the  poor— alms !— *the  debt 
of  6harHy — ^the  poor's  patrimony.  ^^  We  do  not 
limit  you  to  a  precise  sum ;  but  yon  will  not  give 
less  than  the  Jews'^ — decintiB  sunt  tributa  ^gen- 
Unm  animarum  reide  tribute  pauperibus.  Au- 
gustine goes  on^  and  tells  you^  that  as  many 
poor  as  die  in  your  neighbourhood  for  wan^  you 
not  paying  Tithe,  of  so  many  murders  will  you 
be  found  guilty  at  the  tribunal  of  God- -tonfc^rum 
homicidiomm  reus  ante  tribunal  etemi  juiids 
ajpparebit  ^  Let  us^'  says  St.  Jerome^  ^  at  least 
follow  :the  example  of  the  JeM'^^  and  part  of  the 
whole  .give  to  the  priest  and  the  poor.'  To  .  tbpse 
authorities  >Ye  arc  to  add  the  decree  of  two  couu* 


close  of  the  sitth  centmy^  Md  ^  decree  of  the 
Council  of  Kantz^  io  th^  close  of  Hie  ninlh.-^ 
The  first  orders^  thtA  Tithes  may  be  brought  In 
by  the  people^  that  the  priest  may  expend  them 
for  the  ase  of  th6  poor^  and  the  redemptioD  of 
captives.— The  latter  decrees^  that  the  clergjr  arb 
to  use  the  Tithes^  not  as  a  property^  but  a  trust — 
non  qvMi  suis  9ei  commeniatis. 

^^It  was  not  the  table  of  the  priest,  nor  his 
domestics;  nor  his  apparel,  nor  his  influence,  nor 
his  ambition,  but  a  Christian  equipage  of  tender 
virtues — ^the  widow,  the  orphan,  and  the  poor; 
they  did  not  demand  the  Tithe  as  a  corporation' 
of  Proprietors,  like  an  East-India  Company, 
or  a  South-Sea  Company,  with  great  rights 
of  property  annexed,  distinct  from  the  com. 
munity,  and  from  religion;  but  as  trustees, 
humble  trustees  to  God,  and  the  poor,  pointed 
out^  they  presumed,  by  excess  of  holiness  andf 
contempt  of  riches.  Nor  did  they  resort  to 
decimation,  even  under  these  plausible  preten- 
sions^ until  forced  by  depredations  committed 
by  themselves  ou  one  another.  The  goods  of 
the  church,  of  whatever  kind,  were  at  first  in 
common  distributed  to  the  support  of  the  church, 
and  the  '  provision  of  the  poot — ^but  at  length, 
the  more  powerful  part,  those'  wIjo  atteuiled  tb^. 


4tmriM  of  ^'pfiaMSf^-ftbdy.  tflw)  *  intenneddAsd  jm 
(Mate  affairs^  the  busy  Sigb  prie^  aad  ..'fha. 
geml4,  V  gedbtimis^  elsricd  vpolittoian ;  i  andl  par- 
ticularly the  abbots  ivho  had  eagaged  in^  vmwp 
aa4  .had  that  pretence  for  extortien,  urarped 
^..ficmd^  left  the.  basiness  of  prayer  ta.tbe 
inferior  clergy,  and  the*  inferior  ck^  to  ^tt 
9XlA  the  people. 

<<  Thus  the  claim  of  Tithe  originated  in  real 
extortioiii  apd  was  propagated  by  afifoctod;  cha- 
fiiy;  at  ftrst,  for  the  poor  siad  the  etamch^ 
fiCteirwardii  subject  to  th^  fourfold  division^  ibe 
Bifihop^  the  Fabric^  the  Minister^  and  the  Poor ; 
this  in  Europe. 

^  In  England  Tithe  is  not  founded  on.dirine 
jrigbt^  but  was  said  to  be  iotrodofced  by  mw* 
d^:  a  King  of  Mercia^  in  the  seyeoth  eentuTy, 
assassinates  another  Prince  in  a  most  barhvoos 
Aianner^  wd  grants,  with  what  power  L  know 
not,  the  tenth  of  his  subjects'  goods,  forab- 
.solution ;  but  in  England,  as  elsewhere^  the 
fourfold  division  took  place.~*So  says  Black* 
*  etone« 

**  Nay,  the  preamble  of  the  grant  of  Stephen 
recognizes  tithe  to  be  alms ; 

^   ^^^^iuce  it  is  divulged,   far  i^nd   near,   by   the 

^Chnx^l^   that  aools   may  receive   absQlution   by 

^be  gruit  of  alttts,    ^'  I,  Stephen^r  to  aaye  ny 


awn   sanly  thai  of  «iy  faiiier'8^  and  jthai  of  my. 
motheFa^  and  my  relations.^' 

<^  Then  he  goes  on^  and  grants  or  conftrms  {TUhea. 
and  other  things. 

^  Nay^  there  are  two  aets  of  PaTliament 
express^  one  the  18th  Richard  11.  providing,* 
tfaat^  for  the  appropriation  of  benefices^  there 
shall  be  provision  made  for  the  vicar  and  the 
poor** 

^  The  eanse  of  this  act  of  Parliament  were 
bendlees  given  to  persons  v^ho  did  not,  or 
could  not  preachy  lay  persons^  sometimes  mms^ 
(as  vre  give  them  to  non-residents)  to  the  ne- 
glect of  the  poor's  portion. 

^^  These  principles  were  departed  fromi  and 
the  tmst  most  undoubtedly  buried  in  oblivion; 
but  let  me  add^  the  christian  religion  was  forgotten 
likewise. 

<^  Hence  the  Reformation  bringing  back 
Christianity    to  its    old    purity ;    and  hence  a 

*  Because  divers  damages  uid  hindrances  have  sftentim^s 
happened  bj  the  iq>propriatioa  of  benefiees  in  seme  plaees^t 
is  agreed,  that  in  every  lieenae  it  shall  be  expressly  conprisedi 
that  the  diocesan  of  the  place  shiUV  ordain,  according  to  the 
value  of  snch  churches,  a  convenient  sum  of  money  shall  be 
paid  and  distributed  yearly,  out  c^the  fruits  and  profits  of  some 
churches,  to  the  poor  parishioners-of  some  chureheSy  in  aid  of 
Aeir  sustenance  for  ever;  likewise  that  the  Vtcar  be  wdl  and 
euffielenUy  endowed^-^Btatute-Heury  lY.  coiifirmH  this  aet^ 
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wperi6r  "and  milder  ^er  of  FrieatSi  who  purged 
the  spiritual  and  some  of  the  temporal  abomina- 
tiom^  hot  did  not  entirely  relinquish  the  claim  to 
the  tithe ;  though  I  must  own  great  numbers  have 
too  much  purity  to  insist  on  it — a  claim  which  I 
have  shewn  to  have  been  in  its  creation  an  en- 
croachmeirt  on  the  laify^  and  in  its  application  an 
encroachment  on  the  poor.    No  divine- r|^ty  no^ 
qpr  natural  r^t :  the  law  of  Nature  and   the 
l»w  of  God  are  the  same  ;  the  law  of  Nature  doth 
Wt  give  property^  but  the  law  of  Nature  abhors 
^at  disproportion  of  property  which  is  to    b« 
frand  in  the  claim  of  900  or  1000  men  to  ib< 
IDth  of   the  goods    of  3^000^000 ;    a  claim   in 
th^  3000th    part  of  the  coBunnnity  to  the  iOth 
of  its  property— surfeit  on  the  part  of  the  few- 
famine  on  the  part  of  the  many — a  distribution 
oC  the  fruits  of  the  earth  j   impossible^   beastly, 
shocking  in  itself^  and  when  accompanied  with 
a  claim  to  extravagant  moderation    and    purity 
ridiculous  and  disgusting— a   claim  against  the 
proportions  of  Nature  and  the  precepts   of  the 
Gospel. 

^  *^  I  know  there  are  acts  of  Parliament  on  this 
suluect  The  act  of  Henry  VIII.  which  reqaiies 
the  setting  out  of  the  Tithe ;  an  act  of  collection^ 
not  creation  ;    an  act  which  had  the  lay  impro. 


priator  in  view^  and  whieh  seems  to  Ukt  linr 
^anied  a  eUiai  of  gtrperstttioti^  fbudded  on  tko 

pretence  of  charity I  kv6w  there  are  aianjr  suVi 

seqaent  acts  (whfeh  are  called  Tithe-bilUX  in^ 
tended  to  assist  the  collection  of  ^astomary,  not 
fall  Tithe^  and  in  ttiat  confidence  panted  by 
Parliament 

^^1  am  not  now  enqmring  whethei^  the  chdm 
to  the  fall  l^he  is  legale  but  whether  the  appH- 
ciition  6f  that  Titiie,  ftnr  Mie  sole  pnipMe  of 
snpporting  the  priest  in  umrpation.  Au'd^l  have 
shewn  yon^  that  Tithe  was  a  chttrity^  siAjeet  io 
the  mipport  of  the  p6or  In  the  first  plUce^  aii^ 
ttie  priest  in  the  last.-^I  have  shewn  yon/ thai 
Tithe  does  niit  stand  en  the  delicate  ground  of 
private  property* — I  have  shewn  yon  that  it  wHi 
a  trusty  converted  into  a  property^  by  abuse  ^ 
which  abuse  the  Legislature  may  control^  wMhoni 
sacrilege  dr  robbery. — If  a  right  to  the  foil  te^ith 
is  yet  insisted  on^  give  them  the  full  tenth,  on 
the  principles  on  which  alone  they  at  first  ven-' 
iured  to  demand  it— subject  to  a  poor  rate—Let 
the  trust  be  execnted-^-let  widows  and  orphans 
share  it— let  the  House  of  Industry^  and  the' 
various  hospitals  and  infirmaries;  share  ft— ^Let 
the  House  of  God  (now  a  hovel  repaired  at  the 
expense  of  Parliament,  though/  by  the  canon 
UW;  it    should   be    repoiircd  T)y '  the  priesthood) 


thuK'it;  let  the  poorer/ oM^r  of  ae.\jM0iiiry 
eh&re  it  If  ihe  clergy  will  insist  on  taking  tkt 
foil  Tithes  of  hi^  {Kytatoes^  if  th6y  take  the  otaff 
out  of  his  haads^  they,  must  cafty  the  peasant  on 
their  eboiilders.  < 

<^  Tbas,  the  Clergy,  insbtiag  on  the  aummum 
j,u8y  and  the  laity  oo  the  gumma  justiHoy  tkt 
Ibtmer  woaM  not.  be  richer  by  the  chaise.  I 
sAioold^  on  such  a  change,  condole  with  the 
Ohwch,  and  coogratalate:  the  poor  ;  andil  ftlionid 
applaud  the  diseretion,  as  well  as  the  moderation, 
of  those. excellent  pastors,  who  did  not  nice  npy 
tf^m  the  ashes  of  superstition,  this  claim  to  fhe 
ievith,  but  were  satisfied  with  competeMO  mill 
character,  and  brotherly  love,  and  a  righto  Hve 
by  their  oiinistry— ^a  right,  set  forth  in  the  Gotpei, 
and  whick  Nature  had  set  forth,  even  ttiough  the 
ChMipel  had  been  silent. 

f^  Impracticable,  impracticable,  imprac^Uca- 
ble,''  a  zealous  divine  will  say ;  '^  any  alteratiov 
is  beyond  the  power  and  wisdom  of  Parliament — 
above  the  faculties  of  man  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  900  clergymen*,  who  despise  ridies :'' 
were  it  to  raise  a  new  tax  for  their  provision,  or 
for  that  of  a  body  less  holy — how  easy  the  task ! 
hoiw  various  the  means !  bat,  when  the  proposal 
is  to  diminish  a  tax  already  established*— an  im- 
possibility glares   us  in  the  face,  of  a  measure 


^f  Miff^^  tl4»fc  the    pnp^y  «>f    tbe  ebureb 

d|;fiAb»n4  ^thu^  vlipii  7fioc«&et  U  at  all,  709 

touch  on  holy  tbingfi^  tbep  pall  tbe  propmal  bmA 

C44r  the  jreformati^  j^fanis,  aacrikgiona,   bias- 

p]bi^moiii|i    but  iieyer  call  the  pmpoaal   iaiprae- 

t|cabl^  .  How  are  tha  alargy  pMd  ia  Hollaml  ?i 

1^    4i^4  ^/dffxy-r-HQW    w  3coUaAd?   byftaad 

af|.l#t];|tr-inaver   kaa   th^o  1000  piark9^  nor  mottf 

tbitfi  8(]pO ;  ara  tba  eleigy  U  Seo^Uod  defieiai|tl 

^M   bis^oqr  no   oUigatioii  to  tha  clergy  ol!^4btft 

eag^mfiUB  peopla  j-~hoiir  tap  the   eivil^  militM7^> 

and  rawMMie  aatabliahoiettta  paid  in  Ireland  ?  ¥y* 

ftjEi^   iialary.-rYw  bftve  not  foand  it   dMheulty 

hot  fiiMUy  Aicile.to  ereate  wefa  salaries.    In  these' 

ItLMtk  iyfeoljf  yeuBy  you  have  created   not  a  few* 

MnA    yon  have  done   this  for  laymeo,  to  vrhom^* 

salary  w^    th^   principal    object;  but    for  tbe 

Chuccbf  vhare  the  provUion,  tlie  temporal  con- 

alderAtioni  is  but  secondary — a  moderate  means 

fu;r  the  anppofrt  r  of  the  gre^  duty  of  prayer*-*to 

aoi^Qse  the  Togulation^  or    eren  qtoderaiion  of 

that    provision    impracticable^    aonei^es    a   nmt 

trapaeendant   importance   to   what  is  ^rosa  and 

tantporaly    and    a    coapparatiye    ineigMfieance  ^to 

what  i9  pore  and  spiritual,  and  throws  a  certain 

complexion    of  grossness^  and    inabttinence^  on 

T  S 
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certain  devout  and  most  learned  eontrovenialiiis. 
— If^    indeed^    you    conceive  ifh«i    is    given  ii 
commutation  should  be    equal    to   the    tenth   «f 
your  produce,    the   impracticability  is  adndtted. 
While  I  admire  the  enormity  of  the  soggeBtioi^ 
I  acknowledge  the  impracticability  of  the  execs- 
tion  of  it.     I  believe  the  Legislature  will  never 
agree  to  give  them  the  tenth   either  in  covubb- 
tation  or  Tithe — ^both    are    impracticable-^seeli 
a   claim,    and    such    a    commutation,    th«t   900 
men  should    have  the  tenth  of  the  propeKy  of 
8,000,000;  and    you    will    ftnd    we    are   mcli 
more — ^the  custom  of  the  country,  the  madea  of 
several  places,  your  own  vote  of  Agtatmentf  aad 
above  all,  the  interest  of  religion  and  <tf  frugal 
piety,  forbid  it — ^give  them  the  tenths   and  yea 
give  away    your  religion;    but  if   yeu^  mean  a 
commutation    for  customary    proits,    nob  extoa- 
vagant  claims,  I  think  I  have    diewn    yen  that 
commutation  is  not  impracticable ;  I  have  diewo 
you  how  their  present  livings  can  be  discovered, 
and  can  be  commuted  :  the  value  is   not  an  im- 
penetrable mystery  ;  there  is  hardly  a  parish  in 
which  you  could  avoid  to  find  twelve  respectable    | 
parishioners   who  would  ascertain  their    tmtages, 
and  their  income;  nor  is  there  a  ClergymaiB  wlio    ^ 
could  not  tell  you,  nor    a  Tithe-farmer,   nor  a 
Ti^he  proctor,  nor  a  Bishop;  for  he^  in  luattafle    i 
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wkh  ilie  ifiakter^  aboat  translatioD^  generally 
gives  in  a  tchednle  of  the  yalae  of  the  livings  in 
bis  diecege^  I  think  it  nnneeeasary  to  add^  that 
tbihre  ore  several  Acts^  and  one  of  the  last  Session^ 
requiring  sueh  a  discovery^  and  the  ratages  in  eer- 
taki  cases  to  be  made  on  oath. 

<*  Men  are  apt  to  ai^e  as  if  an  error  in  thai 
difloorery  might  be  fatal^  as  if  the  essence  of 
religion  was  in  the  quantam  of  solid  fbod^  and  as 
if  S0{.'  a  year  more^  or  302.  less^  wonld  be  a 
differerce  decisive  u  to  the  propagation  of  ther 
GoapeL  The  inaccuracy  that  may  attend  the 
various  ways  of  information  on  this  subject^ 
cannot- be  mneh,  and  if  it  shall^  in  a  small  degre^ 
lower  the  great  livings^  and  raise  the  small^  can- 
not be  fatal. 

^^  I  shonld  not  wish  to  give  the  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  less  than  they  have  at  present^  except  in 
some  eases  of  hardship  and  extortion ;  bnt  suppose 
eeme  of  them  did  receive  less,  would  the  Ghorch 
fall ;  The  importance  and  the  difficulty  of  accuracy  \ 

on  this  question  are  both  over-rated. 

<^  This  objection  of  iippracticabUityy  therefore^ 
againat  a  commutation  is  but  a  pretence^  and 
.  againet  a-  modus  is  not  even  a  pretence ;  or  is  it 
impracticable  to  inquire  into  the  present  ratages^ 
and  on  that  information  to  proceed?  If  so^  if 
this  step  its  impracticable^   tbe^  abuses  that  grpw 
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out  of  Tithefl  are  tnearabl^  $  ani  ttietf  yoa.  4>0(;lit 
to  reject  the  system  of  THke  ai  an  kidOCTigible 
e\il^  and  recor  to  another  mode  of  payii^  jair 
clergy.  If  a  modus  is  ilnpossible^  a  eoBimafeatioB 
id  necessary. 

^^  We  are  too  apt  to  conceive  pnUie  eaires 
impracticable — every  thing  bold  and  radioa1|  in 
the  i^hape  of  public  redress^  is  termed  iiBprac- 
ticable. 

*^  I  remember  when  a  Deelaration  of  Sight 
was  thdught  impraeticable*— whea  the  Ind^en- 
dency  of  the  Irish  Parliament  was  thoagli*  an- 
practicable— when  the  estaUishnfent  of  a  Vree 
Trade  was  thought  impraetieaMe-^wheii  the 
restoration  of  the  JiKlieature  of  oiir  Feera  was 
thought  impracticable — ^when  an  exoloaioa  of  the 
liegistative  Power  of  the  Council  waa  tiioQght 
impracticable — when  a  limited  Mntioy^U^  with 
Irish  articles  of  war  in  the  body  of  it^  and  the 
Declaration  of  Right  in  its  fronts  was  thoi^ht 
impracticable — when  the  formation  of  a  Te- 
nantry-bill,  for  securing  to  the  tenantry  of 
Ireland  their  leasehold  interest,  was  thovght  im- 
practicable— and  yet  those  things  have  net  only 
come  to'  pass,  but  form  the  base  on  wMeh  we 
stand.  Never  was  there  a  country  to  wbiislt  the 
argument  of  impracticability  was  less  applicable 
than  Ireland.' 
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<<  IiolMd  te  %  great  caj^ity  not  yet  brouglii 
Into  aetion-^Nfliiieh  has  bten  civiliEed^  wnch  ha^ 
been  feelaimedr  bat  soaiethiDg  is  to  be  redressed ; 
•j^tlie  lower  orders  of  the  people  claim  your  atten- 
tion — ^the  best  hnsbandry  is  tbe  husbandry  of  the 
Imman  creatare.  What !  can  you  reclaim  tbe  tops 
of  yonr  moBBtains,  and  cannot  yon  improve  your 
people?  Every  animal^  except  the  tyger^  (as  I  have 
heard)  is  capable  of  being  reclaimed — ^the  method 
is  to  fitod^  to  feed  after  a  long  hunger ; — ^yon  have 
vrith  your  own  peasanitry  began  the  process^  and 
yoa  bad  better  complete  the  experiraeat. 

^^  Inadeqnate-^inadequate^"  interposes  tiie  ad- 
vocate for  exaction ;  ^^  the  rich  will  intercept  tfie 
relief  intended  by  Parliament.'^ 

<<  Tiiie  objection  supposes  the  eondition  of  the 
peasantiy  to  be  poer  in  the  last  degree — it  sup- 
poses ttiat  condition  to  arise  from  various  compli- 
cated Cannes  ;  low  price  of  labour^  high  price  of 
land^  number  of  absentees^  and  other  causes ;  and 
it  refers  the  poor  to  tbe  hangman  for  regulation^ 
and  to  Providence  for  relief ;  and  it  justifies  this 
abandonment..of  one  part  of  the  community,  by 
a.. crimination  of  the  other :  on  a  surmise  that  tlie 
upper  erders  of  men  in  this  conntry  are  complete 
extortioners,  and  would  convert  abatement  of 
tithe  into  increase  of  rent,  and  thus  intercept  the 
justice  of  Parliament. — Here   I  must  absolutely 


ftnd  instantly  deny  the  fact;  tlie'landlovd« 
not  as  described ;  expensive  freqaently,  I  all«w ; 
bat  an  hospitable,  a  hnmane,  and  affectionafe 
peop)e^--the  genius  of  the  Irish  nation  is  affection 
— the  gentlemen  are  not  extortioners  by  nature^ 
nor  (as  the  Tithe-farmer  is)  by  profession.  In 
some  cases  they  do  set  their  land  too  high,  in  many 
not,  and  on  that  bead  they  are  daily  becoming 
more  reasonable* 

'^  Tour  Magistracy-bill,    your  Riot-act,   yon» 
Oompensation-bill,  what  becomes  of  the  authority 
of  these  laws  with  the  lower  orders — ^if  yon  argue 
them  into  a  conviction,    that  the    landlords  of 
Ireland,  that  is,  the  landed  interest,  who  passed 
these  acts  in  their  collective  capacity,  are^  in  flieir 
individual  capacity,   but  so  many  extortiMmy? 
Look  to  the  fact,  to  their  leases  for  thiKj*4Mie 
years,  or  three  lives — ^not  like  bishops'  leases; 
look  to  their  lands — ^not  like  church  lands.    See 
the  difference  between  the  lands  of  laymon,  who 
have  an  interest  in  the  inheritance,  and  of  chofeh* 
men,  who  have  only  the  esprit  de  corps,  thai  is, 
a  fiilse  andbarren  pride,  in  the  succession ;  look  to 
the  landlord's  conduct — ^tliey  passed  a  Teqaatvy- 
hill'-^the  bishops  rejected  a  Lease«biU,  and  have 
almost  nnifermly  resisted  every  bill  that  tended 
to  the  improvement  of  the  counti^, — if,   by  the 
remotest  possibilitT,-  their  body,  could  be  in  tbe 
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•malkst  dfgree  of  prejudice  in  the  moat  iii$i^tiift5> 
eantof  if^  least  warrantable  preteoBions;  butJif 
still  yoo  doabt^  call  forth  the  tenantry,  and  pat 
tb0  question  to  them*-rdo  not  take  your  opinion 
from  the  oppressor;  ask  the  oppressed^  and  they 
will  tell  you^  what  we  know  already,  that  the 
great  oppression  is  Tithe  ;  the  i^iddle-mau's 
over-reaching^  as  in  many  instances,  I  ac^now/* 
ledge  (compared  to  the  Tithe-farmer^s)  is  mercy« 
Suppose  him  as  destitnte  of  eompuBctiop, .be  is 
Bot  armed  with  the  same  powers  of  tortiixe, 
ihoagh  be  had  the  same  genina  for  oppression^* 
he  has  not  his  own  tribunals,  nor  can  be  put  tbfe 
eonntryman  to  expense  of  attending  on  Yioara^ 
Gonrts,' nor'of  watching  his  crop,  nor  of  delay- 
ing bis*  harvest  home,  nor  of  notices,  uo^  sum* 
monses,  nor  of  drinking  at  bis  ale-faonse,  whilft 
the  value  of  the  Tithe  is  computed,  nor  of  all 
that  train  of  circumstances  and  charge  with 
which  the  uncertain  dues  of  the  Ohurch  ate  now 
collected,  at  the  expense  of  the  morals  of  the 
people. 

^^  But  if  the  charge  was  founded  in  fact,  it  is 
not  an  argum.ent,  and  has  nothing  to  say  to  the 
question^  where  similar  exertions  of  oppression, 
if  tnorally  probable,  are  rendered  legally  impos- 
sible. The  landlord  cannot,  in  conwqneace  of  ex- 
emption from  TithC;  raise  his  rent  on  his  lessees, 


dwiag  the  wntinniuice  of  the  t«ii|i.  Now9.4f» 
yoa  imapne  thai  it  is  the  eoitagiir  anly^  «wl 
not  the  leMee  also^  that  eMiplaui  of  Titbo-^ 
they  an  both  aggrievod— the  tenattiry  of  InlaiMl 
are  a^pneved->*'tbe  leaaeei  therefm^t  miat  be  n- 
lieved  by  the  plan^  aod  the  eottagar  eamiot  ho 
equftHy  oppressed^  because  he  agrees  for  bis  nst 
befbre  he  sows  his  erop-**hot  pays  his  Titte  after- 
wards; tbe  latter  of  course  mast  be,  and  tlM 
forsier  cannot  be^  a  charge  for  his  extraordinary 
labour.  Rent  is  a  charge  on  land,  Tithe  en  la* 
boQr-4he  one  detnite^  the  other  indeinite;  they 
are  not  convertible  ;  increase  year  rent  «od«r  aay 
pretence,  still  it  must  avoid  tbe  essontial  evil  «f 
Tithe-^the  evil  of  being  arbitrary;  a  tax  lishig 
with  industry.  Suppose  the  severest  case,  ime 
pound  an  acre  advanced  rent  for  potatoe  gamid, 
the  cottager,  by  extraordinary  labour,  works  biia* 
self  coBoparatively  out  of  bis  rent,  and  into  A 
greater  Tithe ;  thus  extortion  by  rent,  is  bat  « 
cruel  compulsion  on  extraordinary  labonr"-4>Bt 
Tithe  a  penalty. 

^  There  are  certain  arguments,  which  leading 
to  sonietbing  absurd  and  nonsensical,  are  stricken 
out  of  the  tribe  of  logic ;  those  arguments  sbould 
meet  the  same  fate  which  lead  to  something  thst 
is  worse  than  either  nonsense  or  absnrdity-N^^to 
cnieltjir  aad  to  oppression.--^f  this  tribe  is  the 


v&Ammin^t  nbw  eottb«t^    aW  ai^flteiC  wMdl 
wcraM  fe#rtf  tie  UiidloFas  wifliBAt  eliaraotcr,  to 
leaTc  the  cc^mon  ptipYe  idthofit  Mdnw^-^I  con- 
demn tte  premvae^  biK;  I  abhw  tike*  eMckifiidtt.<^ 
W^liat !   shotfld  the  d«^gy  eppreta  th^  poar^  be*^ 
eanae  the  htndlovtfs  (aa-is  allaged)  do  m  Klftwij? 
— beeause  fte  latter  (ais   ia  alleged)  over-valva 
laud^  ehaTl  ttie  charidr  ovareliarge  labM^?-«b€t* 
canae  the  pcbsaat  pays  (aa   is   adlaged)   soma* 
tinKBs  ftve  or  aix  poutfdd  per  acre  lot  bia  laod^ 
aball  he  pay  twelve  or  tweaty  6failUii09  to.  tha 
parsdii  for  Ms  potatoes  P    The  premiaas  oC  tb^ 
arguflfient  impeach  tfhe  ehavaefet  of  the  li%bes 
oftie^,  and  the  eomAuaion  would  steal  one  order 
agaiaat  the  other^  and  the  resalt  of  Meb  reasoiUBg 
would  leave  yott  (what  it  affeots  to  find  yoa) 
wieked  and  miserable;    and  common  sense  and  , 
GbfistiaD    charity    lift    up   tbeic  bands  against 
saeb  an  opprobrious  premise^  and  anab  a  pemi-* 
eious  eonekision. 

^^  If  sueh  were  the  state  of  ow  wontry^  die 
church  should  interpose  and  give  a  good  exam« 
pie,  aad  not  follow  a  bad  one  ;  they  should  say, 
we  will  take  the  lead ;  we  will  oi&rselves  moderate 
the  exactions  which  oppress  the  poer;f«-4f  the 
rich  take  the  advantage^  and  frustrate  our  pieas  . 
intention^  we  are  not  in  fl[iult--4be  eharaeter  of 
i*p>igiQii  is  free,  bet  ministers  do  not  participate 

u  3 


Ilie  pMii««r  ^  the  peof^e.    Thtt  nm\^t  'ilM* 
meat  left  the  neaeore  I  ptopMe  pMetlMblc^  a»i 
mede  it  neeessary ;  by  tiubi  i^ete  yon  eealr  the  per 
eon  frrai  the  dMieeneef'the  geetleifeeii  kitto  the 
gardeA    ef    the    Mttagei^-^by    that    vote'    yet 
said    yon    shaU  aet   tax  w.$-*4t   ntnaias     te 
you  ta  My,  yea  shall  net  Tithe  the  poor  m- 
CfMiscionahly ;  but  goiag  aa  fhr  as-  ttwt  veteraad 
no  farther,    yon    declare   to  the  pteprieton  af 
Tithe — ^<  Tithe  the  poor  as  you  please,  provided 
we  do  not  pay  you  f^  and  this  is  what  some  neai 
by  their  zeal  in  the  snpport  of  the  ehureb  j^^^his 
is  l!he  more  exceptionable,  when  yea  reeollectj  that 
of  the  poor   who   pay   yonr   eletgf,  Uhere  u% 
Bombers  of  a  different  religion,  who  of  «9Qm 
receive  no  consideration  from  youT  cfergy,  and 
most  pay  another  clergy.    The  ProtestaM  inle* 
test  may  reqdire  that  these  should  contrfbute  U 
the  Protestant  establishment ;  hot;  the  j^reperilsQ 
and  the  manner  in  which  you  now  mako'  them 
contribute,  redounds  but  little  to  Protestattt  Mtoeor^ 
either  in  Church  or  State. 

"  Aye!  but  will  you  encourage  tumnlt?  Wfll 
you  reward  the  White-boy  ?  Will  you  give  a  prc- 
miam  to  disturbance  ?— Sir,  do  not  advert  so 
'lightly  to  the  state  of  this  country,  nor  pass  so 
superciliously  over  general  distress,  as  to  think  that 
the  RighUboy  or  White  boy,  (or  by  whatever  other 
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itaelO  M»  Aft  oaljr  peaoBs  mh»  suffer  by  Hm 

prMentsMinf  Tillies;  tfatve  are  two  ether  de* 

mriptiotis^^^'ftre  oppressed  by  ttaem-^tbose  who 

did    QothiDg.  in  the  UUe  distorbMiee^   and    VbnoM 

who  ia^k  part  'ta  quail  them.  •  Can  yoa  aupposa 

B0  miivy  would  hate  been  nentral  in  tbs  snppcw- 

aloBy  it  they  had  aat  bean  a  party  to  the   ^p- 

preaaion  ?  and  have  you  eomplained  of  Aa  limgiior 

^f  your  magp^traey,  and  the  snpinevess. .  of  the 

PrQteatant  conntry  fpntieman,  withont  Adv^rtlqg 

ta  the    reason?  The   tomult    was    ponflned^  but 

tltfe  tmffering  was  extensive.    Bat  there  is  ati^er 

body  of  men  who  suffer-*they  who  togk  part  tp 

wppresB  ha^e    they  i  any,  pretensions?  J).o  .yq|i 

deny  that  they  are  snfferers?'~they  w}ll  comei^ 

tha  bair  and  prove  ii^they  will  piwvje  two  thi^ 

twerj  laateriaV  venr  worthy  your  9.ttenti9n-^tli9ir 

msf  it  ud  thsir  suffering, 

f^  Tesj ,  but  will  you  innovate  ?  Admit  th^ 
arg^JPaentf  aa4  we  sit  here  to  conscicrate  abuses. 
The  statutes  of  Mortmain  were  innovation^-^the 
^qpprei&ioii  af  Monasteries  innovation- « -the  Be- 
formation  innovation— for^  what  is  the  Protestant 
.mlipoi^  hut  the  interposition  of  Parliament, 
rescuing  Qhristianity  from  abuses^  introduced  by 
^te  own  priesthood  ? 


their  nature  or  bjf  ours  ;*t-the  beM  hnmaB'itiSlitK. 
tion^  the  BrMisii  CDDstBnttoaydW^o  corrupt^  <Kmt, 
at  different  periods,  it  wa$  anarelijr;  oKgMehy, 
despotism — and  was  restored  by  Paidiaineiit. 

^^The  only  divine  tnstitntion  we  fcnaw  of^  tbe 
Obri6tiati  feligibift^  did  so  ebm^t^  as  to  Ima  be^ 
come  an  abomxnatloD^  and  was  reaened  by  act  of 
Parliament: 

'^^  lAtey  like  estabHshments^  deldiiiea— •^diaease 
Is  tbe  lot  of  nature — ire  oppose  iis  prA^reM  by 
strong  remedies,  we  drink  a  fresb  life  at  some 
medieiilal  fountain,  or  we  find  spedflc  in  some 
fialubrions  berb  :  Will  yon  ball  tbese  restoralrres 
innovation  on  the  physical  cBconomy?  Why  tliea, 
!n  the  pbliiickl  ceconomy,  those  statntes  wbtch 
purge  the  pqblic  weal,  and  from  time  te  time 
guard  that  firm  animal  man  against  tlie  crrik  to 
which  civil  society  is  exposed,  the  enciroaclnBeBts 
of  the  priest  and  the  politician. 

^^  It  is  then  on  a  false  surmiiie  of  oar  nature 
.-this  objection;  we  live  by  a  snccesaton  ef 
amendment;  such  is  the  history  of  man^  sneb, 
above  all,  is  the  history  of  religion.  Where  amend- 
ment was  even  opposed ;  and  those  cant  expres- 
sions, the  supporting  Church  land  State,  were  ever 
advanced    to   continue  the  abuses  of  bath.      Ch| 


•joeQMkiR%  pKftt^iMB^  im>m,  the  ra^^d  bat; 
Uraiqat;  ^of  au|ie?9tition|  ever  screened  iRnovalioa. 
WibeiiwO^  EUwbeth  established  the  Protestant 
i^^glKMi^  shft  ,was  called  an  innovatress — when 
liutber  began  the  reformation^  he  was  called  an 
jfaHMvator  ^.tnay^  when  Herod  and  tiie  high  priest 
Oaiphas  (and  high  priests  of  all  religions  are  the 
same)  .heard  that  one  had  gone  forth  into  the 
moltituile  preachings  gathering  the  poor  like<tiie 
htuk.  uodar  hnr  wing — Ba;^ing  to  the  riehi  give 
unto  the  poor,  and  look  for  treasures  in  Heaven^ 
and  take  heed  that  your  hearts  be  not  overcharged 
with  Inxniy,  surfeit^  and  the  eaaes  of  this  life  ;  I  say^ 
when  Herod  and  the  High  Prie&t  saw  the  author 
of  the  Christian. religion^  thos  giving  comfort  and 
CQuntenaayce^  and  hope  to  the  p«or^  they  were  as- 
toniahed,  they^  fait  in  bis  rebuke  of  their  own 
pomp  and  pride^  and  gluttony  and  beastliness^ 
great  innovatbn— H^hey  felt  in  the  sublimity  of 
bis  morale  great  innovation^  ihey  saw  iu  the 
^ent  of  his  public  car^,  great  innqvatioa;  and 
accqrdingly  they  conspiisd  against  their  Baviour, 
.83  an  innovator;  and  under  the. pretence  of  sup- 
porting what  they  called  the  Church  and  State^ 
they  stigmatized  the  redemption  of  man^  and  they 
crucified  the  Son  of  God. 

.  <^  If  we  were  desirous  to  retort  on  the  Church 
the  argument  of  innovation— ^ita  own  history. Is 


MO 

fertile :  what  is  the  idea  ef  property  u  the  Ghqiieiiy 
but  an  inAovatiou  ?  their  converston  of  property 
from  the  great  body  of  the  Christians^  to  their 
own  use  ?  inQovation-'-their  temporal  poorer  ? 
innovation-'-their' application  for  donations^  equal 
to  tenth  ?  itmovation- -their  conversion  of  those 
iibnations  to  their  own  use  ?  innovation— their  ex- 
eluding  the  fabric  of  the  Churchy  as  well  as  the 
Poor^  from  the  benefit  of  those  donations  ?  innova- 
tions—their various  Tithe-bills  ?  innovation — their 
Blot-act  ?  innovation- --their  Compensation-act  ? 
fainoVation. 

^^  To  judge  of  the  objection  of  innovation  against 
iliy  plan,*  ^ee  what  that  plan  does  liot  do. 

^^  It  does  not  sffeet  the  doctrine  of  our  religion 
—it  does  not  alter  the  Church  establishment — it 
^oes  not  affect  the  constitution  of  episcopacy. 
The  modus  does  not  even  alter  the  mode  of  thetr 
^ {provision,  it  only  limits  the  quantum;  and  limits 
it-  on  principles' much  less  severe  than  that  charity 
lifhich  they  preachy  or  that  abstinence  which  they 
inculcate.  Is  this  innovation  ?  Moderation,  in- 
•tfovation!  as  if  the  Protestant  religion  was  to  be 
propagated  in  Ireland,  like  the  influence  of  a 
Minister,  by  bribery ;  or  like  the  influence  of  a 
county  candidate,  by  mdney;  or  Hke  the  caase 
of  a  potwalloping  canvasser,  by  the  weight  of 
the  purse ;  as  if  Christ  could  not  prevail  oth- 
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(he  earthy  bnlesa  Mammon  toak  bim  by  the,baii^« 
Am  I  to  ttDderstandy  that  if  ywk  give  the  ^arsoii 
ISs.  in  th6  acre  for  potatoes^  and  lOa.  for  wheat^r 
the  Protestant  religion  is  safe  on  its  rock;  but  if 
yott  reduce  him  to  6s.  the  acre  for  potatoes  and 
wheats  then  Jupiter  shakes  the  Heaven?  with  l)i«| 
thunder — Neptune  rakes  up  the  deep  with  Hn 
toident^  and  Pluto  leaps  from  his  throne? — Ar|;ii^ 
ments  and  appetites  which  depart  from  Ghris|i«ii 
purity^  are.  best  illustrated  by  Heathen ,  myt|i9|^ 
logy.  See  the  Curate — he  rises  at  six  to  niojmio^ 
prayers ;  he  leaves  company  at  ^ix  for  e^ning 
prayer ;  he  baptizes,  he  marries,  he  churcheif, 
he  buries,  he  follows  with  pious  offices  hM  feltow 
creature  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave — ^for  what 
immense  income  !--.what  riches  to  reward  these 
inestimable  servicea?  Do  not  depend  on  the  pf^- 
nury  of  the  laity.  Let  bis  own  order  value  hff^ 
deserts ;  BOL  a  year ;  601.  for  praying,  for  chrip« 
tening,  for  marrying,  for  churching,  tw  bury- 
ing, for  following  with  Chri3tian  offices  his  follow 
creature  from  cradle  to  grave- -so  frugal  a  thing 
is  devotion,  so  cheap  religion,  so  easy  the  teroi^ 
on  which  man  may  worship  his  Maker,  and  [9^ 
small  the  iaeoipe,  m  the  opiaion  of  ecclesiastics, 
sufficient  for  the' duties  of  a  clergyman,  a%  fi|r  i^ 
he  is  connected  at  all  with  the;  Christian  reKgiqii* 
.   "1   think  the   Curate  has    bv  far  too  Uttle-— 


<^  Tbei^pittvJMJMi  «f  tbi^GlNiireli  iiriAot  9kmiiatm 
pr«|i€rty^  tik^  ^Or^ttite^  bii*.fiQrii«ifcin«;  dfity: 
it  i»  HiMy  Sop-ffB^e^p  o^trtbe  gpft;  of  CMirtadr- 
pQi4«nt  «C*  tibe  diity^    He  did  .ntt  aeiid  ^kUnSoa 
to  suffoi)  oii"eartb^  to.  esliMiak  ji  mhpcMii«oif 
boiijto.,wve.oiwkiiid'--it  vb  the  donatioD.  sfiihe 
laily,  lor  tlie  duty  «f  pffty»»    Tti#  kthMier  4mh 
sepvoft  hijpe«fbr  doiBg  hU  daty^^vbe  wpaid  not*  as 
a  higb  ftfieflt^  but  a»  pastor  m  Mm  evangelk^  vat 
hitf  ^corporate  eapaicity  ;.^«wheo  Iw  deama  to  liw  kgr 
hi«b'  WBRstpy,    he   demands  his  rtgfai;  wfteo-  ha 
dewres  tha  taath  af   yaot   wealthy   he   damaiiAa 
y^mr*  right  t  and   he    praMmea  vichaa^  ta  \m  tiM 
rig^  o£  the  Gboreb^  iastead  of  aqppoaiaig^  wktti 
be  ought,  the  Grospel    to    be    the   right  of*  the 
people,  and  compateney  for'  praacbing  the  Gaa- 
peV-Miot  luxury,  to  bo   the  right,  aa^  it  ia  the 
prafieiafiion  of  the  Gbureb.      A  provisios  far  the 
Minister  of  tbe  Gospel  on   its    owiv  j^isdples, 
keeping    elear    of    the    two  extrened^-^pataity 
on  one  side,  and  riebes  on  the  other ;  both  are 
avoeationB  from  prayer;  poverty,    which  *  is  .  a 
sirnggle  bow  to  live,  and  riches,   wbith  are  an 
oceupation  bow  to  spend.     Bnt  of  the  two  ex- 
trebles,  I  should  dread  riches — and  above    all, 
^iich  indefinite  riches  as  the  tenth  of  theittdnstry. 


eafiteiy    aiii  itmA  «f   «|MO$0a»/  worfd  beap 
ki  the  kitdbens  of  fiQ»<€iwgyuMiA-ian  ittpOBsibte 
prai^vliM^tet  if  pMiiUe^    M'^^raiilitm  of  a 
very  wofUly.k»dy  kitoMfoan^  f;ra4iflcaiiMs  bf' a: 
Toiyi 'temporal  natafe-^paMtoas  dIArtnt  tfWiItt  tke 
praeepta  of  the  Sospel;    Ambilioi^^    ptide,    «*^ 
vais  glaffy^  odd  to  thfii  aaq[oitiiion'  of  the^  ta&tti-^ 
the    lit%aftoii    whiah    iaatt   attoadt  it,  and  tbtf 
dooUe  avMaiioa  of  luary;  and  Imt;  aaaoaive'a 
war    of  eiia^My    conteoipto,'    aaanaaabas^^  oivil 
biU%  ptoctowy  attornks,  and  all  ike  voloaiiaoat 
tram  of  diMord,  earned  on  at  the  salt  of  ik6 
nmai  of  peace^-^by  .  tbe    pUuntiff  in  ^  tbe  po^it^ 
againai.the  defendante,  ki»  congregslioik    It^ift 
a  elroag  argment  agaiast  the  tealh^  tiiat  sueh 
claiw  4s  not  only  inaoasieteat  ivkh  the  nature  irf 
thu»g0,  but  absolntely  ioeoiapatible  ^itfa  the  ex* 
erckMD  of  ihe  Ohmtkni  religion.    Had  the  ApostteB 
adYanced)  among  the  Jei^s^  pretonaione  to  the  teath 
of  tlie  prodiiee  af  Jodea,    th^y  would  not  hAve 
eonverted^  a  1m»  .perverse  generation  $  but  tbegr 
were  humble  and  inspired  men— ^they  went  forth 
in  hamUa  guise,  with  naked  foot,  and  brought  to 
every  man^a  door,  in  his  own  toagiie,  the  trao  ha- 
lief;  their  word  prevailed  agjslnst  the  potonlates  of 
tbe  earth;  and  on  the  ruin  of  the  Barbaric. pride, 
and  Fontifie  luxury,  they  plaeed  the  naked  majesty 
of  the  Obodtiao  religion* 

w  S 


^  TbiH'  ligbt  ^ima^  mm  poi,  d0*iii/%.  its^^ffit* 
MihifltsTS^  aiid'4m''ite  MLinttttiDn^i  »a<beM^]F  jmai 
^mpom  ptUi(rilio«iM0ciid«il.  Bolilml  p^tentet^ 
not*  CluiBtfm'pMtora M»U^  of  £die  n^ftl^lbU  of 
wMldlj  pMe,  md 'Mlof  {9liiito«{r-*fmpt^  iff  Uit 
true  reHgios.  lb  iheit  iMk  opfcCMiv«.-to4iioir 
iirf«iorcle«e^.bi«lil*-^ito  4k«ir  King  alg«»tj,«ad 
to'tb^ir  OoA  ittfvdoBt  and  fawliw ;  thoy  Mood  w 
tbB  altar,  as  a  ateppiag-stooLlo  the  ihnm%;|gUi»Big 
Ib  tke  ear  of  pvinceo^  Vfham  ihtff  poisonftd  witii 
i^Moked  ftfineiplos  and.  heated  adidce,  aBi}  w^^ie 
afaetiop  agaisst  their  Kisgt  whaii:tbe|r  were>Mt 
hie  elavee;  eyjtr  the  dirt  under  hie  iefA,  ox  a.fcm^ 
iard  m  bte  heart 

*^  Thxir  power  went  dewji,  it  hunt  yif  jile  mra 
pletboiy,  when  a  poor  refoiMer,  with  the.  Ooepel 
in  hk  hand,  and  in  the  inspired  epirii  e|  po- 
▼erty,  resMred  the  OhrUitiantveligpon* — ^The  'MBe 
principle  which  introdoeed  Obrieliaiiity, .  giUtod 
^formation.  Wbat  Luther  iKd  for  ns,  |ihildsophy 
bus  dbne,  in  some  degree,  for  the  Roiian  Oatfao- 
1ic8,  and  th;it  religion  has  nndergone^^a  sHeiit' re- 
formation; and  both  divisions  of  Chvlelitittily, 
unless  ftey  bare  lost  tbeir  nadsrsiapdin^  teust 
have  lost  their  animosity,  though  they  bdve  re- 
t^hi€d  their  dislinctiens.  The  priesthood  trf  Ba- 
rope  ii  not  now  what  it  was  etoce ;  iheii"  religioa 
))f^s  incre«9€^;  as  their  power  has  di«iini#»lted.-«-^ 


t4i«y  «M  i  laild  ordarifif  mti^  with. Imi  dwii- 
iildfi^  «M  ttMM  i^ietjF^i  llMMte«  Ijheif  cInMh^ 
nlay  be^  «lt  the  nlo^: ^wt^  i^MirilMKl:  ^  i»  (ftW 
"trord^  :--M«oTm)ll!ff  eoligliUBiiAd  <hy.  Idlterp^  m4 
exftltti*  by  rBtfgimi  v^^-sticliy  MMy  of  ^  our  paror 
elifal  ditrgyy  ttHb  sone  aKdepltoBft^  Imwever^  pwrr 
ticolarly  in  some  •f  the  distorbtd  pMts  of  .the 
kfngdoin  ;--«iich  '  soBte  .  1^  the  heads  of.  4be 
01ftiMb^.-8a«h  tiie  fwy  head  of  the  Cbuceb  ia 
IrcAand;  That  coMeljr  pcvMsago  whp  fH^tisidpp 
ever'a  va«t  incoihe^  and  thniks  boba«  groat  r«<» 
Tetlu^s,  bftt  Is  mistakM — ^beiog  ia*  faot^  aotbiiig 
more  than  the  steward  of  the  poor,  and  a  n^^ 
instrdment'ln  Ae  band  of  Providene^  Viahios 
the  b^9«  fiofidlMe  diftribntiQii  of  the  fraitp  of  t)|e 
ewib.-^lffay,  there  aro:  of  the  Ghutob  eoiae  wf- 
jyerior  to  the  prejadiae  wlneh  on  the  e^bjee^  of 
Tiiiies,  may  be  excepted. 

^^  Of  all  instltetions^}'  says  Paley^  ^^  adverse 
io.  ^altivaticHi,  none  sa  noxioog  .ag  TUb^-:^iM>t 
ofily.  H  tax  OB  iodttstaj — but  Die  iodoiatry  t^t 
feedo  manhiDd.'' 

<^  It  is  true,  the  mode  of  prqvidii^  for  the 
Gboreh  isf  exeeptionable,  and  io  sc^mp  parts  of 
Ireland  has  bean^  I  appKthaod^  altepd^  with 
very  eoosidcrabla  abuses  :  these  ere  \vhat  I  wish 
to.  siAinit  to   yoa«—«You   will  enquire   whether^ 


ittJemfiiOMMi  the .  Jffnwthilit  TOiiM^ 
|^6«adll«gal-^flii&  «Dllection'#f  thai  tofftembre^,^^ 

grawili  fif  U.fXMWidwibW.tjitiifd"  opfnsahreit.^'Waia- 
tjiervin  all  .eaaes^  ih0.  Tjihe^teiMr  IiM.beeit^a 
merciful  p^fitor-^Uae  Tttbe^p^iotor  .  aw  nyxigkt 
ngeqt^.^and  even  tlia  .YiMr  .binMielf  a  aiMi  itfi. 
Vitftssed  judge.     . 

..^<  In  thiA  inquiry,    or,    ^    ibrviiAg  amm  rB* 
guUiioiii  for  this  inquiry,  ywt  will  not;  be  -wMl^ 
held  by;  the  argumente.ef  piide,   bigotry,    and 
prejudice — ^tbat   argument    whiobi    refleeliiig    on 
God,  maintaiaa .  the   sacred  rights  of  exaetioa^i^^ 
that  other  argonnept  which,  rafleotiog.on  PatIia- 
ttkent,  denies  your  capacity  to  givt)  vedrein-^.^thal: 
otber  ai|;ume»t  which,  reflecting  on  hunm.Mi^ 
tore,  sufiposes  that  you  .inflame  mankind  by  .ctf. 
dresting  their  grievancee  f-4hAt  other  aopgumRot 
wbioh  traduces  the   landed  in^vest   of  .IteiUmA 
ftf^  an  extortioner,  and  belies  oqc  |iart   of.  :tbt. 
eoaimunity  to  continue  the  miseries  of  the.otlier  { 
..-an   argument    of    calvmny-^^an   argument    oC 
diieUy.     Least  of  all,  should  you  be  withMd 
by  that  idle  intimation    stuffed  into  the    a^eck 
from   the  throne,  enggeatiag  that  the  Obusob  is 
in  danger,   and  balding   out>    from    that   avfid 
seat  of  authority,  fake   li^ts   to  the  patioo,  as 
II  we  had  doated  back  to   the  nonsense  of  Sa- 


bytAt^fq^b  «ids  MgoUi.  PttlbMent  it  nM  a 
liigoiH«^Ni»aiPft  ao  wcthi^^  no  polemie;^ — ^it  U 
]pMi^  dafy  to  Q11II0  all  meii^  to  nmnfrest  braiher^ 
Aove  aad '  coaftdMW  to  all  tnenv— The*  f^retital 
MSBillttent'  is  the  trae  priadptil  of  Ooverament. 
IMfon  nt%  ever  flsally  disposed  to  be  govenied  by. 
the  instrument  of  their  happiness  ;-^the  mystery 
of:  g/mffmtaumti  ^vrould  yon  leam  it?--46okon  the 
&^^ft\j  and  make  tbesoaree  of  your  redemption 
fhet  ru^  of  authori^ ;  tnd^  like  the  hen  rn  the 
Scriptare,  expand  your  wiogs^  and  take  in  all 
yo«r  people. 

.<^.  Ldt  bigotiy  and  sobism^  tbe  a&ealot's  ftre^ 
the  high  i^riestfs  intolemnee^  throng  all  their^ 
dioeovdaney^  tremble^  while  ao  enlightened  Par* 
liamea^  with  arms  of  general  protectian^  over- 
atehes  the  wIm^o  community,  and  roots  the  Pro^ 
tfetflant 'aseendancy  in  the  sovereign  merey  of  its 
nature.  liaws  of  coercion,  perhaps  necessary, 
oertaioly  severe,  you  have  pot  forth  alreildy, 
bot  yonr  great  engine  of  power  you  have  hi- 
therijo  kept  back ;  that  engine,  wUeh  the  pride 
of  tl^  Ugpt,  nor  the  spite  of  the  zealot,  nor 
the  ambitron  of  the  high,  nor  the  arsenal  of 
tba  eonqueror,  nor  the  inquisitioa,  with  its  jaded 
rack  and  pale  criminal,  never  thought  of:-^the 
engine  which,    armed  with  physicial  and  moral 


sertiees; — IhdMgitoe  of  «fliJtodfP««ihi9  i«<OlH!(«llli 
nient ;  atfA  thitf  tbt  oMy  detieri^tidti^  bf '^Obvem- 
liietit  wotth  yoitt'  ambitlotf;  Wi&r^  T  to'tnlifi^  ywa 
to  a  gr^at  act,  I  sboilld  not  re^r  %6  tMeTlfMtory 
of  other  nations;  I  ^iroilM  feiite'youf  o#ft  liits^ 
and  set  ^on  id  femAlatfoil  with  yoarselvei?;  ''fDo 
you  temember  that  nighty  when  yon  gatne'your 
coonlry  a  Free  Trade,  and  wfth-  ydnr  l^ateHs 
opened  all  her  harbours  ?— That  night  Whe%/''yoa 
gave  her  a  Free  Constitution,  and  broke  the 
chains  of  a  century — while  Engtend,  eclipsed  at 
your  glory  and  your  Island,  rose  as  it  were  from 
its  bed,  and  got  nearer  to  the  sun?  Ih  the  arts 
that  polish  life— the  inventions  that  accommodate ; 
the  manufactures  that  adorn  it- -you  ^vill  be 
for  many  years  inferior  to  some  other  parts  of 
!Europe ;  but,  to  nurse  a  growing  people—to  ma* 
ture  a  struggling,  though  hardy  community,  to 
mould,  to  multiply,  to  consolidate,  to  inspire, 
and  to  exalt  a  young  nation ;  be  these  your  bar- 
barous accomplishments  I 

^*  I  speak  this  to  you,  from  a  long  knowledge 
of  your  character,  and  the  various  resources  of 
your  soul ;  and  I  confide  my  motion  to  those 
principles  not  only  of  justice,  but  of  fire  j  which 
I  have  observed  to  exist  in  your  composition,  and 
occasionally  to  break  out  in  a  flame  of  {lublie  .sseal. 


lettvhig  the.  MiaMfM  6f  tbd  Crown  in  eelipfttd 
degMt^ioi^-  Jt  i#  ^Iwefore  I)mire  .9ot:MQM4a 
ycia  fiirafaibed  meiely  with  n  cold  neehaQicitl 
plfui;  :lAit  hftvt  sirtHiiittod'to-yow  comidontioa 
the  living  gnevances-r-craceiving  tbat  itay  t^inf 
in  the  stiape  of  oppvension  made  once  appMwt-^ 
oppression  too  of  a  people  you  have  set  free — the, 
evil  will  catch  those  warm  susceptible  properties 
vrliiek  abound  in  your  miod^  and  qualify  you  for 
legitilatioii.'' 


Wk^n  Af^.  ^tiattan  had  .eoMladed^ 

Mr.  FiTZGiBBON  (Attorney-General)  rose^  and, 
with  great  candor^  acknowledged^  that  the  greai 
effort  which  Mr.  Grattan  had  now  made,  musl 
have  excited  the  admiration  of  every  man  who 
witnessed  it — for  surely  he  might,  with  justice, 
isay^  that  this  was  the  most  splendid  display  oJT 
elocution  that  House  had  ever  heard  ; — and, 

'Mr.  CuRRAK  also  observed,  that  the  exiraor- 
dioary  talents  «f  the  liMouraUe  mover  (Mn 
Gtattan)  had  left  nothiug /or .  aajr  one  to  add;^^ 
be.;foupd  himself  as  unable  io  Mdd  to  his  a£gn<' 
mvits^  as  tlie  other  oiie  of  tbo  Boose  were  to 


.   ;.  •  •  •       i/ti  *•  •   /    1    -t,t'^>t:*}^t4ai/  tin.- 
Oft  Mm  dirnkni,  it  ftppMNd  ttift  th«#e  'Wtmt,^»* 


F«r  Mr.  GcittMib  .iMliMi.«<ro1r 
Aigfiwn*  it*>*. •.-•.. 


Majority 
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Mr.  ORATTAN,  unveamd  in  plMilfiig'  tM^ 
cause  of  the  poor  of  IreHrnd^  again  brrnqghi'tb^^^I- 
ward^  on  the  14th  April,  the  deeply -ibienMAii^''' 
•ubjeet  of  Tithes,  for  the  consideration  l^  tlkti^^ 
House. — Though  opposed  by   majorities/ ^hMtfti 
existence  seemed  to  depend  on  their  snbttiigstetr^ 
to  the  will  of  the   Gabinei-^hough  ^efeattid'  til'' 
every  effort  to  heal  the  wounds  of  Ir^laiid,  ^iaM' 
flieted  by  a  system  of  Government,   whiefa  kail ' 
no  object  in  view  but  the  extinction    of   Irtslk 
spirit,  and  the  ascendancy  of  English  inihitine^, 
he  left  no  means  untried,  nor  too  opportimfl^jr'irifr^' 
seized,  to  assert  the  great  piinfeiple  of  jiMtiee 
and    of  right,  on  behalf  of  his  oppt-essed'^mHA 
suffering  countrymen  ; — ^he  wearied  ibe  earir  tff' a 
corrupt  Parliament  with  incessant  remonstfttiift^' 


m 

and  4i|i^ndaiiigB«9^wd  if  lie  ^i4  Bot  ofecenK  ia 
eomaiii«p«g  4^6  «»ii<l^nMii  of  Indand^  tint  iht 
courae  whicb  they  then  pursued  led  to  their  own 
detgn^dMSbo,  imf^  'Ultiniftte  coiqueft,  he  kt  leMt 
satitAe^'  ^le  jfrieads  o|  truith  and  indepeiideaee^ 
that  he  ^erfortmed,  wi^  fdeiity  mud  Mith  coaraj^, 
the  high  trust  which  the  people  had  reposed  io  his 
taleiita  aud  integrity. 

TJ»  Aow  suhinitted  to  the  House  a  series  of  Be- 
aOikitppDs^  which  he  intended  to  move,  in  the 
eourse  of  the  ensuing  Session. -r-Be  thought  the 
greii^  principles  of  redress  should  be  thorou^ly 
t^o^d^re^  }-H>^^  tJm  .foUowlng  Fropositi^ns 
sho^Ml.  fre  si^hvi^ed  to^  and  most ,  mpttor^ 
I^^M^iaA  ki  J^^  ^hureh-^the  Ibuudatii^n  of  .fu- . 
ti^f;  ^ill|  jrrrthat  they  should  stai^  tl^e  m^uji-  ■. 
S^ei)t9  rf4  ^1»P  Cftfojfif^MSf  (and  if  resisted  by  a 

Right  Reverend  Bench)  their  acquittal,  and  juSt 
ti%nAiaE^r->9^  accompanied  each  resolution  with 

euMghlfysudwid  profound  coninient;  and  has  tbu^.. 

bequei^hed  to  the  future  legislator,  a  record  ol; 

those  priuciples  which  are  best  calculated  to  dir. 

reet  h\9  understanding  in  tjie  eonsiders^on  of. a.. 

question^  thatmow^  jooLoro  tha^eyer^  «boul^ occupy 

iha.attentiout  and  ycomniand  th?  efforis  of  a  wififi, 

aadf^^ident  ^^dmini^traiion. 
,pn  this  occasjou^  J^e  afldresse^d  t)^  Mousfij^  ^ 

xS 
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^^  Mr.  Speakeb^  I  submit  to  'yoa  certain  great 
principles  as  propositions  to  the  Church. — ^To 
stand  the  foundation  of  future  Bills^  to  stand  the 
sentiments  of  the  Oommons^  and  to  be  "(if  these 
sentiments  are  resisted  by  a  right  reverend  h^ch) 
our  acquittal  and  justification  to  the  public.    - 

The  first  resolution  relates  to  barren  land. 

^^  Resolved^  that  it  would  greatly  encourage 
the  improvement  of  barren  lands  in  Irelaind',  if 
said  lands,  for  a  certain  time  after  being  reclaimed, 
were  exempt  from  the  payment  of  Tithes.'* 

^^  This  is  a  maxim  of  politics,  and  requires 
nothing  more  for  its  adoption,  on  the  part  of 
the  Church,  but  the  exercise  of  Christian  eWrity 
and  common  sense.  This  is  the  law  of  £ndbind, 
— and  true  in  the  wilds  of  America,  as  well  as 
in  England,  a  principle  which  barbarify  and  civ- 
ilization equally  proclaim. 

^^  This  does  not  ask  any  thing  from  the  clergy 
except  the  use  of  their  understandings—that  they 
will  restrain  an  unseasonable  appetite — pcMstpone 
a  premature  voracity.  That  they  will,  on  this  oc- 
easion,  indulge  themselves  in  a  sagacity  superior 
to  that  of  the  fowls  of  the  air,  who  devour  the 
aeed,  and  equal  to  the  wisdom  of  the  hind,  who 
waits  for  the  harvest.—Have  mercy  on  the  infant 
labours  of  mankind ;  respect  the  ploug)ij  and 
instead   of   dogging   its    pace9    as    a  xoiistablc 
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would  ft  felon^  imitate  the  barbarous^  but  ia  this 
ioatance  more  (jivilized  Persian  Monarchy  vfho 
began  Jus  reign  by  taking  the  plough  in  his  royal 
band^  iixid  did  homage  to  that  patiept  instroment 
which  feeds  mankind. 

^<  To  ^  say  that  the  Bill  in  (Question  enriched 
the  eommnnity  at  the  expence  of  the  clergy^  was 
l^ut  a  poor  and  uncharitable  ^  argument^  the  result 
of  hot  counsel^  and  crabbed  sentiments.  If  it  does 
enrich  the  community — true — ^but  not  at  your  ex- 
pence — ^you  give  nothing.  What!  will  the  eagle 
come  down^  that  you  may  Tithe  him,  and  the  stag 
of  the  mountain  stop  at  thy  bidding?  Tou  give  no- 
things  except  to  yourselves  and  your  successors 
the  chance  of  getting  something  from  that  which, 
but  fpr  such  an  encouragement,  might  remain  to 
you  and  to  us,  to  all  eternity,  vrretched  and  nn» 
profitable.  Supposing,  therefore,  that  the  clergy 
were  in  no  particular  to  make  sacrifices  to  the  good 
of  their  fiock,  that  they  were  to  get  every  law  they 
asked  for  themselves,  and  to  assent  to  none  on  the 
behalf  of  their  parishioners — yet  still  should  the/ 
accede  to  this  measure — on  a  principle  of  en- 
lightened selfishness— on  a  principle  not  of  piety, 
but  of  usury,  and  to  resist  it  would  argue  an- 
Incapacity  to  see  not  only  the  public  interest 
but  their  own. 


^^  Om  Mcb  a  priMifle  of  wnirow  muk 
jFiHi  preeantion  had  the  katf  ptmaaBied^  ttqr 
^rould  a^wr  h«va  granted;  ttie  piamhm'  on^  He 
Gvland  earriaga  of  cofir^  aaroa  the  dxpoit  aC  aaia^ 
nor  00  the  export  of  liqen^  oa  the  sala  of  ^rtibWtai, 
aor^  the  gmwth  of  flax^  nor  of  lapel :  they  wcmid 
ki9re  ehediaed  the  growth  af  agiieultare^  aaA  of 
aiftaofaetar«)  aad  of  course  tiie  growth  of  Tithe. 
iMahe  Oie  pvecaatioB  of  soaie^  of  the  heads  of 
(he  cbarch  the  foUy  of  the  Udty^-^xtead  Uifeir 
frmeiplas*    to  ag^  and  we    atarve  the    eoattaa- 

wty. 

^' To  suppose  that  the  enooarageiaeat  |^¥ea 
to  barvea  lands  would  lay  the  foaadatioil  of  law- 
suUs^  k  only  to  aigoe  mi  tgianraaee  of  tba  Imw-^ 
has  the  law  done  so  witb  respeet  to  tsx^  doais 
'SO  with  hemp  or  bog.?  aad  yet  sueh  law*  ha^ 
eausted.  Do  not  they  know  that  the  BanrebJaad 
Bill  was  not  an  original  bill,  but  an  extensidft 
of  the  provisions  of  sets  already  in  existence^ 
from  whenee  none  of  tiJioBO  eonsequenees  had 
flowed;  and  therefore  this  objeetion  only  proves 
the  objectors  to  be,  I  will  not  say  bad  lawyers 
and  bad  husbandmen,,  but  to  be,  I  will  say,  in 
their  knowledge  of  husbandty,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  law,  vastly  inferior  to  themselves  in  the 
science  of  divinity ;  and  whUe  I  excuse  the  errors 
of  some  of  the  reverend  bench,  I  muck  honpui: 


Urn  terinr  df  then  wt  their  own  oi^f  ^ft  tfia* 
ktbclr,  iiikir>  did  ttogfc  dideidedly  abd  explicitly 
differ  fnm  them ;  who  8aw  that  the  elergy  httd  ai 
MaM0A  lAteKest  im  tfae  aoanlrf ;  tliat  it  was  iacon* 
flislBnt  inifaemtirdiaffe  to^partake^ot  thei  growth  «f 
ibekingdom,  aod  fa  cheek  tbat  growth,  when  tb^ 
gpportwriljr  oecorred ;.  who  saw  the  feeble  fKiUcrf 
of  any  thing  like  a  little  eombieatioii  against  tfrc^ 
general  sense}  whe  thboght  the  best,  methtfd  of 
preventing  a  faetion  in  the  laity  was  to  i^esist 
m  &etion  in  the  cdioTcb;  and  who  also  tfaongbt 
thai  the  two  Bills^  the  Hemp  Bill|  and  the  Bsr< 
xesKiaod  BilA,  reeemmended  by  Government^  sent 
op  by  the  uaanimous  sense  of  the  House  of  Coin- 
»<nm*r«proved  to  be  osefnl  by  the  example  of 
fikeat  Britain^  aed  espoused  by  public  wishes, 
was  not  exAcUy  the  gi'ound  on  which  the  Bishops 
aboold  post  themselves  against  the  interest  of  the 
community. 

.    ^  I  have  mentioned  that  this  measure  is  supported 
en  piineiples  of  Ohristianity. 

^  jbaiah  makes  two  predictions — the  one  is  a 
dewtneiatioh  against  such  as  oppose  the  kingdom 
of  Ghrbt;  the  second  an  annunciation  to  those 
who  receive  it;  and  ho  makes  the  point  of  the 
esTSe  that  very  sterility  whicli  the  enemies  of  this 
laeaeure  would  promote,  and  the  point  of  the 
blessing  that  very  fertility  which  the  bill  went  to 
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micoarage ;  ^<  The  wilderness  and  solitaiy  place 
shall  be  glad^  and  the  desert  shall  blossom  as  the 
yose.'^ 

.  ^^  I  have  takto  the  prediction  of  Isuah,  and  re- 
duced its  principle  to  a  resolution^  which  I  have 
already  read^  and  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  tc^ 
propountJl  to  youy  and  I  put  it  to  grave  authority  to 
verify  their  prophet. 

,  ^<  In  the  measure  to  which  I  refer  there  was  a 
particular  compact^  if  report  says  true :  three 
Bills  were  brought  in ;  two  were  to  be  rejedted  by 
the  ^nfluci^ce  of  Government  in  this  Hoose^  pro- 
vided the  third  should  pass  the  Lprds^  without 
the  opposition  of  the  church.  Thus  the  public 
were  to  receive  some  benefit,  and  tiie  ei^eessiva 
zeal  of  a  certain  part  of  the  right  reverend  bench, 
was  to  be  shielded  by  the  hand  of  Gh>vemment 
from  repeatiid  opportunities  of  exposing  their, 
principles. 

^<  The  compact  was  fulfilled  on  the/ pact  of  .Os> 
titrnment ;  two  Bills  were  rejected  in  the  House  of 
Conimctts  by  compact,  and  the  third  destroryed  in 
the  other  House,  in  breach  of  compact.  A  Minis- 
ter is,  I  must  suppose,  a  heretic,  with  whom  ho}v 
men  need  not  obserye  faith.  To  destroy  this  Bill, 
the  first  method  that  occurred  was  petition;  the 
petitioners,  very  few  in  number,  Mt  certaltily 
very  respectable  names,  complain  that  tlipy  wlfJ 


be  greatly  prejadieed  by  the.improvemeiii  of  bar- 
ren  lands;^  they  petitioned  against  it  in  the  mosi 
unqualified  manner,  not  against  any  particular 
clause,  nor  against  the  frame  of  the  Bill,  but 
against  the  Bill  itself.  The  names  are  few ;  (lut  if 
names  alone,  without  reasons,  eould  give  weight 
to  a  petition,  this  petition  has  that  weight,' I  ae- 
knowledge.  I  should  be  sorry  to  offend  against 
the  interest  or  the  apprehensions  of  the  peti- 
tioners ;  unable  to  reconcile  both,  and  obliged 
to  make  a  choice,  I  must  advance  their  interest 
in  defiance  of  their  dispositions.  Petition  was 
not  deemed  ^sulBcient;  another  method  of  dam- 
natiou  was  resorted  to — amendment,  and  the 
amendment  was  a  clause  of  encroachment — au 
encroachment  of  the    worst    kind,   an  extension 

*  Tq  the  Right  Honorable  tbe  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  iik- 

Parliament  assembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  several  of  tbc  Clergymen  of  the  Church 

of  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  of  the  saitf 

CHer^y,.Steweth: 

Thatyottr  Petitioners  apprehend  that  the  Clergy  of  ih«.saM 
Church  in  general,  and  your  Petitioners  in  partieular^will  ho 
greatly  prejudiced  in  their  properties,  in  ease  a  Bill  now  de- 
pending before  your  Lordships,  to  extend  the  provision  of  an 
<'  Act  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren  and  waste  land 
toA  bogs,  and  platftingof  timber  trees  and  orehards,-'*  shouM 
pftHintoralair. 

Xonr  Petitioners  theic^fore  humbly  beseech  your  Lor^lope 
to  permit  them  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  said  Bill. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  prnv- 


<«lttfoi:«t  I  .the  wkiiual  ^fm\fi  w««fs   te   RMltW 

7^«  i^iU  dAcids^  i^bw  I  cMiAtw  t^Hm4mi«M» 

i>f  the  «iiirii,ttfl  ,wirt  of  dojp^f  .4n^.!wwj|«. 
igniiicidwg  a  qi^Utttrjm^  %.  nsfysWK  ^sfHt^ 
Ij^lje,  ojCiturf  .agaiiMft  Jay,  ami  1^  q%r  ^s^oiii. 
iltfKtttcatipg  ^IgHiiP^ijMGiS  for  IM  saiaQ  i))«S'^,iidaf 
$f^^.  T)ie.^ea  uf.  theiir  aiiie^4iii4«t  "fi^fi-.^Ufirr* 
^f'iN9/ encroachment  on  ^torilitj^  :  np'riayafimp  ^4 
ilW.P^oni^  ffi  iHitron  .lw4>  ufkss  jfl*  untt.^thft 
save  ,tirop  invade  the  iHumdafiflfi  ff  y^wJif^^^ 
Th)4  ppemDN^uous  amendment  li!MngiM9i.|i:|4i«^ 
cipusljr  .vithd^awn^  tkecanse.  it  c»a1A  Jiot  )i«r« 
pi^sBed^  (for  it  could  not  haye  passed  (beJiMM 
«f  I4prd9  ultimately)  another  was  i«#Qd0iK»4  JP^ 
equally  mischievous :  but  I  speak  with  tlie  gr^tj^ 
deference  to  high  authority — a  little  unintelligible. 
— a  little  long— a  little  perplexed,  au4  Ih.Jvtflff 
embarrassing.^-a  clause  in.  an  old  mi^celUiMWis 
act  is  extracted,  to  be  applied  to  tlie  c^se  of^teivea! 
Isind,  to  which,  in  the  English  act,  it  had  no  im* 
mediate  reference.  The  above  clause  requires 
iyf6  witoesses  on  the  part  «f  the  countryman^  J«d 
£^ve^  to  the  Farsojoi  double  copfai^  wd  obligM.  iba 
countryman  to  declare  in  probibitioiv  l^yMifr  him- 
tinder  the  difficulty  of  an  action  at  law« 

'^  The  Bill  so  loaded  justly  fell  j  thoi»e  vi^il}ui^ 


but^  W^'^iif^filtail^e^   ittbat  «ibl4i»  teen, -ii»lio 

difcstiNiyvid  tt^  will  hereafter  see  ihe  WicMlAm  tft 

adopting  ibe  BiH  without  the  first  amendttent^* 

iBi^kMitfthe  fteeoMd  amendment^  and  witlMiiit  ato/ 

amelidment  at   all. — ^Oae    ahoald  imagine   gome 

ebamcters  took  a  {hrlde  in  barren  laud;  iti  thIM! 

sentiment  only  have  they  resisted  the  Wily  fotinded^ 

on  ihe  Bnglith  act^  enaUing  the  Bi^hdps  to  granf^ 

leasee  ;--^i9  it  not  enough  that  a  thirteenth  part  of 

tbe  land  ef  the  coontry  ehoald  be  in  the  hacl^dfi' 

of'    eeclesiaaflcal  corporations?    Is  11  necesilai^* 

thmf  such  land  should  be  as  barren  as  possible? 

Toa  meed  not  asV which  is  Ohurch  land  in  Ireland  i 

jDO'ttnow  it  by  the  infallible  traces  of  barrehaes^' 

and  afisiQry ;    edntiguity  to  a  great  tdwn  is  nbV 

sbfllcientrto  gite  life  and  pulsation  to  this  palseyed^ 

part  of    tbe  creation;    one   would   imagine   the 

estate  was  doing  penance  on  earth,  and  (hat  tl/e 

inhabitants  had  laid  up  all  their  treasures  in  Ileal 

vrti  $  6t  were  hcr^  in  a  state  of  purgatory,  undek* 

Profestaut    Bishops.      Stiange,    that    the    latter 

ebonl4    object  to   a  tenure  which  would  eiiablo' 

them    to  make  freeholders,    and   encourage  the 

Protestant  interest ;  strange,  that  they  sliould  insist 

€ta  keeping  their  estates  on  terms  at  once  hostile  to* 

repteMntatioa  and  conformity. 

"  The  next  resolution  which  I  shallJiropnGe  (<> 
yo*  is  due  tespeeling  flax :  It  m  a^  follo^v^j« : 

Y  S 


^*  itesolved,  That  a  domestic  sup^jly  ot  f[ax  is  an 
object  to  which  all  his  Majesty's  subjectis  of  Ireland 
should  contribute.* 

'^  2.  That  this  House  has  greatly  cootribuiife'd  to 
said  object  by  various  bounties^  but  that  {be  linen 
manufacture  has  only  flourished  in  those  ^arts  of 
the  kingdom^  were  a  total  exemption  from^  or 
a  small  composition  for^  Tithe  -  of  flax  lias 
existed. 

*^  8.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  extend  the  linen 
manufacture,  said  exemption  or  composiiion  sh6ul4 
lie  made  general." 

^*  This  too  is  a  principle — the  rudiments  of 
manufacture  should  not  be  tithed— surely  not  of 
your  staple,  and  above  all,  not  of  your  only  staple 
manufacture ;  to  advance  this  has  been  long  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  the  echo  of  tbat '  speecb 
your  address,  and  the  object  of  various  and  ex- 
pensive  premiums  ;  to  introduce  it  into  the'  South 
has  been  long  the  wish  of  that  province ;  to 
attend  to  it  now  has  become  your  particular  doty, 
because  Russia  has  laid  a  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
on  her  exports  to  these  countries,  the  treaty  With 
England  being  at  an  end.  Will  any  man  in  the 
South  sow  flax  to  pay  12s.  an  "acre  Tithe',  when 
in  the  North  he  pays  but  6d.  per  farm?  The  dc- 
upair  of  the  southern  provinces  to  grow'  flax,  in 
any  degree,  was  admitted  by  a  proposal  .to  distri- 


m 

QQ^ji|Q,|a}lejgiitioii  that. the  Nort|i  toqk  a  great  por- 
tioD^  and  the  South  little  or  nothinig;  tbf^t  U, 
tlieil^o^does  gfow  flax  because  it  ^oe^^ot  pay 
Tiibpi  .ai^  .^he  South  doe3  not  grow  flax^  bceause 
it  does  pay  Tithe ;  and  i\^ns  embarrassed  by  the 
Tithe^  the  wretched  expedient  was  to  take  the 
bojinty  from  the  Norths  in  order  to  pay  the  Titiie 
oir  the  South. 

^^^  ]^erc^.agpn  I  mi^st  do  justice  to  GoYej-nment; 
tl^ey  .did  intend  a  modus  for  flax  as  well  as  for 
hemp^  and  one  reason,  perhaps,  among  others, 
was  the  late  duty  on  Russian  flax.  This  gr^icions 
apd  benf^  intention  of  Government,  was  by 
oms^Di^l  interference,  rendered  abortive ;  that 
sf^me  eniscopai  interference,  on  which  the  nation 
tt  to  charge  the  loss  of  the  Barren-land  Bill,  did^ 
with  the  best  intention,  to  be  sure,  but  the  worst 
effect,  oppose  both  salutary  measures — the  modus 
for  hemp  and  the  modus  for  flax. 

/^^Tliat  opposition  to  t^e  Hemp-Bill  failed, 
because  that  Bill  vt^as  deemed  beneficial  to  the 
navy  of  England,  and  was  an  English  as  well 
3jfi  an  Irish  measure ;  but  that  opposition  to  the 
Flax  Bill  succeeded,  because  flax  was  only  mate- 
rial  i^  the  Irish  manufactore,  and  was  a  measure 
purely.  Irish.  The  Hemp  Bill,  however,  did  not 
pflsSf  UiHiiQlested,  and   ^lie    same   regard   in  holy 


tneir  <id^  tite  WittP  s  'lIi«lstefr/^MB^^«NLle«|94l 
t^as  teicsed'and  persefetatdd  b;^  fliut  Mitfce  itplMapiA 
tnterferente.  Thiir  "BiH  was  to  hK¥6'  %iMf  dH^ 
featetf '  by  (letitifm  ;*  ^e  -petltidMM'  eott^Mtt  tit 
ttiis  Bill  in  the  same  jitoqtialilteA  nmh^ft  asttliie 
lAstance  of  barren  land;  tbcy  ate  'to  b*  nHlied 
b'jr  tli«  extent  idf  mannfaetare — peiSttod  wuA"  not 
relied  on ;  this  Bill  was  ftl6t>  to  have  been'de- 
feated  by  amendment;  that  amendment, ' tntMided 
by  Way  of  preamble,  set  fbrih,  tttilf:  h^mp'was 
'au  article  necessary  for  the  naty  ct  %u^nd[,  to 
\vhicli  all  bis  'M'ajesty^s  subjects  shotrttf'cdofirnittte 
—a  facility '  this  in  a  reverend  qaarttft  M  l^icnt 
public  money  fot  new  jhirposes,  beyond  Che 
bounds  of  duty.  This  preamble  contained  fbMe 
principles;  first,  an  implied  protest  agal^t'^e 
principle  of  modus  in  favour  of  Irish  iftanufacUrre. 
Secondly,  an  express   assent  to  thai  principle  of 

•  To  the  Rigilt  HonoraUe  tbe  Lords  SpHtiiill  w4iT«i«0' 
raly  in  Farliameat  assembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  several  of  the  Clergymen  of  the  Chareh 
of  IVelaTid,  on  behalf  of  thofliselyes  and  oCImM  of  lic«aid 
Clergy,  Sheweth : 
That  your  petitioners  conceiving  that  themselves  and  their 
Tirethren  niiiy  be  riiateriallj  injured  by  a  Bill  now  before  this 
House*,  entitled  ^  An  Aet  for  the  better  asoertailihig  tte  TMhe- 
of  Ulempi'"  aad  whieh  is  eomnutted  for  Saturday  nt^^  j^nnbi} 
beseech  tliis  ri^hl  honorable  House^  to  permit  them  to  be  heard 
by  counsel  against  the  said  Bill. 

"      •'  '«  Aad  yoar  ptftitloaen  will  fray. 


m 

pth«ri;ftniett4i»wta  mcroadied  90.  the   t^i^pti^ 

TMi  funen^Biwt  bw»g  siott    v^iBfij  preo  up> 

heeame  inpRMtfcable^  .§»    v«U    w   most    i^ 

lifopeky  -th^  wliole  .Mpagnanee  to  the  Bill  eu4ed 

ia*  im  idlt  p^p^iiiQu^  defiUring  ^<  that  a  domestic 

^nyP^y  ol  bpmp    maf  greail^r  t:oatffib^te  to  ibm 

iaa^;iti«ie.fr#eetira  of  tbU  kiogdom,   aa  object 

ijOihe  .promoted  by  tbe  united  exertions  of  all  Jus 

Mnjesty^B  oq^OKMi  ;'^  rf  wbicb  resolwU^  t}ie  re- 

^101^4. petitioners  have  the  most  reason  to.jcom- 

plain  (J   %  it  si^s^   ^^yott    petition    i^iast  tlie 

maoul(s0Uting  part  of   your    own.  flock;    there 

yoxk  hX^  perfectly  right,  and   we  are  with  you; 

but  your  petition  goes  also  against  tbe  intei^est  of 

the   navy    of  £ngland :   there  you  go  too   £ur : 

%C»i&^^  this  isa  questiron  of  Srithh  eoveratnent, 

anfl  we  on  tbis  point  not  ouly  leave  yon^  but  we 

prol^  against  you,,  md    have    enteied  ofi  the 

journals  our  resolution  accordingly.'^ 

^^^o  it  appeartt^  as  the  business  was  misnia. 
npiged;  Jbntr -those  wbo  IfiAofs  the  «oal  on  this 
ttecasfon  of  some  of  the  right  revei^end  benefci^ 
must  be  oonviuced  thaX  this  never  was'  their  in- 
Ae^tioii'>    on^  the   •cuiit#ary.    they    did  most    en. 


wHk  Oie  putiUon  to  thie  .cold .  ,wd  lw«Hl4n/!flM^,^ 
WWWjprolWiw*  ■•'.  f    ■■».,.  ^    » 

iif 'UiciioQr^  M  the  tyro  oAbi^s  r^U^e  iqpD4JL- 
9tely.to  their  indnstiy;  ii.is  pfD|H|9€d  t^  ^t 
ib»>  poor  oC  the  Sooth  on  the  fiame  footing  with 
t^e  poor  oi£  the.  Norths  EiMst,  end  Westp^  1^ 
ttxei^l^e  ^  potatoe  g^en  i  from  Tithf^Tx 
When  we  stete  that  potatoes  are.  the  food  of^  Aa 
p0or^  we  nndecstate  their  impprtano*-— they  a^ 
mere^  thigr  are  the  protection  of  the  rioh^agfi^l^ 
«  poor  rate,  and  therefore  invaioable  ifi  .Jf^ff 
W(eU  a9  tiie  peasant,  '  f'^r^ 

^^Besolved^  That  Potatoes  are  ^be .  pf j[pf^]^ 
sv^istenee.of  the  poor  in  Ireland^  and  ,are^^^^^ 
«  great  part ,  of  the  kingdom^  mcifit  foi;t||pfijtej^ 
ewmpt  from  Tithe.  .,,  _  .  .^. . 

^*  Resolved,  That  it  would  mnch  coiiJscMfl^ 
to  relieve  the  poor  of  the  South  of  this  '^iog- 
dom^  if  the  benefit  of  said  exemption  wa9,r,<VKr 
tmidtd  to  them  ;  and  if  it  shall  be  mfide..  to 
ap^ar  th^t  the  owners  of  Tithe  shaU.  sufler 
tliereby^  ^this  House  will  make  them  j«isjl<;.  e^fi^t 
pettsatioii/''  :/    ,,^ 

i.i^^Ju  threp^fourtbs    o{   this    hingdojqi  potaipt^f 
pay  no  Trthe;  io>the  QaiMt||bi-  ^^ejf  nut,  only.lf^fe 


cbub^^kiff^'^r  iti  th^  SfoA^  it  Is  tha  ttlkdft* 
to  crouch  to  the  rich,  and  to  en^toaclif  Ijpon^Hltb 
Tp6%f^i  heface  perhatili^'lQ  %e  Siooth  tfie  mtftabltity 
oY  (!fie  cotnfaon  peopU/  IVliat  so  giillfrfg,  whiit 
8o  inflammatoiry,  as  the  cetiiparatiye  vieW'  of^tlHI 
condition  of  his  Majesty's  sobjects  in  oHe'paii^ 
of  the*  lingddm  aiid  the  other  f — hi  ow^l  paiH 
tlieir  snstenlabce  is  free,  and'  ih  the  ofHer'iMltfA 
tn  the  greatest*  degree ;  so  that  u  grasier  coilktrf^ 
f^dm  the  Iffbst'to  the  Booth  nVM  infbtfm  I'tM 
Matter/ that  with^him  neither  potatoid  ncfr  hay '«« 
Tit&ed ; '  and  ^  a  weaver  coming  ^fVom^ihe  Hdtth 
aball  inform  the  Sooth,  that  in^'fais  eMntvy  n^iliMr 
potatb^s'nor  flax  are  Tithed;  and  tfaM  are 
men,  tn  the  present  unequal  and  unjust  stsiie 
of  things,  taught  to  repine,  not  only  by  their 
intercourse  with  the  pastor,  bnt  with-  M« 
Inothet.  • 

'*  To'  redress  this,  requires  no  speeolation-^ 
no  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  huma»  fiie»Ui«A 
— no  long  fatiguing  process  of  reason  and  crit 
culafion,  but  merely  to  extend'  to  the  piNM^'Hrf 
the  Bonth  the  benefits  \^hieh  are  enjoyed  %y 
bis  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  other  part«  ef  £re«. 
iatid ;  it  is  to  put  the  people  of  the  Bottih  on 
a  level  with  their  fellow-creatfires.*—!^  ft'  shall 


gpmat  lafu»  to  (be  p^nw-^rMr^ti «  4t*iUtri 
iwydq^  that  o^!ie<itiaa.4if  >igeI*i<lmbO>  i 

n^    i^   uifLW^  nn^  -OhriKtiMi..  smmi  si 
wimlips  .to   line    sliitateflt    dfamylwa    uifAtte 
QlmrcliM)   I-  •.•.-., 

^f  T<>  mito  a  cffviaia  qmitetlaHnr  {tfm. 
e^^ IMrlH^pH  ibe  beat  melliad  wmM  be  tbe^vlU 
moUtioB  of  exanpl6^«~l  akall  ^ii|ffiliig1y.fPp- 
dse^  ^o  exaiBpies ;  ape  exav^e  '4ra«i'  tfrmn 
4^  ^Mntay  aappond  to.  be  tba  «oit 
Saaafe,  and  thi  othar  f ran  tb«t  «u 
to  ba  tbe  «Mat  prona  to  deikal  wttiea^^aiiA^ 
aifljbiliiii.-^Tha  itat,  tbe  kiiigda»  ef  j^pmyiHi^ 
lattar  is  tbe  ?ape.  la  178O,  Pofe  JMnaMhaiCili 
aenda  a  brief  to  tbe  Kiag  of  f^fMj  anihli^ 
biaitodiapoeeofooe'^tbird  of  ecclmlaattaal  iiMba 
and  boneices  in  bis' presentatimry  to  i!rliMi»-|if 
a«t»  of  aottlt  vaa  annexed,  *  in  cl|aii^ij««*wid 
fartbat  seta  fortb  in  bis  brief  tfaia  leasa^fittM 
tbe  rbKaf  and  aaeaanr  of  the  poai<  was  iparfinbiDy 
iMmfaenlon  Urn.  Tbe  King  of  Spaifi,  In  i^^ 
INirsQaat  to^tbia  bnef^  puhliahea  »his  edS^t,  vecAieg 
thi  briaf^  and  oppoiiitiBg  a  eammisfton  to^dia^ 
IHwoiof  tba  thirds  as  aboTci  vecHedy  %i  f^  ^p.* 
port  off  tbe  poor^  aad  iban  bo  q^^t^-tl^fob^ 


Wh 

iiiiffcrliiti  im  l^'f'^vrf  -mnlFi  ai>  hos^tals  te4 
faHfi<h  <i>^fc««H^r<iw«M«<tt<WMrfer  «ti^bttii«  add 
l!Mlftdlfag»:^-<;Vll»'%«tl^Jl»''«AreMi*  tli«'«xeetttioii 
«««iliH(  ftnt  edid^  UmI  Blf%  ef  Bpiih  pittblMliMf' 
anolbery  cffaitiaiiiliig)  ia  a  pennpltfi^  ttaan^r, 
tke  exftBaUaw'ftf  ike  int^  attd  b*  atfda  tt  {Mi'' 
«iple  iuepandtle  fron  tke  tlalms  of  TUhej  VkkV' 
saeht '  duiritaMe'  iM»  pMtrtforljr  betoag'  to- eeel6> 
siitilical'  ecnfal^  MQorfHfeg  to  Ike  most^jodiiiA  iiid' 
o«n#a«tifeMipUMtfmeeha»cli.  .'     .•.i. 

<«fl«w  ato   HHI  Bov«fwigB  Sonttf   >«f   ito! 
CbtMv  <&i*»  and  th*  Oatbolto  Kl»g  .or>-6]iaiiiv 
dMMili^tipiS  «aeJliiifd  of  a  ftiXk  of  tho  r«9ttkvM* 
«i(theiir>iOhaKft'f»r'tte  poory  andlMfe  a^  sdrot 
trf,  Ao;^  iwftcliir  iwl  ^at^r%  of  our  €barefa  #epi^ 
citito^'oMb  -a  principle,'  and  guarding  tbeir  rieM« 
■0UMti'.4h« '  MieroMbtog  .  of    Gbastiaa  cbarily-  % 
I  Jhvipe  tb«if'  wBl  .sever  again   affovd  pucb    m<' 
oi^oAiUlily '/>f  ^mpariag  them    witb  tbe  Pope, 
otiiflODtnuftuiS?  tbev   with    the    Apo8t)es.->~-I  da 
iiai|rtfai»k-tb«ir.iiebi»'V»iU  b»  dioiinisbed.;  haA.lS 
ik^gr-lHVO-Ao  to  o(i>-i>  not  tbe  qvesttoa  dheettgH 
pvl-  tf  tben,  irbi<b  wilV  tbn^y  prefer?  ibair'.iadc' 
of>  tlKvv  .li^Ms ?. fir  :^!blcb    did  Qbriat;  die,  -w 
illfi  .^ostl^pk.gil^  marl^rdom,  w  BauV prdicli; 
tntltfiiim  f roto8i I  Was  11  for  the .Tilfae  o£ flaai^i 
«r  .Abe;  Titke.  of  bacreo  kiv)>.  or  4J>e  .Titbo  itf 


potafocs,    or    the  Hthe^pfoctHH  <*'  *^c    fnCte- 
farmer,  or  the  Tithe-pig  ?— ^YourffAcs  are  tifeiiitlW  ? 
i^ntit  they  were  impaired  by  your  iMSl  or4>eiie. 
Tolence,  does  oar  religion  depend  oh  youririi^kffeti  ? 
Ob  such  a   piHnciple    your  Saviour  should   iMave 
accepted  of  th6  kingdoms  of  the  e*r<^^  and  their 
glory,  and  have  capitulated  'with  th%  Devil    fw 
the  propagation  of  the  faith.    Never  waa  a  great 
principle  rendered  prevalent  by  poWeiroi^riehM  i*^ 
low  and  artificial  means  are  reiiorhM  'toHbi'^Uie 
fulfilling  the  little  views  of  men,  tkeit  lov^  of 
power,  their  avarice,  or  ambition ;  but  to  'ajfi^ly 
to  the  great  design  of  God  'Sucb  wtekhfed'  itex- 
iliaries,  is  to  forget  his   divinity,    tod^tli  d«By 
his  omnipotence.    What !   does  the  •  wMt'eom6 
more  powerfully  firom  a  dignitary  in  ptfjtpW'iUBd 
fine   linen,  than  it  came  firom  the  piMft  tO^itlMt 
with  nothing  but  the   spirit  of  the'  Lord  -  tfh  Hs 
lips,  and  the    glory   of    God    stanffidg'   '6n  lis 
right  hand?     What!    my  Lords,   not  ^dlfi^^ 
barren    land;   not    encourage  the  maimflKelMres 
of  your  country;   not  relieve  the  pobr'df  yanr 
fiock,  if  the  church   is    to   be    at  any  i^piinee 
thereby! — ^Where   shall  we  find  this  priwiple? 
not  in  the  Bible.     I  have  adverted  to  the  sa- 
cred writings,  without  criticism,  I  allow,  but  not 
without  devotion-^there  is   not  in    any  pM  i^ 
them  such  a    sentiment — not  in    the    purity  of 


GM^  ^vm  i^  BRVfirt;  <qf  .i|ie  apipsileg,  nor  the 

99ff   <NJWV  ^    PftHid*\«W   tJVJ^  wisdom  o^ 

89l9P«qa  l-r^^Of  B«r  luN^dP ;  PP  .tljis  sujbject  ypur 

%l#  is  .i^ui#t  yoii— tbe  pr^^pti^  ^an^  practice 

oC.41i6  primiiive  oborch  against.  yon<^-the  0eat 

Wjf rd« /nqreiw  an^mifftiflnf — the  pxi^vl^  of  pnilQ- 

•f^phy^  tbll  natme  does  Eojtbipi;,  in  yaii^— -the  pro* 

daetl?^   prin^ipj^.that  foisioied.  the  syaiteiii;    and 

deleiifis  it  agaiiM^  the  ambition    ngkd   encroach* 

ipei^ii.  of  Ua  own  tdeqient^;    the   r»prodae^yf| 

p)in<^ple  wJl^ich  eontlitfiea ,  th^  systQni^  and  which 

BM^es  .Y/sfidtaUop  siipport.Uf^^  and  life  administer 

|>»a1(^n..to  vefgiiHtipQ;  ^taking.from  the  grav/a 

it«^ateFil^,,qua]Aty9.  and  niakiiig  death  ifaself  pro* 

pn^atn  .t9,.UfA  ^d  sueeession-T-tha  plenitude  of 

tlWRf^  ^d  the  majesty  of  nature^  through  all 

]b|9F  jf^V^^'^^^*^^^^  ^^'^^^^  ^^^^  ^  sentiment; 
^18  ^Jb^lind  fatality  .of  ^error^  which^  under  pre^ 
j^eii^^'of  defending  the  wealth  of  the  priesthood^ 
ft)^e/i»ks>ijbiie  gvo^tb  of  m&nl(icid>  arrests  his  indus* 
pfy^^.  9fkA  maj^es  the.  sterility  of  the  planet  a  part 
^^iitfi  i^lig^pn.  / 

,ff  As  '^  have  {nroiic^ed  three  measures  for  ti^e 
b^neftt  of  ik^  People^  I  shall  now  submit  a 
fimrtb  for  the  .benefit  of  the  Qhurch  j  it  is  a 
(ResiqlntiQnx  which  u  as  follows : 


ntiere  the  ^vmtm  <rf  l^HnsifeMk  tbA'tttoonity 
ef  Arawing  the  mbm.;^  an*  to  glw:M«4i<iiman- 
a  power  of  teemtmnff  t\»  valoa  Of  Jkbe  «Mi%.  ia 
41  oafiea^^kgreml  blU^ «  ottfirwiiN»^i«n»df4  mid 
nwtttffl  of  Vithe'tbatt  conftm  ta  certain -ntagea 
to  be  aaffertoined  bj  Ae(  of  Pailkneait.^' 

^^  Tbe  Besolattoa  vUl  be  best  oxplaiiie4  hj 
a  Bflly  if^kb  I  have  diawiKy  aad  i^idbtob  j^jpawi  to 
]propo«e  faeraafler; — tbe  brief  of  whinb  IwiU  now 
state  to  y^Mi.    The  Bill  enaets^  that  everj  iamusw 
of  TUbe  ehall  be   reUeved    ffoim  tbe  djOially 
of  4tawiiig  tbe  saaie^  by  eiiril  bill^  fot  any  emm. 
whataoewr ; .  pirovided  aidd  owner  of  Titbo  fibaU. 
wolkma  to  eertain  ratagee  io  tbe  Bill  a efc  foittiii  ■ 
these  ratages  will  be  saeb  as  ParUamonti  aball  lUiifc 
pr^per^  different^  perhaps^  oeeordiag  to  the  4iff- 
feteut  proTinces^  and  the  resolt  of  the  inqiory.^ 
pf  oviaceB^  and  the  reeolt  of  tbe  i^aiiy  of  pM?iii*. 
eial  eommiitees. 

^<  I  have  set  forth,  in  the  Bill  for  MoMtor, 
such  ft  ratage  as  was  nearly  stated  by  toam- 
bA  eothority,  as  ihe  average  ratage  of  tba 
riehest  diocese  therein;  the  priaeq|Mtl  aftiek» 
of  which   are^ 


69.  Potatoes,  the  Irish  aere. 
6s.  Wheat. 
B8.  Barley. 


8s«  Meadow. 

as.Oats. 


ttf^i-oftTV^^'^^M^-of  iMadow  aball  be  toereMefl^^ 
ilftifltei^MtttB,t«hi*tWawiiwof  IKIhesl^  have 
a  •  pMwr, '  oa  -doa  notiea,  ta  anlir^  in  -erdar  tar 
fkmtji  it  enaeto,  ftat  the  abata  ntage»  fiftaMf 
bacedtttaialed  aa  waitb  sa  taatqr  •tbae  af  brei^  * 
aora,  wbieh  in  ev^  serea  ye»N  id  be  valaad*bf 
tha  etaA  of  ttie  market^  Who  itrilrea  tlia  averages 
for  tb^ltiligdona'; — that  septennial  vaUialioiiaf  the 
cam,  ta  be  the  septennial  ratagei^  far  the  ownet  cf 

^The  iMl  enacts^  that  aH  email  daevahali  atase^ 
attd'that^  iMteadthereor,  in  pariehet  wbera  eamll 
daM  shall  haiw  been  paid  for  these  last  teir  y^ars^ 
a  Tikteation  aball  be  made  af  sueh^  by  a  perGmt' 
i^ppemtefd'  in*  vestry ;  said  raliiation  ta  be  laviadV' 
aMtiil  tlM&  paor,  nar  the  particular  indtWdiHil^ 
bat'  generally  after  the  manner  of  bai<ontat 
ctairges ;  tny  idea  and  ftxed  intention  .being  ttf 
relieve  the  poor  of  the  South  front  the  tithe  of 
patataes,  and  the  North  from  small  dues — aa 
endearonr  which,  however  opposed^  will^  by  per- 
sevteranee,  sncceed;«^t  is  ratianal^  it  is  jnst«-«^ 
TMe  Bill  eontatns  a  proviso,  wbieh  saves  and 
confirms  all  Icincis  of  moduses  or  examptioa; 
90  that  what  has  not  hitherto  paid;  shall  not  pay 
aow; — thus,  potatoes,  and  other  artieks,  ivhere 


thfly  Inw  not'  muSkf  paid^f.4ditf]l»i«o#^i 
tfOiabte;    ;  .         './.ft,.    .    : 
'^»  Tbe    uttst '  reMMtiim  ^  Up  nt»  MMHPol 

iliOBld  0VW  faAVftbecttilerBeQdawry.    .      .    \      . 
^'^^Betalved^  Tbat  4he  hettw  to.geciiNjIbe.fe- 
udenoe  off  the  iClergy/  a  nodefato  tax  on  iiaii«^TC«i* 
dcaca  would  be'expediont.V  .  . 

^<  In  the  long  contest  of    the  OMgf  j^t^  the 
Mhjact  of  Tithe,  I  do  not  find  that  reaidauM  Ims 
heen  maeh  insialad  on,  aa  Hiefal  io  the  Pioteatv 
ant  intereak^.thongli  TiAhe  haa  been  theaght  i»« 
dlapenaaMe.    Pratided    Tithe  shall  he  paid^  Jt. 
seems  what  is  datte  for  the  Tithe^  tbe'pieaettis 
aadi  the  prayings  is  net-  nwtevial^  io  Ae  fiviaio» 
eP    the    grave  and    reveraad    peraonasM  ^«^e 
^vmjf  dd  not  aet  by  proiLy  ^--th^  cpinroissiw|gi|i»: 
|be  judgeay  do  'tiot  act  by  depiAtatioa.  ,  |.  J|»sf^ 
HQver  heard  of  nctaal  redemptiM,  f aLva^oa .  hj 
TCkaole  and    aMgaetieal  operation.    Reside^ae.  i& 
laqiaiYed   by  eanGo,  common,  and  statute  If^i 
l^  the  eaaoB  law,  a  parson^  who  left  his  \im& 
without  )e4¥e,  /waa^  deprived.    By  ttm*.  epiamoa 
law  it^ppeara,  that  residepce  was  neces^firyf  for 
when  «n  action  was  brought  agpiinst  the  rector 
of    B«  he  pleaded^ that,  he   was  commoraat  ia 
P*    The  plea  wasover-ruled,  because  he  Iwd  not 
denied  himself  to  be  rector  of  B.  and  his  parish 


d««wtt(kfli«i|ii9'lwa%  VMOMMif  by  sermil  slid* 
tute9.  The  acts  of  Henry  YIII.  after  forty  day« 
iiMi-ire0MsMe,  *itapoM8-m:tM.  The  «et  of  iSd- 
watnl''^.  after  ei^ty^ajys  abaeicp,  diaiMea  tkm 
paraon  from  recorwing  en  Ue  own  'ikmmBk  Tkb 
act  of  Jietiiy  ¥I.''6iitr}eeeB  a'partotf,  who-teavgfi  (ie 
coantigr^  to- the  fftrfekofe  of  hia  anaaalinooBM. 
Bot  tboogh  the  law  wer^  ailent^  deeeiiey  •  an*  tlua 
oeoafllfto  I0  kmJ. 

^  Whata  «a)Bi  and  oonrplexion  areMhnwA:.i» 

tiiin'  qnestiotf,  '«ad  those  who  to  atremioM^.iMiit 

om '  tbe.  law  fur  ll^the,  amd  so  eammMf  hran#if 

gresa  the  hody  of  law^  thai  rt^idres  them  to^at^i 

tond^  the  datiea  of  reKgion!    bSngjlaiid^  aesi- 

deiiee  ii  hettttr  obserired  and  eiiforee«L    Therprao^ 

ti«*  ef  MnKland  has  shewn  a  gmater  regard  ibeHi 

for  basbandry  and  prayer;:  and  yet  ia  Bng^anrik 

restdeitce  is   net  more   neeessary^    beeaaae  osar 

lowei^    people  -  want  more   inaiitioliom   and  oos 

eouttCry  can  less  afford  any  addkten  to  the  wIk 

sentee  drain^  to  whkh  an  absentee  Tithe,  a|sd 

absentee  Gtospel,  are    sad  aggravalietts  i-^TaH( 

not  -of  a  want  of  ^lebe-hoiises,  or  even  of  efauiches  •» 

-^has^  the  Presbyter  a   glcibe-house  ?.^«Haa  the 

Priest  a  glebe-hoase  ?— Does    the  ktter'preadf 

the  errors  of  the  Ghnreh  of  Home  ftom  a  straw* 

buUt  hovel  ?--^and  do  our  Clergy,  to  preach  the 


«M  ?^Had  the  :  firstftMlft  lieeil,  .iQTutte » tkfctv 
pasts  jof  tinr .  oivb  ortfaiv  aaA'  ^^ratmhdjrr  th^ 
Bi«iiep«,  fiuihfaUy  Mid  |MUy  v^iM^mA  kp^OuA 
t*.«fa6  huiMiiis  of  efaiiKbM  tnd  the  loefeaM^.  itf 
l^oer    iiwigis    the  •  ladrocetes  im  nMifrci44e«ee 
wield  mwmi  thek*.  volaptaeM  ef  ol^gr^-TJBut  it  .Ims 
iMifpeeeA  that  the  ftret^fraitey  hy.  a  tWmtm  •mA 
atttiqtiated  valuation  are  rendev^;  oC  m  jMMnpt 
-^beyde  netyby.that  valuaitiasvWhieh  wae  i|Mde 
itt    ^le  feign  ef    HenrjD    V1II«  froddee .  SMpe 
than    4i0OI«;  at   this  day  ttie  Biaho|Hriei'.alpne 
aittomit  tsL  near  70^0001.    a  yeer^  tte  firat4nii& 
e^  whieb^  witbeeigouig  farther  iteeldheatspw* 
feivd  ^te  Imiftdieg  of  thorehee  and  e|ehe4h«eee% 
and  ieereafiPiog  poor  Imags.    Teu  see  that  m  &#| 
ifetLfreits  are  now  a  moot  nisendde  nodes  ^  enil 
it  is  Tery  remarkable,  that    the  very  SM*  1^1|9 
etlijeet  to  any  modnsy  however  ratioiial,  im  fftfr^m 
ef  the    manefacturer,  have  ttiemaelvea  .se^r«p-.a 
fli<Nli]0  against  the  Chwefa^-^a  fliodae>  the..aMiet 
irrational  and  illiberal,  against  the  fmxtmS  theie 
own  order,  and  the  Heese  of  their  ewa  -  Gk»d  1 
*^  We  cannot  reside,   beeaese  we  have  neither 
Ifonse  nor  chnreh ;''  thai  is,  the.  rieher  p«rt  eC 
your  order  have  taken  to  theaiselves  the  finds 
of  the  Chnreh,  tnd  imw  yea  have  no  flacft.  ti 
ptay  i^, 


Ml*  t«r>  to4itoflwie»w  aJtel^  abstnee  far  a  oertciA; 
<faae;!;i  unDuId  net  leave  the  dJiqpeodbsri.wittt: 
iiMnAMce  to  the  Bieliop^  beaausel  woMk  aot.puft. 
iato  kit  iiattds  the  taleats  and  «8QffiN|gea  of  tk^ 
l^afodhial  ctergy^^^I  -nmoUlTioiettabto  hiffr-toMf^ 
^4Mr,  jM  have  wHtten  iao  freely  on  canstftelioipi^* 
gMjjttilMy  fdfOL  niMt  reside;'  or^  fSir^  3F0ii^il)aTa/i 
ToMd^  fet'  the  fwpalar  eaadidate^  and  awtat  nu. 
i^4ef.' — I  woqM  n^make  vestdenee  an.kifti«|aen|)t 
cff'^ofidae  i|(flMacej;.ttor.  would  I  .wiahitiir bi«]|0. 
llb'pttrdchial  ekfgjr  -mean  and  anbsetviMli  itof. 
ill^».Mah(op.*^I  waold  compel  reaidMefB  kSfSiihiaxk 
anduilult  inlaid  be  moieEate,  wkb  ^rtaiu-allMrf^r 
neba;  '817  prineipie  with  respaet.to  tbeiieaid^q^ei: 
ef^the  nnniater  being  thiay  hia^parieh  ought  .totbfif 
Ma^hoBMy  bQt  notto  be  kia  priion.  .^ 

.^«^J*ha?e*inb«iUtod  the  Resohitions*-*!  mean  ta. 
pntqlftia  *Houe  anposseeaian  of  them — all  I  de8pn^ 
&^'<iiati  th^.  may  have  a  fair  ex^tnunaiionr-r:^ 
fiovaranemfr'  all  I  ask  ia  itii9artialify--4U  Xr 
depMbater  is  predetermiaatiiDn ; — ^I  do  Mflt  4e«w^. 
Hn*.  the^i  ahonid  asaoii  to.  eiitor  my  facts// or 
ftinoi^s^'>biii  I  desife  a  fair  trial,, lor  betlv^ 
dtaiie  mttreafst^  that  *  in  holding .  thmr*  delib«w^- 
tiimr,  Ifaiy  may  liot .  take  into  their,  etpliyieiiihp; 
enemy, — ^If  these  principles  are  false^  they,  n^l^ 
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He  of  tbemseTves,  wUhout  ihi '  %itorp6yii/^  of 
ftovernment ;  If  righ*,  iMy  SWlV  at  1M  'Trt*WBU 
aM'  then  eortrnineiit  vfoMf*Vik!  iofelfigMPlb  tkHedC 
a  resistcmee  precipitateTj  niade.-^Ai^ ' W  the'  cnMfc - 
era  peasantry,  all  I  mk  on  their  part  iiflRteee. 
If  the  W*hUc.*oy8  breftk  out  agaiii,  l^^**'  tip 
Ihis  busitfe^s:— -I  wHT  be  the  Urst  td  support  stnlir^ 
lieasured  of  coercion.— Thi  gentlemen  ^6f  ihe* 
0ontfa  should  itrfbrm  them,  that  if  they  hkS 
cljrigtnaHy  represented  the  oppressions^  th^y  toftfr 
nndiir  Tithe;  by  hninble  ptitltion  Ito  "FsrllMmMlt^ 
tiiey  must  hare  been  repressed';  the  Kirsto  and 
the  Tithe:f&mer  would  not  have  chosen  Hi  hire 
defended,  or  to  continue  demands  j^nblfiny'isU^il-' 
tized  tot  extortion  and  avarice.  In  aflreef  doobCry^ 
the  mt^re  promnlgation  of  injury,  is  the  lArttHit^ 
of  redress ;  but  those  desperate  wteteK^  Did  tfM 
the  courage  to  apply  to  the  Legislafure>  lUA  tnMF 
the  despair  to  apply  to  outrage ;  ihe  cons<fcfd<nAte 
Wasy  as  always  must  be,  they  conslgmiaf'  ttlSr 
bodies  to  the  hangman,  and  left  to  tbeit*  MMUet' 
a  eontinuation  of  the  grierances;  and  fMrolTed 
in  their  disgrace  a  great  part  of  the*  pettsibtiy, 
who  were  equally'  oppressed,  and  eiltfrely^  IMo- 
cent  The  truth  is,  the  Tithe-formet^  had  tfA^eaM' 
birt  the  WbiCe-hoy ;  they  both  stood'  on  IRe  ei4ttes 
of  the  other,  and  murdeir  was  a;  g^at^  oft^Kfo 
than  extortion.  *     ' 


X  'lyeiui  a  part  of  ^|at  beof^h^  alll  aifc  is.  temper. . .  X 
ataJteAf  ey^^llW^i^^— l^w^^y  j^  prove.th«iD» 
I  .f^«d,  that  in  i8ome  pafMf  of  tbe  South  the  de. 
namlirof .  TiIImb  jia^ .  o^eeded  the  bouoda  of  law ; 
Ii^p^  tlpe  nllegatiaiL  I  stated  that  thie  proetof 
liivdf,4p«  many  plaQe%  demised  and  received  a 
^taii^  p^r^eenUl^y  called  pjroctorage^  agaiaat.lajyf 
mql,  cl^f^ity  ji  I^jcepeat,  that  alle^tiop.  I  sta^ 
thul.  in  .p/arts  pf  the  ^oiUh^  certain  minifters  of 
thfjur.  prpckfTs  had  been  guilty  of  exactioae  which 
were  mtc9]P4cioBablp,  and  I  stated  also  that  th^y  h«i 
^9^v^\f.9  apid  greasy  and  nuconsf^ioniAiy  ioqreaa^ 
ed ..their,  r;fj4|gl^8;  1  repeat  that  allegation,.  $ 
stated  that  t^e  Tithe-farmers  did  very  .genorsllyi 
in  the .  piirts-  disturbed,  oppress  tbe  common  peo« 
fi^  W^d  haid  exceeded  their  legal  powers^  or  had 
noi|t  gwissly  abused  them:  these  allegations  I 
repf^at  nojiK— i^nd  am  ready  to  go  into  prpofsi 
I'^hCDIIiDvar  g&q^lemen  choose  to  give  me  such  an 
•pflfwto^ity. 

.  ^^  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  precise  quan- 
tity ,of  every  return  stated  to  me. — Some  of:  the 
statomepts  are  official,  and  cannot  be  disputed^ 
and  are  ^aarmoua;  others  come  from  the  op^ 
pien^ed^  imd  may  be  sanguine;  I  am  not  re* 
spoasftle  for  the  precise  quantities  in  such  a  case  j 
hat  I   am  responsible   for  this    allegation,    that 
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there  exists  grfrat  oppression-*^!  lepeai  it  agBia, 
tkere  exists  great  oppression. 

«^  As  to  the  resolations   wbkh  I  flow  otthwit 
and  which^  next  desaioo^  I  shall  mofte,  tfao  #i^i 
reverend  quarter  will  consider^  that  some  of  tiiose 
propositions    are-  in  their  pHneiples   already    the 
law  of   Bngland.    With  what  jastiee  'can^  tfrey 
littempt  to  deprire  Ireland  of  the'  beneAt  ^of  such 
laws  ?    Ireland, '  a    country    requiring  so   Moch 
more    ehcoaragementy    and    paying    abutidaolly 
ttore    to    the    Ghorch.*— A    celebrated    Bishop 
In  England  has  calculated,  that  the  income  of  the 
Ghorch  in  England,  including  all  bislioprieks,  and 
even  the  estates  of  the  Universities,  wduld^  if  dis- 
tributed, amount  to  iOOl.  for  each  clergymao. — 
A  learned  Bishop  in  Ireland  has  calculated,  Uiat, 
excluding  Bishopricks  and  Universities,   the   in- 
come of    the  Church  in  Ireland  would   amoont 
to  ItSL  for  each  clergyman. — ^Thus,  by  this  cal- 
culation,  excluding  their   great  riches,     I    mean 
the  bishopricks,  the  ministers  of    the   Protestant 
Church   of  Ireland  have   within  tl.  as  much  as 
in    England;    and,    including   bishopricks,  mst 
have,  beyond  all  comparison,'  more  than  in  Bng. 
land,  where  the  extent  of  the  cores  is  inconpli. 
tably  less,  even  supposing  our  clergy  were  all  to 
yeside,  and  while  this  kingdom  has  two  other  orders 
0f  priesthood  to  6opport.*.«-Sivch  of  our  Bishops 


*wlia  cAiue  fram  'another  orantty^  and  have  im 
tercepted  the  views  ef  some  of  the  yoonger 
braiehes  of  our  best  families  here^  will  naturally 
wiiih  to  make  some  compensation. — ^The  laws  of 
tlie  eonntrj  to  which  they  owe  their  fairth^  they 
I  sapiiose  will  not  objeet  to  communicate  to  this 
coimtry,  to  which  they  owe  their  sitoation. 

^<  Some    of   the     resolufions    are     not    only 
founded  on  principles    of  hasbandry,  but  maof- 
ims    oi    Christianity;    these    I    hope    will    ntt 
meet. with  inveterate  opposition  from  any  of  this 
right  reverend  bench ;«— those  of  tbefn  the  most 
adverse  and  inveterate  will  soften,  when  they  con- 
sider the  Christianity  of  clothing  the  naked  and 
feeding  the  hungry;  or  rather,  indeed,    of    suf- 
iefing  the    naked   and  the   hungry  to    feed  and 
clothe  themselves,   by   encouraging  '  their  maou- 
facture — giving  certain  privileges  to  their  infant 
labours,   and  by  leaving  in  their   principal  food 
the  p^or  unoppressed    by   avarice    and  exaction 
'  uuder  any  pretence  whatsoever.    However,  if  this 
shall  not  be  the  case — if  these  sound  doctrines 
and  these  charitable  principles   are   received   by 
Bottie  of  a  certain  quarter  with  hardness  of  heart, 
and  their  author  with  clerical  scurrility,  I  can- 
not   help    it;   I    shall     persist, »    notwithstdnd- 
ing,  in  making  my  solemn  appeal  against  such 
inea  io  their  owp  gospel;   which,    as  it  is  the 


of  our  venentMH*''  . 

TBB  RIOT  AOT; 

.       ,     .  OB, 

■    * 
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Mill  to  prevent  tumtUtwus  Risings  and  JlBsetablieB. 


The  debate  which  took  place  in  tliejbuih 
Hou9e  of  Commons  upon  this  Billy  is  90  pnti- 
eularly  calculated  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom,  of 
those  measoresy  which  were  recommended,  by 
Mr.  Grattan,  when  giving  his  opinion  of  the 
operation  of  Tithes  on  the  industry,  and  fef^l- 
ings  of  Ireland;  the  Compilers  of  this  Yo^me 
conceived  that  they  would  commit  np  vef7 
serious  chronological  error^  by  giving  the  fol- 
lowing Speech^  immediately  after  thqse^  which 
though  in  point  of  time  it  preceded,  ayre  best 
illustrated  by  so  practical  a  comment  on  the 
violence  and  pride  displayed  in  the  Irish  Riot 
Act,  for  the  prevention  of  tumultuous  risings 
mud  assemblies.  In  this  Bill,  brought  in  and 
recommended  by  the  late  Lord  Clare  (who  was 


thetk  Atknmej'-geiiei^l)  Wilt  be  found  that  species 
of  remedy^  whieh  skims  the  surfaee  of  public  injury^ 
while  it  leaves  the  thorn  which  festered  and  tortur- 
ed the  patient,  still  sankling  in.the  wound,  and  eat- 
ing into  its  miserable  Ticfim. 

On  the  31st  Jinnary,  l?fi79  when  the  House 
was  in  Committee,  upon  that  part  of  the  address 
to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant,  which  related  to  the 
disgraceful  commotions  then  raging  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  the  Attorney-general  subiliitted  td 
the  House  the  follow  ing  narrative  of  facts,  on 
which  he  intended  to  found  his  Bill,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  tumnlttious  risings  and  assemblies.  He 
stated  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  disturbance;' 
*^'thc  commencement,'^  said  he,  ^*  was  in  one  or  two 
parishes  In  the  county  of  Kerry,  and"  they  pro- ' 
ceed  thus: — The  people  assembled  in  a  Catholic 
Chapel,  and  there  took  an  oath  to  obey  the  laws 
of  Captain  Right,  and  to  starve  the  clergy ;  they 
then  proceeded  to  the  next  parishes,  on  the 
following  Sunday,  and  there  swore  the  people 
in  the  same  manner,  with  this  addition,  that 
they  (the  people  last  sworn)  should,  on  the  en- 
suing  Bunday,  proceed  to  the  Chapels  of  their' 
next  neighbouring  parishes,  and  sWear  the' iul 
habitants  of  those  parishes' in  like  jftanner;— pro- ^ 
cefedlng  in  this  manner,  they  very  soon  went 
through  the  province' of  ^lunster?  the  lirst  ob^* 
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ject  was  the  refirrmiUonof^^Tith^^^^  Vfffn,. 

^ot  to  give  mwir©  than  a  ci^rt^K,  pr^c^.p^r. ^ Affile;, 
not  to  assist^  pr  to  allow  Ijbepi  to  I^e..afi8|i^ 
in  drawing  the  Titboi  and  to  p^rm^t  ju)  pvQc^ ; 
they  next  took  upon  them  to  prevent  the.  collec- 
tion of  parish  cesses ;  next  to  nominate  parish 
clerks^  and^  in  some  cases^  curates ;  to  saj  what 
.Ghjirch  should  or  should  not  be  repaired,  and 
in  one  case  to  threaten  that  they  wo9ld  born  a 
new  Churchy  if  the  old  one  were .  not  given  for 
a  Mass-house  ;  at  last  they  proceeded  to  regulate 
the,  price  of  lands ;  to  raise  the  price  of  labour^ 
and  to  oppojse  the  collection  of  the  ^  Hear  Hi- 
money  and  other  taxes»  Bodies  of  5000  of  them 
have  been  seen  to  march  through  the  country 
unarmed,  and  if  met  by  any  magistrate^  they 
never  offered  the  smallest  rudeness  or  offence  ; 
on  tlue  contrary,  they  had  allowed  persons 
charged  with  crimes,  to  be  taken  from  ampngst 
them,  by  the  magistrate  alone^  unaided  by  any 
force.'^ 

The  Attorney-general  *  said,  it  would  require 
the  utmost  ability  of*  Parliament  to  come  to  the 
root  of  those  evils  ;  he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  the  least  ground  to  accuse  the  clergy 
of  extortion ; — far  from  receiving  the  tenthy  he 
knew  of  no  instance  where  they  received  tlie 
twentieth  part;    he   was    well  acriuainted  with 


the  proTinee  of  Munster^  and  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  haman  wretchedness  to  exceed  thai 
of  tike  peoMntry  (f  that  province;  the  unhappy 
tenantry  were  ground  to  powder  by  relentless 
landlords  $  that  far  from  being  able  to  give 
the  clergy  their  just  does^  they  bad  not  food 
or  raiment  for  themselves ;  the  landlord  grasped 
the  whole:  and  sorry  was  he  to  add,  that  not 
satisfied  with  the  present  extortion^  some  land-* 
lords  had  heen  so  base  as  to  instigate  the 
insargents  to  rob  the  clergy  of  their  tithes — 
not  in  order  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the 
tenantry,  but  that  they  might  add  the  clergy's 
share  to  the  crael  rack-rents  already  paid ;  tlie 
poor  people  of  Munster  lived  in  a  more  abject 
9tate  of  poverty  than  human  nature  could  be 
wupposed  equal  to  hear;  their  miseries,  it  is 
troe,  .were  intoJeraUe,  but  they  did  not  origi- 
nate  w|lh  the  clergy,  nor  could  the  clergy  stand 
by  and  see  them  take  the  redress  into  their  own 
hands ;-— upon  the  ^  best  consideration  which  he 
had'  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  two  circum- 
stances, >  which  had  contributed  to  spread  the 
commotions,  required  to  be  immediately  cor- 
rected. 

The  first  was,  that  under  the  existing  law,  the 
kind  of    combination   which   pen'aded  the   pro* 

vince  of  Munster,  was   deemed  hit  a  misdemM^^ 
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nor-^a  baHable  (dSsnce;  and  oe  magMnke  t^ld 

refuse  to  ta^ke  bail  for  it. 

The  second  was,  the  orimiQal  negloot  and 
insufficiency  of  magistrates  thrqug^oiit  tbe  dis- 
turbed part  of  the  country.  To  check  those 
alarming  acts,  he  would  bring  in  a  Bill,  which 
contained  such  provisions  as  were  calcnlated  to 
inflict  adequate  and  effectual  pnnishment  oa  per- 
sons guilty  of  outrage — ^riot— ^and  ille^l  combi- 
nation ;  and  of  administering  and  taking  unlawful 
oaths. 

After  this  candid  admission,  by  the  Attorney^ 
general,  of  the  extreme  wretchedness  and  miaery 
of  the  peasantry  of  the  west  of  Ireland;  and 
after  the  confession,  that  the  application  of  an 
adequate  and  sufficient  remedy  to  heal  the  public 
wounds,  would  require  all  the  talentp  and  under- 
standing of  Parliament,  it  will  not  be  forgotten, 
that  the  same  law  officer  opposed  every  effort  made 
by  Mr.  Grattan  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
real  cause  of  the  public  grievances;  and  that  the 
Irish  Government  of  1788  closed  their  ears  against 
the  suggestions  of  those  mild  remedies  which 
would  have  restored|ieace  and  contort  to  the  poor  qf 
Ireland  ! 

T^e  Bill  now  brought  in  by  the  Attecney- 
general,  for  preventing  tumultuous  Risings  and 
Assemblies;  was  opposed  in  eyery  stage  by  the 
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pairiotd  6f  ilie  d&y— as  containing  clauses  uh« 
necesgary  and  uttconstitational.  They  objected^ 
that  the '  deviafions  from  the  English  Riot '  Act 
were  all  founded  in  the  greatest  severity^  with  the 
additumal  cermderaHonf  that  the  Irish  act  was  to 
be  perpetual. 

The  Attorney-general  supported  the  deviations 
from  the  English  Riot  Act ;  but  gave  np  the  most 
odious  and  objectionable  clause — directing  the 
magistrates  to  demolish  the  Roman  Catholic 
Chapels  in  which  any  combinations  had  been  form- 
edy  or  an  unlawful  oath  administered. 

The  Secretary^  Mr.  Orde^  lamented  that  any 
thing  should  have  appeared  in  prints  purporting 
that  those  insurrections  had  arisen  from  a  Popish 
conspiracy  ! — He  declared^  he  not  only  did  not 
believe  it— but  he  could  say,  he  Jcnew  it  not  to 
be  true  ;  and  asserted,  that  in  some  places  the 
insurgents  had  deprived  the  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy  of  one  half  of  their  income. 

ITpon  this  occasion,  Mr.  CURRAN  came 
forward,  with  his  accustomed  boldness,  to  ar- 
I'aign  the  wisdom,  the  e>^pedieucy,  and  the  hu- 
manity of  the  Bill  proposed  by  the  Attorney, 
general,  for  the  suppression  of  disturbances  ;*^ 
^*  WKat,^^  said  Mr,  Curran,  "  has  been  the 
effect  of  yomr  sanguinary  code  against  Ireland  ?— 
The   overstrained   security  of  your  law  amounts 


I 
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umversfally  to  t^  impunAy  of  (fib  bflbdder  i^Ar 
every  good  and  soeial  priaeipU  in  th6  linft'of 
man  ig  an  obgtTMfioii  to  itii  exe6iiiion.../Fiiie  .wiU 
neis— the  judgey  and  the  jury^  conenr^  *y  %wwy 
practical  artifice,  -  to  save  *  the  *  wretdi '  fmm  '  a 
punishment  inadequate  to  the  crime.  I  wHI'M^r 
oppose  the  principle  of  a  Bill  ^at  is  t^rttteH  in 
'  iZoo(f.— The  general  principle  receives  '  A6tible 
strength  from  the  double  circumstance  of  the 
times. 

^^  The   disturbances  of    the  Sonth  ^iveire  not 
only   exaggerated    beyond    the  trutH,  by  rtvery 
misrepresentation  of    artful  'malignity,  but  vrere 
held  up    to  the  public  mind  in  so  silly  tfr  so 
wicked  a  point  of  view,  as  to  make  it  impoisflble 
for  Parliament  to  proceed,  witbout  the  most  im- 
minent danger  of  sacrificing  every  advantage  ^e 
have  acquired.— What  has  been  the  state  bfycmr 
ecclesiastical  polity  fbr  centuries  ?•— The  Cfenrch 
of  Ireland  has  been  in  ihe  hands  of  slrangDrs^ 
advanced  to  the  mitre,  not  for  Ikeir  wrtHe&''tfr 
their  knowledge,  but  quartered  on   the   coiJDtryr 
through    their  own    servility,   or  the   caprice  of 
their   benefactors  ;   inclined   naturally  to  oppress 
us,  to   hate  us,  and  to   defame   us  ;— while  *  tie 
real  duties  of  our  religion  have  been  performed 
by  bur   own   native  clergy;    who,    with  all  the 
finer  feelings  of  gentlemen    and   scholai^,  bavt 
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lieea  :QbligM  t»  do  ttu^  dradgery.of.tjielr  pro- 
MfeMioa  for  /brtf^  w  nt  moat  for  j^y  pounds 
jk  yeitf^ — wUbout  tli0.|R6aM  of  being  liberal^ 
rfmm  4^i]r  pwer^;  and  YrUhouV  the  Aojpe  of 
,  adwiiditg  tbwiBelves  by  tbeir  learning^,  cmt.  their 
ifirtues^iit  w.^fxm%tTy  where  preferment  was  no- 
toriously nat  to  J>e  attained  by  either. 

^^'On  tbui  gronnd^  I  would  vindieate  the  gveai 
body  of  the  native,  acting  clergy  pf  Ireland  from 
any  imputation^  because    of    the  small  progress 
Whieb  Protestantism   bad    made  among   us;  the 
,  pride  of  Spiipcopacy,  and  the  low  state  to  which 
oar  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  reduced^  abun- 
dantly, accounted  for    it^   their    distresses    and 
(ippfi^nn  were  the  real  objects    of  Parlifimen- 
,tary  ^c^sideration^    and    not   the    discovery    of 
|iew  modes  of  torture^  or  the  enactment  of  ne^ 
..Utatutesofblood.'^ 

1^  ma^  is  to  be  found,  in  the  history  of 
the  .Irish  Farliame9t,  more  distinguished  for 
bis  sensibility  to  the  distresses  and  sufferinga 
.Qf  Jii9  cqiintrymen,  of  every  religious  persiuision — 
bis^  fearless  and  manly  assertion  of  thj^ir  claims  ta 
.the  attention,  the  protection,  and  the  justice  of  the 
liegtolature,  than  Mr,  CurvaO;  (now  Master  of  the 
Rollpu), 

:  It  is  impossible  to  read  over  the  FarUamen. 
.  ^ry  fti»t9ry  9t  Ireland;  fm-  i\m  last  30  years,. 
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ifitlumt  making  fre^tretit  pauseg^  io  sdmife  ifbe 
steady^  political  virtae-^be  ealightened'-^liberid^ 
and  eonipreliemive  views — ^tke  nnmatted  efforto 
of  genius  and  of  wit^  of  our  greatly  gifted 
eoontryman.     . 

Few  Irishmen  ever  attained  so  proud  and  w 
exalted  a  situation^  as  that  which  Mr.  Curan 
now  iilb,  with  such  inflexible  independence  of 
principle^  or  of  demeanour^  or  so  little  hamSiiy 
to  meu  iQ  power  and  authority  — Ue  has  rise^^ 
by '  the  splendor  of  his  talents^  and  the  integ- 
rity  of  his  views^  to  an  almost  imexaBipl^d 
degree  of  pablic  eonfldeuee. — Uq  is  one  <if  ^ 
eery  few,  w  hose  constancy  to  his  coantry  has 
bten  rewarded  by  the  possession  of'  honors^  and 
ettolnnfcuts;  and  was  it  not  for  that  happgr 
interval^  wUeu  the  great  and  benevolent  mind 
of  Charles  Fox  commanded  an  ascendancy  in 
the  Councils  of  His  Majesty^  vie  should  net 
now  perhaps  be  able  to  congratulate  our  country* 
men^  on  the  justice  which  has  been  done  to 
the  transceudant  merits  of  their  first  advocate^ 
and  perhaps  the  first  advocate  in  the  Biitish 
^Empire. 

When  the  politicians  of  the  day,  who,  (with 
»umc  exception)  have  insen  in  this  Country  as 
they  gave  up  its  liberty  and  its  honor,  shall  be 
mmgled  in  tlie  dust,  with  the  hundreds  whose  ex- 


ample  Ib^y  bavft  lmttted«--*«li«ii  no  mcord  will 
1i^  foond  of  their  memory-^nor  no  recollec- 
tiOD  or  their  na^mesj-*— our  illuatrious  Cqrrun  will 
be  the  ,  theme  of  every  Irish  Seminary^ — ^the 
bright  and  glowing  example  of  political  virtue^ 
III  a;i  ag«^  of  nniverfial  sycoplianey,  and  national 
de^adation. 

,  The  efforts  of  Mr.  Curran^  as  well  a.s  the  great 
and  splendid  struggles  of  Mr.  Grattan^  were 
ifn.  vaitt/^-Jaws  of  severity  were  preferred  to 
jaeMures  of  redress  and  conciliation, — ^The  pride 
of  the  Legislature  would  not  be  seen  to 
capitulate  to  a  barbarous  multitude^  and  a  civil 
wur  was  preferred,  by  the  Administration  of  those 
days^  to  the  healing  balsam  of  parental  considcra- 
U09  for  the  acknowledged  sufferings  and  miseries 
of  the  poor. 

.  The  Riot  Act  was  the  fruit  of  this  magnanU 
ff^us  Bpiritf  possessing  all  tlie  violence  of  t\m 
BngUsh  act; — with  scarcely  a  single  provision  dt 
mercy  or  of  humanity. 


800 
To  tkis  Act,  Mr.  GBATTAJNT  spoke  m  foUoWfe  : 

'^  Mb.  Spbakeb, 

*^  Sir^    it    is    impossible    to    hear    that    bill 
read^  or  the  question  put  ou  the  committal  of  U^ 
without  animadversion.    I  agree  that  the  South 
shtMld  be  coerced.    If  the  populace  or  peasan- 
try  *of  that    district    have    thought    proper    to 
invade  personal   security,    and  lay  the  founda« 
tioB   of    undermining    their    own    liberties;    if 
they  haVe    resorted    to  the   exercise  of  torture^ 
as  relief  for  poverty,  I  lament  their  savage  infa- 
tai^on,    and   I  assent  to   their   puniisfhment.     I 
assent  to  it  with  shame ;  I  blush  at  the  cast  of 
lawlessness  thrown  on  the  country,    and  I  la- 
ment   the   necessity    of   a    strong   measure— tho 
natural    result  of  shabby  mutiny    and    abortive 
rebellion. 

^^This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  had  occasion 
to  express  my  concern  at  certain  excesses  of  some 
j^art  of  our  fellow  subjects.  See  the  fruit  of  those 
excesses — see  the  glorious  effect  of  their  labour — 
a  Riot  Act,  aggravated — a  Riot  Act,  general  and 
ferpetual. — ^Evils  which  it  was  chance  to  foreseet 
it  becomes  now  my  duty  to  mitigate. 

^  I  will  agree  to  the*  strengthening  of  ,thc 
dvil  magistrate  within  a  certain  limitation;  I 
would   enable   the    magistrate  to  disperse  such 
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ineetittgB  m  are  KlrtoriraBly  far  illegal  purposM  ( 
Bnd  I  iprfll  agree  fkat  it  ia  pn^ev  not  to  ifdaut 
penom  to  bail  who  had  refused  to  disperse^  aa 
it  coald  only  far^iah  them  with  an  opportoniigf 
of  repeating  their  trantgreeaions.  I  will  agree 
that  the  persons  who  dug  graves^  provide^  #b* 
bets^  and  the  like^  should  be  punished  capitally  ( 
for  those  who  made  torture  thiBir  amosemeoty 
aii4  pcactised  such  inexorable  barbarity^  I  think 
merit  death.  I  will  also  agree  th^t  there  are 
several  claoses  in  the  Riot  Act^  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  adopt.  But  in  the  very  setting  out  of  the 
hil|^  t^ere  is  an  evident  departure  from^  and  eon* 
tradietion  of^  the  Biot  Act  The  Biot  Aet  stated^ 
thi^  if  twelve  or  more  pwsons^  riotously^  tu- 
mult^Qusly,  and  unlawfully  assembled^  and  re* 
fused  to  disperse^  &;c. ;  but  this  Act  stated^  if 
persons^  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more^  fiofc- 
ously^  tnmultuously^  or  unlawMly  assembled.— 
The  former  was  copulative  j  the  latter  disjunctive  ; 
and  the  difference  was^  that  if  coming  within 
any  one  of  the  descriptions  tumultuous^  riotous^ 
or  unlawful,  felony  would  ensue,  though  ia  Bog- 
lanfl,  to  constitute  tt^e  crime,  each  must  be  alleged. 
And  when  there  is  a  deviation  from  the  Biot 
Act,  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  it  is  not  one  founded 
in  mildness  and  mercy,  but  one  founded  in  seve- 
rity«    Another   difference  from  the  Biot  Aet  is, 
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tKAt  I  in  B^lftftdl  die  ^foiMiiite  Ift  cMlgtt  ^«v 
.be  read;  but  by  this  bHV  n^ttfli^  MMre H«yi 
Wijuired  of  Hie  iliagifitraM  Xkuk  io  WMMAd'tbe 
rfotets  io  disperee^  in  4to  Kiii^  moiiiN  -If'  tbey* 
did'  not'  disperse'  In  ose  konr,'  death  wks 
coDseqnetice ;  and  thto  I  eMtM*  a^'f  oMfaig'tor 
^ftete  fti  the  lAtid  of  Tine,  to  tan  a  race  ja^aSwt 
the  Uvea  of  the  people ;  and  tMs  is  cArtainly  m-  gjtaftt 
objection.  '         '    i 

^<  Another  ofejeetion  is,  tkafr  if  a  magiiirate 
irks  stopped^*  ivhen  repairing  to  the  place  of^  riot, 
the  *  person  who  stopped  him  wonld  be  gtdiCjf 
of  felony;  that  was,  though  the  magistrate  WM 
resorting  to  an  unlawful  place^  the  person  4rte 
obstroeted  hitn  should  be  deemed  io^  merit  ^'desSth. 
And'  if  the  piersons  did  not  disperse,  if  tlM  mm^ 
gistrate  was  interrupted,  the  reckoning  of  ttab 
wa^  to  d^mnience  AtNUihe*  uomeM  of  Itis  oh»tp«e. 
tlon ;  and  should  they  continue  one  Itoary-  Itmj 
would  be  guilty  of  felony;  and  incur  the  p«*iA- 
meut  of  death ;  that  is,  the  intereeptien  of 'W^  Muu 
^isti^ate^  at  a  distance  in  this  kingdomy-ilM  io  te 
tahtkmount  to  the  reading  of  a  proelanutti^  oii  tha 
iipottn  England.  •  . '!    . 

'<  This,  I  think  one  of  the  seVefoat  cUimb 
lljit  WM  ewf  brought  forward,  ov  Msriad6pled. 
Buti'ertsn'  though  IMs  had' beer  premise A«fvthfe 
Shgliiih  Rior  Act,  the  measure  of  .their- MrMlgr 
should  not  be  a   measaie  for  the  legislation  of 


«^le^M4  wamftiii  BrfK*ice»  «      /. 

.  ^'f^jMlhw  «kiMQ':of  -the  Um  miidrJI  JblMy: 
t(^.writ&9  lueiiit^  fMiUvA^  unii  or  eut|r  «*s:iimf« 

tioo^-^iliftt  i%  tiMit  A  mwf  vIiq  sIwU  wiite.oi;pniit 

of  f«l«ii)r.  1  Iiike  tbe  Bracimiiii  ^Uw^^.tbit  bill 
had  biooi/  blood/ — ^felony!  fi^lony  !  fekmy.VJiil 
MKwy  iNiod  and  in  werj  sqntaMc^,, 
^^.  ,1f  N^W;  bi^d  tbia  bill , been  tow,  fop  a^yne^timie 
]^«Jit>  wbiit  ^Qiild  b(&  the.  Aituatio^  of  f^very.iOAn 
wJb#  vOnotad    a  .  o^ws-i^peir .  for  the  .  V^t  oiafL 

.:  ^  lEV^M.  Yl»i44  .bp  the  .aitintWi^  of  eitQ^y; 
aMP  wboibad  written  iipp»  tbe  imbjefit  of  Titbes  j^ 
Sm?  a^ibovigbkof  tha^^lefcy.  to  Titbes  ia  at^kiu^Wt 
MlgadtovbetT((MAi^^iii>Wi.M^  M  Um&  pf potji 
•aA  wfitMP  bftve  wrffaefl  a0Ufiyt,4)^c^  w^^  waul4 
b^  ^bfr  oons«qD^jC|d  \  Who  Qoul4  toll  bpw  tbeir 
OMidiiet  qjgh^  bo . ^ii&trMecl  in  ft  coortr.of  law.^ 
^^.wbatiic»:tliey,my(t  i^  1>P  J^jft%d,|;i4}t|[ 
af  ffdc^y  ?  But  jl,  will  not  wk^  who  .]You|)|k,^4 
^ilty  under  such  a  law ;  but  I  wiU,i||k  i^bOi;fr^4 
wItegkiMD&i!.     —  ,..  .    j       ,.r  - 

I  ^^A'  ptK|^at«al  ;Miitii>y-bill  Itad  b«9«  ^f»  tUf 
law  .#fi,4lie  la#d^  and  ^yat  ^canUfuneni  both  ai^pke 
aml/wole'>i$giinatr  it  m  .4MifiMr»u%ii  tinoomai^ 


;  ^M  lifti  tMiliill  IbttQ  <«lMri<]»i^*Aiy  JvwUshMi 
•H  been  giulty  of  Mmiy,  and  suftr  deailurnlWliB 

dftttM  vei^eetfBg^llie  talDag  of  larw^  nAmmmm^ 
vM^Uf   or    MMey    to    {wrehue  4mii^  Ubin  m 
flinilatiky  to  tho  White4wj  act )  but  &e  tWhUo* 
fcgjf  aet  wM  vote  gttarfl«d.     * 
.  ^  tfmr  look  fo  ilio  elaiiae  wiiMi  iwooliatoi 
iiUiMB  of  foblfoMAonliip.^-I  erasider  i^  «'> last- 
ing  a  stain  of  iuk^pietjr  on  "Am  wfaoU  naKos,  amtf 
ODjoiiung    tbO'  nuigbtrates^     to     eominit     Aat 
irory  ael  of  violeaeey    wUoh  is  pAniriMd^wMi 
dbalb  kribe  peaaki^.    .    .-    ^-l   *■   n   i)r.._..  « 
.  ^^Ifria  ft  ravival  of  f bo  penal 'ia^  iuk]itMA 
in  tbe  mo^t  4aiigeNii0  and  easeopttona^le-phik-^ 
I  call  upon  gekilenien    to  e<Mid«iy  ithal^  tbef 
bad  no  ekairge  agsfaist  tbe  GotboMoa  i^VvraiMkt 
tbi6  mearare^^to  eonaidary  Umt  tbey  bbdr  Uotiaff 
iMAb  ai  aanae  for  Btrnpicbn  of  411iBft«M4bF;  tni^ 
^ider^  if  tbey  WM«  a  popisb  peaaaMry/iteyNMert 
actimtod  *  by-  no  -  popisb    motttte  }-'4o   «aoiuid^( 
that  pablie    tbanks    bad    been  wetaWBA'tM^M 
fMndpal'  p<snra  «f  the  OiAoiic  rnditiatt  imUm 
eoiviltifyf  for    bit  manly  eacoitboa    to^tnlaMkia 
tifo  'pnMk   peaoe^   and  to  protect^  iimc'iigkb  nf 
tbe  established  clergy;  and  I  think,  if  there  be 


operate  ^ticcmisfiilly   agikwt    tbe   prewiat'-d 

fiMiA    til*  Mntavy,  >ftat .  I/mever  htas*  tif  ihe 

|p  IraM  on4  ttfie  UiMn  m  a  MMitiM  ito  vci^agte 
^,^1£  Aher*  .fKMttaii  €at|Min  .  imre. .  vt^  ayjiiffiaranfe 
relig[ion^  yet  tiiey  have  <me  ■  iggiiwi  -(Ehi'r-'  9^ 
aateoiwmpi*-  i£btiiDi«%  ^kh  ^nileaiiMi '  tbranfelftefiiy 
atid^duelgr  ilie  €kid  ii£  ^ite  .ProteiAMpti.tMifMy 

46  What  ibNi  doea  ilie  elaaaa  eMet?  sifeai  «faa 

ixgifltHite^umt/piitt  .dow3  Ae^  tettpla  .ipf vi«r 

God-^aad  if  it  be  reboilti   and  ae  fiAeii  te  H 

IftiMhinlt  fimtkie^ean^  he  afaatt  agaki  ^Itmte 

iiy  ABid;se  fmeead^ifta  mpetilian  d(  lii«  •ahraii&af 

tbday  md:tlimt«tal^41ie  crioHaaLtluioiiglrtft^  ajil^i 

^;Ui  rGfii{^a.  tB9n  idea  iadeeii.^Biil  tUi  wan 

cattail  ;f>lte  lai^palDite  was  to-adU-by  ait0tiaa4to 

■tar  oCithffilliriaiiy  tefiqr  iortheiaaaailage/.tlNi 

hadnbeM.itiMnNiladroB  bta^boitae*   JSg^frcire^tilit 

|ba  ahapel  liKm  beia^  eieotadi  I  eaataad  rtlia&vi«« 

nUstr^tpriaidWl  -tha  exeraiae  of  aralieiQEA»r...tbia)a 

fBira)  aaidrftat  UMmaiady  diatarlbimaaj  «ac;r«#w| 

^tkmMgmn^  and  ^aadaaimiir  /to  a«tab)iab  it^^«rt 

^  SMUmiokU^    As  ooiiniiaai|iii»^'iif  tiM' feaw) 


■Mgbt  &U  iatfi  «he  liwds.  <,«  «tofi|piqpmt^iMlA 
tbii  clAuse  jErst  ooeiudfii  ilm  ito  ipiMlpdiH  r  th^ 
firactictt  pf  religicm  fw  threa  JiP%Uf  ^iM^^WHArh 
hia  im  vile   abomjjwtiiiiisy    mud  aflisnrwdst.-  J10 
nmat  pre&cii  feaea   itpcKi  eattb  mud  i^ood    will 
towards  mevu      With  regard  to  tiie  cUaye    ce- 
vpwting    the   obstnu^tion    to    i|ie    <;olieiptifii    rf 
Tilibeay  I  do  notjknpw  bow  far  it  may,. be  pniper 
tfi.^  into  the  question  of.TJltbes;  I.  qonceive  it 
wopl^  not  be  proper    at  all^  if  not .  gl^^jf^Og. 
Bot  since  the    ciei^  have    with   mt$k  JifiiU^y 
shown  their  right  to  Tittes^  hj  o6|i}les^iotiqi|., AUd 
dvil  law^  and  that  a  resisti^nc&to  ,the  ci^fif/ykftQ 
of  tb&t  prcperty,  nndei  the  lawo^  .was  ifspiM^efy 
%d;S[c[Use  wonld  ftid  itself  in  a^slraf^tfrp^init 
meMt  fon  Us  awn  wte  of  agiOmem.     JjC^/lSitt^ 
were  legfil^  tha  Honse  Jbgr  fliat  Totv^cer^W^.^de: 
prived  the  clergy  of  a  great  part  fi|fth9p)u.  f   ,    ,. 

^*  I  wish  to  have  the  clergjr  ^f^fW^^mlkxi^M^ 
tWe  digjsity  of  the  country  roqvrM.iM  l^iltf  <» 
iiMiking  new  laws  for  the  porpopej  •  I  tl|isi|;  411st 
part  of  another  business.  Verpetol^  WW  umitlw 
principle  5»f  tke  BUl^  and  anothm  ttlvM^Qf.to 
it.  Would  any  suin  say  that  the  copreisii^  w|Mi 
might  be  necessary^  from  the  turbulence  of 
one  period,  would  be  requisite,  at  ott  /afurs 
times  !  Was  it  to  be  banded  down  an  ioherkanee 
to  posterity  ?   Would  they  toll  the  provinees  of 


4Jtltei9ti6lii8te^  %ii»  Gonriaugfft,  tliat  thty  ^bM 

^^artf  tbeff  trftiiqdfHtty  in  theisame  manner  they 

iUfbe  td¥buleiice  iA  the'South  ?  Was  it  to  descend 

frbm  Ibe  fatVefs  to  the  ^bildren^  as  a  kind  of  origi- 

niV  Bin,  and  tSealb/  and  felony^  to  be  spread  m 

erdry  quartet?  It  was  a  fixed  principle  Chat  ibe 

poniibinent  sbould  beav  a  portion  to  tlie  crime,  bat 

it'  was  not  attended 'to' in  tbe  Bill.    Wbnid  any 

iaaA  say,'  tbiJt  a  man  ought  to  be  punished  wltb 

death  for  writing,  or  influencing  persons,  I  will 

Bky,  bytbreatsd^  otherwise?  I  wish,  if  possible^ 

to  eonlihe  the  bperation  of  the  Bill  to  the  offen'dfn^ 

ebuntles,  and  contend,  that  if  the  Bill  is  to  pass'  in 

ils'present  state  (but*  that  I  believe  to  be  impossi- 

Ue)  r  win  venture  to  pronounce  that  it  would  be 

iltodifitely  ineffbcfttal ;  for  the  crime  would  be  over- 

dlbt,  and  the  feelings  of  humanity  would  revolt  at 

the  punishment :  It  would  indeed  be  tbe  triumph  of 

flitf ^eHidinal  andibi  stigma  of  the  laws.    I  desire 

tii  lfho#,  whether  It  is  meant  to  press  the  Bill, 

ifitb  idl  its  elausi^a?  whether  it  be  intended  to  sub- 

taSt'lVloiriterationT^-^lfthe  former,  Twifl  oppose 

i^iik  filter  first  instance  i  If  the  latter  should  be  aceed^' 

«d'fi>;'I'Wlll  Vote  ibr  the  committal.'^ 

^-  I •   • ' 


TO  Ttt»  "i     •■*»•     <^* 

MAfi-qpi^  OW  BUOKIN&Hilll. . 

Before    we    proceed    to    give    the    opeeek 
pronounced    by    Mr.   Gratlan^  against  t^'  Ad- 
dresd^  voted  by    the    Irish  Parliament,   to'  the 
Marquis   of  Buckingham^   on   the  6th  of  XaTy, 
i^!tSdf — ^we    shall    recall    the    memory    of    oar 
readers   to   that    period,    when    this    nmWan 
was  first   honoured    with    the    Ticeregenfcy    of 
Ireland.    The    Marquis  of    Bockingham'^th^b 
Lord  Temple)   was   first    appointed  to  Ihe    jgo- 
vemment  of    Ireland    in  the   year  i78S,'idiAfer 
the  administration  of    £arl   Shelburne.    He  Wad 
the    misfortune    to  succeed    to  the  hdmyi&ln* 
tion   of    the    Buke  of    Portland,     whieb'   ^te 
liberty    to  Iretand,   anti  obtained   the  fJKclmUi 
and  gratitude  of    a  free    and  generons '  ^pedjQb'. 
Notwithstanding  the   disadvantage   uhder'^'llVd 
Lord  Temple  laboured,  arising  from  'the''^\lKBc 
apprehensions,    that    a    system   ot    6d?efilifiMt' 
was  about  to  be  acted  upon,  calculated  t6'Akin- 
teract    the   bfenefits    which   were  sanguintly  an- 
ticipated^   from    the    manly,'  lyise,  add  Ift^l 
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eelved^  m  km  «fii«4i:.f^/P9bU6  expraisioDs  of 
joy  wi^  0Mi9&etion.     Tills  fla<;teriBg  mMifesta* 
tiOTi  ^  the  publie   VMi  «irM   to  be  attribute^ 
4^    ibe    eOiM^etiiilP    wtmh    Lord  Templfi    bad 
f««9i»d    wltb   ibc)S>idaii^4«r^<}f    liiOvd  Kugeiit; 
A  debleoiaii  whose  «atir#aisieA  services  and  2eal 
ftar   Ir^and;,^were.tliw  i*TJ.v4«d  by  tl^B  iMiJ^e 
fttteptioii  tif  hip  sonkvlinY.    The  JlaffiP.  apA  ^'{f 
tensive  dpmains  o^    liord  Nugeptj^    in .  .Xfel^k^dir; 
eoQstita^ed  ifi^  marri||{e  portion  of  hia  dai^gfi^^ 
\rhoae  character  is   enticbed   wUh.everjr  vif^« 
and    nc^ompliabment^    calculated   to  en^aic  folit 
to  the  |»eople-*-c^arit|tble^  kind  and  bepevolentc-rr 
^e    protecting    mother    of    the    pooi^— th«>  nn-; 
affected .  dissieipioator  of  liberal  and  ,  enligliteMd 
priikoiplef;     the    Marchioness    of    Buckingbaw 
lr§g|ient)y   concealed  from  the  public  ey,e,   the 
dej^pts  of  hpr  Husband's  politics ;  and  the  sensi- 
bilitj  off.the^  Irii^  heart  to  her  ments^  spiMtim^f 
o^Uteratf^  the  iniridioas  impressions  which  a  eold| 
in^^^rioQSj  and  dictajtorial  demeanour  had  made  en 
the  niind  of  the  nation. 

D^riasthe  v^ry  short  period  in  whieh  liord^ 
Tf^mplis  administered  the  affairs  of  Ireland  (from 
th^4^th  of  September^  ±79^^  to  the  ad  of  Junoi 
i7!^f).,kf»  .clmt  atteatiw  appears  to  hsjv^  beea  • 
%^cted  ^o  the    astaUisfament .  of  m  flyatem  of 
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in  wfaieb  the  -groBieit  dbosM^van  ^fgtiiwi  wiHi 
impunity.-— In  retara  fiir  the  spitlt  vU^imJfk^ 
ftis  k»rArklp  pMteented  Hm  ipiost  qMmswqji  re- 
Icimiittiton^  4ie  exp«nmi«i  att  tkat.iiltit  iii«llei«»s 
detraction  wbith  dtoteeted  deMnfseaiegr  slwigrf  cv- 
ctt1ate»  «giiQgt'  tlM:  aettw  of  the  dSsMTevaF**-^ 
Iiord^FlBaipto  WM  neeeiMfilj  epfpoaitA.  Igv  a  K^t 
df    subofdiMle    d^pendi^nts    upop,..  tin)  ,  Ciiftle, 
who  wi^e  now   anuting  .mider  th^«  eflKfcB^V..^ 
^that    inqoity  wMeh  he  h$A    iadoatisioii^jf  ,  jn- 
iilAtfitM    into    thek    wellftomne^^ .  ayftfenn,    of 
abuses.-r^lt  is  but  juaikiee  to  bejir  ii^9t>tim!f;   to 
the    iivdtifktigable    assidaiiy   m4  udi|^t^,.w|Lth 
which    hta    Lordship    investigated   the  f^pf;^^^ 
«nd  details  of  offiee  ;~rond  it  is.  ti^  B^^^mVK  ^^^ 
bf  the  Historian^  to  reeord  the  flVfjnpi^  YH^h 
were  rendered  to    Iceland^  by    Lord  T^^p^f^'s 
pnbUe   and  exemplary  discouragement  ^.vf.^tbqfie 
GOiTBpC  and  infamous  praetie^Sj^  Vfhfg^^^fif^^th/ad 
period f  disgraced  almost  ereigr  4q^rtmf9fi^  ifW^er 
the  Government.  .     .    .  »i    . 

•     That  the  people  of  Ireland,  a4d  jBictjfHiku^y 
ther  citizeBs  of  Dublin,   du^  and  foli^  *ppnf i- 
ated  the  extent  of  the  service  Y(}u/fh ,  Lord  Tey||le 
had    endeavoured    to    rend^    them^p-^^fU  .Ips 
'■  Lbrdship^s  administration  was  calcuJi|l)^  yf^  a 
•  great  degree^  in  promote  the  ii|t|»«9t9..  and  kv^^ 


mi 

.MM  ofvjOie  eonniailii]^  is  bMl  4Miiiii«tMted  Igr 
4ifc«  ii«|i^aig«l  amywl  «luGh  AUoweA  bin  on  his 
^^A^Utbtm  frdm  ieelaad.  . 

"Che  eddtes^  presMted  by  Qie.G^rpacii^lDa  af 
OiUEto^  «buih  «t  4iM  pwiodf  eofttidni^d  wiOiaa 
ite  bbdy  «aM  of  Hib  most  Miiltfus  Mppwjb^  of 
IriBb  Indepettd^nce;  »  peeuMttdy  iravMiiLable»  for 
4Sie  eidbiMiftstie  expnmions  of  attofsbveiit  and 
rekpect  for  bte  Lordttaip,  and  of  wie^n  sorrow^ 
ihat  any  change  sbould  tfaoA  take  plaieat  ui  tbe 
ebuDcils  of  his  Ikjesty,  whieh  would,  io  its 
testtlts,  deprive  Ibem  of  a  Ghief  Goi^racB*, 
xvho  maniflssted  sudi  regard  for  the  fteedon.aod 
prdsperity  of  beland.-^Tbey  ttna  «M94m  his 
Xord^hip : 

<^Tour  Bxedleney^s  early  attention  to  the  re* 
moval  of  all  doubts^  relative  to  the  iadepeiE^aey 
of  tbe  le^slatioft,  tind  jnrisdietion  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland, — tbe  general  and 
eeconomieal  reform  introdaeed  into  several  de- 
partmebts  of  ihe  State,  and. tbe  many  great  and 
apparent  advantages  we  enjoy,  and  are. likely  to 
experienee,  from  yonr  Excellency's  wi^e^,  firm, 
*and  virtuous  administration,  must  at  all.  times 
'tec!t6  and  demand  tbe  higbest  expressions  of 
gratitude ;  and  make  as  earmstty  soUeitoos  fqr 
the  ebntinuauee  of  your  -governmeAt  over  a 
ptople  aibetlonate   to   yonr  pecsojs,    and   truly 
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tad  8iiii»reil  .wtthes  ii»  the  tttaMtitsifeBak   IukI 
eommereinl    freedom    of,   Irdead.-'^IEiie .-  idHnre 
addiregf  hms  dete  tte  9th  lUMh^  1988^1*   amA 
Lord  Te«pli  gtve  o^  ttie  Ooverosmi  ef  irilaiid 
on  the  ad  of  Jane  Ml«Wmg^^<te  tiie  i4lh  of 
OetolMsr,  ITSiy  the  IMe    wieh    NepeeteA    Mm. 
Gudoer  noved  a  v^  ofthMke  ta  Lord  Tei»|^  $ 
and  the  terms  with  whieb  hd    lAtMne*^  .thlft 
viotioD^  will  give  the  leader  a  tei^  hst  ooivect 
view  of  the  pobUc  feeling'  fol^  the  A^ttwatrntUm 
of  thie  Noblemaa* 

Mr.  Gardner    said   that  Lord    Tem|46   k#4 
received  addrepees  of  ihvaku  fpom- 9pi^  QQ^mtjf 
in  tiut  King^my  for  his  eendoct  aa  chief  Gi^ver- 
nor;~-each  ^  hia  pabUe  meaeurea.cwried  with 
it  iei«Zrai  flfnd  inUgpitg  ;--^aad  is  his  fm/paki*  irib«* 
TOJCt^T^  he  had  eoncnmd  in  every  tWeg^.tendiiig;  te 
the  interest  ef  belud^  and  had  kid  downraneh 
plans  as   woold  have  heeai   a   natielial  tonsil 
had  he  eontinoed    in    the  Gnvemmeati  ot  4ha4 
nation.    Nothing  hat  the  sanetiiMti  of  the  Boaea 
wan  nectasary  U  render  the  thanks  ef  the  pMida 
of    that    Coantsy     tfniversal.-^3ftMe    jperospe 
wlify  of.no   gl^at.  pwliamentaty   eetfHldeiatien^ 
were  fennd.to  ^pose  the  vote  of  thauhe^  then 
moved  by  Mr.  Gardner. 
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B^tr«i  jfwffi'b^  «lii|tMd^  irtMir  Lord  ^enpte 

foow'  MMHfaiB '  of    Bttckii^ftiti)  i^i^  «  fl^ccmd 

tittm  eriiited  Lord  liaoteiiaiit  of  Irekod.-^Sne- 

eeeiliiii;   «ttie    Admimtnrtlofi    of    the    Duke  of 

ftttMhiid,    xvhieb  wis  4>ppofte4  by  iA\  the  Mletiis 

ami   tbo  lAtoiotlMi^  of  tbo  eounify,  tte  Maniiih 

of     Baekiagbtfin    disparioi    fo^  MtA^  from    tbo 

systeuf  potratd  by  a  -NMomttn,'  Aot  nore  dtiu 

tiiigtiiflhod  by  1^  gMM^roMty  and  ^%%ty  "^  bb 

Wfcltif d>  tbati  by  the  ^lapreeedeiited  sorfcNf^  display* 

ed  by  triibmen,  of  all  deseriptioAd,  after  bis  de- 

oease;-*^PoBse88ed  of  all  that  candour  and  ingetm- 

oosness  and  hospitable' feeling,  which  eharaeterize 

Ireland-^iB  person,  as  well  as  diiposition^   emi- 

neiltly  eatenlated  i^  win  the    hearts  -and    affec- 

iians  of   the  peoplle,  4bey    followed  bis  beafse 

wilh  tears,  fhoogh  hi«  administration  was  marked 

wUb    tile  most  hMtile  a^ressiona  on    the  con- 

stiMtlon    and    ttberty    of    Irelandi--Tb^    cele- 

bvatind    eomtneteial  ptoposittons,    which  autAiUy 

sil^pedlhcl  Giftistttiition  of  I^Sfty  i^^ere  more  tbaii 

oaco   or  twice  attempted  to  be  introdnced,    in 

yafriMs  shapeay  and  under   various  dtt^ises.^^-^ 

1^  iftesf  wiuB  sbaekled,  and  peniioiie  afid  phveea 

wln^e  mttM^ilied  to*  a  degree  wbkb  eifidteA  the 

iMta    and    apprebettsions   of    every    Yriettd'    to 

Ivektid.«*^'14io    Union^    daring  Nthvi   achninistra.^ 

tiftt^wwMft^iM^etitly  threatened;   and: the  aystooi 
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of  ^vidiiig,  and  distrteting  aiift'«MTbp(ill|§>'i|he 
people;  in  order  the  nore  eMctQany^Andiiie'ttAik 
easily  to  promote  the  Tiewsof  the  EngNsh  C^fahlM, 
inras  acted  upon  liy  the  Miniaten  of  the-'Dokfi  of 
Rutland,  with  an'  nnvaried  and  an  ftnsfcfakett'^so* 
lution. — ^The  Marquia  of  Bnckingham  not-  ^Mljr 
adhered  to  the  plan  and  aystem  of  hia  predbooabor^ 
but  proceeded  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  Adminiafra- 
tioo,  by  every  means  of  which  he  was  poflf^^lrae^,  liiid 
sncceeded  in  making  converts  of  some  pdptiXaf^tnti^'' 
bersy  who  had  hitherto  distinguished  tht^ihseltefc, 
by  their  opposition  to  Government,  and  fliek  fetip- 
port  of  their  country. 

The  Administration  of  the  Minrqaia*  of 
Buckingham,  from  the  year  1788^  is  reaHiA- 
ahle  for  an  ostentatious  display  of  a^'spi^^'iif 
OBconomy,  which  being  made  use  of  Vf  hia 
parliamentary  friends,  as  the  grounds  of  ezeeaiMe 
panegyric,  was  calculated  to  conceal'  fltini  tAe 
public  eye  the  artful  efforts  which  BBhitfriilra 
were  making  to  overthrow  the  indepenienM^%f 
the  Irish  Parliament,  by  a  moltip/lieafi^Q''%f 
placemen  and  pensioners^  and  a  widely  diflbiMsd 
circulation  of  corruption  throngh  all  ranks  bf '\io- 
clely. — ^It  is  true,  the  inhabitants  of  the  GilKle 
kitchen  were  sometimes  curtailed  in  their'^Hlfc. 
customed  allowance; — ^the  pension  of  the  ppoor 
revenue    officer    sometimes    reduced; — ^and    the 


•otdi^rs^  eowfovts  sosietinies  diminiflhed  }-^if bilst 
Soardv  of  Mxmt  a«d  Oaatome  v«w  uaUipUedy 
and  the,  dependants .  of  the  Castle  wen  fymA 
amo^g  the  old  jiotnato  of  Ireland, 

Xhe  Marquis  cl  Baekingham  will  be  seen  in^ 
sUtuting  rj^d  cBconomy  throughout  the  culinary 
department  of  hie  hans^hold — while  he  is  control- 
ling the  proceedings^  and  wounding  the  pride  of 
d^  Ixifh  Parliament,  by  refasiipig  to  transmit  their 
Acldress  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  one  of  the 
most  iinpprtant  .periods  since  Ireland  obtained  a 
free  eonstituUiHi. — ^Futtiiig  his  construction  of  the 
oath  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant  against  the  honest  and 
independent  exercise  of  the  rights  of  t)^e  Leg^sla. 
tore,  and  the  aoknowledged  dictates  of  the  laws 
,pf  the  land. 

The  Marquis   of  Bockingham  complained  of 
thi^  profusion  of  former  Administrations,   though 
ke  will  be  seen  not  only  thwarting^  the  efforts  of 
.  ^  pMriotf  a^d  pppesing  the  Pension  Bill — ^but 
(.actnaUy  granting    pensions    and    reversions,  to 
an  imm^iise    amount,  to    the    members  iof    his 
<iVin.fP'^ilU>i — ^rpsistipg  every  measure  of  redress 
lUid  of  reform,  and  nviintaining,  with  an  invari. 
•  able,  po^cy,  th^t    pernicious    systep  of  ascen- 
dancy and  monopoly  which    has  terminated  in 
tli^  corruption  of    Ivish    talent — ^the    ex|inction 
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of  Irish  gettiud^  Md    tite    d€l)Aaeti«ibt  i^Vinsb 
feeling. 

A  new  tcene  opened,  in  the  admUustrmiian:  of 
tbe  Marquis  of  Buckiiigbainy  when  the  liberty 
Mrhich  Ireland  acqaired  in  178S,  had  aa  bp^r- 
lunity  of  demonstrating  to  the  eibpire  the  gene, 
rosity  of  Ireland,  and  proving  that  an  unlimit- 
ed cfxwcise  of  that  independence,  which  was  %h 
¥^^JB  viewed  with  jealousy  and  Ulatm  by  her 
enemies,  was  not  incompatible  with  a  sinceft'/  iif 
firm  aitadhment  to  lEng^ish  connection^ 

Though  the  calamity  which  then  called  foitii 
$6  celebrated  an  exertion  of  Irish  independence  $ 
— thoogh  the  affliction  with  which  their  Bove- 
jreign  was  visited  in  1789,  preaeed  heavily  xm 
the  hearts  of  his  Irish  subjects^  yet.  it  vi]l  h9 
tMlmitted,  that  in  that  awful  and  nmaeiiUAis 
erisis,  the  Irish  Parliament  adopted  a  line  of 
1lM»nduct  worthy  of  the  spirit  wbidr  ^MiMatod'  Ike 
Volunteers  of  Ireland,  in  their  proudest  and 
most  glorious  moments. — Their  prDeeedioe9  were 
marked  with  loyalty  to  their  King,  and  ardent 
affection  to .  their  country. 

In.  every  stage  of  this  interesting  dieciMpiiBDy 
tbe  Marquis  of  Buckingham  left  no  means,  on- 
tned,  nor  no  opportunity  unseiMd,  to  tbwjod^  and 
bafKe  tbe  honorable  efforts  of  Mr.  Orattail,  Mr. 
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characters  who  then  gave  dignity  and  celebrity  to 

*^^<«W*ry'^fB^^  ^iH  noj  be 

nt^jffl^i  at  the  c4iai)ig!9  of  .tke'^nblic  mind  frovi 

47^(K  ^5^®^  ^^  *^'  *!*^  PW??^^W»  w^^ijch  WAS 

gjiiren  to  the  Tote  of  Thaftks  Moved  to.  the  Msuqiiis 
af .  Bttckipghafii  on  the  Otb  of  February^  it^  the 
lajkttr.jje^.  *     ..   '  v  .'  \[l 

Oa  this,  day  I^otd  Kilwarlin  reported^  from  the 
CJ^ommitte^.  appcMnfed  to  draw  np  an  Address  o| 
TbaBks  to  hjb  £|Ccelleuey  the  Loird  Lieiit^jB^ty 
for,  hm.  Speej&h  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament^ 
^hrtdtticar'.  Iwl  dj|§w|i  up  the  followiiii^f  whicjl^  ^g 
read  in  \\\9  (iaeei  and  afterwavds  delivered  in  at 

t)ip tabi0|,,,i  ,..,,.,^    .  .^^    ^ ,;  .  .,^ 

General  Oovernor  of  Ireland  : 

Vk^  ImsUa Am^m^dn  of  tjbe  KMiieBTs,.  Cirmir*,  w$k  I^kt 

OESS2&S  in  Parliament  Hssemhled. 

#    ■  ♦  »       . 

.  '•  Vf^y  hit  Mije^y's  mitft  dutiful  and  loyal  &ui^0U»  ibis 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  aitsembled,  bos;  loave  to 
return  yonr  Exeelleney  onr  most  Kumble  thanks- Avr  yoar  exeet- 
kal  iptetli  from  UiMhronf," 

^*  We  eannot  adequately  express  tliepoi^ancy  of  oiii:  sorrow, 
In'l^ing  informea  by  your  Eieellency,  that  his  Majesty  has 
iMi  ftrsMt  tiaio  sttttodMriCk  a  a'e««to  malttdfy  in  .^laae- 
^ypee  pf  i^hieh  yoar  Eaceljeney  has  not  reeetved  his  royal 
^commands  upon  the  measures  to  be  recommended  to  his  Par- 
liament 
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^yfTt  rttem  yott^Kiedhiiey  9ttr'siii€ere'tlitika«(ito«vteveT 
we  mast  lament  the  neeessHy  of  such  a  cireanuitaiiee)  for  order^ 
iDg  lli#  €!jipimii|iiea(ti«l  of  sae^^doeiimehll  Hi  ff^  HiM  r^Efatvcd 
respeeting  his  Majesty's  health,  as  well  aa  for  jo^r  4M^F^1»b 
pf  layiiig  before  as  such  farther  informatioa  iui'may  aisaist'oor 
deliberations  on  that  melaneholy  subjeet. 

*'  Nor  ean  we  withhold  oar  trihate  of  aetoosrlo^i^tteat  to 
yoar  Bxeelleney,  lor  porating  oar  attention  to  the  support  of 
0Ur  public  credit,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  cinl  and  nUlitary 
eM«blidMientSy  as  wdlaA  for  four  filieitade  ko  ^repkr^m  for 
t^s^.  sol^U,  hpord^^«flke^i4ilio  ^9«|9piKa  ^%^^M  liftea 
us.  On  these  great  objects  of  general  imparlance  we  sIulII  en- 
dekvoar  to  act  with  a  becoming  care  of  the  iuttiiraal  imresfSt 
ittidtM^lmtorofhisJIfiii^sty'aerQWii*  .1.^    U 

<<  We  are  duly  impressed  with  a  lively  andt|Ta^j^.aewe  of 
the  earnest  wishes  that  your  ^^cellency  is  pteased  to  express 
far  die  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Ivalaiidv  whiitfhytflfhiM^ftoc4 
aluf^ysr  fnxjims  to  promote  $  ,^nd  we  flfUer  Mo^piyesj^^  hjp 
Majesty's  most  faithful  Commons  vriH  be  f^an^.  to  merit,  the 
favotirable  opinion  which  your  Excellency  enteraiins  6f  ^E^,' 

b]^mfvni|p«tin0^inriarthe  preipai^ilf  Asl^fW^  tte 

nmst  genoin^  and  cordial  loyalty  and  atta^limeot  ^^^^^afT 
^  Monarch,  and  the  most  zealous  regard  for^the'auiba  aa4 
p^nanon  interests  of  both  his  kiugionu/^    •'  «"'     •'*"*« 

1      '  '  \*    -Ml.     ».    ,i|    ii,- 

'■  '  ■'     •'.:   '^ifl     <-:»<"m)'». 
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*    Mr.  ORATTAN  spokb  against  tbe  Afldresi^' 
lo  the^oltbwing  effect :— 

^<i  J  vi9h  thai  the  Lord  Lteuteiiaiit  hikd  not 
lieeii  idtrcsdaeed  Ittftf  iHAti  Add)re68.  The  expetidtei 
of  the  Marquis  <>f  Buckingham  were  aocom^ 
panied  with  the  most  mctraordhiaty  professihns  kst 
mboAomy  autl'  tensures  on  the  conduct  of  "the. 
AdminiAtratioai  thftt  immediately  preceded  him  $. 
h&  Hi^  exclaimed'  against  the  j^nsUhs  of  ^fVi 
Duke '.of  Butland^  a  man  accessible  undoabtedly 
t0Kiflpp4ieaiitai(^  InM  the  most  dMMMr<!sted"«atf 
cm'  ejirfH^  and  ciqe  whose  noble  natnre  demandeil' 
samei  but  received  no  indulgenee-  from  tfad 
rigid  principles  or  professions  of  the  Marquis 
of  Baekingbam.  He  exclaimed  against  his  pen- 
sions^ and  he  confirmed  them !  he  resisted 
motions .  made  to  disallow  some  of  them^  and 
h^  finally  agreed  to  a  pension  for  Mr.  Orde^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland^s  admi- 
nistration^  whose  extravagance  was  at  once  the 
olgeet  of  his  invective,  and  of  his  bounty;  be 
resisted  this  pension,  if  report  says  true,  and* 
having  shewn  that  it  was  against  his  conscience^ 
he  submitted.    Mr.  Orde  can  never  fwgive  the 


forgir%  the  pentd^ii  ^  pmik  1a»<i  WMi^  ttet^Ma—tiii 

d<At)aiied,  h^'  htd*  an  (ippwtimily  to  nstnui^'  A 
BUS' littitiiig  ifie-  auKMMit  of  Pealfpw/tiiiM'ffTO- 
ydMi.  Iry^  tir  bomMnvUe-  hhaJr'  ^*  mmi  '^  smI 
WW.  «e»isted  by  the  Mnqukr  of  >Biwkkig|bnii 
4hs    Sacretety   wm:  the  yiEMii  te  .opfpw^   fhul 
SHl^  iiml'to  glYo  a  eignalto  the  4errante-ef<lhe 
Gfow1»  to  iTOfiist  it.    fie  aMtgaid-  hisMaMkiy'  vis. 
hefcatdi^  he  IhMght  hSisi  B&oeirettey'lttaflr  dMKHid 
Co  the  sfitme  cdnfideiieefwfaieh  had  heea  tepMed 
Id  otht^r  Yieeitoys^  that  fe^  itae  eoiMeiictf'Nrliklh 
*(h6 ''  Mlk^ufs  ef    Baekft^hflfm    patlfetiea%  '*#H 
^lare^  had   beeii  grossly    eimsed.-^^nie  ^pMNto 
was  amdlbeir  theme  of  hia  BxMlleni^s  ^itfdi^. 
tion ;  be  exchumeld,  or  has  been  saM  tn  ftA^tT'ta- 
elaimed>  againsir  the    Expense'  ef  Hkhi  tMUM^i^ 
ment.    A' committee   was  appoiifted  to'^tttfae 
intb  its   adiity;   and   after  a  \6ng    M&    Mrfliate 
investigation^     discovered    that    the    tariiQlenee 
and  corrupi^n  of  the   poliee^nen,  libera'  at  Itast 
eqaal  tb  the  extravagance  of  the  estabHehnMl. 
:WiUi  this    (wo^-fold    knowledge  of  its  pMd^< 
ihy  and  its  lieentkrasness^  ha  defended  the  pa- 
Hce  estabtiehmeftt^    and    resisted  a  Jtteatfnra  to 


luyuMwrfclUpAttt  '^hkh  Iw^ium  «QpfM«Md  to  Jbaw 
madpmiMuUBlimt  in  iA¥Mt](reMidiii|yeitigiitiw».« 
'^.Ske  Vl&tk  estftMMimMit  was  w^foseA  alM 
t#4uivtt'  .MdKed!hi»  iiriignlMi.  •  A  liMiOQ  wai 
i6ade^' to*^idlow  fOSM^^  -Uiclie'^ekilrgM^  and 
reirtsfad'.'  by*  att.  <tIiD  «breag^  of  ^liis  gMartundiil. 
'Mm:  wan  att  tll68&  aailfeetstetiaflmr  nHh  «  iftmiiAa 
exftnttnadoD^Y  a  ^poar  ani  'paadaoafe  '  aitdaiaaiioa^ 
$mA  w  aip^eralSe  'ae^aieaeeiica*  Sone  ef  theat 
eri:f4Maa  araai  kilve.  stof^d,  baeaasa  VkBf  vretfe 
foT'  faaaalafe-  '^tA  ia^iravaBdraty  and  ware  adt 
Mtmarl  aayanaa^  kfti  the  priaciple  renytiaia  9  tibe 
ftoimtiar  is  opep  to  4ba  rapetitifm  of  tha  cbwge^ 
«lAr  4ha  MMq|tti#^  baa  ODlgr  to  take  eroclit  for  tbe 
a«|kai^ffio£  alMD^^^  Vfhigk  amt  £or  a  tim&  bi^ye 
«^ipi^d.0f<>tbeaMalvofl5  but  wbich^  by  bis  influence 
and  sMsipt^aoQ  in  ParUameut  to  motioiis^  dia- 
^iMriqs  ttiWii  mi^j  bo  renewed ;  but  he  not.  oa^ 
^ftfilmaad  ih».  evil  he  founds  he  introduced  a 
4Hiiiibero.on  the  expenses  of  Ms  predecessor  he 
Introducad  jobs  of  his  own.  Ue  increased  salarlea 
ia  the  departments^  which  lie  proposed^  av^d  waa 
«aid  id  reform.  He  made^  .by  that  tnerease^  cer- 
tsiA'  places  parliamentary  objeetay  which  before 
hadriopt  eam^  into*  the  spllere  of  what  is  QallDd 
piflintaentary  camiption^  and  greatly  awreaaeA 
tfuxnnfls»€ttce  of  Ihe  Groivn  at  tha  time  he  afi^etod 


f^y^v  of  Ye(7i^<ir%  PW^.  J  .wiMlft  flhgF^iflninaui 

4(if^ii£jife,ji  M.tlio  iDpre(i3e  is  perp^uid  | iiod 
tbp  iacreai^e  of  wHi^c  ^ill  i^ver  wMt  «^^pMte|M» 
if.  Uii^.  t^rg^m^i)^  18  ftdmittod.    Ypo  mi^  Mniy 
bfl^YQ  iivni^j^tlm  oC  IBcomp^    ivhicliitidt^Ahat 
least  a^  much   mifebief  as  .gBo4f«  QtiMbi:  pMida^ 
tlpn^  ^i|4  promotes  .UJ)duA  i^tyiiseM!  He*did  «it 
c^fti)P>.l)^l98fjif  ^    (he  ineireMe  <^  ^t^trissv  li« 
projeRfe^,  .if  jfaqiB  pays  ,ti;iiet.  &  BiiiiIiw«{ntMW. 
ofj^ces   to.  1^^  created  for.  the  a^^Duno^^jii  nC 
frieH<ls^,a|t  ^^lie.pijbUc  esijffiwh  hy:iipi»^ll^mtA. 
splitting    offices^    or   boards^   under   ttait  fVUMft^ 
species  {pf  .  profusijOQ^   tjie   maak .  jQ)(,i  camMiqiy^; 
la;|^jiog  tbe  foundation  of  new  saUy^jEy^j.jl^ymftm^,^ 
and  increasiug  undne  iuibifnif&,foi;,^npn)«ffi4<i* 
But  there  is  ope  of  bis  projects  Jja  lM»>njtJl%tHy> 
caxried  into  ^Xjecution — the  revival,  of  Ituf.^l^itie/ 
officcjk  tjbe  second  couniiel  to  tbe..q9in9i|i8ioi^efa4. . 
tb^t  office  is.  t)ie  renmyaut  of  a  wretGbed..J9b>it» 
tempted  eigl^teen  years  a^p^  and  put  fl^^rpg^.  fte». 
cause  impractii^able  .and  improperi    ^Tbn.  4iji[ifW|tt 
of  jtbij^hoarAs^ojr  <;pjufilm.apfl  cj^cj^f  j^extqi^idlng 
the  yndue  Jn|li,i,6nce  of  the  Grcovji;  thif^  mffis^r^ 


XBmMm^^lMit^sttfifeiied'  f(i^  ii'^iime ;  Mil  v^ikeh  the 
tlifni.e0hlas(0l,  Sift  Mauiisilj  died^  liki  plkce  Mim* 
waist  dfseontinjbed/  t£^<liii8  remaiiied  ots^tM  tsi 
UiAiAtdeBt  -an^^^biBolete  tinoceafiied  dfflee,  ttntil 
a  'has  tiov:  bem*  t«t4ved  by  the  MkirquM  of 
BiuldiishMi  $110  doubt  jit  v^iU  be  aaid^  ^for  tlt^' 
povpoie  jof  dftTJug.  The'  oiBieer  if  to  be  a  grea;^ 
Mvmg  to  the  pttlAic :'  keife  to  l^e  fed  like  IhelKrst 
eouuMi  in  the  i*ev6iiite.'  Yoti  a^e  to  bitre  i\vo 
eounMl,  instead  of  one^  to  gire  opiniom  tadf^io 
reeeiveiftea  in  all  revenue  proe^edinga;  4mt  Hiisr 
is  to-be  B  great  saTiiig.  He  is  Mt  at ' prdaeiitr  to '- 
he  eonanltod  i»  the  framing  of  tbie  money  bilk :  * 
but  «Us  ia  A  lirivato  transaction  y  anH  ttiis  'H  k 
aarvlftg^Mi^bbse'duratibn  I  fear  you  ean  Ihfut  little 
depend. 

* '^  I' liave  stated  particniar  instances  of  the  ex.^ 
penrire  ^enm^  of  the  Marquis  of  Bnokiiigliam  \h  ' 
tbe  )taanagement  of  the  public  money^   and  in  the  ^ 
cotlfie^  one  year — the  year  in  which  even  prO-  " 
digal  iHnrd'Xieotetaants  impose  on  themselves  k 
reserre;    Bnt  the^e  particular  instances  are  prin- " 
cipks^  bad    principles:    the  att^tnpt  to  increase 
tbe  number  of  dffleies^  19  an  attempt  to  increi.a^b' 
comption-^the  man  gdlty    of   that    attempt  is 
not  pure.'   Tbe  revival  of  an  absolete  useless  office 
for  a  friendy  is  a  bad  principle ;  and  if  aecotn- 


(Allied  vHh.  extnoNUnwar  prafttaim;  Af  pMie 
paraimooy^  is  a  detestable  priimple— l^j^^eerlsy 
added  to  extravagance  !  My  griat  objection  ft 
'tbe  Marquis  of  Buckingham  is  not  meyeljr  thai 
be  has  been  a  jobber^  but  a  jobber  in.  a  mask  :— 
my  objection  is  not  merely  that  bk  adninis. 
iration  has  been  etpensive^  but  that  his  expeoaes 
ace  accompanied  with:  hypocrisy— ^it  is  the  affiec- 
tation  of  cnconomy^  attended  with  a  great  deal 
of  §apd^  comfortable,  substantial  jobbing  iat 
.  himself  and  4iis :  friends* 

^^  This  leads  to  another  meafure  of  the  Mar* 
quis  of  Bockingham,  wbidi  is  thf)  least  ce* 
remonious,  and  the  most  sordid  Und  siaadaloas 
act  of  s^lf  interest,  attended  with  the .  sa^- 
fice  of  all  public  decorum;,!  meaii  the  .^isfosal 
of  the  reversion  of  the  place'  of  the^fChi^ 
Remembrancer  to  his  broth/or— onp  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  very  best  oflce  in  the  kingdom^ 
given  in  reversion  to  an  absentee,  'wUh  t 
great  patronage,  and  a  comp^nsafipn  .  ap- 
nexed.  This  most  sordid  and  .shameless  act 
was  committed  exactly  about  the  time  when 
this  kingdom  was  charged  with  great  pensions 
for  the  bringing  home,  as  it  was  termed,  absentee 
employments.  This  bringing  home  absentee 
eibployments   was  ^  monstrous  job ;  the   king. 


.  /* 


#^.  .y^d  ^tbe  Yilie  of    tiie    empli^meiity  and 

perhaM  pore;    she^paid  the  valqe  of  the  iax 

afaro.  ^The  pensioiier  so  paid  was  then  ^offereid 

to   mil  both  to  IV  Msideoty  who  was  free  froia 

tbe  tax;    he  wa0  then   permitted    to  saWitufe 

new  and  young  Uvea  in  the  place  of    his  own^ 

and     then  peroiiUied    to    make  a  new    account' 

Against  the  eonntry^    aad^  to  Kceive  a  fairther 

eomi^ensation,    ^vhich    he    ^as    suffered  in  |he 

9am6  manner  to  dispose  of,    Jn  exquse  for  tbjs 

aoi^  of    traffic  we  were  told,  that  we^ajr?   not 

buying    places^  but   principles^  the  principle  oC 

confining  tl^e  great  employments  of  this  country 

to  residents;    a   principle  invaluable^    we   were 

told^  to  her  pride  and  her  interest.    'While  we 

were    tb^s  .  buying  back  principles^    and  while 

the/ Marquis  of    Buchjngham  was  professing^  a 

disinterested  regard  for  the  prosperity  of  Irela^d^ 

in    opposition    to  the    principles  and   the  pro* 

fessions^    he  disposes  of    the    best  reversion  in 

Irelan4  to  |iis  own  family;    the  ofi}y  family  in 

the     world   that  cannot^    with  decency,   receive 

it;  as  he  is  the  only  man  in  the  world  that.cannpt 

with  .  decency    dispose  of    it    to    them.  ,  Aft^er 

this^  do  not  cfill  Lord  Buckingham  disinterested  ; 

calV  hin^  any  thing  else;    give  him  an^^ppeU 

lation    yon  please  of    ability    or  activilyi    liut 

do    not  call    him   a   public  reformer;    do    not 
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lidieiile    Un^    by    calliBg^  Inili  %  .4i8iaterMtod 


itMicy^    and  innre  dveli,  0Bi'th»>  rafid  twn- 4tf 
ifce*  public  mifi^,  ia  de^piiiag  w»w  vflaii  ih  yeM* 
«£0  it-  Beemad  to  -■  idolisa^   hinjk,  let.  tbcMt?  gpntle* 
wen  reflaet  a  Utile*     Whev  a  vim  in  a  b^h 
d&twatien •  pwfesiee  jto  bQ  a- refcimef-^H^ben  be 
exelalms   against  tbe   profnrioB  and  memostj  of 
bie  predecessor; — ^wben   be    teacbes  tbe  pee^le 
^  deeeive   tbemselves  {-enfeoffs  bimself  to  ,p9- 
pplarfty-^sbakes  bands  witb.  tbe  populace^— wban 
inch  a  ynvi  agrees  to  no  pne  constitutional  or 
CBconomic    bill-^^n    the     contrary^    f^9^j#  :in^ 
tions    for    disallowing    extraraganee — and    bills 
tending   to   seeure    tbe    country    against   future 
extravagance,    and  sets  up  bis  own  temporary 
vegnlations,    bis    own    contingent    savings^-and 
casual    fractions  of    ceconomy,    in  tbe  place  of 
laws-^sucb    a    man    must    speedily  forfeit    tbe 
opinioii  of  ibe  public;  but  wbe^^.tbu.aanie  .pan 
fball,    to  tbe  grime  of   omission^    44ii  ithat  of 
ccnpmi^sioiij  sball  iocrease.^^  expenjsr^s  qf .  wjki^ 
be  complained  on  tbe  principle  wbicbJie  aff^M 
to  reprobate ;  multiply  undue  influence,  and  ere- 
mite or  revive  oi&ces  merely   for  private  mi^fl- 
fcation;    and^nally,  shall   attach  the  best  offlce 
of  t[ie  kingdom  to  bis  family,  while  he  affects  te 


aiklJMfh  llK»  hk^id  the  H>tte  tD  hirpersM  r  lift 
say  such  a  man  eaimot  be  sarpriziBd  at  tte 
l&U  of  pgyiiartty  f  an  eitnV  *«  Minriil  eeiise^ 
4ftea665  "not  '  of  pttMie  ineooitati^j^  buV  Ml 
omtL  iktewliliteiicfy;  e(  his  grtet  prUfeAiom  Mxt- 
Mk  oon<ingeQt  gatings^'Miyerlialadced  by^  Mi 
jbl»biiig<-^a  teaming  and  minate  btdastry,  ending 
in  one  great  prine^le  of  oe(56nomy,  and,  tantitl^d 
bjr  attemiits '  to  increase  the  influence  erf  isora 
tnftiou^  Md  by  a  sordid  an^  indeeotoha  f enrnf 
of*  pHvate  interest.  For  tbese  reasons^  amon^ 
otheif  poblie  ones,  Wbich  I  cJould  give,  1  eW 
ier  my  protestation  against  the  Mttqnis'  nf 
Baekingham/^  -^ 


^  Afbev'  two  ^or  three  Members  ha:d  deIiter«A 
Iheir'seiiflArentsy*  Bfr«  firattan^  again  rose,  aii^ 
(iro^osed'  the  fallowing  Amendment'  to  tite 
Address  :-^  j 

■  '        '  ■     • 

'^  The  many  and  numerous  ileamngi  thiB 
country,  has  received^  during  His  Majesty^s 
reign,  under  the  pressure  of  present  caldmityl 


foft    JKl^piMM*"  '-'  .<•.!. Mil-, 


••  ..■  '.  •.    •"•  .1}// 


^     BEGENCY,  iSBSf. 


sTha  delmta  ivhkli  tookpUmin  ttua  ye*)  0iiF«hr 
qiifMrtioiiQf  B^gemey^  is^  peilu^s^ijiievctfflie  SMrt 
iptnMtins  Mdinportaiil  ii  (he  annate  of  Ihaltish 
Fwltwneiit. 

r,^.  p#tiqiM)  pfMnadfiigs  aiviar  an  atauij  iHaA 
1^  .iimfH^voanUy  iw^kad  and  diattagaiBhod<tliiit 
two  eountriefiy  as^  those  of  tiie  PadiaBMBl*  trf 
Sp^od    and    Ireland^    at    this    veijF*  evMifal 

,The  great  <  and  distressingcalamUy  nfithwUck 
oair  severed  amnaroh  Mras  then  vkited,  and.  wUeh 
rendered  hint'  incapable  of   fulfilling  <he  high 


limdMiwiiM  «l  a^q(iiMliMlrin^)4l»  Bftgliili  tad 
Iii«b  ^I^BB^twe^  in  whiib  tlie  Mini#  Md  ik^ 
dwvtindins  of 'iBttilii'Wc^i^  W  graiil 

and  eauneut  degrae,  ^ 

In  this  diseatfsiim  wiH^  lievMii,  ilM'liiilbtert 
who  contributed  more  than  any  of  his  predeces« 
son  to  the  inereaee  of  the  inflaence  of  the 
Crown^  disputing  the  rights  of  the  Heir  Apparent^ 
and  maintaining  the  wild  and  abstract  theory  of 
popular  election^  and  popular  control. 

Mr.  Pitt  will  be  seen  at  the  head  of  the  House 
of  Commons^  dictating'  to  the  son  of  his  allticted 
Sovereign  (whose  incapacity  to  meet  his  Parlia- 
ment was  proved  and  a!bkiiowledged)  the  terms 
and  conditio'na  on  which  he  was  to  assume  the 
poireia  of^  fijovereigiity^  in  oppositton  M^be  ^« 
iMM  tat  ttie  sftrst  constitutional  lawyers  dP'!Bflg^ 
Undi^-AAeiwillr'to  seen  eonteodiog  wMi^h^'tiBWif 
statesmen  of  England^  that  the  Prince  of 'Wlflbl 
nmi\n&/^ngt»  (spealritig  of  strict  right)  M  ass^e 
th4'  do^revmiient^  mord  than  any  other  inditiiuH 
sabjM&t  of' tlie  counh^y.  -    -^   '""^ 

'However  erronebas  or  pr esnming 'that  MlMste^ 
might  have  been,  who  maintained  a  priiicfpM 
a4ds  as  this  ;-~howef«r  unqmstiotfabte^  afecord- 
invito  the  plam?aiid  honest  spirit  of  tho  eonstt: 
-ttttSsh,.  fhe  r^t  ©f  the  Piin^f  orf  W*fe«   to  th^ 


sao 

SttTet«%iity  ;-:^-^ie  flfttlefeS  the  ]^d«  of tb^%ngi 
(i«b  people/ to bebtMibeir  repre^enfaWft Ifoundi 
hig  and  drctirasieribiiig  tiie:  alittiofity  tif '  Bbynlty, 
l¥liile  it  gftttilted  tbeir  ftetingsuif  dftetkni  icsd  re. 
speet  fiir  ttfeir  beloved' and' affict^  Monaircb, 
wbo  i;^afi'tbiid  secured. in  his  possible  redtorktion 
fo  poWer,  wben  it  should  please  Pibvldenee  to  re- 
•tore  Mm  possession  of  bis  reason* 
*  On  thB  other  hand,  the  Irish  Psirliamebt  'vHI 
be  seen  rejecting  the  exatnpie  of  Bnp^uM^  as 
nneoMtitotionaly  and  dinging  to  tiie  son  of 
tfieir  Sovereign,  with  all  tbe.warmtli — getie- 
rosity^'and  ingenuousness  of  tbe  Irish*  eharteien 
The  spirit  of  sincere;  zealous^  .  and',  grateful 
\aif^\(f,  blendid  with  the  assertion  of' Wttonal 
rights ;  and  the  power  of  the  Throne '^b^clded 
and  supported  by  the  Irish  natfibh  M^thiM  the 
vrarpation  of  the  Minister^  and  4lie^di<HiMoU*of  a 
foreign  Legislature.  "' 

It  is'  not  extraordinavy  that  the  sensibflfty^of 
Itekad^on  this  occasion;  ^as  peculmrly  eiSlfitf, 
or4bat  Gratitude  in  enthusiasm  shodd  have  held 
op  her  shield  over  tire  son  of  an  afflic^eff  l^dg. 
in*  whose  reign,  whatever  of  commerce — of  con 
stituiion^-^r  of  justice,  which  Ireland  enjo^bd. 
Wfii  conceded ;  and  under  whose  parental  ^vetn. 
ment  flie  majority  of  the  people  were   reslfnerl 


frpi»  ^  ||fr«||fi4iim    fit    9U'jm4h.  wWf*  *M 
bie^lry,  mf^tigo^ir,  im^L  ntfiMailM  of  ^i^dWM 

of  i^iitwpAl  tpFcg^eq ;  .t»»ejr,,  M^  ifiWweNiy  -'iM^ 

a^.  dieering:  aii4.i  reviving  sri^a..  wbfffih'  m^ 

f rank. the.  n^al  :diadeiii-^wii,raied   aod.  aAijnftt^ 

by  the  beni^ity  .«nd    jMvey   «f  .th^.  .TJ|^r«iiM9 1 

Bp   wpm^e^i  when  .awaited  hgr  the.  |dini#l|r  ,,v.ho 

i¥as  <iotwi(n|8ly   the  eoaaoy    of  Irish  Frae4ov|i 

that  ..they   ejhouhl  be  seen  throwing,  themaelvflfk 

between    that,  ministfr    aail     theift     £tpKere)g% 

afid  offe^ng  ^their   Uvea   and  th^ir .  ffi(tH^^  in 

defence  of  the  righU  of  his  Son.  .  s 

/irhe  P^ipee  of  MTalea  was  eonsidereicly  l^y^  thq 

Irifh.PfirUamwV^^^  ^^  key-atone  c^  the.  ^ritMi 

EiflpirtrH^be  icentcal  point  of  imperial,  n^inqttr 

the   natnn^l.  Ri^ent.  of    independent  iT^landrrr 

thns    preserving    the    anccession    unifU^^rjuijfitf^ 

aqd  ^fd  Ubi^rties,  of .  Ireland    unmp^ired^    jfid 

making*  the  eldest  son. of  their  Kiqg  the.amAiMi 

mei^l  by. which  their  liberties  wete  to  be^  pwpole 

natedt-rMr*  Pitt  and  the  Farliipent  of  \BiiS^«i| 

conceived  that  they  best  preserved  the  rights  of 

their  So vereigiii^  and  the  rights  of  the  peop^e^  by 

Umiting^and  drcnmslcrihif^   the  powers  of  the 

B^iit--*they.  thnngbt  that  jealonsy  and  cautioft 


|HriQteriW;-r4lif|r  pwferrtii  ibis  Utie  ofcyMtecding 
1^  OiM  ^£  coiiftdifis  in  tlie  «ckmled^  ^hmitfr 

liiey  preferred  a  proceeding  which  obliged  jMhoM 
to  have  reGCfm*se  to  theSctiMof  the.t^eil'tftal 
to   kfi^lize  their    act-^t&tMi   iMkia|(.;lke--ir^ 
iim)^  in  ibik  liaiMb   of  CMnniairioMfiy  -dC.  «iiud 
^iittk«n^  9vMi  th^  great  aoal^  ia  ihe  imub  of 
Um^  !6we|M^p.-— Irdaad  proceeded  otoeiSriaa; 
ih#  fiiiefiwliy    laiaitttod    the  toeapael^  of.  hm 
^Avevoign,.  JNift  emhneed   thehooor   audi:  ial 
togrity  sst.  hia  aon^-^Tbe  addreee  'of  te  ^lioadi 
affd  Cwiiawe  of  belaad  proTidftd  :Cm[^  coa^ 
ttogencgr    of  thair    Mooaroh^a  raatonlioa^  ^cfadi 
lho«d«iaiatratioB  of  Irbh  aSun  weat  on 
oat  iotorrapttoa  or  withAat  iDjary;  ibe 
tfctorefora  poiotod  oat  aad  redHWieadirid  by»lfr« 
ttmMaa^  waa  by  addaees^   which. waa   oppaaad 
h|r  all  ibe  toleato  aori  ioflttenee  ikm   Mtoirteia 
coold  .|lf«st|9-Hm,  this  diacnaetoo  Lord  Clate  dii- 
tipj^islied    him§elf^    both    by  his    zeal  and    by 
his  talents;  and  after  a.stiuggle,  which  ai' once 
developed  the  ability  and  the. spirit   of  |reland| 
ihe  address  to  His  Royal  Higha<«fi.  tha  Friaat 


«>aRUia%«#  «Miliit  %y  tf  fJHMft  lu^vriif.    T^ 

ite  iidiNiiWf'M  4i6  9riiM  iMto  k^dlf  fey^te4l 
Ike    liM4iilr  of'  mmtl^Mk    htf^flig^  AfiiMt 

iks    iMik  JbaA   HMmom  ^y^ie   inlttie^iliielt 
ay^led    li  ptMoit  41   to  Hlft  lUi^l  HlgK^ 

Tito  MSWferi  ikit  Sift  Eoyat  Higkiieftft  gatii 
to'tke  dipMLtkMf  frMi  the  Lordg  and  GoflondiofM 
bf  Ii%l&tid,  CTG  ^kafaetorteed  by  Htat  »iiperior  tmii 
0f  ^Kgiilty^  and'  pMttliar  elegame  of  expreMkm^ 
wM#li'M'higlAy  diftHndiiiab  tin  idnl  Mffl  finK 
Aietiofts  #tW^  illiortrioaft  PteMhiaj^  S^^-^-^ha]^ 
IB  tfaNft  enipite^iio  tnaii  ean  to  ftmndy  4ke  mifl 
dUNly  ^  IfhMe  mtaM  wiraM  bflve  keeii'iaiire 
flWoepllUe  of  ttiie  gwat  ^nd  gMorovft  aiad  «|i 
liwpeQtiiig'eoaMeMi)  '#f  ike  Levds  aivd  ttOMtt^ 
nlM0  of  Irelaiid.*'^ertaitf  we  «M^  that  m  naul 
oaiifto  fimnd  in  ilia  Majea^^  dMiifltamytifllo 
wMld  fao^Mty^  and  aa  acmirately,  appaeeiate*  Am 
Mhtifig'of  a  free  f eople^  amMtted  by  aeaAiiiMiU 
ef^iMmif  aod'  alk^ance  ta  tkair  Borerai^^  erf 
Hik    Biyal  Sigkaaaa  <be  Brinoa  ef  milM.^ 

"See  Apaepdix  for  Address,  and  the  two  Answers  of  His 
Ao^l  itlgM'neftB  the  Prinee  of  Wales. 

' '  t  See  Appendix  for  the  Answer  of  the  Marquis  of  Buekinj? 
ttei  t a'  th«  Irish  Parliament. 
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This  aiiffftlitt  PHtNie  ftmtiff^i«Rige  «Mk-4lM  Ais- 
Itib  ttLtOSn  tkii  stArrotmAM'llte  VitalMy'Q^ 
tore  tl'e  featlier  ffetik  ilfe'lUjHll  l^fliliigi!;«'iii  4fee 
generous  and  AlffMM''j^iief  dt  HHfb  -flpiHl*  (Hi- 
tion — to  htm  they  looked'M  the  legal  aMi  "Mar- 
stitutional  trostee  of  the  powert  Df 
trustee  who,  mature  in  iHtalleet^Mhoi 
experience,  should  be  vest^  wlHi  the'fMli'pilMNi* 
gatives  of  his  Royaf-  partet-^-^TIiat  in  ilM^'lMads 
of  the  Regent,  mercy  should  ifot  h%  «]inA|bd«^ 
nor  the  power  of  conferring  honors  .and>»dig^dtiie 
on  those  of  his  subjects  who  MBfitild*«|Mi«|^'>Ae 
narrowed  and  circumscribed.-^Tbat  the  gratitude 
of  the  Prince  to  his  sabjects  is  as  smcere  as  the 
language  in  which  lie.  conTeyed  it  is  aflbctiog 
and  impressive,  we  have  no  doubt ;  we  can  never 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Prince,  who  Ufitsii^d 
with  attention  and  admiration  to  the  coaosels 
and  opinions  of  Charles  Fox. — And  tliough  we 
deplore,  in  common  Wtth  oor  CotinltyWM^ithe 
great  and  calamitow  visiMfon  bf!iwUchf4oar 
old  and  revered  Monarch  is  aflieted^  we  fefii 
consolation  in  ikb  reflection,  Am 
will  inherit  the  virtue  of  his  Father^.n 
munlcate' to  Ireland*  the  blessings  of  di^iCfcoB- 
stitution,  of  which  the  Prince  himself  is  1tm$mmtt 
xedotis  admiret.  ■    •■  »»fj   -rtv..^ 


m 

wMi  lUr.  (^raylUm^B  l^ply  i^-rVQ.  |Bhall  4U0  iotror 

at  o»f0  'tp9sqf(mn4  and  ,  brilliant--^ 
fmmnuiiMd  .lU  1i|w.pejriQ4  bjr  Mr.  Curram  Such 
a  pwchAetioQ  '»l|0|ild  w4  be  wiferad  to  moulder  in 
4b6  oewipap^n  which  first  publiahed  thev^  npr  be 
4BMitiMlidr  bjr  pacUameiUarj  compilers  who  hay^ 

■     •    '         '         *  •  .         .  «  .... 

.1.    •*. 


♦I'  - 


Ob  llnr  Jfith  of  February,  1980^ 
*'  'Mi'^  Qeorge  FeoMNiby  maved  for  the  oriler  of 
Itoidty,  <^  That  (he  House  do  resolve  itaelf  iota  « 
0oiED«iti66.  of  ihei  whole  Hoote^  oa  t^e  S^te  of 
tKa-NhlloD.'^  • 

.-'*Mn'Fit:lheibert)  (decretafy  ta  Ihe^,  Lord  lAenf^- 
^Intttt)  BiMf  ha  did  9ot  tbiitk  the  Ho^e.  per- 
fectly prepared,  on  the  present  day,  to.  <^me  to 
any    detisioii.— ^Be  expected,  to  receive   further 


|wrfbi%  'u^tkii'ti  1km 

4e«tMiiaMk>ii,  ud  to  fMMl^  enlAvtkMMi^  o|t> 

ilw  eXAeMMv-ChnNniMiit         •        •    v.-.   ->m  ii.d 
rPtfillit  dtfqri  'lirJ0lltltaii,  lir--Jlmi*llHrj^'1ifl- 
Mr.  GonnoHy  olijeeted,  m  desnUUng  to  ttwOiMr' 
Fuflmckrty  Mid  to  Ae  free' eeisttMtfiM  tf  4li«lr 

!  ."il.'l     -.'i    ••!  ►?    f 

The  €kfk  havins  resA  Uto  eiteiMMilNI  ^ofi 
««  PkyekieiM,  relative  to  1^  etato  of  lltt  ffikg^' 

■       •  ■  .    :a3tfili-.l- 

Mr.  ORATTAN  rose,  and  spoke  to^tt^ltM-'' 
lag  pmperC ;  .  i  •  .J  lu  ;*,.♦ 

■  .    .<     »a   ftaseta 

«Mb.  SrBAKEB,  .       ^,j^     ^^^ 

«9%e  Sight' Henerable  0eeraiut  hwrihut* 
<he  plan  of  the  Oaatk,  whieh  U  eeene  Iv4fitti' 
Mien  and  a^  hin:>-:He  preposei  to  •kilfai/liir 
Uw  Regeney  of- thik  realn,  hfo  B^alFiligiMlae- 
ille  Prince  «r  Wake ;— in  thie  ire  'aiiT  y^rthHtyl 
alS^reed  $>4nit  I  mml  in  tbife  a^i^  ikiif'%4  otf(f 


JmlmA'^M^  am  daaiv  we  kaVB-  tMto  «o  £ta»< 
Ikb  «m4*  itliftt  Hi*  Ad^al'  UghMm  tbe  Brimti 

tat  we  u«  alia  clear,  ilMb  ke  dhMM  lk«iw 
Ttibd  intk  lie  ftM  Jtgftl  ponrerr^leBitodeiof 
iiB^,p*ww.     . 

».TIiB  liinitiMipitfl  wlwh  the  MtmlbQrfiiipefM 
to  nq^oie,  are  fuggBated  «ith  a  view  to  ptjeawnsf 
a  Mnrile  imitetioa  of  the  proceedings,  of  another 
eMatiy— not  in  the-  choice  of  a  Regent,  which 
if  A  wtmm  oepewm,  i^  ia  the  paftii^nlM  n«- 

«oncem,  and  whieh  ou^  to  be,  'and  vaxu^i^ 
govenied  by  the  particular  eircamttances  of  the 
diSbrent  co«ntrie«.  The  bill,  or  instrument 
w|j|^^e.i)aU»  Ajliill,  ia  siiggestQdetar^vpwpn 
ftat  an  Irish  act  of  Farliaaent  might  p[|«f  ^Uv; 
oat  a  ^Bg,  in  a  sitaation  to  give  the  Boyal 
wsent,  and  without  a  Begent  appointed  by  U^e 
Iriah  Bouses  of  Parliament  to  Aipply  his  place. 
The  idea  of  linati^n,  I  conceive  to  be  an 
'>irfT  ^  th»  M^assary  p«w^  of  OniremRBat;. 
ttWrtJiWl  «r  ^  bill  is  an  attack  an.  tlie  |j^ 
o^YlnlWl)*  We  have  h«ard  the,(>sae  di«H 
mnl^H^ilPi  ym  mui,  fnm  tlisir  sngp^ion.. 
Ifiwnw^ijin-fer.ne  to  take  t|w  hPsiniMa  <ni|  4if 


I^t  ami  Mii>oHfttil  mklktt  to  i 
flmikl  and'  raipMtalfle.  Tl»  Lotdt 
of  Inland^  and  Mi  tbe  OMtls^.  OmM  Utm^iM 
leaAag  pinrt  in  this  preat^dttty.  Vke  ciMf>pyi|^mu 
tlemen^  who  practtrat  tke  ^.O^aMllattoiiy 
notarinate  the  Re^nt  I  Aall  Mbirfi  Uie ; 
kigfl  we  intend  in  ibe  disckaif  e  of  tbiirigrM|i«iiA 
necessary  duty.  •;.      •• 

'*  ^  We  propb^e  to  begin  by  a  naekiftiiHi 
flie  incapacity  df  ttie  King,  for  the  presM^^leu 
Miarge  the  t>ferBotial  fun^etions  of  the  r^l-p^wwi 
leu  a  most  melandioly  tnflkf  b«t  a^lMlK^MU 
nMfitanding   so   fully  proved  and  so' 
ajdhiitt^d^  that  no  man  who  does  tftttpnoooad'^ 
the  prinetple  of    aflteclod  stapMilgr^    daii«f 
tain  a  donbt  of  it ;    the  recovery  ^  ^oi'fe 
M^^  hdwef^r  the  olject  ^  tv^ 
in  that  micertaiii  eteat  on  whkh  n9.>aMi  will 
presmiie  to  despair  or  to  decide;*  if avhig  '4lMi  bf 
the  first  resolution   ascertained  the  delMeftey'4ii 
the  personal  exercise  of    Ifte  regal  powlr^  ^tm 
iiejit  step  whitoh  I  shall  sobmit  is^  the*  MpfAy 
of  thkt  deficiency:    Thia  melaneholy  d«4ji4fedlfe 
6n  the  two  Houses  of    the    Irish    Birlinioii*f 
whether  yon  consider  them  as  the  etAj-a&Mw^ 
ing  estates  capable  of    doing  an  act,  «of  ar^Hia 
Mghest  formed  deseriptioti  of  hb*  M^eat;)^  pta- 
pie  of  Ireland.    The  method  whereby  I  propuae 


4M9 

i%>liyj«ddM«a.  Tbeveiu^  twq,wiiy4.ACpr4^cee4iAg 
4Qi;tlMM  mgfMA  hpdkm  rpwlN^  fiW^iUfijr;  qipp  19 
fagr  ?:«iiOr  r.of)  leglaUtioii;    th^  otbv  ^  w^gr  of 

lAlwm^M  in  Q!ft:Ulie,8ii|i|H>tttioB.;or4ftluriI.ji9  iijc^i. 

pawliSfi  ti|(:aDt J  biii;a4drea«  19  a.  mftAe' exclusively 

their    owq^    and  .ooniplete  ivUhout   the  iv^ti^ 

f»mt^    of  f  sv    tjuc^    wti^^  ;  :  it '  is  that^  J^ojn^a 

ji^l^kmwfm^y  n^thod  l^]f  which  i))e  iyf.^,,]3fimf^ 

exM^Qip^  thgse  powers  to  which  tb^^.are  JQi|)i|W 

G«p»p«tei|b  ri  4bere£Qir($5  I  sabmjt  to  jfQU,,  t^at  tlif 

«ltd0  Jiy.adOroftSf  ip*  the  most  proper  fPT.^jfgijSf 

ins  'lt».  Pfirae«lt  ^i^ft^eiiff ;.  aacl  tbfmght^  .^ 

draift  sh»Uy  DM  jUua.  occafii>%.  ha^e  aU^biei  for,ffi 

aiid'H^porntiofi  f4  Atm^  y»i  still  that  ^c%  ai\4 

opiMlioii  Ulie  fjrom  the  no^eiwi^  qf  >bQ  f^^si^t 

aoid  are.  GO«&0Me4  .to  it.    W^i  ^  mvt  ,S9rofe()9  V» 

lagiiiaiie  Jft  the  c^dioai^  forxas^  fs.  if  .j||Bgv^ti^ 

^aef'j:4ii^  ;Oc4)Qa;;y  .prox^nce;    we.  pro^gpso  t^ 

]Qllkef4i^(  .efficient  tluprd  estate  io  i^rdei^  to  Jeg^ 

l<f^iii;9et,fto  legislate  Jn  order  to. create^ ^he  t)i^<^ 

es^i  Ali^  4^fici^tt€jr.  beinf  the  wai^t  of  ftp  efi^. 

^^ptfj'tbird    eatate«     Ther  creaUpa  pf.  sac|i^  w 

ea(ai^..i».tbe  o^Jy  act  ^t  deficj^ucjr^.inaki^p  jf^ 

dinp^isable  } ,  so    liinUiog  y^ouy  ^a^t,   Jffttt  ,pa>;t 

with  jf^QW  present  axtr^pr^Liuary.  pof^/ffi  ^\^^m^ 

Trnvi'  a«o«  /iXflwise  M>i.  W^  t*V5  vi^gr  .^ure  ,fj( 


%IP 


yoor  Mt  diseliikq^  and 

dinary  authority.  ,    .  ^  , . 

<^  But  as  t^e  lid^resiiea  of  P|ar)|iai^ty  '^KWgb 
•eompetent,  ,9a  the  event  of  BQC;h  a  ^e|^f|ep^^  ta 
create  ap  efficient  third  eet^'te^  yef  do  iMit^  nd 
cannot  with  propriety  annex  to  thair  aeft  the  4mff 
of  law  and  the  stamps  of  legislation^  itria  t^^n^ 
advisable/  after  the  aeeeptanee  of  the  mn^nqr, 
thai  there  shoold  be  an  act  pasaedf  recitmg  the 
defteiieqcy  in  the  personal  exi^reiae  of- the  mpl 
power.     Ai^d  of        .  ^ 

<<  His  royal  Bighness's  acceptance  <if,;  tiie 
Begency  of  this  realm^  at  the  instance :  9jbA  ^^ 
sire  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Irish  Pa^faufwiiiflj; 
and  further^  to  declan  and  eni|ct,,  ttut  A0  is 
and  shall  be  Begent  thereof  daring  t^e  eopij^^ 
nation  of  his  Majesty's  present  ind^ipi||itiiO|^ — 
The  terms  of  the  act  are  to  descri)t»e  the.  fi^ffeca 
of  the  Regent;  and  the  powers  ii|f|Qii4^,  is 
the  persional  exercise  of  the  foil  rega^i  iH|(hiHt||y ; 
and  the  reason  why  plenitude  of  the  legf^ljpowet 
is  intended  by  the  address^  and  i^ftenrard^;.!^ 
the  billy  is  to  be  found  in  the.  naton.  of  the 
prerogative,  which  was  given,  not  for  t||^,aake 
of  the  King,  but  of  the  peop)e,  %r  vj^pae.iise 
Kinp  and  Regents,  and  prerogattTM,  veiji^.^onr 
ceived.  We  know  of  no  political  f^^foVf  (f(ki 
the  prerogatives  in  question  should  be  des^jj^j^d. 


'to 

libr   y/>fcrtibil'lK  nikm  y4tf  they  should  iJk 
suspended. 

^^^J^'hiU'  stated' tie  method  to  be  pursued-- 
TodMd^ibe  method  almost  states  iteetf;  most  un- 
ddfibtedfy^  it  is  '^ot  the'meftod  pursued  by  Great 
Biritkin  i    but  'fte  diversity  'arises  from   obvioiis 
<{raBes«    Tbe  dedaratbil  of  right  is  omitted  fni 
#iir  ptoeeeftitags ;    Why  ?  Because  we   know  '  it 
Ao^dhfm  iiltkueed^  against  the  privileges  of  t^^ 
{Mfilel-  ictteisTaratidB  tif  right,  in  ^utV  A  tkn^; 
would  be  a   declaration  without   a  meaning— at 
t^oultf  tiespeift  nn  itttaek  which  has  not  been  made^ 
arid  tvrald  be  a '  defence  dgaiust  no  invasion-*— k 
wbtiMf-M^^a   false  ' alarm/ ' aiid   h^btd  out 'false 
€^atk  ^bV  puUlff    dSihger;    in  times  of  pWect 
safety; '  confomidln^   and   jkerplexlAg   ihle  public* 
lAiftA^  'soitVat   in  the  moment  of  real'  attackV. 
the  'pcApltf  woiiia   not  be  fbrthcoming.   'Y  bbiecf 
to*  a  *4eclar^oik  of  right  in  Ireland,    thercilfore^ 
as  vbilThttsUaiid^y'of  populkr  artHleiy.'  I  6b^  ' 
tofl'tiiMf  as  attempting  to  convey"  (o  po^teri^^ 
hl^rili  WMetaice'*  agaiinst  the  constitutional  prfu/'^ 
cipfes*  of  the '^second  person  in    his    ^Mkjeity^s'' 
dontlbions^    Without    any    grountt    or*  plf^Oince^ 
whatsoeVei*.    Ifibt  t&ese  two  reasons  *  if  have  not' ^ 
adbpted  lie-  d^elaratioii   of  righV' cciftadef^'g  it 
would  fh '  this  country  be  no  moife  than  a '  pro*  ^ 
testation  against  a  claim  which   has   not'tieen 

h8 


^Kdt,  imd^eMfottv0iMb(fti<lia^ta|JH||i#iala 
false «tigge«tifm.  -"^    i^^^*    ti^ 

^Out  ttetfcod  aiifcn  alM  ftttt:  i^i*fkifeMM4 
by  Chrgat  Britain^  inasnuieli  an  wii'f|iv«iiiie«-fiiH 
exercise  bf  die  regal  powtr  i;  -  ^iMraM  i 
liameiit  of  Ostat  Bif&in  has  *  lupiNieiil' 
tions}   bat  I  have  assigned '  a '^oiiBtfdpiuBiiilB 
wliy   limitafions  are  omi^ted^  aiid»  I^OHf*  aidd^ 
^at  whatever  reasons  ttayhkrfir'bwii  iuppoati 
to  ;exist  in  England  for  tlMHb*  Nuttativnyi' 
are  not  so  mucb  as  '  pteteiid«»d '*'befie.<i  *  1 
therefore  thought  it  tittnecessaty'anitt^ftiMp*^ 
enfeeble  a'  government  wfai6b- '^^  ylMem^imXv^ 
'etbre/  as  I  thought  it  also  impAip^  «ti)dfli«rt<|i 
constitution  which  we  ackm^llcfd^  Itr  4i|[;ttrfA- 
vaded/  As  the  substance  of  our'pMlleMteg^48 
different^  the  mode  is  different  aU^^y^'aliA  ^It'ils 
impossible^  even  fhougli  we'^^shfed'^V^Mt''^ 
'^'mode  should  be  the  same.  '  l^e-  tttfdi)-^ i!«i|jkMad 
by  the  Gastle  differs  from  GMitt  4hMkift>ilia)te 
\han  tbat  which  I  have  submitted^   thatiMdeh 
Ibave  submitted  departs  from  fte  Me4ll<qf  Bag> 
land^  but  does  not  ccHimit' j^  1i^' EttgMbI, 
nor  cast  the  leitst  refleeti^n  im  ^Iflrfy'  WitfAoii 'i>f 
her  measures.    We  concur  in  tM|  greiil^^lAjiMt, 
the  !tlegtfnt ;  id  <hb  ptbceedfngriiMesikfytlblb^ 
'  the  Begenc;^^  tfie  deliberation  of  the  iflTbrtftMbltiias 
'are  governed' by  therr  respefetive>'dltohiiiirftaa«^ 
ifn^tW  proceedings    i^ith^  Pbaita'^  nHiHittfil, 


wlu^    cak  aiMract  the  cam  of  .fh;.Mti^  ...4|f 
piMrtilinmily  i#i||dQd>«of,4m#  linl^oypar.ffHMti. 

«BaiB'>lke;fMKt-of  ■•v^er^  9|H  i|i)4«|)«ii^d||^ 

Kui9  (t«  thft  9fM|wji«>>«^mfe  ipf .tfi^  r«g|^l  |M)Ef <$(^ 
^wi  dnnsd  ftttd  •  dflciAt-^tlw  wd^()f^.,.fh^i^. 

ya«r  l>WD  r^VNWk  <Jtlift. -olaUiii^  wd  ttv^p.^j^  l||]^'' 
As4o•70|lll«•vem)neot^yott  rastone  li,  tufLju^i/fSl^ 

it,  in  aiU-.jiU:  OMT^mbi  tM  ^  .cmpefra.r.pl  tl^ 
pfcttila ifat  tj^e  ;i»jjipmttipii of  ttoirJPjii^  ma^r  qot 
bo  i^nt^XXted  kgr  *  tuNttering  jmil  imppt^nt  advini^- 
tra^QQ  (^,p»)})i(%  nSditfi.  Ton  also  iiuiQifest  attach- 
mumi  itortlia«Koy9lBanil79  net  only  l^y  rene^vi^ 
•Hie  <fi^Qi|uqmfc  in  41ie  peswtQ  of  the  J^eir  ^j^aren^ 
>h«i4(f.«enfiirins.itiin  a  ufoner  honoinble  both  to 

'?  i1<-;IO(l|»B  gfOfiViDe|Mnie»  I  h^re  not  relied  on  n^ 
jMtt  |iidflmwt»*-I  hfwre  hpd  irefioowse  to,  hi^tf^; 
,t[iilM^4Liloflwd  lor  the  highest  lai»d.-inar|if  ^  |^e 
}BiatMii->«nAaMy  .^wd  lii#vi^  found  |f  ii(  the  iM^riod^ 
..tiHriReMMi^  ,/    ,        "..   '^^ 

•  -.^ThiaiAddrasa  whidt  ]fiU  be  iqpic^j  iq^aripf 
'ito»>hitinei»V<iar>  «f  KftpliBd.froivM  Ad^^<i,To^ 

tfOniBgh^i  di«if|)9  h^  ^  t«A«  upm.  hini«c]f  the 


MM§  wd  %Mi  of  InlMi?  »«dl4h9^iMtf«i 
i»t  IB  tAm.  Uimm  iNxm  <h»  •MM-yMfcit  'JbllM 
•MMdMMkm  tf  4iM  ConniBJiw  IPhiliMlKal$iifl» 
Act  fvm^y  nmt<liw^  HwMbatMM  «£  ttfttitaai 
Mmnm  la««,  «nti»Md^  m«  gJMD^  tin  wtele  «■ 
dnftinfi  a«i  tem  i4  UWk  u     >•■..<  :j  m  air 

«  Tkere  sm  pointo  in  whkh  ihe>  JI»«»lB«iB» 
b6«r»  •>  tew  niiMiinw  to  ih*  piMM*  ifttM^ 
M  thtce  MM  othar  po»t%  ift  irhiBli'  k  ti»/a«t«d^ 
dtfhrMtr  but  •ppMlto.  Th*  TbiMie^lRiag..«41f 
«»4  tlie  v«IMeal  MpMciij  «r  tki>^ltii«^«  Fiiiilliig^ 
tli«  power  of  the  two  Ho«Ma.  •9i|iio|..liO'  appHift 
to  4hat  part  of  Ike  uoaawlMtl  tmMhm  1^  kafe 
tke  petaooftl  capeclty  of  tke  Kiig^  or-Mtevihs 
penoBftl  exeveue  of  tiie  Ra^vl  po>w»>».hriig  dac 
ft^ent  and  tke  kiw«  of  tk»  kid  m^. 
in  tke  erdinaiy  coono  of  law, 
fitr-  tkiit  dftfleifticy,  and  one  of-  tke 
kieapaWe,  it  MmaMis  ii4tk  tiie  two  cMmm  toerfU 
mwi^r  tke  reuedy  ky  tkeii(  own  Mtkaiity  pm4im 
priaeipHt  of  year  i^wfeveaefr  4m  eetakHihrff^y 
the  Revolution;  tke  operation  of^M  pimupln 
iioiited  t)y  the  eontingeney ;  tko  ■  p«weri«f  .Ike 
Houses  of  PArliamMt  ioike one  cMb  eMtended  to 
remedy  a  defect  in  Mie  penonal  and  politieal  «i> 


ddyr  te>  BWMigr  \m  daiMt  ia  tte^v<*rtoM 
iHi^iM  ibi«i.  emi,  ib  itf  the  pswer^f 
Ibe  JImI68  4tf  'FutittMnt  ieoHed  ofliii  to  iBtevt 
iHre  •  ky  iMW  owa  auttiwii|r>  •  wIua  tha^  ordiimiijr 

tltt  tlvn  «8MM'4ftWiife  wvplgr  ttie  MmI.  I 
iMKTe^  .ttwdSire^  had  <m«um  «•  tte  pMeedMt'fff 
tbe  BevolaiioBy  ia  the  modm  bf  MppljffiaB  the  {M- 
mit<d«ftei*iiey«t 

^M-flwHewin  hwe  eatted  tfem  aa  kafMUauM 
dltSF^i^will  Hdi  4»'  «he  e]epfe6si0D--^I  will  eaH  il 
a  pnMri  dfcy  -iir  Irefabd ; — she  has  desemd  M^ 
alMi-hMT  8t»aggl^  hard  fsr  her  Mtfendtiiey; 
audi  «l|e  »  Mw  dhipoaaA  to  make  a  most  ja^ioiia 
wm  df  lit  }-^  »  set  a  eeld,  deliberate  act|  sup- 
pi^D9  a  dtdcien^  in  -the  regal  ftmetlair^^it  ia 
oat  fttjadi^iaaBy  but  laagoid  noaifaialion  of  a 
aaibaiiftite  fcr  tiia  etereise  of  laoaarehial  powev ; 
-.>«4itt8t  eoaafryaaaeorfltf  a  jmumoii  to  &«r  fnceei^ 
vBgf  and  kindles'  in  love  and  afflsction  to  tbe 
^Naa  4)t  iBmae^idi^  and  tfaa  affect  of  hear  e!k- 
eaiions,  and  4he  great  labour  of  years^  in  v€u 
0torittg:hai^  eonslitatloiial  ^rights  and  privileges^ 
idle  IMW  gallera  in  a  batrest  whieh'  she  shartss 
\ritti  her  P^ces. 

.*M*i[ishaH' tharelbre  move  the  iSsltotyiDg  Reso- 
lotioa: 
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Mi 

'"  ^i^miidh^,  *Ptte<UVtte  VMiMMPflf  «tef!lD<te. 

AuthoHt/j  is'  17  ^  if)t)eMf  8«  Mlq^odllM^A^ 
Ae  priMient  ftrterrtpted^       fi-'-  ^      "■■'  .»■•*;     • 

The  qneMibn  heHig  jpttl  'w  thO'ite«0lutttUjt  ft 
pMsei  wHUodf  a dhriafob;  '    -      ■         U     -•      v.i  ■ 

Mv^  G^n^lfy  tlieii voseki  Ms phiceytaii&Bilnradl 
t^6  IbHowing  RMidatfon :  > 

'<»  Befloly«d,  That  it  n<  the  Oj^iaiM  of  4liu  Qim* 
iBfiltee,  tliat  an  hnmUo  Aiinm  ba  -pMeenlodl-  to 
Mb  Bogral  fiighnem  the  Prioooof  <Wate%-faNB- 
My  to  reqmst- his  Royal  ■i^fanBto«4e^Uke.«fQ» 
bite8«lf-  th«  G«v«niiMnt  of  this  UndU,  tea^ 
4h»  cdntittaathm  of  his  Majesty's  .pthsitiiiMMii. 
^^bsition,  and  s-no  longer,  ahd  -«iider<tli»«^3rte  had 
tiile  of  Prifaee  Regent  of  I^eiUnd^  in  €bt^maMsi 
of  his  Majesty  to  exefeise  and  '■  arinibuMi;!<«id^ 
I  cbiding  >to  thel   laws    and  •  osaBtltali»n<-ilfK4his 

khigdom/  all  regil  powers,  jtariidi«iioa>4U)diffia»> 
tdg&tiVes  to  the  Orowa  and  QmnmlM^,1ikmtif 
helbnglrig."  :   •*   ,\'.tA 

This  motion  wm  seetonMI  b^  Miv.  JBm^ 
Pbnsonby;  V-vf-Bvi 

The  Attomey-gsnen]  (Ife.  PitTgibhwit  aAw- 
wards  Lord  €Ure)  new  rase,  •nit.'4uAnA>ikt 
Clerk  -to  Matd  tbo  act  of  the  Mi  of  Wllna»«gd 
Mkry,  eh*p.  i.- seet.  4.  .     (toiu  <n^ 

The  Ckrk  rend  as  foHows-:        -       ««  .    « 1. . 


IcingAm^  is  declared  io  fte.\^*H^  oi^  t^iktfttNbf 
ibfiwilfa^y  npons^  ami  MonghiSj  ami  for  'qr^r 
unUed  to  ike  same;  ani^4ke  JfingA.  «nfi ^we^f 
qf  SmglMd  une,  -^  undo^^bfed  riffkt,  JUHfigflfLnd 
Queens  of  this  Realm,  and  ought  to  sujoj^  ihn 
atgie^  aUe,  nu^aetlf,  power,  fT$'iemi'm^c»f,:j%m8^ 
dicheni  fftefrogptime  audi  authority  <^  Ming$imd 
QuBbne  of  lie  aame;  And  whereae  0Ur,8(M^^e^ 
a^gej  h»d  amd  Ladf,  King  Wi^iam*  ati 
Mftmn  Mkqf^-  emte  Aeir  Impfff^  accearion  to  .Hhf 
€ktamn.qf  England,  ,with  great  expenae  ^,  hloti 
iamd  ttfiuaniref  .a»d  {^  extreme  hioard  qf  Ue 
Mage^a  royal  pe^eon,  ham  dflwend^tkifi^n^ 
bingiiam^Jiroln'  tle^  mieeries  and  ealamHiee  of  fv 
^ata^tneiiWOPf  aatd  nuut  horrid  rebellion- raia^  np 
itmt^^^uBijigxtke^Jbriah  Vapieta,  and  in§t%gai^y 
jMiMtiymnitmippotft^cby  the^pgic^of  the  Kre^ch 
King,  thereby  securing  us  from  the^  danger  .(f 
WapiBiiiy  /M  artitrafrf^peM^,9»ith(V?kiQh  weipere 
ikreaiened  in  a  most  imminent  manner,,  iif^hpfe 

wMt  imppa§\  redMcsd  ikk  :^hf^nkmsi^^yp  « 

'etUifsf  paadsaandL^4»rde9;^n  audi  m^oe^  Jo  Ufrimr 
ISMsasmM  HiHurtbt^^dio  U^t  p»  tM4  if^ttVfM 
admrnistratien  of  justice:  i1^:^^  f^f^d^  ^- 
riteof  and  Temporalj  iiMSiQanlmnsi'iWJWp^^' 


sent  FnHimeid  a/>ftt>fiM,_.if,^1if^tffmf,^^^fU 
\the  Pe&pie  6f  thi»  Jcingicm,  dof/rmff  ,tjy  iff^tm 
of  out  hearts f  with  aU  possible  thmil^fiiJk^ie^  ae- . 
Jcnowhige  the  goodness  of  »^mighty, ,  Gno^^^  Ju 
raising  up  their  Majesties  tq  deliver  ffn4  f^fign 
ever  us;  of  whose  goodness,  loitAom,  -ttrnd  emt- 
rage,  toif  ^ave  dreadf  found  suck,  ^t^fPft  "f^  ^^*** 
eiefftfcts." '  •,...•,'■•.. 

Mr.  frrSSeiBBON  then  nais,  mA  <fif«tttM|g^ 

follows: —  «.  •  -^  ''•••* 

'  ^^  Mr.  Speakeb, 

'  -      '    lilt.    .  .' 

^'  I  DOW  request  Genttemw  to  rec«^lktt|^  J^jf^ 
we  are  not  debating  whether  wa  ai;^  ^  |iUij||pi||f|^n  . 
tions  on  the  PriD<5e^f  Walesi  or  nvki  9^*fi^J*f!ll^ . 
to  considejr  wh«ther  the  Addrei^r  mifP^i^f^tm' 
instrument  sufRciept  to  wavfQf  tp.h^s  Aw^kPlil^* 
aess  the  Regal  authoriijr  ;.aad  wJwt^rJik4Mk»4»^ 
an  Address  as  we  ought  te  pKffont   mm.i^   h.i 

^<  Before  I  prQceed^  I  mjoat  ths^fffe,  ik$t  ^ 
am  perfectly  convinised^  what  I«.flha)liiiac]in«ill 
have  1(0  ,iiia9iier  of  ^eff^et  o»  .<j^nlini>ia^srti»* 
form  the  Government  on  the  other  sidoniofrlhii 
Hqiy^ej  for,  ^et  thf^m  prflgqwti  vhntory  <4nlfhrM 
th^  may  tak9,,ip^.(heir  3»»tf y»  Jt «Wili^  Hitppljr  - 
be  voted;  and  tborefore  J ^ would  not  have  risen 


to  trotible'tiie  (jomniittee  at  all^  if  1  was  not  con-* 
vincedy  that  the  meaaures  propoaed  are  equally  con* 
trary  to  the  common  and  statute  law  of  this  realkn^ 
and  criminal  in  the  extreme. 

^  I  shi^lly  in  as  few  words  as  possible^  state' 
mjr  opinion/  And  firsts  I  maintain  that  the 
Grown  of  Ireland' and  the  Crown  of  England 
are  Inseparably  and  indissolnbly  united.  Se- 
eondly,  I  do  maintain,  that  tlie  Irish  Parliament 
is  pevf^fiily  ud  .totally  independent  of  the  British 
Parliament.  '  ^* 

'<  The  first  position  is  yonr  seenrity ;  the  se- 
cond is  your  ftteedom ;  and  when  6entlemeir  talk 
any  other  language  tlian  this,  they  either  tend 
to  the  separation  of  the  Crowns,  or  the  suhju- 
gatibii'  Jf  your  Parliament ; — they  invade  either 
your'taeeiirity  or  yonr  liberty.  Further,  the  only 
seMilty  of  yottr  Hberty  is,  yonr  connection  with 
GhrMt^&Uiidn*;  and  Gkintlemen  who  risk  break- 
ing  'tke  eonneetion,  muBt'  make  up  their  minis 
to  an  Diiiaii.-— -Ood  forbid  I  should  ever  see 
that  ti^ ;  but  if  ever  the  day  on*  Which  a  se. 
fmMon  shall  be* attiempted,  may  come,  I  shall 
not  besitttte  to  embrace  an  Umra,  rather  than  a 
separation.  * 

**  tFndtoIhe  lMlk&  of  Portland's  government  ttie 
grk^nfees'ol^  IMuad  Were  stated  to  be, 
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'  ><»  Time  griivnwsfl*  ir«>».v«4lfptQ4»  |W#  W  r^ 
lilMMhig  -thask  !»«  pM^e^  ik  )«VvniiMM>&  <P*rt 
of  Poynihsii.  .By  ywii  i|fiw  liffti  y/p^  f^HV 
«««'•»  UU»  nkioh  pMi  ihfl  .^o  jHfiir^e^  ,115a!!, 
IrkMi  iMI  be  Dfitileil  ktkt,  ]bti^tin^.,^^i^ 
irhieh  sMl  be  retwaed  «n4er  tliefjr%||^  |^ 
of.  ««slttd^  WithMi  «o7  »d4j|jei^  .4iai«)|twn, 
«r  idterMini  vhalwinNir,  «li«U  ; pM«  •  U^  .]HM, 
«iid  BO  athtr*  ^  thi«i  ygtt.jfit^  %  g|ff^ 
«««1  ftf  EoglaiKl  M«Mi<uI}y  aod  lndijgMy^yifih^ 
«M«Muy  Ml  tbe  iMfvns  pf  \vk§  m,  ^Jfn^ndi 
ym  tarn  pHi  bo  nei.  wU)v>d(  4r#  ^j^'ti^pii^  ^ 
ipio  fiogknd,  aad  .hAfios  it  ni^fiM^fJiaviitf 
.ilw  gteai.se«l  of  tlKt  kiagdoBif^  iaflfunacJi.  tlmt 
wwft.tlie  Kiig  Bf  BngUnd  bihI  Irt^lfipid  tp 
BHlief  herein,  penw  and  to  n8idfy..Jifl|  fevld 
mA  9MM  a  hiU  wkheot  ita  being- <rat  oorliftpkil 
io  hie  BBgeBt  ia  BBgUHid^  w^po  mnd;*  ntmm 
M  vBdertlM  seal  of.  that  Uo^bh  bqlim  bja 
Mi^esty  could  eT«n  ia  peteoft  OMOii  ip  it, 
Tim  tM  WM  fiiamod  an*  U(ra^«44  hjf  a 
geBtlemaB,  oevtainly.  of  aa  .§fn^  jpt<|»tigpw  ae 
■viy  «Mtt  in  tlftf  kif^g^.    JB^  thv.)b|}l.  tUe 


the     KittH  «r    Biq^aftd   apttlMy  Md  tlw..gralt 
seal    of    IrelMd    k    tiM.  tftgin  'liy><7wl^  the 
Ktn^  of  imfei^  ii^ftllJK;  Md  Il4  ir 'ioMMise  to 
say,   that  K  in  M  King  of  ImImi4  keaOKMitfft 
grieat  wiiX  «k'9ii^a»d -Itt  Mih'wti;'  «d.  imU 
might  yoa  •my  tiki  it  m  ««   King  of  iv^liiii 
h«'  ifl:<iifttbe  gi«ftf  Asid'of  'Bo^nni  to^traib- 
ties   of  peaice,    alliance,   me    tbmmetotf .  whidli 
ti^^er«ll«l«8a-  laeltidb   'liiliMd.     I  liMto    alaMd» 
iliat  1^'MijMiy  tmMmm,   wene  te  h*DiM< 
^r66n,    pasn    an '  aet>  whiiMt  tnt  'iMniag  Um 
gjreat '  aeal  Af  iBo^laiid'  lAxvd  tltertto.    iiat  m 
tfd^  ftnr  a  iMMMf  Mt^poM,    tlMil>  w,  in  te 
dlgni^  df  oiir  ttdi^nd^nM^  apftnot'  a  Begat 
f(i»  Irelai^)  lueidg  a  diflBre^i  peneo  ftm  tfaa 
Ikn^lhtt    of   fingUtd^    a  case  noi-  ottofy  i■^ 
posifble,   If  (be    getttlenlen^   insist    on  our '  af^ 
pointing  the  Rince  of  Wa1e»  tefere  it  sImH 
be  known  whether  he  will  aecept  the  Regamgr 
«t  littgland;  and  suppose  weshoald  go  fatlhw, 
and  dedre*  Him  to  giv«  tte    veyal    aasvit-  to 
tiills,  be  Weald  say,  '^Ky  goodyeopte  eCIni. 
land,    yon  have  by  yonr  own  law  nadvi  the 
great  ^al  of  Bngland  sAMOlatelymndeflseatialfy 
necessary  tt>  be  aftked  'to  «ttch' 4iiHl'%efiKW.'it 
passes  In  Iretaiid ;   'U^at'  sesA  ^is  in  4ho  ■4iaw§a 
oif  tli'e  ChanceUdr  «f  fiog^Md^-wte  imm.  nufr 


Muitiy  fdllow  ^'  d»t  OkaiieelW  u'tobi 
tte  Re^Bt  «f  BDgjhttd,*  I  hmn  m  wiirtr  ^f 
a«llMti^  .  ovtt^  lufl^  and  m,  ^msf  *  retj.  i^Bod 
pceph  4€'IreliMii^:ifM-lMd  hitttr  apfriytiito  the 
Bc^ni:  if  .Baglud;  aAd^^nqueti.  tlat.lM  wiU 
•trier  the  GliAnailler  nfiAighnll  to/^dk  the 
giteai  sdJ  of  BbsUkA  to  yrar  iUll>  ^o^henris^ 
soft  very  good  peopte  of  *IreUnri^  IfomBot  fnuu 

^  We  ne;  teld,  in  a  lywtji  Immtrnd-MMifh^ 
hdrete  speeeh^  that  tho  pdaalty  orjiMmioMm  b 
aaneK0d  io  4he  whne-  ofbotfi^  or  fottl/btat 
ibe  4iro  Houses^  attenptiag  to- kglrfate-imlii- 
oat' the  eoaseiit  of  the*  King;  ^aflkl'•tile  repwly 
pf«4po9ed  bgr  the  *  learned^  aaiHior  of  the  iiaiBh, 
in  to  avoid  the  danger  of;,  the'  statoln'jhfi  apu 
fointiDjg  a  -  King  of  our  otm,  I  ahiU  ^gnU-  no 
atlairar  to  this^  hot  I  call  iipati  any  iaaii;.ia  ahe«r 
nre,  in  the  etatuie  book,  or  aay  other'-haok  of 
aathetityy  where  the  powers  of  a-  Begent  an 
ddloed;  or  to  ehew  me  any  two  hiethnaeg  in 
wUeh  the  powers  committed  to  tho.  Owfadef 
JUgni  were  similar.  Then  if  the  Hdu«  ahalli 
hy  force  of  an  ad^ess,  upon  the  Instaitt)  aid 
wUhont  any  eomsMnneation  wUh  Bogktidy  in- 
vest  a  Regent  with  powers  tindefined,  •&  do '.oayt 
that  when  the  moment  of  vefleetiDV' cmne^  it 
Wilt  staiAle  the  boUdait  advMitotnrs  m  'SngUmd; 


gentloMD   at  ^iMb   langMg^n.thoy    Md    wUb 
XEogla^d  in  Ike  day  Ihey  aaniied  their  firecdim : 
«^*  Pc#petnl     mwMkdimi'--t^i$/iatkm  .  'foBk«inkr?«e 
wiH  ffise  or  Ml  with  Englaoii^wb  Will  nhm 
lier  liberty^  «iiA  ivie  will  Aat e  hw  Ciyte."    We  did 
Umb  applaud^ tie '^manly  policy  of  Sngind,  hot 
nam  ^^  wilL  Mi.cimdeioettA  to  rdeave  infenna- 
tion  from  her ;  and  therefore  I  say  it  will  stavfle 
tlA'boUkestAdmitiirer  ill  England  when  thi6  eon- 
duet  of  oor's  ehAll  J>e  related.     IH»  genttfueti 
xeeoltect  the    arguments    used,  in    Bn^huopd 'to 
juotify  the  fourth  propoution  of  the  eonioereial 
tMAty?  ^flrelftnd/^  said  they,  ^' having  a.  Par- 
iiaawnt  of  hor  oirn,  may  tiiink  At  to  carry  on  a 
comiMroe>    and    regulate  .her    triide,    by   law« 
adifferent :  flrom,-    perhaps   contradietory   io,     the 
laira   of    ereat  Britain/^     How    well  founded 
thiit' observation  was,  we  shall  prore,  if  we  seize 
'the  Ant  opportunity  that  may  hereafter  ofliNr  of 
our  diffMng   with    Great  Britain  in   one    great 
imporial  qoestion ;  certainly,  if  it  be  the  seheim 
to  Qiffiar  in  all  imperial  questions,   and  if  this 
be    abetted   by   men   of    great   anthority,    ttie^ 
mean  to^  diive  ns  to  an  nmoa;  and  the  BMithod 
.thay^.tafce  is   oesrtaitily  mora  effectual* -to  sweep 
away,  oppoflition^^tban  if  all  the  slniceaof  eor« 
Jini^lia  wc«e  ..opened  togettite^  'and^  dMuged  the 
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cottntrj'g  repreiMiitatives  ;  for  it  U  ctifrtluo.tiot^iiis 
less  thfLu  tbe  alteraative  of  separation  coald  ever 
force  an  oaion, 

.  'MSeveral  allosions  have  been  made  in  this  de- 
bate  to  the  public  conduct  of  parties  in  Bngland. 
X  am  i^ee  to  say  that  I  should  think  it  an  act  of 
presumption  in  any  man  out  of  this  House  to  itni- 
madvert  upon  our  proceedings ;  and  tbereforp  I  can- 
npi  but  say  that,  in  my  mind^  it  is  highly  indecent 
in<  any  member  of  this  assembly  to  speak  with 
^^respect  o^  any  proceeding  which  has  passed 
19  G^reat  Britain ;  upon  that  subject^  therefore  I 
shall  be  sUeni. 

.  ^^  Tl^)  revolution  has  been  quoted  as  a  prece- 
dent for  us  to  follow.     It  is  said  that  at  tbe  revo- 
}[ution  the  convention  proceeded  by  address ;  no 
doubt  they  did ;  but,  prior  to  their  address,  tkre 
was  a  negociation  of  some  length  between  the  con- 
vention and  tbe  Prince  of  Orange ;  proposiiions 
were  made  to  him  with  respect  to  the    extent 
pf  power  to  be  committed  to  him,  or  whether 
the  royal  powers  were  to  be  committed  to  Inm 
imly  in  right  of  tbe  Princess  of  Orange.    The 
Prince  cut  this  negociation  very  short,  by  dftplar* 
ipg,  thaf;  if  he  ^as  not  to  be  King  of  Bngland, 
yfilh  all  t|he.  po.wers  of  royalty,  be  would  imme- 
diately ]ifetire  tp  Holland^  and  leave  them,  to  their 
good  old  King  James.    These  were  the  eircnm- 
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fkfuices  fm  .Sttg^and.  Bat  what  happeoed  heTe, 
where  Mixig  James  faa^^holden  a  Parliament^  and 
exerased  all  the  pretogativea  royal  ?  The  Farlia- 
mipt  here^  oontcioi^s  of, the  dagger  they  had 
JMt  esci^ied,  conscioiia  that^  by  the  act  of 
Hen.  VIII.  the,  King  of  England  Was/  frbm 
the  HMMnent .  he  wa^  invesied  with  the  Crown 
of  Bpgland^  Sang  of  Ireland/ and  the  exlfitenea 
9f  this  eountry  depended  on  the  piieserVatidft 
gf  the  union  which  we  are  now  about  td  dUr- 
eolve^  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  n^seofi- 
^traction  of  the  act  of  Hen.  Till.  pUssbd  -fhe 
mti  which  has  jast  been  read  by  this  tlferkp 
veeitiag^  Aetjlaring,  and  enaeting,  the  ibs6jjys> 
rable  fonnectioa  of  the  crown  of  tbi^  Irealm 
with^  and  its  dependence  upon^  the  crok^'of 
l^ngland;  and  that  no  trace  might  remain  of 
the  acts  of  a  King  of  Ireland,  who  had  claimed 
to  exercise  royal  powers,  separately  and  d!s- 
^^nctly  from  the  crown  of  England,  declaring 
ail  laws  which  had  been  made  in  this  country, 
from  the  abdication  of  James  II.  to  be'  naU 
8414  void ;  and  this  directs,  that  the  reciords  of 
these, kws  should  be  bronght  up  to  the  G4stie 
nft  Dublin  to  be  cancelled,  and  annexes  ver^ 
Ibeavy  penalties  to  disobedience  of  'thiir"  order. 
Does  it  then  appear  that  otir  ancbslors'^otight 
tliat    \^lliam  and  M&ry  had  no  riglft  4o  the 
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it  appear  t1&at  it  was  tlr«n  cMMdmiff^  IMafflbMaMr 
WHS  ktM^kriy  to  act  xnnfkr  K  Kibg  «P<le^eliMM;'- 
Of  that  the  iiutttfrif/  of  JOh^  Wii!f4i4<#d^lMI 
extend  to  thi^  coatilry  tlH'it  irik  teOSpMkdftf 
the  Irish  Parliament ;  No.  The  irst  act  i)f*IM 
;i^arliainetit*  of  -  TrelaM  Wa«r  to  fedt^gnfiMf  ttMf'aa- 
thoritjr  6f  the  King  of  BAgtandj  i(hd  tb^^flecllMi 
that 'from  the  moment  the  eroilirii'  of  BtiglaiM''%ttr' 
placed  upon  his  head/  he  was  'fawMI  add  ri^tfcl' 
heir' ortliis  realm.  *.   -'    »'   -^-^-''.^ 

•^^  Tte '':teers'  'created   by  Jamcfif  9a  IfeAnifl;' 
anlBr  his  abdication  of  the  crown,  neVef  iMfie  IMeo^ 
aclcnoWledged  as  Peer6  oIT  the  mite  ;  *ftni^Urti«l); 
that  by  the  fandamental   principled  *  of  MJr  hnrt 
and  constitution,  the  people  of  tre1iind'')fre'^fto.^ 
hibited  from  taking  a  lead  in  ati^  iiiirtaitte-'liliete 
the  executire  Government  of  the  BAi jAfe  iHh  1)6 
provided  for. — Suppose  yoa  cboosii  la  TSbt^Htt^dflSi 
manner    suggested,    and   that  hf'^kuf1ktnl^"M 
didcrent  Regent   shonld  be  appofiiU)B''YoV'Gki( 
Britain,  and  your  Regent  chooses  to  cofbC  overMSM, 
and  execute  his  Government  in  person^ — ^HW'^iMK- 
inent  a  Regent  is  appointed  for  OtMt  Bfitkili^  lie 
may  send  9.  com.mission,'  under  ttie^^re'iK'yeitr'Ur 
England,  appointing  a  Lord  LieuVenatit''of^^EJt- 
land,   aod   'to  that    commission'  ybuV  'Se^faf^^ 
bound  to  pay  obedience}  if  he  VefasesVLe^stak^ 


t||ifH)4.4[(Hit..lfe.  i«r  a0««#Jt  B^smt  qf  Jftngland, 
IciA^s- 1»^  tf^.j^jOi^r  diffh&olify,.  error  aii0   per-. 

^^.  Sii^  1^01  AQlyJield  to  any  mim^  in  pessoBal. 
retpf^  ,nni>  attiKcbvp^lNt  tor  the  Pjwce  qf  ^Wales. 
¥^  miff  iMV.'tbiok  pf  bim  more  higbl^  than  I 
dn^^T  ibp|t  r  X ,  wiU  oiaDife0t  wff  respect  and  a(^. 
taefament  to  tbe  Piioee  of  Wales^  by  endeityourr  ]• 
]ng.,tp.  {r^9erv$i  en^re  the  isiperial  eroi^n,  w)iich 
ii^  the  coiviie  of  nature  Mrill  descend  to  ^im^  aii4^ 
wlHph:  j^e  lare  fjnyv^  bji  an  act  of^  ;crimiaal  rasl^ 
nim^f  ^!^^  to  deprive  of  its  best   appendage.. 
I  mjL\  not),  inmi]^  the  Prince  of  Wales  by  an 
KiAufVf .  wbicb  cannot  confer  on  him  the  shadow  , 
of  rqya)  power  $  I  wish  to  invest  him  with  snb- 
fltafit^  roy^l  -ppwers,  which  he  may  execute  con* 
s^itQii(^y  wit)i  the  laws  by  whic|i  he  is  to  govern. ' 
W!iU.«nytnansayy  tlpat  we  are  now  in  full  Par- 
liament? I9  not  his  Majesty,  Gleorge  the  Tbird>^. 
to  whom  we  have  all  sworn  aUegiance,  living? 

KSO    f  HQVfi   900    IK   HIS    MERCY    WILL    SpON    R£- 

STOBB  HiH — [^Here  there  was  an  universidl  aecta^ 
mqttifint  in  the  Uotm] — ^Isy^not  his  I^ord  Lieatena^t 
Kere«  in  fall  authority?  What  have  we'lben  b 
d^?^  As  ifoon  as.  we. shall  be  certified  that^  the 
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of  jaegant  ji^  J^gUod^  ,PNi«  jv»im!t;:i<»MiPTWt 
Mm  with  ibat  aiiiUiOfiJ^,iii^  In^lnfrilv  |Se«ydi  itUx 
act  to  the  Friiii^  BegiNa.  ia  JSii|^a||4fid !«..  Ji^ 
tken  huve  tiie  oomiM^d  oft.iUiei!gr*«iilwa)- of 
EngUud^  aod  retarn  our  wt.  i^faon^iffitod^^M^ 
c^rdi^g  to  l&F-  Bin  |L4ordI4«uteqiailr]ii«9iAfHi^ 
by  bis  oooMMnd^  giFe  tbq' wyaLaHiMitc^to  it; 
and  who  ^ball  «ay  that,  it  Is  AMb.ia.^teWijof  .(Aa 
Uiid?  But  sufrpose,,  m  I  said  biifat^^  .^|||iI,jUk 
Prince  do^s  aot  accept  the  BjpgemifiW.EnglMd; 
and  ceftaialy  we  havi^)  no  «¥idme9  tbal-lie  wH 
— soppofie  yoar  addrosct  sbMild  reneb  jiiii  M$m 
he  i9<  actually  ipvestoid  with  ^QJ9^  poamra^m  ^^B^ 
land,  in  what  fiUuatioa  do  you  put  .,tMIJ^  •( JTon 
call  on  him,  in  dafiancie  of  twq  i^\$  ^f  Bylwmj^t^ 
which  make  the  Crowns  ii^iepai^bla  Ip  44ttwffP«^ 
the  King  his  faAer.  You  jC)ill  qpoi^  MnMK  do 
an  act  now  at  which  hetsaft^r  Jiis;  n^tug^^.jRitt 
revolt.  :.(>:; 

^<  Sir^  I'  have  aaidi .  and  I.  must,  fpfi^i;  it, 
no  man  can  have  an  higher  <9ii4o9.<pf,/tbaii[ir'- 
tuea  and  great  endowments  of .  bis  .S^ynl  B^<* 
nsss  than  I  have ;  I  doubt  not  tb<^  mil  1^  4be 
brightest  ornaments  of  the  Britiysb  ^rofFA,  VliMT* 
ever  he  shall  wear  it  v  but  *  tbi^  ^Aifei  fi#e  f^i^ids 
of  tlie  FritHss  of  Wajiei9.,who  .•bfUliM«^i8%  ikip 
to  rooeive  an  address^  that«  may  ^gii«  Jipiiltfpuse 
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tbi  iMr#^  iM  VkAS  Whtifi  ^presented  %.    I  Icnow^ 
Slr/4iiat  litieHiMf^  if^Meehtiii  llie  extreme^  havci 
bMii  i$k€n  wl^ltie  ^nanie  efihtii  atfgnst  person- 
agfl^-4'ktotnr  it:  had  beten  wbiiffierred  tlHat  ev^ 
Mii»-^i«^hd  diMtlt'Vote*   dgkiMt  this  addres^,  wiH 
hli'eihtriid^nlA  M  vbtlng  ligiiiDst  Mn^  and  treaU 
iflg-'him  'itMi   dtoraspeet;  hot  if  any  man  ba^ 
bad  file  "giifUi  and  folly  to  pdsonilm  mind  with 
sadi  m  4iaiMiallM/I  ^ill  trudt  to  his  good  sense 
isrfdiitittgaiili  his  fHrnds;  I  will  trust  to  his  good 
seM6  to  de^rdnne  whether  they  are  liis  friends 
who  wishr  to  gnnrd  the    imperial  rights  of'  thc^ 
Bttfinh  Crbwn>  or  Hk^y  who  wodld  stak^  tbenr 
upon'  tile  momentary'  and   important  iriamph   of 
an  finglkb  party.    What  matters  it  to  the  Prineel 
wlMMHet  be  re^eites  niyai  anthbrity  by  a;  bill  or  by* 
aiMheM '^  lb  there  a  man  who  will  presotne  to  li-- 
bel  Mm^  and  to    assert  that  the  success  of-  this 
BwttoM   will   be  a   triumph  to  him?   Oraeionn 
God !  does  any  man,  who  calls  himself  a  friend* 
to  th^  Frinceof'Wales,  presume  to  say,  that  any 
addfrete  which  he  can  present  to  him  will  be  a* 
sftlgeet  bf  .triumph  to  him?  In  his  exalted  station' 
ho -wil#  triumph  only^in  goireming  a  great  nathm, 
wMi'  lionor  to  hhnseK  and  with  advantage  to  his 
1^1^.'  'ffyou  wish'  to' pay  a  compliment  td  the 
IMltce  tof  Walesy  guard  the '  imperial  i4ghts  of 
ths  'BrtliMh  <rown.*  He  can    ha^e    no  triumph 


m 

you  would  give  l^im  a  triiml|pk}  gtttA  tklto  4e|i^ 
and  guai'd  Ihe  tiglitii  of  (he  trtiwii.    '«      '^  *"  . 

«<  Tbeve  is  a  ftftttm  In  lU8>t^Mliliii|^  WhM, 
independenC  of  every  ofher  iA§ebi|bli"«Ai^^il^'tdQto» 
10  my  niod^  make  it  Ugbly  jrepreMrthilf^  wid 
that  is;  tliat  I   consider    it  sM'  a  iMail-  «|^peal 
fh>m  (he  Pariiamant  of  fivglaad  to  iftMrff' ttf-in^ 
land.     Respecting  the  l^arties  wto  mike'ttAo  iip- 
peaVl  shall  say   nothing:     But'  alilih^li ^^M^ 
may  be  mnch  dignity  on  our  f^ait  nn '  itf^eMng 
this  a^eal,  I  cannot  see  ^ny  strong  'sytafAdaM 
of  wisdom  in  it;  beeanse/hy  so  dttittg/I  4<ottM 
oonceive  we  mast  ioeviiabiy  sow    the  iMdii  of 
jealousy  and   disonion  betwien  the  PkitlaikientB 
of  the  two  countries ;  and  though  I  do  not  <ijr  iny 
means  desire  of  tiie  Parliament  of  liiis  'koWAry 
implicitly  to  follow  the  Parliament  of  Bto^iiiA/  I 
should  suppose  it  rattier  a  wise  maiiii  ikk  tins 
country  always  to  concur  with  the  Pairliaihtftft  ef 
Great  Britain^  unless  for  very  strdn^reaMtt^  in* 
deed|  we  are  obliged  to  dilbr  fttnn  it.    If  Rnt'to 
be  a  point  of  Irish  dignity  to  diibr  iritfk-  «hii*]Nr« 
liament  bf  England,  to  shew  onr  ImAu^mMMiM, 
I  very  much  feiir  that  sober  men  in  this  'nMMQr 
who  have  estates  to  lose,  will  sooDfecoipe^oMISof 
independent.     The  fcct  is,  thai  oSntftllME^  ii^lt 
is,  the  Government  of  this  «oilMs^  bM^  «lli  91 


of  your  ParliameiHb  U.yqs^  free^oni  i^  your  jepen- 
49l»» «»..♦)»  C»5¥WftO<l  PwlfPjl  i»  ^oiv,^45ecurity 
fMitt^iittW^mh^  WmeiJM*  V*M>  FP%8  them- 
9tllf€fkp  J4lVi9Vtltf|i^vaM^  for%  indej^endenee 
<)^.  t^.  Im}^  .CFOWIV  fti:«  adypci^tes  for  its  separation 

.  >^  J(fft..f)|,,^i;i;|9C{rWith  !^agland  in  three  points; 
■f(*ni^,^>PflnrQW^*  ^^^ — ^e  religion.  Let  ua 
ke^.  tl)98e..gi(eatol9j^t9  steadily  in  yiew^  and  we 
Ai^li^m^p^wUe  n^en;  and  if  you  make  the  Prince 
^  Walps  ypur  j^gint,  and  grant  bim  the  pie- 
i^ity d^^^pf  .^ppwfyr^  ,in  God's  name^  let  it  be  done 
|^y.,bjiU$  •^heoemae  I  see  such  danger^  that  I  de- 
.pfj^e^^  ,.t}ie ,  ^f(l^^nrfi  proposed.  I  call  upon  the 
cpfintry  gfintl^inen  of  Ireland;  this  is  not  a  time 
^o  f^ink  of  ewry  twopenny  grieTance,  every  paU 
J^  disappointment  sustained  at  the  Castle  of 
»P^i^:  if  any,mfLn  has  been  aggrieved  by  the 
T?^9f^i  i^ndjchooses  to  compose  a  philippic  on 
4)i^i  wcfsiouy  ,let  him  g^ve  it  on  the  debate  of 
.%.^li|r4fikif,l4U^  w^erj?  it  will  not  be  so  disgrace- 
^iUt  ^'  ^'XnMi  who  uiteira  i^  and  to  those  who 
j^iAmi  lipteo  ^  jbami  m  it  Wiill  be. on  the  present 
t^CMiiMW:  -^fJjJMifi^iwittSi  ihf  ida«  pf  rfi^training 
ttlift  WiAlttW^  vBffgWl  in  the  yo^firef  of  vjfiYingV^tts 
m  1^  IW^itnf^  ^f  in  .timiHiiig  bim  ]Q  ^  jpower 


o^  mnkr^i  4;nw|8i  oak  ik^imm^^wigi^^  9m^ 
picion  ^nd  diitrost.  Tim.  is .  a.  qpeiiwii 
iyK>n  veiy.^  different  .gropndr  in  ti^  .^ouAfagif  r  i 
that  on  3ivhicb  it  has  baea  taken  m^  ialfin^ted^ 
wd.  if  g^n^l^mfa^  fan  j(]|^wif^|Ie!Ao  .ifcatoafll^na  n^pn- 
cedent  for  adopting  iatbi9l^ui|j:qf54j«diftN«iiSHfm 
of  executive  GoT^nmen^  fir9m  ikU  eaiftUialMliift 
E^SlS'D^iy  I  ha^e  not  t||l^  OBudlMt:  i^imdwunoD^ 
ihj^t  .the  powers  ^hkh  may*  ^  eomnittaAi  ter'tte 
Prin<^  of  Walea  bj  theTarUanenti^fftttlaBd 
1i^  fkbnsed  b|^  jbim.''  -   ..  .'   .   (»♦ 


'.!»     •     / 


'HSb.  GUIIIIAN  rose  soon  after  the  Attoniejr.. 
general  had  concluded^  and  thus  a4dre8s^  tbj(, 
CSiair:  . 

'<MU€B  irrelevant  matter  1m»  fareadfiil*. 
self  into  this  debate  oa  a  sulyMi  tiift^^isMsi 
riinpl^  and  obyions  that  '  ever  caiMe»''heAfn 
the  House.  The  isAt.  ^f  ineapaeil^.iis  .•§« 
eerte]|ied-*-^the    two  BouaeS'  miist  .pta«ide'*^fc# 


^»«i  dQftmniigr  H*-<be  priAeipMlEi   of  ^e  BriiSsli 

oMstifcikn  ^ni   eitber  khtgdou^    flimply  *  is  thai 

Ite'thM    Mtate    rihotiU    be    certain  and  not 

dbetimuJ4\i»  vtghC  ef  ^leiiltoD  te  the  right  of  am- 

hiUQO^  of  fntioiii  ef  intrigue/ of  shedding  civil 

falDiod^-'-Mbatthis'b  a  qoesitionto  be  considered  od 

onottoet'^'iivittei^'aiso — the  compact  that  united 

tbB  MinitBSiif  Btigkniiand  Ireland — the  compact 

i^'that  Ibe  exectttire  power  of  the  two  kingdomii 

shall  be^ev^  the'  same.    If  eiiiher  country  has  a 

vrild  arbitrary  right  of  Election^  both  hare  the 

same ;    and  if  so;    the    absurdity    followsi    that 

they  are  bound  to  have  the  same   third  estate, 

and  yet  have  a  right  of  choosing  different  third 

estates;     this     surely    is    gross    canstituHomd 

nonsense;   to  avoid    this    absurdity^  we  should 

seek     for     some     striking     circumstfiiices    thai 

point  out  to  both  nations  the   common  B^gent; 

they  are  evidently  the  fuU  age  ^nA  the  capacitjf 

of  the    heir    apparent;    this    eould  here  be  no 

other.    England    agreed    in    the    unanswerable 

necessity  of  choosing  the  Prince:     Ireland  was 

unammous  in  the  same  choice.    They  both  con- 

leseed? it  •  wks  ekarly  right  to  do  so;    it  followed 

of^iOfsmn^M  vMfld  be  dearly  wrong  to  do  other- 

wtss^-^lt  iaUowed^at  leaei  jtbi^  the  'two  countries 

thMght  it  iheif ;  indispensable  duty^  to  ntake  that' 

choice's  mdtihe  knew  »o'oihe^qttalil3^of  k  tighV 


<)ian  a  claim  that  «iAitA  '  iv6llt' hi'lg^^lftlU  liy 
Hie  trllttiuaT  eonp«ieiif  to  M!Mif'''tilpoa'W  HM 
disputations    on  that    point  so  eoafessedp'iiMHI 
lis  only  the  raiiieiMiil  rf-  teiM'  ■byMHi^,  or 
ibe  pretext'  of  faetioff.  -  Tbtt   ftfeMM  tihi'*%riii 
ittrii^Mthf    Aesigiiated.    The  *iitoiM  -qaAi8»^l>^ 
whttt  WtMt'is  t»«e  delegated  to  Mat?  I  tlliall(«M! 
etftive  power  <tf  iho  thiM  Mtate:  '  I  t^MMki^tti 
idea  of  doing  Difs  on  aWy  prittii^e  '1nil"«'iite.* 
itttnttonal  one.    Ilbiak'  of  Wla    lAykV'W^^ 
nets,  as  the  House  seemed  t«'  tlllflt^  IHdr  ^1 
eeotdeiKe  in  hiti  Tlrtiie;  bttt  I  aM'notrfkoto'iiiy 
WMln  of  Aonidenee  in   M»   Tirlftd;   I-*  sMfMI 
j^rsonage:    bat  I  am  the   fepreeentiliMi''<ff  tiM 
pvepio)   and    eouHon   not  eonfidewley  •  B(hall-'i'>b» 
Ihe  priddple  of  mj  cwidaci:~^B«ti  hiiife  ^<>!to 
AM  tMak  I  have  a  lugil  *^t  oi  yieMln|^;;to 
Aflkdvuce,  vnn  if  I  (band  any-  raas«i  to  dlMw 
The-  OonatitQtion  debars  me  ftom  aiiy''  emuJlK 
•f  any  Jkneiad  pAideaoe. — ^Tta«  hm  <o9'4h«--*6tib 
ititatieB<Bays,  thai  no  estate  of  BttttanMti'iflA 
be  abridged-  wilhoat  itr  own  consent    iBwt  il 
tfcmiot  e»ii9eN«;   it  eamiot  he  abHdged'>iMt  4^ 
aet  of' FaiiiAnettt.    We    tail  aakb   a*    MliA«r 
Pwliament^&r  to    that   the   tbMt*  estditb  alv 
neoBSsary.-  Wo    are    but  two}   to   abiMg»*lie 
tiiird  estate  now>  wonld-be.toiteatrtii^'scapln'. 
when  liw  harid  iiraai  whicft  it  •haA  hmd.^tH^ 


m 

tUB^b,  0-  4«f0r%  to((  thi»  is;V«i.tbo  ,(wr#.  li 
wj^Mi-ffflBtlie  thiitd  mM»  n^tb  jt«  «inMt|hi^«Mi 

P9l|Sj^,;tf..  ^  l^ny.  tlMiig>,e)«,  w^^d  hp-to  ol^lfua 

a  .XiiB^r]r.|>y, i^9i^,  .ni^  by  Yivtaa^  4»  f«direm 

tl|^..|»oD^  ^  tbf^  fBd  piMMipr,  tut  igMw.*^ 

I,,wi;t|;f«nWTl^  tbwr^  Ti|^te-^I  tbiak  |h«y  bas« 

gP9M. «)#■««  f#r.  itdrow  ©f  BMrny  •ryiag   -glj»» 

YNMA««>  febt.IwiH  luArednas  Hum  bybetnylos 

ilMt.  MMMtftttJMi,  hy    thieving :  froii   Uie  ibinl 

•frtatt^  .l»i  by  |«DV«kiiig  it  to  veprbaVi  fertt»p« 

biOroiid  4fa0;  wMsttre  of  what  it  had  lost«-^Thit 

s^glj^  IW'  oalM  1Mb,  md  wan  e«ll«d  citeiiMi 

bfl>.'fti  vigbtJHMonblo  mABbet   [«ft«  Jttont^" 

Sfft^Vfdy'}   bnt  I  eoBflde  tiMfe  in  Aat  liiRratit 

mnptbevf  A«  «  ']pto|ibet,-tb«»  »  faMryer;  for  tbit 

boAonMft  4i«nber  ptadueed  tbat  be    despaired 

ef  tadihg  <lba  Hoase  eeaeitr  is    bb    \pfiitiioo. 

Tk6  wily  point'  tbal  tummw  is  bovr  these  ^l 

pMTflM   should  ha  delegated,  by  aiiteti  dr  1^ 

oeti  «Tb«  latter  is  4iipOwible:r  wo  ara<  knxtimn 

tmlHAetp  wo  cannot'  iegisUte,  we  mtty  dc^berate  $ 

w«>a|iy  dettiRto  Mie  Ineapftc^y  of-llio  King,'  the. 

rigbl««P<tl»'PAHde  9  bat  we  enk  'dv  it  obly  by 


figbt  li0aonlile  iiienik«c>  [IA«  ^MTfMgh^iPM- 
f«l]~Did  that  gpntteBiftu  tl|i«lK.  two.  ^ftftet 
«Mld.  ligulite?  He.litd  Mid,  tl|Rt  f^Ox^gutM 
ipieat-setl  of  Bagbvd  nmde  i^IriftlirKll'^thfit 
m  a«t  MiMBg  to  <mr  Iiorda  jo«itb«utifii|iU)d>^ISHf 
ipso  fiiOOf  law.  BU  tbe .  h^nonlile .  :fiieipJber 
iiiiiik  a  third  estate  supplied  by  a  ftcMitnra  ^f 
Ike  tiro  HfttiaB^  by  a  iorgqry  o«  tiw ,  vimftpte* 
iiiMiv  by  A  pbaftlMa  thai  htd  «i^..i«ioraf^.t9 
guard;  us  will  to  consuU^no  power  ^^  (PifMive? 
It  wm\  taking  ^ieah  far  cnnffn^^l^i  -h^nHwiifisr 
m$ftmB9f  it  vaa  wonbipisg:W«liNr4  ai»4  ?P«^jn 
the  place  of  a  king  ;  it  was  sabatitaiMg.  ikjhe 
MBchMiicjil.  quibble,  of  a  pnotiraig.,lMr|Bp'  for 
the  sound  dedvetiou  of  a  phitQ4(l|lh«f  ^tPAdwe 
4m-  the  Taotage  ground,  of .  aeiopofj  .it  ipw  wvm 
Wl^  tlie  language  of  an  attoraey  j»arKbiibiii;thau 
«A  Attorn^  generoli  it  was  thrt  ,}(|id  .^vOf 
lirtnity  that,  on  any  other  subjefi,  X-wfraM-^ve 
to  be  auawored  by.ailenoe  Md  t#|rt^«fi^;  but 
when  bUufhemif  was  ottered  i^gawt.'tte:tvoon- 
atiiutaony  it  ooold  not  paes  uii4»f^,.l|o  iRaiguit. 
eanee,  ^becuase  the:  essewe  sboutf  boMffgfM* 
bended,  though  the  ^oc^rioo  erald  >  not  make  a 
proselytOi^^-^The  »igbi  bouqpraUe  .  uuHulMr  -  .had 
said,  that  we  were  oouipp^t  to  ttukoitp  mki  if 
90,  a  Rege«t7  was  unnaccuaary. ;  WiUkJn^ffmt  to 


lis,  MirfllM«8iaie4ld  Bo*^imitoe«Iliue«l,  ovpeuiRi 

orwiir; 'ft  onty  legislated ;  if  we  eMid'WiUioiit.H 

legMiltte;  We  wfttited-  luv  Begtnt  •  The  le«ntod 

memlMr  said,  «lie  B«sett*4)f .  BnglMd.  aiigbi  p«4 

tike  seal,-  and  so-glvtfithe'  Ajr^lmseiA^  ill-so^  h$ 

iMght  r«fese  it-4f  io»<  hemiflit  relsMiMAJEUk! 

gent.    Bat  who  was  ihe  Rc^ent'Of  EaglUNDd?^^ 

One  elected.    If  «o,  Vmf^MmS^a  tiro  Hoasee  l)ikd.« 

rigHt^to  elecit  a  third  estate  far  InlMid..    Bait  ttK 

r%ht'hondraMe  amidber   had  said  that  Wnglwiil 

gave  up  aYl  pretettsiotts .  to  li^slato  for  vm>i  .Vfha^ 

fblltmed  then  firom  both  hk  ai^;wMiita?    that  nel> 

ihe#-BDf$laDd  nor  Ireland  eovld  refocilata  onr^aar 

iB^toflm-.  i.ii 

-''BeiNl  the  aet6  of  H«nry  Till,  off  WflUni  mtA 

HSiSPfi  aBd  the  modem  act  broogbk  is  by  Iftr. 

'¥(iVerton  ^^liems  ymi  wiU  ind,  tM  the  Crowai 

^  Irelitnd   h  annexed  to^  wfl  MwgMi  in    tto 

CSmwii  of  fifigland.    That  Ho  law  c#«}d  be  lay 

IMris^   %y    virtue  of  the  seal   of   Eaf^oflf  bqt 

"by  virtNi^  ofllTy  of  the  Royal  Assent,  ly  aifeolMiRlE 

^^fe;  giten  in  Ml  Parlianient;    and  that  tlie 

King  of  Snglandy  las  stiefc,  affixed  the*  M«l  .2^ 

Btfi^land;  but  that  be  gave  the  Buf  ai  As9Si4/«f^ 

Mng  of  Inta^d.^-^-^^Me  aiqr  «Mev  arj^BMKts 

-"wanting  to«  shew  yma  that  we  -  sIkmiLI,.  ^sutv^it- 

^leiipi;   ail    act  of    k^slalioB  ^--r— ^Firnjy    ft^^Js 

ffVn^Mftlble  j-^any  iclioii  of  a  thisd  seNUe  ;i8  a  cjia- 


ittlMKl  fiA^evyt  AkHl  I  will  lie^MipitoiiiAft<4o  it. 
9b«  frMie  bftke  8Hafe'  U  oonipMM  <tf 'Mriir'^^nMt 
HB^ttito  of  ardMy  tiid  tlHi  Ora^nrfti  HRPIhy: 
0toiK»  :->^  tiMrt  lE^y.stdMy  by  Miy'liiiaHlf,  Mt'tMt^ 
wbU  WM  te  be^dooe^^Sliall  ike  sefMMito^Yiili 
lie  bfeuglit  te  neiiBt^  so  49  to  supply  ito^lMeAfu-ff 
yiHi  de  Ul'atj  every  joint  tnoit  be  get^reO;  afwty 
pmniof  support  must  be  ^AiaBged/  ia  so'Ateperttto 
tto  experiment ;  atid  if^  iii  that  eonvaliltai'  II  fhHs 
Mt  iilto  vuitt/  tbe  key-stone  eatf  tierei^'ftli^netenil. 

^lo  ettiet  words,  I  lil»  ttM  ibe  aflbettiibn  of 

legislirtiiig  1^  two  estates ;  it  is  boMlng^^or  an 
Mea   to  the  people,  tkat  you  eau  do  fltogefller 

mithomt  tike>fJUnI/ H  is  making  a  tfillyiMapierl- 

mont^  by  wM«k  the  third  estate,  tiie  ^vly  eeeinfjr 
of  our  liberty,  is  brought  into  disreptito^^iofiiMy 
into  disMO)  iMd  by  which  o«r  ^oriois  ^oMstitatiM 
may  be  lost  to  ever. 

^^Bot  the  learned  Member  has  proltoloft 
against  giving  up  the  question  of  re^&lctioni  on 
the  RegMt.«--«i  admit,  that  Ike  two  HoosM^beJI^ 
incompetent  to  tagislate,  conld  n&t  te^tftOf  by 
A'dApees^  if  they  had  a  mkid  to  adopt" <iy  %on>K- 
tutional  improbity  of  mutilating  the  Mgat  ^Wto, 
H  most  be  by  the  semblanee  cf  an  aot|  and 
tbenefmre,  aueh  n  sacrilege  upon  the  en^nslftafion^ 
eonld  be  aohkted  only  by  a  protMatiott  of  ita 
forms. 


m 

W4p<^>»^  :4(iMW  l?«blioli»llA-^-^No  Witt  \m«t 

«fl#i|iviuUa8.iireMhe9;  iMit.  a]iwfdUi«9  aigbt  ^ 

viecriy  ^Wf  a  tbejr  hud  Botbwoith€iif;)it  woniiqi 
v^l^aheiuuuio  f  iwd  paitiottlmrly  when  .ot|iw  peiv 
mm0f^  timtroufi^i  io  bave  weight  wiih  the  pobUei 
had  wit.%«a)iemugki  S»rthe  caase,  agaiaat  wbifik 
tliQwi  uhmtm^  Fwe.  lev^lled^  to  diaavew  tkern^ 
imt:  tbw^  tbegr  *  acted  nmre  vrisely  by  ghriag 
tbDm  tiie  adithorUy  of  a  ailoBt  kapUad  appfobaiy 
ttea^^--^  But/  (aaid  tbe  Attornay-general)  ^  yoa 
will  MpMate  t&e  tsemntriev;^ — ^yoa  aMaoiptaii^afil 
of  lagblatim.'-^I  dtadaia  tbe  adva««aga  of  a« 
lltafioBfthat  aquld  be  praearvad  only  by  oiur  aer<» 
vUty.  Owr  Unw»  ^vfai  of  eoanaon,  of  equal  Intar^* 
est  J  and  was  to  be  suppwied  by  amtaal  joaiics 
MdLfiaod:iaiUu 

f^Xb^  oiiSttnMtof  tbe  right  bonotabk  Maaa^ 
boTy  itbiit  a  ftegoat  of  Eoglaad  eould  aapersedi 
tbe  Bogaat  of  Ireland^  was  ao  ootrage  upoaov 
indei^dwce^  and  laast  exuita  tbe  oonteupt  of 
evfWy  .IrislHMp« 

«<Sq  liar  am  I  from  thinking  the  two  Hoosea 
competent  to  make  aoy  act  previous  to  the  Be^ 
glHOcyj  it.  is  my  opioiooi  tbey  ought  to  make  no 
aeton  the  subject^  even  when  tbe  Regent  is  in  pes- 


ftr  whom  I  have  thb  highest  respebt/  [Mt.  BrnX- 
tan]  seemed  to  compare  the  preseiit  ease'  U ''the 
Revoluth)B ;  but  the  cas^s  were  differtnt  i-^^ihere 
the  Throne  was  vacant,  bat  liere  liot^— ^flb^ne  a 
restricted  power  was  to  be  given  to  thi^Trhiee^^ 
here  an  onlimited  one ;— rf^ere  the  person  to  reeeir^ 
ihe  Regal  powers  was  purely  elected  ;  kete  he  b 
received  from  the  authority  of  an  irresiirtKbl^  cmiiti- 
totional  designation ;  there  it  was  a  compact  ifesde 
by  ncgoeiation  with  the  people  i-^kereftis  a  trust 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution.  ' 

'  ^But  the  right  honorable  Membiy  thihki  -the 
law  necessary,  to  ascertain  the  period  of  the 
power  to  the  continuance  of  the  incapiaeilj^ -*« 
First,  he  must  be  completely  Regent,  befem  h% 
can  assent  to  such  a  btU:~-and  if  eoy  h^>ttfty 
mftase'tfaat  assent.  Are  we  then,  wittiont'-smy  se^ 
ettrity  in  ease  of  His  Majesty's  reeoverjr9>  iQero 
tainly  not.  The  constitotional  neeessttif  tlMifc  dn^ 
atesthe  Regent,  limits  his  conttnuaiiee.  If  the 
King  be  restored,  his  right  to  the  Regal  power  re- 
vives  with  his  capacity ;  and  the  exercise  of  it  by 
any  other  individual,  would  be  tisurpatUm  and 
treason. — ^The  case  is  provided  for  by  an  higher 
authority,  the  law  of  Edward  III. 

<^We  would   not  be  wise  in  seeking  to  give 
anthority    to   the   first  principle  of  the   constito. 


tif^it  ^  ^  ^  siatut^a  thai  seeuired  tlH(  Gir^vji^ 
b|;.9stou)pa(ct  .with  the  Eegent^  M'hich  ultimately. 
1l9»  might  refuse  to  ratify,  and  justly  refuse,  when 
lie  was  in  possession  of  a  power  to  which  it  wa» 
Ificident  to  ^sent  or  dissent  at  his  discretion. — l 
As  for  fiy  pa^rt^  I  think  it  that  kind  of  apprehen* 
sl^  which  itia  scarcely  decorous  to  anticipate. 
])f  a  vtan  could  suppose  even  the  possibility  of  such 
a;da«lger,»  eonaidering  the  part  which  thatiUustriT 
mis  personage  bad  already  acted.;  but  if  it  was  «t 
al(  to  be  looked  at,  the  laws  already  in  force  hi^4- 
abundantly  provided  for  it — Ho  new  law  couH 
^d  toj  that  pirovision. — I  therefore  hope, the  Qoose 
will  not  adopt  a  measure  that  can  have  no  po^sib^ 
Iteration. — But  as  to  a  subsequent  law^  I  Jbav^, 
IHgyfcfljMtA  thiose  remarks  merely  for  the  co^sider^r 
tion^  of  gentlemen. — As  to  the  present,!  I  am  decid-^ 
ed.  The  House  seems  decided,  with  a  >»ry  few. 
•xueptions,.  tjbat  an  act  is  impossible  and  ahsordy 
ud  that  the  Address  proposed,  is  the  only  expo- 
disnt  that  can  be  adopted." 


..» 
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Mb.  GRATTAN  rose  latB  ia  the  debate^  iumI 
Uitts  spoke : 

^^Mb.  Speaker, 

^*  I  SHALL  endeavour  to  recall  the  minds  of  gen^ 
tlemen  to  the  present  posture  of  the  debate  ;<— wo 
fiave  gained  ground  in  the  argument,  the  Hffuta- 
tions  are  not  defended— they  are  mot,  it  is  true, 
jgirenup;  they  are  alleged  to  be  inte^ded^  And 
acknowledged    to    be    indefensible;      pra[ffMed, 
scouted,   and  adhered  to— 4tnd  in  tl|Q  eoBtempi 
into  which  this  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Gaatle  has 
f&llen,  the  vile  insinuations  of  intended  prodi^ 
litjf  and  pervertied  bounty — (insinuations  mallei, 
ously  whispered  against  a  great  personagej^hava 
also  fallen,  and  remain  in  the  contempt  they  de- 
serve.   Bo  far  the  plan  stands  condemned  in  ibs 
opinion  of  its  principal  supporters*    But  gentle- 
men who  cannot  defend  their  own  measures,  im- 
peach ours,  and  tltey  recur  to  that  yilo  common- 
place, and  antiquated  cant,   ever  resorted  to  by 
men  concerned    in    unconstitutional    attempts — 
^^  the  connection  is  in  danger  by  our  proceeding.^ 
Hffw?  prove  it — ^by  resorting  to  the  line  of  soc- 
ceaision?  His  Royal  Highness,  the  heir  a|iparep(. 
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"witli  nrreBistiUe  elaims  to  the  Regency^  tbe  choice 
<of  Chreat  Britain^  and  a  middle  tcfm  between  the 
two  baiioni  ?  No ;  folly.  preromptioBy  do  not  at- 
tempt to  call  that  nomination  a  step  to  separate 
from  England.  Is  it  then  by  appointing  him  with 
ftdl  regal  anfhority  ?  No ;  the  railers  on  the  sab* 
ject  of  connection  now  affect  an  indifference  on 
ihe  subject  of  limitation:  is  it  by  appointing  bip^ 
at  this  time?  Idle  and  trifling;  what^  so  many 
ihodths  after  the  royal  indisposition-^-after  the 
tiasiness  had  terminated  in  Great  Britain,  in  the 
choice  at  least  of  the  same  person..  No ;  but  then 
gentlemen^  it  is  done  by  address—it  is  the  mode 
against  which  they  direct  their  indignation :  and 
arguments,  which  were  intended  to  be  applied  in 
favoui*  of  limitations^  are  now^  and  with  equal 
folly/applied  against  proceeding  by  address  ; — ^but 
t^e  refutation  of  evefy  objection  to  tbe  addresa 
proposed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  monstrous  schema 
ithich  the  enemies  of  this  address  have  con- 
ceived, and  would  endeavour  to  impose  on  the 
country. — 

^^  A  bill  passed  without  a  third  estate,  without 
an  Irish  Regent,  and  without  any  authority  from 
the  Irish  Parliament,  to  give  the  royal  assent ;  but 
the  arguments  advanced  in  the  support  of  thiy 
plan,  are  worse  by  far  than  the  plan  itself.  We 
have  been  told  that  the  Regent  named  by  the  Par- 
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lismeot  ^f  Great  BrituD,  before  he  is  adapted,  by 
Ifelaad,  jp  competent  to  ^?e  the  royal  asflieit  to 
an  Irish  bill— we  hare  bew,  told  that  a  Sritjsb  Re* 
gIBQt  ia  con^temt  to.  supersede  a  Begemt  appoio^d 
by  Ireland — ^we  have  been  told,  that  thp  British 
Ocmveatioii  «sy  w^ke  a  law  for  Irel^od-^they 
mayi  we  are    told,  make  a    Regent^  and  that 
Begtiat  Biay  supersede  one  who  has  been  made 
tiy  B-etond ;  that  is,  he  may  set  aside  the  aipt 
of  oor  eoDBtvyy  by  virtue  of  an  authority  derived 
frQiB»  the  Brikisb  Parliament;  thus  for  the  right 
jMioraUe    memberi  l^y.  the  juggle  of  a  crown- 
lawyer^  restored  the  suprepiaoy  of  the  British  Far- 
,]talnflnt  ^fet  this  fcingdom-*-he  has  done  this  by 
ifdayiiig  tricks  with  si^s  and  seals,  and  confound- 
ing, the  stamp  of  anthori^  with  authority  itself;  he 
Ims  proceeded  in  criminal  error  to  such  a  ra^hjand 
desperate  excess,  as  to  attack  the  ascertained  privi- 
leges of  our  Parliament,  and  the  dearest  rights  of 
his  cottiitry — be  has  endeavoured,  by  his  argument, 
to  take  away  horn  this  country  the  power  of  choos- 
ing a  Begent,  and  has  sought  to  cast  an  air  of  si% 
ridicnlto,  and  trifling  seorn,  on  her  appointment; 
and  has  also  endeavoured,  with  equal  error  and 
temerily,  to  gixre  to  another  the  power  of  imposing 
«  Regent  upon  yoo,  and  by  its  own  authority^^-and 
lieiilfainks  he  has  sscfeedtd  to  prove  h^  dejiperats 
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^oneladioosi^  when  W  shews^  w  iknctea  he  AeW§, 
^at  the  undoubted  rights  oY  this  country  tmj  be 
destroyed;   and  alt  the  pedantry  of  Itegal  fom 
punctiliously  adhered  to ;— ^these  forms  of  oSee  bt 
sets  tfp  agaiifist  the  Substance  of  tfaejiriTikge  of  fbte 
people^  and  in  the  place  df  the  real  oflAial'atithority; 
and  because  the  inSividual  may  not  Aver  ag^bitft 
certain  marks  and  tokens^  he  thinks  tke  PiiriliiU 
ment  of  this  country^  like  a  subjisct)  equally  bound 
and  concluded,  not  enal)led,  he  supposes,  to  dn- 
quire  how  'such  'marks  have  been  sAxedto  pvUic 
acts;  and  what  is  the  condition  of  the  authority 
iiheyare  supposed  to  represent  ?  With  equal  ^s^ 
and  equal  error  to  the  abuse  of  legal  knowledgjO^ 
and  in  defiance  of  iHe  lawsof  the  land,  faaye  we  be^ 
told  that  his  Majesty  legislates  in  Ireland  as  King 
of  Great  Britain.    The  ailment  we  haiFo  heavA 
to-night,  in  itd  first  step,  has  introduced  oiN)r  ^fa 
realm  the  atrtbority  of  the  British.  Pariiameiit  elr 
GdUVention,  and  In  its  next  desperate  effwt^  has 
taken  away  from  this  realm  the  authority  nfiht 
King  of  Ireland ; — ^tbe  statute  laws  of  this  coualiy 
pass,  according  to  this  argument,  wiilh^mt  the  eM» 
sent  of  the  Ring  of  Ireland.    The  Kuig  of  iielMui 
-is  not  a  part  of  the  Irish  legislature,  we  are  graTefy^ 
confidently  told,  in  a  strain  of  legal  peif^leitityv 
^quibble  and  mii^take.    Tike  hms  of  your  Mxmktf 
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tell  «^  ihMt  Him  erowft  of  Iretud  is  M  iH^^wMl 
erorvm— the  claim  of  rig^'wBidi  ^flMi  pntfferMi 
aiBttaSy  that  the  King,  Lordfl  and  OotnMRa-  M 
Ireland  are  the  only  body  ooidpetent  to  ttimke  Ulwb  : 
have  we  said  this ;  and  pledged  oar  U^eo  anA^for- 
tunes  to  thts^  that  we  should  *oW|  vAik  Ihe  nen- 
ber^  say,  that  the  King^  'Loi^s  i^fl  Goflmoasare 
not  >eomp«tent  io  Make  lawsP    thai   the    King 
of  Ireland  is  no  part  of  this  legislatare^  thai  it  is 
the  King  of  Oreat  BritaiAy  or  ratter^  tiie  great 
Mai  of  lingland,  and  (he  Lords  and  OomttOM 
of  Ireland,  who  are  the  competent  legislators? 
If  this  argument  be  tme,  Ireland  has  no  King,  #r 
hit  King  has  no  legislative  anthority ;  if  this  ar« 
ganieint  bo  true,  the  royal  assent  g^von  itt  BaiUa- 
ment,   is  an  idle  eeremony,  and  (he  bill  bindo 
the  subject,  even  thongh  that  assent  shotdd  bo 
wi^held. 

^*  fineh  So  the  monster  that  Inks  been  oomposed 
in  lilace  of  the  old  constitution,  by  the  force  of 
rash  asoertaons,  and  legal  juggle,  assaming  4ha 
name  of  law  argumeni.  Aocording  to  this  doc- 
trfhe,  4h6  'great  seal  of  Great  Britain  is  not  mm 
iMttament  to  authenticate  the  Irish  biH,  but  does 
import,  and  'opersAes  as  the  royM  assent  in  Ire- 
land ;  am)  thongh  the  King  is  deolared  by  Pmrlia- 
nteM  to  bo  ineapable  of  giving  the  r^;yal  aasenty 
and  though  this  eouotry  has  named  no  Regent  or 
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tbo  sronimal'Of  fi&glliiod.    Tbii  k  tht  siibstann 
ef  kuiilMtruie.. 

«  The  Bieab^r  bautet^s  a  Utde  at  ilM  eoayiiiitf 

of  fciUKmni  aooelwaiis,  and  not  restoring  at  last 

M  be  4id  at  Ihrst,  to  aflim  tiiat  a  liUl  booad  the 

iral^JMtts  of}    imland,  pievidi^.  the  gmai  9«al  af 

GwenJL  Biltaiti.  wa$  aeae^f^ed,  wan  tiM>a^  it  4i4. 

net  veeaMK  the  Myal  ataaoir  ia  Fjurliajneat,    be 

clMmgfiellbi  l»ai8  4^.Uttks  and  aaya,  thai -the  great 

aeal  eC  Gfeat  Btitaia  k  theocgao  rf  iheirej^M>* 

sent  in  Ireland ;  and  frc^  this  be  wisbeg  jjrea  le . 

eonelade,  what  he  ought  nfrt  to  advance^  tbatr  the 

royal  asseat  so  eoaveyedi  mast  be  the  royal  assent 

of  the  king  of  Great  Britain — that  is^  that  the  king 

of  Ireland  givte  no  aeaeet  Mi  all,  and  is  no  part 

of    our    legislature^      The   offensive  conelusiooa 

drawn  from  his  arguments^  make  the  sophistry  on 

which  these  arguments  are  found  less  an  pI^efDt  ef 

attention. 

^^  He  tella  you^  tbat  an  aet,  in  178S,  veets  the 
royal  aasent  ia  the  Iftritiah  Grown.  He  resorts  to 
the  actf  and  finds  it  is  essertiwi  net  4hf  act, 
which  4r^flik  the  nog^iM#eBt.4n.jybe<  Brit}«jk  Cmivb^ 
The  eel  says^.  thetsueh  hilU  as  irfltwA  tat  Jvplwidf 
upder- the. great  ^seal  of  Bpglatidr  eealtaifdi  and 
aoee  othcjr^  ahall  |Ms  4  that  is|  ••t  that  thf^  hawa 


i^a«Ily  passed  by  cmning  {b^Iri^ii^'"irtdcl^'ft« 
^at  seal^  but  that  saeb,  and  widi  ooly^'^re  in  t 
eapadty  to  pais;  'tte  aet  iliakist  ^KSmsnt  fob^i. 
sions^  all  whieb  must  take  plwe  beMM^^Mr  IriOb 
isaQ  pass  into  a  lai¥ ;  they  must  'retiirfl  tof  ttiis  leotin* 
tty ;  they  mmt  return  without  alteratioo,  iud  they 
ttast  tt^uru  uuder  the  great  sea)  of  Great  BkitaasBi 
tisoal;  attd  then^  says  the  right  hooorable  genMe^ 
luan^  they  are  the  law;  but  I  tell  hitt ttey  an 
not  the  law ;  they  are  then  qualified  to  Mcilv^tfli 
royal  assent^  without  whieh  they  caanot'^IlaV; 
that  royal  assent  is  the  assent  of  IBbib  ^Ktug  ^ 
Iteland,*'  .      m     >    .    . 


The  Attorn  by-General  again  rose 

^^  I  beg  leave  to  remind  the  right  faondrablc 
gentleman^  that  these  very  objections  were*  stated 
to  him  at  the  time  he  made  the  act^  and  if'fbe 
great  seal  of  England  is  by  the  act  rendered 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  passing  of  Irish 
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^lAW^yJy^'v^M  Iw  ud  Bot  I  Uui|r  «w4<^ ttfff* .  ^ 
WW  one  nf  ttni  fruien.  of  tliii  \kw.  The  obr 
JBCtionft  wlikh.  be  has  been  pleaMd.  to  make  4p 
nqr  angoamity  wese  nia^e  to  }m  hUl.  by  J^ 
Xlood  before. U  pae«efl  inM>A'l»w«  The  ofagiMi* 
tions  appelated  4m  your  joornal }  and  ther^ore^'ip 
MrgfiiQg"apo9  this  law^  I  muet  look  into  4b^ 
0ta*»te  hooky  and  ^^4  enqoira  of  the  right  faonor* 
Able.  gen4lf»nAn  virha^  were  hfa  intentions  H^ 
lAiMng  it* 

•^<il  .Ind  Jin  the  etatate  book  that  th«  great 
seal  of  EUigland  mast .  be  afflixed  to  Irish  acj^f^ 
before  the  King's  lieutenant  can  give  the  rqyfl 
assent  to  them  here ;  and  if  this  deserves  all  the 
emphatic  displeasure  which  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  it^ 
let  him  look  iiUo  the  .atatnte  book  there ;  there 
he  will  find  his  own  wisdom ;  and  in  a  court  of 
laWy  or  even  the  House  of  Commons,  I  should 
be  laughed  at  if  I  were  to  argue  not  from  the 
law  as  I  find  it  in  the  statute  book,  but  from 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's  meaning  when 
he  framed  it.  I  never  said  the  great  seal  of  Eng« 
land  made  the  law,  but  the  great  seal  of  England 
is  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  warrant  and  authority  tox 
passing  the  law,  and  without  which  yonr  act  de- 
alares  n.o  law  shall  pass. 


M  Sir,  any   votM    vtA   KMhMnte   «fe 
^ted',  InfeTKAr  -MiM'trM  tt«'«riifiira'i^f  iTclairf 
was  mergM  wM  «ilttiigM»Mii  in  Aat'^i^  B^^ni ; 
Kd^  I  ^y  'tMit  Ihe  twwh  of  fMlitttf  is^iH  ib^erid 
croim  hi  itself/  AlM  '^berti,  hfimt  onrtf^Mr^'  tbe 
greirt'settl  tof  IBnglitM'iii  nbt  na#e  mftlttialj?-  Tbt 
KSng  ttttts'M  King  of  Iceland,  iM  optiib  fty  liii 
great  Aeal  t(f  Ireland,    if  1li6  t^fal  lioDtfMblr  gm- 
iTenittn^s  «et  bad  ran  tinjs:  'Tfaatiwltill'sliitaM 
pttss;  unless  it  was  returned  nndferiliepsteili^  of 
England/  and  that  a  eontnitsion'shonld  fittis binder 
()ie  gr^atseal  of  Ireland  for  ghrfng  tho  vbgriAliisAtat, 
theh'tbe  law  woold  have  hetii  what' be  tttiW'libued 
it  oufht  to  he ;  bat  if  there  is'a  defiict'in  0tir^bcw, 
on  hid  head  be  it.     He  «ii|ght  hETe'faaA^'fbe  ^tet 
•eal  ttf  finglani),  as  a  proof  that  the  J^m'taJ^klSbd 
mider  the  consideration  of  Bh  MkjeOjfm  ^iSSiiX, 
and  he  might  have  the  great  seal  of  ^IfMhkiJv  ai 
aattiorit^  for  passing  the  bill  into  a  law.  ''  '^    '  ' 

^^  And  now,  if  the  right  bonofable 'gc^Min 
is  founded  in  his  objections  to  the  miaikfnn*  of 
passing  bills  nnder  bis  own  ikW^  I  hope  'itwiH 
be  a  lesson  to  bim  toot*  to  '  precipitate  greict  and 
important  mefeisures.  When  that  act  vn^  before 
tbis  Boase^  a  gentleman,  who  ibr  twenty  years 
bad  made  th^  law'  of  Poyning's  his '  peeniiar 
study,  [Mr.  Flood]  made  the  fonowing  obj^ieffons 


yfim  h«fe  4fkm»  lArUtfftfh  i^fifiwn^  to Jaauuit,  fui 

ttiftjk  ijt  b»ji,  bf^D  «>  v|;pQ^tni«te4  W  ^  I^^vq  ijt 
4,Q^bt&l>    vvhet})fvr  by  .cootrav^nipg   tfie  >,^  jof 
?f>i|rWiS'#>  H  i«  not  ^e«|fatile  of  beeowupg  tl|p 
liVlf  fff  ^  bu)d,  and  frbetber  it  is  i^pt  ijpfo  /h^ 
lutil  /uid  vojd.    l^bat  it  bath  inplicU^y  eonfirne^ 
•Utiifi  p^ajifiouf  mriAfiplm  of  t^e.«jDeiro,t  canr 
ai^fftifN^  .  TiTji^wi^  r^povii^  nwiiy  of  tbeir  ^t. 
li^Uu     Thi^  it  bath  at  prwisioff  to  tal(e  ^ way 
f^^  ifnp  fmj  coifQfil  of  Ireland  tbe  ijinoofi^ 
t|^Qii;4  VpV^t  of  aq|im4^  bk\\Mj  npr  rejitpce 
to.  Pavlianeft  tbe  capacity  of  originatiiig  biUf^ 
That,  contrary  to  tjbe  fs^cprew  UfWf  of  ovr  ad- 
4]t^8.of  the  IjBtb  vf  4ipril  last,  U  haib  ^ft  to 
tlbe  J^^  «wmU  tb«  power  of  ist«pp;iDg  jM^b. 
That  U  bfkth.taloft  froip  the  Cr^wn  ihm  p^wey 
of  doing  tba^  wbieb*  by  the  )av  of  PoyiH^;^ 
itself)  tbe    King  eoald  have  done^    namely,  of 
giving  tbe  royal  dissent,  as  he  doth  tbe  royal 
absent,  in  tbe  only  method  known  to  the  consti. 
tation,  viz.  openly  and  fully  in  Parliament ;  and 
thereby  hath  deserted  tbe  first  principle  of  the 
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nation^  to  wit^  a  aimilar  canstitatioii  vitli  Bug. 
land ;  and  a  siniilar  fate;  and  thitt,  by  are«HiAued 
medley  of  old  and  new  law,  it  leaves  a  doubt 
whether,  in  just,  legal  constraetion,  irilsr  elear 
and  unexceptionable  method  will  remauiy  for 
carrying  on  the  wo  A  rflcgliflation  iri  fte  Par- 
liament of  this  kingdom;  IfWtf  respect  «»  tkt 
6th  of  George  t.  tre  ihost  lament'  tttk^  ttoegk 
in  h6pe  that  to  quiet  the 'pedple,  thiv  HoMe, 
without  ha^ng  read  or  geen  the  tctitf^re|^l, 
have  declared  that  the  Brilish  ParlUiftMt  \as 
futly,  finally  and  irreTOcaWy,  atkndwWdged 
our  sole  and  exclufifive  tight  tb  malcef  1a«%  for 
Belaud  in  all' cases,  external  as' wdl  *«tinl6ihia!; 
y^t  \krc!  have  much  ground  to  dbiAt  fliilr-faalik"not 
been'  suflicientTy  done,  and  to  billed  ti&t'the 
people  of  Ireland  are  growing  nkiM  «iP' ffaat 
opinion.^^  -    .. .  ).i 

<^  And,  therefore,  Bir,  I  am  not  tdr  Mipt^ 
upon  the  law  as  it-  should  have  Been^  Mflie 
right  honorable  gentleman^s  opiddn,  bdH'  aa^'lfae 
tigfait  honorable  gentleman  made  IL  IS'M  Mde 
it  erroneously,  the  error*  is  his,  not  nlliiei^*  >  '* 


OA  W)  tti9rvC»nii9it|9ii  of,/^t  ^i\  he  %]1u^efi^,  to. 
9e  «)io9\a:  know  i*  WM  i>(d4  W',J4I\$»  ^  ^np 
4B%wn    by  rtho   ^moft  jwi^titDtiofMkl  tfiwyer  .thftt 

bm  ii;m«  ito .p^vqiii  tlie  sapprwioa. /of  9|9r.J^U^ 

i^  thi|  BojjjU^  pr  Jris^;  ^Qd.iiw^^iDt;^ded.,jlo 

miii)f4...jll^}gr^  cf^al  of  EogUpd  t0  be  ,fat9P3f£^« 
"W^  1^14  ^fftt,  M  tlie-menAer  waiild  ai^^g^tp  ip. 
ii^QSO  IJiii^l^  ceremiHiy.  $  "^^  foaod  4t    TJk  lair 
not    being  sufficient  to  warrant    the    n^pnibca^'s 
.4<|^^iqe>   k^.«rQ99rta  tofwtify.  bisiniacoii^^^on 
tfk  ^  api^niei^tt  aa  giving  tim  trae  interpreta- 
4lfny^.W|b^b^l»^9W^^    he  reads  front  4fu^aU, 
.«t4t  WJ^ifb  app«Mrfl,.tQ.  have  been  rig«icte4;  and 
for  wlueli'  ^,  a^lijj^wledges  he  did  apt  vote,;  and 
this  b  the  way  he  supplies  construction  and  ex- 
planation for  the  statutes  of  his  country.    If  the 
bill  he  alludes  to  is  defective^  he  is  more  guilty 
ihaa  I  am ;  for  he  was  then  in  Parliament^  an 
iMSute  lawyer^  lyhose  business  it  was  to  examine 
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the  phraieotogy '  of  "ymttr  bftli'.  "Met  Mbr  now  tell 
m,  tint  vtity  WH|  i^tfit^  iMlqlM  MiiMr  xHmr- 
nrari^,  Afrd  -for  -wMch  lt(!"'«iM6d/  l|i/s  il«niA'  Ae 

'miseliier,  sid'tKat  lC"f»  «idt'>''Miv«piQrv«M*^  <«Bd 
ddspierfttfr.  -  fexplkiMtlioB  -biil"^' iftHtf'  ^#iMlr'.  be 
•i)^^t)H«!d,    4Mr%tf^'dei«Mif«(l'*tlV»s<ii4ik;«o. 
narebjr?'  ttft  MlfftiftebMHil  atft-#|riHA«hnlM:it«tad 
hy  an  aDK>iiAiB«it  ^liieli  M  «{)tMf«»a^  fcafl -wMiili 
smeteMtetftv  ^Mii  i!Kaltti»«d>    tbef '<tiiU^  aii!#i»cr 
IS«  ptfrjpose;  for  the  *1iaMik<ihVB<it!4nfitfMlltmpi 
lb  alle^,  that  the  toyH  ai«s^W  MP<lbe''4Bil|»  of 
Tt6Tft1ltt  il  iM>t  given,  knd'  gliF«a  'tiMlj*^  -f^tifi*. 
iaexkj    hai  tlitt  the   bill  doni  hot^MM»n:  Is're- 
««iv«  the   r6yal  disleiit  Uhewia«'i{tt'^B«i4iMlMit. 
No' than    said    then,  hot*  did- th« '''MfeeMlHait 
itrempi  tb*  ittSiiirtiAte,  that  the  ro^  .^mmm» -was 
tfhppli^  hy'the  great  seal  of  Bbgllaalilv  «n^  Old 
luiy  man  object   to  the  act  of   178S,  of'ttfT'oT 
l^oyni^g^i  beeatne  reqairing  the'^attthrfSfiettion 
of   the  great 'seal  of    Bagltint;    *Vriijr  4M  tb«j 
Hot  ibj«et?    b^eattse  they 'kM«r  j^eel1y4'««It 

'  that  the  great  seal  was  only  an  «i^ftiBi3iMl^<«aii- 
ttbctioii,  and  was  hot  what  thifc  hieiiilMi'«lfete%  a 
tftibs(iMtl»  for  die  tt^Al  aisettt.  The  rigbi  isowtt. 
ibie  genttettaah  Ihesoftb  to' tftoHim:  if«Vlttn*-or 
tecognitioTi',  tvhieh  'prbve«'  wha^  do  boify  -^oAkt, 
the  annexAtiiMi  of  the  ert)wfa,  'mnd'^icfb -pnurM 
and   ascertains   also^  what  he  has  atteaipted  lb 


tives  altlie  if^pdruA xmim ^  Bogla^*    Tlfe  9«t 

df  Hcmtjr  Till/  eommfMly'  ciDed,  tbe  A^t  <if  An- 

ifcegtAlitvy  |^VM*Md>M<Mrtiitii8  iMrhii^jtbe  «ii(mb6r^9 

«tgmiie«4^  ntiM  49nj-^hfi^  nwifdvon,  pi^pwUai, 

aid  fgm}ffMrt$  ^  Aer Iriih  erqiini.    Tile  olyeet 

^fHiai!a4fcii^«:q[Mlef6ed  to  lieji-i^riMiBta  eottJMing 

46tw%  this  f^riMApta  of  his  itiigydiiKiq^i  fer  «ie 

«0i.«iet9  f0rtb  ike  );ea#mi  eff  Us  beifft  jatder^in 

-/e^r  t«  TAige-in  tbta^nindt  of  the  .people  of!  |re- 

toM^.lfti&  M4M>t!i|y  of  the  lord  tbereef^  the  Jor4« 

^f'U  tteatM  into  an  impetiil  w»wik  njan^pd^ 

iMit  noi  iMvg^d  into  tbftt  of  England,  wi|h  all  tli6 

^dlgpittetrpiopAvUH^  and  pt^ogaUves  d-  an  Un* 

pMrM'WWowni  s«>  ihal  the  idea  erf  4irMlwig .  apdi 

i^M^viog  fA\  the  regal  propertiM  of  tbe  Ktag 

df  iMland^  HA  pOfti  jMi^u  vitii  the  Mea  of  ttt^ 

ne«alion»      ' 

*  ^^  The  right  honoHMe  ^Headier  bmvif;  fluted 

/4d  gkte  UffA  rflMon%  proceeds  to  gi?e  political 

'  ones  far  ki»  (^ntton;  and  he  teHs  you  that  tfcto 

rttHAeetiohi  of  tbe  tiM  kingdoms  depanda  on  the 

lomwntkm  of  the  erowns  :   he  is  right,  >at  thnk 

4it  siide9  a  liMe,  a»d  he  melts  down  nonejui^ti 

into'dependence,  Md  dependanca  Uito«  exiinotfon. 

.fie  iaytf^  yonr  ikMdom.exfats  in  the  indnpendenee 

of  yomr  Par%avient>  ^andyoon.  eomf^tipn.m  tfie 


iMreyotu^  and-MOt  more  likely  to  ipw.ir<Mc,Ajbi«xfl^ 
team  JMd  ttiieoDBtiilntMHial  datilrifWf,;w)|i<jk|  .^ 
night  we  hare  heard^  than  from  .imy.jyUllB^JiM* 
Uihe  King  ia  the  bond  of  nnion^^AAyuiN^ackfaliia 
natentinl .  pvofiertyy  •  hia  k^ffeHt^tiw  nv^i^yjfHt^ 
ahove  aU^  hia  eriitoncei  nocb  na  we  h^ffudiM!^ 
ilia  dintrineofihiaBighito.be^muatbej|J^PiMeiNb- 
tack  OB  .that  unioDi  and^n  the  |iM^oM<o£^t)MiMih- 
j/m^f  80  noeoasaiy  to  pvotevye.  that  mim  jniMr 
ateidy.itiMl  apfffovod  attaehmwt  V)i  ^  Mnwnnimi 
.iuntly  oCithaur  Sovereign*  ,.^.    ,,      ., 

.<^  It ia.a^^nat  dbiiefiAion  to  the.ditetraw^oifikw 
Mgjkt,  ftat  it  tendo  to.  deaivoy  aUe^LiMAisiviChe 
ipeoplAof  tl|M  GWUM;f;y  witl  bis.  loyal  tq  tjknitrJiing,; 
httiwtont  yon  tat  up.  bimhlies  in.  hia  plMO-rtwJbea 
9ws^l  o^-phnntqma  whioh  OAP/gm#».fiiKlf|a. 
ijifmi  and  are, only,. the  s^ampa  of.  ^thfr^i— 
whra^  inatead  of  the  Royal  family  wearing  the 


Iriftb«raim^4hey  WBt4ireeted.toeimten|^l«l#t  m 
the  ol:geet  of  aflfection,  an  offleer  with  the  fjMit 
0mI  itt'bis  liMiA*-*--walL  the  «diiKata  for  s&ch  a 
dectfine  woamm  fot^  Ahe-iaSeelieiieiofvHia  Miqm* 
iy^a  aiibiecfia  Hif  irekiD49^Tkoa  ^rplmeA  aidt" 
eoiiftiQttded- hy  eignab  ia«lead  •  cf.  prineea^'' a«i 
thetdead  Idtleref  ao«bwity  instead  of  the  living 
objeett  of  affi^tioii;  The  people  have  a  pride 
Ur  their  SLiag,  and' will  Mt  trmsflir  their  love; 
btit,  on  Ihb'  coatravy^  WiU  kiodle  at  the  -quiMIe 
that  Wield 'eet  in  hk  plaee  the.  gpeat  eeely  fie«a 
ofaje«t  of  their  allegiance^  aod  the  rahetitete'  aa 
tifefa*  ^Bloaatoh. 

<«Thi^  dtetriee  h  th6  mere  eriaiDal^  I  have 
edd^-io«  ite^ieenMqueeees^  heeaeae  it  eet»  out.  wUha 
profsDrfoa^  that  the  great  hoiid  of  eooiteetieiirit 
the  King.  It  mentioiiB,  I  have  esid,  that  the 
eounirtes  are  kept  together  by  tlie  Monaich  :-^ 
harviifg  inade  eoeh  a  profeeeioii^  it  entrnguiihce 
that*  'botid  ^  eBioD^  the  Mooafeh  of  Ir«taii4; 
and  extingaishea  with  hhn  the  aflhetioBe  of  his 
^^ple/attaelied  to  his  pereon  and.&iaily^  I  aay^ 
eactmgtiiaheciy  09  VMily  meaaa  to  tranrfbr-  ttnua 
te-  the  eflclal  stamps  by  jrhieh  he  aot^y  as^ 
whieh  can  exeite  no  passioDi  eoniimod  ne  alle- 
gianee^  and  give  no  proteetiov;  aadwhieb,  wheai 
settftthe  plaiee  of  the  King^  .revolt  4he  feelings 
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miit'<af  liU  foi»ti79  whea  aiiisii  a  l^iciwi-  qiukble^ 
iiitliepliet  ol  t|i»:  Ir^h  erowa,  if?i»flir^)^iw 
eontenKplatiiMi;  nmd  sadi  a  wretefaed  phantim.ii 
pMteDdiod?  not  to  conmuiid;  but  tp.bitiH^/tliti^* 
«^*  of  >  ufigaioA  people  I — Depend  0^9.  i^  tfw 
iiyiiiMt  does  oot.go  more  to  extiqsiiUh  tibeKii^g 
of  Ireland^  than  the  allc^ianee  of  tl|B  Irish  n^tfyypj 
they  will  net  be  loyal  to  the  EogUsl^  9l»aii|nUw^. 
Bor  to  the  Jfioglish  gieat  seal^  nmr  the  o^onpt^oC 
the  aowoi  EngUsh  o|r  Irisby  wbovn  ^qp^,^ 
ttfide  the  Mtoisters  of  the  will  of  Uie..  ]^pi|||qi(|yp 
Thejr  deioaad  a  real  Uviiig  object  of  4^^iy|H||, 
sad  expeet  it  not  ip  the  fletion^.lwt  A^^.UfAXf^^i 
their  Qovoreigo,  in  the  House  of  BniMlfl^^  .^^ 
IJDvedilftry  Kioss,  hy  the  laws  and  codc 
this  realm. 

^  These  erown  lawyers  that  andermian  ibs^  i 
Ibrone  are  not  awsM  of  the  mischief  oC.thw 
oUbo^Yedoetrine;  they  do  not  know, wliat.^»J»r 
able  passions  fli^  exting«iri^  wjhjtt  |«iiicipleef 
attraction  they  destroy; they  depot  eimaidvMK 
efpet  of  theiK  iff histigr  on  the  human  n^ndi  fipd  it^ 


Mlii  ^eiMliiiltll'' eiMiMi^^  Ami  ilMMt  tf 
every  subject;  he  cinaot  deteei,  {i^tkttpe,  IHH 
b«  retelfi  i^lke  errors  af  lueh  ^oetifM^^eirf  ^luue 
frottl'^Aa^tMifl  tetup'iir  tke  plaee  of  ^iio0«>  ae4 
ref[i9«d  fiift  allc^iiiBee'te  UTalSy  ^Wlieh-tiie  ffedelili  ' 
of  tlie  profesgion  a^aiiee  in  tiie  |Atee  of  "Vki 
eorereigo  of  Ifelend;  or  (be  family  of  itieir  scr.' 
vertflgn. 

"C^  Gould  I  agree  whh  the  principles  of^ihe  argd-^ 
metit  of  this  night  i  could  I  baflAsh  from  this  ques* 
tion  alt  recollection  of  the  royal  fainily  and  thif 
people;  could T  conceive  that  the  best  system  for 
Ireland  would  be  a  Oovemment  without  mo- 
nar<ildcal  power,  arid  a  Parliament  without  lieli- 
be'rative'  properties;  couTd  I  imagine^  that  on  the 
quesfion  of  an  Irish  Regency,  we  should  keep  clear 
of  two  considerations,  the  Begenl  of  the  king.* 
ctani>  and  only  attend  to  our  cionnection  with' 
dr^t  Britain,  ^et  I  should  abjure*  this  doctrine; 
and 'this  languiige,  as  faial  to  thfe  priAciplevt' 
should  think  that  they  brought  that  very  conneci 
tioh,  I  Will  not  say  into  danger,  huHhey^damp 
the  zeal  and  extinguish  the  ardour  of  ft,*  by  'ttie 
oflhn^ive  and  Wanton  manner  in'  which  i^uch  dbc- ' 
trines '  iiitrodoce  it*  Why  make  the  cohA'Sctiori 
with  England  a  wretched  theme  fOr  sophlstiy?— 
Why  make  its;  conlstant  oppdrtnnJt^f  i^oi^  i-^uke?' 
— Why  make  it  a  pretence  for  the  humiliation  of 
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dMginv BtoA  reaoii  ta.it. m  ft  .prelenee  fi^j9pold|iis 
Ike  ^people  aC  tr^land  P'^Wiby,  ii|jie|rQi|»t,a^pipiid 
dsy  tike'ihis^  iwUk  ]*0MteQi^4aetei|ie  tbi^al^ects 
'  to.gronttdi.itiMf.oii  thM.  MDOieotiooi  jM>f^liiclirit  is 
U^lj  pnindmal^  aod  teU  tiiQ||Bfi{p^  qf.Irebuid — 
^  Bo  OQt  deUberate ;  4a  npj;  indnlge  joor  tfifa^^enie 
ardour  to  ttie  rayai  fiimily ;  do  not  venture  tq.exer- 
eiM  alroe  will  in  fiivour  of  yoiar  prince (^.iqrait  for 
tiler  delerottnatiQiifl  of  mi|^|(/er.coaiitry^  and.  echo 
Hmm  i  wail  forih^  great  seal  of  tbat  coant^y^.^oar 
KHig^»-*?regi9teri  recite  1" 

i  M'  This  18^  ioeenfliiig  <me  coantiy  agninst  apmthei^ 
andmaktag  the  Britiab  naaie  ^n  orgi^n  foi;  thr^at^ 
wit  argoMnts ;  denunciations/  not  alfectiqii ;.  |ind 
in  (trdec  to  prove  the  offeoMveqew  of  «uc)^(|8a^fV 
let  me  suppose  that  the  British  nation  ifei^  to 
adopt  it,  and  speak  to  Ireland  in  the  langni^.of 
the'  Iridh  member.    How   should  we'  |«el^.  ^w 
abMld  we  resent?    but  comiiig.froai  soii|^.i^f  our 
body  it  is  less  inflammatory ;.aii4ij9t?iauthcy|i^^ 
country  gcDtkinan  io  this  bousei  wlio  is  not  by  such 
laugtiage  tnflanied;  roused  with  indignatloi^  not 
borne  down  by  conviction  ?  On  ks  own  priAAiples 
a  love  fm  the  connection. dteti^iet  ffiod  supar^or,  ta 
alle^aiifce  or  patrioUsin.^^J  eoodei^n  tins  j^iga- 
meiH--^I  tbiflk  the  eonneotion .  ^u^t  :be,.  the ,  first 
victim  of  it    I  will  bsAisli  for  a  moment  .from  my 


mind  tlie  prlneipTed-  of  ^pttMie  littae/  af  ikHegimcrf 
to  the  crown,  and  lovft  fo  tfati^  ]^dpte  ;  *  i  WiU  ftU 
low  Ifaat  sucb  a  questionastH^  ptlbsent  should  ^e 
ruled  exclbsively,  \iiiAi  a  view  lo  eonneetion ;  yel 
as  the  pubHt  tnind  fa  Hheady  impr^tia^  willi 
those  patriot  aiid  loyal  pMnei^^s,  atnd  as  w^'canu 
Bot  destroy  the  ctiminal  teiideiiey  of 'alt«giaiic» 
and  patriotisms  in'  tho  minds  of  oilr  fellow  sobjedU^ 
let  us  capitulate  wiihr  virtues 'Which  we'^eamiot  ax^ 
iirpate,  and  instead  of  placing'  tliem  ia  :otatraat^ 
let  US  set  thein  in  harmony  with  conn^ctian  ■■>tft 
your  countrymen  that  your  connection  with  Oreaf 
Sritain  is  the  source  of  her  iiiieT4gF--'-'^mak6.them 
proud  of  standing  by'  the  sid^e  <tf  -  Bn|^aBd^->*4eU 
them'  that 'air  their  ptesi#M  and  intenata  eanba 
completely  gratited  and  respectively  adhesedi  to 
with  the  strictest  eonformity  to  evary.pinncipl&^f 
connectidil ;  and  the  boldest  exeraise  of  fi»o^Sli^ 
and  the  nioblest  indulgence  of  every  lofal  tfftfctiAa^ 
are  perfectly  'ooaformable  to  the  eliisest  banda 
with  the  Btitish'  connecrfcion.    This  is  the  .way^tQ/ 
promote  the  eonneetion :    nations  ^le  gpvaraadi 
not  by  interest  only,  but  by  passion  als0 :  and  the 
pa$9sion  of  Ireland  is  freedom ;  so  much  her  pf^-» 
slott  is,  that  if  any  Parliament  could  bring  thi« 
nation,  bound  hand  and  fbot^  to  the  feet  <if  tha 
throne,  with  a  prafler  of  her  liburtiies,  a  wise 
monarcli,    who   loved  power,  woitld  jre)ect   the 


power  of  her  serfitddai  and  set  her  Am  to 
nand  her  abMlutely,  ,    ,  ^ 

^^  I  matt  abjure  the  impdticy  ot  the  argmneDt 
I  have  heard  thb  night-^bat  oo  j^ineiplea,  as 
well  at  policy^  I  nmat  .candemD ;  and  even  could 
I  have  hesitated  before  about  the  propriety  of  the 
Bieas^res  I  have  aidbmiMed^  ^et  now  I  shoidd  HMt 
it  indispensable  to  insist  upon  them,  beeaose  the 
doctrine  advanced  is  a  challenge  to  WU  Sooae  :— 
Tou  are  now  called  upon  to  assert  the  rights  of  your 
vionarchf^  to  maintain  the  existence  of  a  King  d 
Ireland^  and  the  imperial  rights  of_>hip,|mh 
crown;  it  is  no  longer  about  the  energy. c^'^« 
vernment,  important  as  that  question  may  bii;  it 
is  no  longer  a  question  about  the  dignity  of 
your  princes,  gte&t  and  august  as  their  rule ,  and 
situation  and  qualities  have  rendered  them ;  it  is 
a  questfoa  that  comes  home  to  yourse|i'r^yoa 
must  exert  an  original  mind  oh  the  sutijcct-^ 
you  must  dare  to  love  the  royal  family~-you 
must  db  honotir  to  your  priucc;  to  exert  tte*ftee< 
don  of  your  people,^ 
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BILL  for  diiabling  REVENUE  OFFICERS 


I 

BEFORE  we  proceed  to    give   the  Speech^ 
'wliich  .Mr.  Gb^ttan  pronouneed  on  the  motion  that., 
this  Bill  should  be  committed^  we  shall  sohmU  to- 
our  r'eaders  a  statement  of  those  prinqples  ,bj, 
wliich  the  Irish  opposition  at  this  period  regulated 
their  conduct  in  Parliament. — The  administration^ 
of  the  Harqiiis  of  Buckingham  had  become  ^pecu- . 
liarly  odious. to  the  people ;  the  coldness  of  his  de- . 
meanonr^  and  the  natural  reserve  of  his  chaiyict^r^,. 
alienated  the  affections  of  a  Bation^  wbodci  ^bit^, 
and  whose  manners  were  distinguished  by  candour 
and  sincerity. 

Those  men  who  observed  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  saw 
every  effort  of  the  Viceroy  directed  to  the  cor* 
raption  and  debasement   of    Parliament — to 


increase  of  the  patronage  of  the.  Castle^  and  the 
destraction  of  Irish  independence-r-they  saw  that 
the  Viceroy  could  be  restrained  by  no  considera- 
tion of  decorum  or  respect — that  the  privileges  of 
Parliament — votes — titles,  and  peerages,  were  all 
brought  to  public  market,  to  be  purchased  by 
the  highest  bidder — and  that  if  not  opposed  by  a 
firm,  determined  phalanx  of  patriotism,  the  revo- 
lution which  raised  Ireland  from  the  misery  of  a 
province  to  the  dignity  of  a  kingdom,  would  ht 
soon  thrown  back  into  its  ancient  degradation: 
and  the  dazzling  struggles  of  a  brave  and  generoas 
people,  defeated  by  the  machinations  of  do- 
mestic treachery,  and  the  insolence  of  foreign 
contempt. 

The  government  of  Ireland,  at  this  period » 
was  directed  by  the  body  of  the  nobles,  and  by 
the  body  of  the  people  ; — in  the  glowing  and 
brilliant  language  of  Mr.  Gurran,  ^'  Corrupt  influ- 
ence was  its  only  resource — in  that  it  confided. 
An  open  contempt  of  the  reprobation  of  both 
Houses^ — an  open  distrust  of  the  proudest  of  our 
nobles  and  our  gentry,  and  an  insolent  dis- 
missal from  their  offices  ; — and  who  succeeded 
them  ?'' — exclaimed  Mr.  Corran  : — "  the  Mar. 
quis  of  Buckingham's  own  cpuntrymen — his  own 
creatures  ! — His  clerks  and  runners  are  preferred 
to  the  rank,  and  virtue,  and  talent,  and  re- 
sponsibility of  the  country  ; — ^yes.  the  fairest  and 
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the  tallest  treoe  in  the  forest  are  overshadowed  by 
the  luxuriance  of  exotics; — exotics  of  the  worst 
kiad^  that  would  qot  grow  in  their  native  mould ; 
— ^hungry  and  barren — they  drain  the  soil— they 
bear  no  blossom— yield  no  fruit— while  you  are 
stunted  a^d  shorn— to  make  room  for  the  fantastic 
wreatbin^s  of  their  sterile  exuberance." 

When  the  Opposition,  who,  at  this  period^ 
^OQstituted  a  powerful  and  unexampled  body  of 
talent,  of  industry,  and  zeal^  beheld  the  first 
and  most  important  characters  of  their  country 
deprived  of  their  situations  under  Government^ 
because   they   did  not  obey  the   dictates   of  the 

Castle ; when  they  saw  their  l)uke  of  Ijein- 

ster^  whose  kindness  and   honesty  of  heart  wasT 
the    theme    of    every    Irishman— the    pride    of. 
his  .  country— and    the   object    of    universal    pa- 

negyric when    they    saw    every    man    who 

rendered  himself  illustrious,  by  the  spirit 
and  independence  of  his  conduct,  become  the 
victim  of  Yiceregal  vengeance,  the  leaders  of 
the  Irish  Opposition  thought  the  period  had, 
arrived,  when  all  that  was  valuable  in  mind,  in 
character,  and  in  property,  should  coalesce  to 
stem  the  sweeping  torrent  of  corruption— they 
boldly  came  together,  under  the  title  and  de- 
nomination of  the  Whig  Club,  and  vindicated 
the  rights  of    Ireland    ou    eVery    occasion.    At 
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t&e  head  ^  of  this  Glub^  were  the  late  n^efed 
and  lamented  Buke  of  Ijeinster — the  charity 
and  benignity  of  whose  natare,  slied  a  mild  and 
dignified  character  over  all  its  proceedings — the 
Earl  of  Charlemont^  Mr.  Connolly,  Mr.  Grat* 
tan,  Mr.  ¥orbes,  Mr.  Gurran^  And  some  others^ 
whose  names  have  extended  the  literary  fame  of 
our  country  to  the  remotest  colrner  of  the  globe. 
In  this  association  was  planned  that  system  of 
opposition,  which  for  some  time  suspended  the 
fate  of  Ireland. — Here  was  her  ^nius  marshalled 
and  arrayed,  and  armed  to  fight  her  battles ;  and 
perhaps  few  associations  have  ever  exhibited  a 
greater  display  of  talent  or  a&eal  in  defence  of 
these  principles. 

Mr.  Grattan,  speaking  of  the  Whig  Club, 
thus  writes : — <<  The  Minister  was  the  author  of 
it,  his  doctrines  and  his  half  million  were  the 
authors  of  it ;  but  clubs  of  (,his  kind  are  only  to 
be  preserved  by  violence-^-thnt  violence  did  hap- 
pen—an attack  was  made  op  the  rights  of  the 
city— a  doctrine  was  promulgated,  that  the 
Common-council  had  no  right  to  pot  a  negative 
on  the  Lord  Mayor,  chosen  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  except  the  Board  itself  should  aasent 
to  the  negative  put  on  >its  own  choice ;— this 
doctrine  was  advanced  by  the  Court,  to  secure 
the  election  of  the  Mayor  to  itself.    In  the  course 


^r  the  contest,  a  Minister  involved  himself  in  « 
general  altercation  with  the  citizens ; — ^with  Mr. 
Tandy  he  had  carried  on  a  long  war^  and  with 
various  success  ; — he  was  now  involved  in  i^n  alter* 
cation  mor^  general ; — in  the  compass  of  bis  wratb^ 
he  paid  his  compliments  to  the  Wig  Club^  and 
that  Club  advanced  the  shield  of  a  free  people  over 
the  rights  of  the  city^  and  humbled  a  Minister^ 
in  the  presence  of  those  Citizens  whose  privi- 
leges he  had  invaded^  and  whose  powers  he  had 
calumniated/' 

On  the  8d  of  March^  1780^  Mr.  Grattan^  when 
bringing  forward  the  following  resolution^   '*  That 
recommendations /or  the  purpose  of  granting  the 
great  offices  of  the  Icingdovny  or  the  reversion  of 
great  offices^  to  absentees^  are  improvident  and^re* 
judicialy  especially  now  as  great  annual  charges 
Ihave  been  incurred  by  making  compensation  to  ai- 
sentees  for  resigning  their  offices^  that  those  offices 
might  be  granted  to  residents,^^  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  state  to  the  House  those  principles  by 
which  the  Opposition  had  determined  to  regulate 
their  conduct. — On  this  occasion^  he  spoke  to  the 
following  effect  i 
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<<  I  BWE  1»  offer  to  tiie  HiMm  a  ireMlofioil 
wUeh  I  think  absdliitBly  neceisteyiliEoiiatiUla. 
MStfM  >  timt  hu  IftMy  teken  pl«M.  I  tbMk  it 
wemMry  to  eall  to  the  attention  off  the  UuM, 
certain  pvineiplety  wlikli  the  gentUsMirTivitfi} 
whom  I  have  generally  the  honor  to  eoitfridbi 
ceoBider  ae  IIm  indisfeneaUe  coii4itieDr'«iithoat 
whieh  no  Oovemaient  cMildi  expeet  tliair  «qi. 
pimiy'  aafl  wlneh  the  pr^mnt  fiovenmenfe  have 
retiatod*  ^  i  * 

/^  The  JbF9t.  ig  a.  reform  if  the  Poliee.^*-^<^At 
present  the  institution  can  only  be  considered  «i 
a  scheme  of  fatrfmag^  to  the  Castle^  and^vcm*- 
ricfrttpnio  the  Gityw*^  scheme  vhicb  liad  failed  to 
answer  the  end  of  preserving  public  peace^  hsii 
hfid  fally  succeeded  in  extending  the  iniaeKa:^! 
th&OAslK 

<^  It  had  been  thrawii  out  on  a  Isrmeroeeasfoi^ 
when  I  had  intimated  my  intentiM. of  vsfantaiiig 
the  police^  that  the  bill  to  be  ptopoeed  wonM 
be  as  badtt  that  at  present  e«isttog$  bal  tbet 
assertion  was  not  founded  in  tmth*  .Tha*b31 
which  I  wiH  inlrodace  is  intended  to  rcMoe  Urn 
corporation  of  the  city  oat  of  the  oouviy  andt^to 
them    responsible  to  the  public  for  IMk 
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Gondttet— to  restore  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the 
dtjy  and  to  guard  against  uiy  abase  of  power  in 
tbw0as:t9Mwhamr  thiT  gaJtrdiAn^ilp  tf  tloit  pietee 
aadiibsrtgr  «bQifld  fae.  H3onBiitfe4lf.  This  b^l  bad^ 
in    Ae.  lalt  stssisiDK  been  ^MO^  ^^wt  mimesmiyfh. 
lysi   iriii  ^beelk.iMistol  by  Lord.  .JtndiiiighMfe'^r 
GovwnuMiit^  but  it   shall  now 'be  sofn  sntrfN.^ 
daoed«.'  >  '••'«....        *  i'/ 

^^•AMtibr  ptineiplfr  nMidi  desired^  w^as^ib  «e^> 
stijaaii  tlie':abn9i)of  pensions  bj  ablU  sinilsorlii; 
thiLi  of  Cbreifit.BritaiBv  ,This  pdnciplo  Umii 
Buckingham  has  resisted^  and  his  resistance  to-/ 
it  ia  one  great.caaite  of  my,  opposmg  hi$,  Gotem- 

f^  To  these  I  wiH  add  another  pmnciple---Tfae 
reatiialniflg  rfeYBnae^  ofllcers  from  voting  at  eleis^ 
tloDo;  «ttis  was  a.  prmriple  of  the  British  Par- 
liametttj .  aad .  it  .was  certainly  more  neceasmry  ^ 
here^  from  what  had  lately  taken  place,  where^ 
by  atcertaitt'  union,  of  family  interests^  csuaties 
bad  bottsner  boronghs;  and  those  boreugha  had 
beeamo  pkivaAe  piopw ty« 

i^^iBoi  the  principle  to  which  I  be^  tb  caU ' 
tll<»  immoiUate  atteniaDn^if  the  Hmso  k,  Ahateofc 
pMveotiog  the  gseat  offices*  of  tiie  Btsrtd  IromK 
beingigivn. to  oisentee^.  This  ts^a  ^nrnploasld^ 
miiMl  %  alV  to  bo  founded  im  national!  *ri|^: 
purchased  by  liberal  compensation;  and    .every 
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fleparture  from  it  tafist  %b  <!tttn!tf i»JUk  s»  ajiligjhkto 

tlie  bobilily  ani^^geiitry  of  iMUiitfy  ^ho'&ftihlj 
iivere  better  etitiiled  to  ttilS' jpl&fie^  of  huhftr  «iid  4nist 
in  tbeir  oWW  cootttir^j'tlkllii  ttiiy  idksMlleB  ccnild  pes. 
fiibly  lie ;  bal  btesfdiid  Iht  falt^t'lslMWli  M IW  Hbbili. 
'ty  i&nd  gentr^  of  Ireland^  by  MstDWing  phMd  of 
hoboi*;  of  proftt,  and  of  imstoii  AtoenfeM^tte  draft 
of  oioney  from  this  country^  theiMtitotiaift'of  Ihpa- 
ties^  (a  secotid  edtablisbmevt  unnianurjy  were 
'the  priiicipkls  fo  reside)  the  duoble  MlAenceiris- 
ing  from  tbis^  raised  the  Abbse  inl»  an  eibleiBoii^ 
grievance. 

''  ^^  After  the  nation  had  reoi5.vefred    Us  litkrty* 
one  of  tb«  first  objects  was  to  bring  home  the 
great  offices  of  the  JState;  these  haii  beca  teken 
inway  !h   an  unjust  manner^  and  id  .^obifioii  of 
native  rigbt^    when  the  coumtry  was  widAt  .op* 
pression.    I  do  not  mean  to  entw  into  a  ^Mtion^ 
whether  too  mueh  was  paid  tor  briagihg  liome 
great    employments;    I    would  tool  disputi  the 
price^  as  it  was  the  purchase  of  a^wctjib;  but  the 
principle  being  once  established^  iiiat  it  waa  wise 
and  honorable   in  the  nation  to  purchase    borne 
the  great  offices  of  the  State,   atad   this  having 
been  actually  reduced  to  practiee  iii  the  ilista^ees 
of  the  Ghaneellorship  of  the  Excheqoefi  the  Yiee 
Treasurership^  the  Clerk  of  tiie  €rowa  and  fla* 
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4lMk  ijbe  Imnttiig  a^ft}  ligHia  |r«ptf  places  to  absen- 
toei^  nmt  lie  Irigbly  inpreper^  and  a  grpas  tiqlation 

^^  Witk  rigavd  to  tile  penam  granted  to  Mr. 
OrtnidllBi  1  Atll  nj  a  finr  wprds.  Qf  thi^ 
^nfteman^s  Mi^iits^  to  hi$  awn  eQuntrj,  I 
will  say  adttatig';  ihhj  could  be  no  reai^on 
§&r  granHog  hm  w  great  eoipliiyinefit  in 
«lta>  wtere  ft  w&s  inost  eertaiii  he  never  woald 
Tii6i4e;'anil  thereAire^  iti  CDnilemning  the  grants 
no  one  had  a  right  to  argue  that  it  was  condemn- 
ed as  a  grant  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant^s  brother^ 
bat  as  A  grant  to  a  person  that  must  necessarily 
bef  mn  akentee;  it  lanst  be  condemned  as  a 
^gbt^  and  aA  affrobt  to  the  native  resident  no- 
bility  and  gentry  of  Ireland. 

^'Is  this  Honse  ready  to  subnktt  to  such  an 
inkuUP  is  It  ready  to  submit  to  have  the  principle 
which  It  had  purchased^  violated?  is  it  ready 
to  return  to  that  state  of  degradation  and  con- 
tempt from  which  the  spirit  of  the  nation  had  so 
lately  emancipated  itself?  If  you  be  not,  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  come  to  a  resolution^  assert- 
ing the  principle  which  you  have  purchased*  I 
will  submit  sucli  a  resolution^  worded  in  the 
il^dst  goarded  manner^  not  attacking  the  prerow 


gfttWe  ot  ifab  Crown  fo  graAt,  %4t  ^^ncleiiiiiiiig 
the  advice  by  which  the  Grown  was  misled^to 
abuse  that  prerogative*'^ 

Pursuant  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Grattan  in  the  foregoing  statement  to  be  the 
rule  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  Opposition  was 
to  be  regulated^  he  proceeded^  on  the  Iffth  of 
April,  to  present  a  ^'  Bill  for  the  better  eecaring 
the  freedom  of  election  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  by  disabling  certain  oflBcers  emf^y* 
ed  in  the  collection  or  management  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's* Revenue  from  giving  their  Totes  at  Irish 
Elections." 

'^A  motion  being  made,  on  the  Slst  of  April, 
that  the  Bill  should  be  committed,  the  Govern- 
ment collected  all  their  real  friends  to  oppose 
ameasure^— which  struck  at  the  root  of  one  of 
the  greatest  abuses  with  which  power  was'  then 
afflicting  the  country. — The  Revenue  Ofllcers  pre- 
eehied  their  petition  complaining,  in  the  language 
of  "Fteemen,  of  the  threatened  violation  of  their 
franchises ;  and  their  advocates  in  Parliament  ex- 
hausted the  resources  of  sophistry  in  their  efforts 
to  discover  any  thing  like  plausible  reasoning 
agiiiost  the  honest  and  legislative  recommen* 
dation  of  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  following  Speech, 
wbieh  formed   the  happiest  and   fairest  rephr 


tp  the  fiitne  .wgQineDts  I9  ^Frhiefi  ^he  I!^a4  f^^ 

He  states  the  objections  to  the  Bilji, ,  w4,^V9S  to. 
thope  objections  1^  triumphant  refutatioi^.  ^ 
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'^  I  hope  that  if,  any  thing  falls  from  the  q^ht , 
honorable  gentleman^  the  first  Commissioner^  that  ^ 
deserves  attention,  I  may  be  indulged  with  a  reply*! 
That  right  honorable  gentleman,  mneh  f;qiqi)ectf d 
with,  mu^ch  interested  on  this  subject^  promiies.to . 
epeak  to  it  at  Urge :  when  he  does,  and  speaks  (9^ 
it  argumentatively,  I  hope  I,  like  h|m,  pay  b^ 
heard  a  second,  time. 

^<I  beg  to  remiad  this  HousOi    that  the  Billl.-^ 
now  under  your  consideration  did,,  nearly  in.  th^  , 
same  words,  pass  this  Honse  with  the  entire,  c^-,. 
sent  of  most  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  now  \ 
taught  to  exclaim  against  it,  as  an  attack  on  the  . 
rights  of  the  people.    They  themselyes  ^e».in«4^,: 
that  attack:  they  were  guilty  of  the  crlnie.tbey  s 
charged,  and  they  and  this  Hoose,  .^ndjthe.Minis^ 
tore  of  the  Crown,  were  invc^yed  in  this  eaoraiity. 
Bnch  aBill  did  pass  the  Commons— such  a  Bill  did 


receive  the  coneurreiy^  of  its  Present  rehpmemt 
oppoaents — such  a  Bill  was  transmitted  iiiitt<i^''tbe 
great  seal  of  Irelfind — and  such  aBitl  q^me'pack 
under  the  great  seal  of  England. 

^^  It  was  lost  in  the  Lords^  I  acknowledge;  but 
I  do  by  no  means  acknowledge  that  we  are^tb  at- 
tribute the  loss  of  the  Bill  in  tlie  Lords  to  tbe 
absurd  and  preposterous  surprise  of  a  right  lionor- 
able  gentleman,  who  tells  us  that  the  Lor^  on 
that  occasion  were  champions  of  the  constitatiott* 
The  Lords  threw  the  Bill  ont^  because*  ibe  ithea 
Ministry  were  turned  out;  the  Bill  and  tbe  Minis- 
try both  shared  the  same  fate,  and  the  people  lost 
a  good  Ministry  and  a  good  BUI. 

^'  Sir,  this  Bill  has  been  now  combated  on 
various  grounds,  and  first  partiality.  It  is  said 
that  the  Bill  is  partial,  because  it  does  not  ex- 
tend to  all  revenue  officers ;  and  partial,  because  it 
does  extend  to  all  the  officers  of  tbe  Crown,  and 
to  all  professions,  to  the  law  .and  to  the  army. 
To  the  first  part  of  this  objection,  the  Bill  itself 
is  t^e  answer.  It  does  extend  to  all  revenue  offi- 
cers, and  a  blank  is  left  for  such  exceptions  as 
may  be  agreed  on ;  and  if  the  Bill  did  not,  which 
it  does,  extend  to  all  revenue  officers,  the  imper- 
fection of  its  formation  is  no  argument  a^ost 
its  committal.  To  the  other  part  of  the  objectioDt 
the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  .dj^erence  of 


40» 

and  the  revepii^ 

^^  The  first  is  a  prpfes|iii0i\rria  in4ependent  pra- 
f^s^oii — ^th^  b»r  i$  Jnoi  fe^  by.  the  miDUter.  .The 
g^oilqmeii  of  the  bar  M  »ot  jresembl^  excUeju^i^ 
tidQ-wM^fs,  bearth-mope;;  cofleptors,  tiilQ.aurvejFr 
or9^  ia  HiimbeTj^  in  sentimeat,  or  in  e^nditlon.-r 
ThoH  of  ^he  h^r^  who  are  sefvaiiUi  of  the  Growii^ 
are^  cQippared  with  raek  a  tribe^  not  oamefoosj^ 
aiicl^eompared  i/vith  the  bnlk  of  eleetor^^.  nothiflti^ 
The  «|i9cfaief,  th^rc/ore^  ie  not  the  same  in  its  e^? 
teuty  nor  in  the  runkness  of  its  nature. 

^^  The  armyy  that  part  o|  it  wUoh  is  com- 
pose^ of  (Acers;  does  not  cqntl^n  numbera  to 
affect  th«  elections  of  the  people ;  that  part  af 
it  which  is  ^composed  of  rank  and  file  men^  do 
opt  contain  electors  ; — common  soldiers  are ,  not 
i^*eeholderSji  nor  likely  tP  become  such ;  but  if  a 
colonel  of  a  regiment  should  do  what  a  commis- 
sioner ^1  said  to  have  done — if  he  should  mak^ 
his  troop  or  his  battalion  such  occasional  voters, 
in  a  county  or  borough,  I  dp  then  lielieve  Par- 
liament would  interfere  ;  because  th^a  a  very  pro* 
bablc  and  unforeseen  mischief  would  have  taken 
place. 

^<  But  though  the  laws  of  England  have  not 
disqualified    the   military    from   giving  votes    at 
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fktce  ^  «fe<4i0%  g^wliii^.thet^uiM^  ojE^  .tht 
people  agnhuit  the  eyi)  teeidwtal  to  Uie!*.uiH|f^ 
force ; — ^m  tbey  have  guarded  those  rights  inpiiwt 
^  e^il  ineideoliil  tp  the;  refe^e  4#ien — 
eemptmi*  •      •.    !^  .  .ti     - 

;  ^^The  kw»  bf  Bftglaiid  baTe»  eonaUned  the 
lliffereid;  natiire'  of  the  difitamit  m^iibttfa  ef  ^ 
aMttnanllgr^  and  have  aAsed  cartaiD  awpmoai 
Mid  jealousies  to  eertatn  dehmptioaa  of  i 
[Thegr.  have  narked  the  ofioers.  of 'Hhe 
|k  body,  from  their  indepottdeiicy,  Inim'  Ibeir 
ratfk^  irom  their  babit|  from  their  jspcafiatioa^ 
landr  from  •  their  numbers^  the  anoatc .  liidile 
to  ttl^ue,  ioflaenee,  and  the  most  lexteitaife 
jMtrameQt  thereof.  They  have  comrtdeieit'.the 
hwdship  ii  wonld  be  to  a  peophi,  BQt.«ttly^W'tia|r 
1o  the  crown  a  greal  revenaei  h«t .  -|0  MmAy  ia 
that  very  grant,  an  inflnence  ame^  prngadknalto 
their ^wn  freedom.  ,.< 

^^  The  right  of  election  is  the  pefple'i^-.^hais 
of  soTereign  powers  the  occasional,  the  <wnipt 
yolar,.»  an  usurper  on  that  sharci..  In  Alhens, 
the  stranger  who  intruded  himself  lAjfa^  their 
oouneils,  wns  punished  with  death  >r-lie .  ws 
gcdiUy  of  high  treason  against  the  mf^es^  of.  tilt 
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'-^  Ifriloiirtl^'^himlliey'Mderved  thftir  deuiocMlie 
ti§ht4;'  tlMff-preMi^ad  thMr.frMd6iii;-^w1yea  tliif 
imj^lUrttdtfteM  to  iMfy,  they  gave  awi{r«lmri»d«» 

6ir  mixed^  as  in  Ireland,  are  sacred;  nud.niimi 

ycm  li6tMU»  id  ditf^ualiff  tneb,  iHioae  'dle]MiiiM<^ 

autkte  them  ineapaUe  of    a  Ikithfkfl  exe¥die'  ef  • 

tiiMei   righliy    and  whoM  nnmbera   make  tinm 

^kutgaiooo  tai' tbe'alnttenf  tkeir  pfivQegea,  'ym 

njeet  thwe  preeaffMona  wUeh'  are  neeenargrtBr 

eoiiatitational  praservatioe ;  you  fbel  the  outcry 

4ri^   firwieMfle  agaiMt  the  independence  of   eloc 

tidn^  and  the  mask  and  arffeetation  of   freeAom 

ugain!9*  ihe    Bubgtanca.     Tke  objeetion  ef '  thie 

iBIUy  «•  ft?  as  it  relates  to  partiality,  I  thiffk 

*1>  hirto  Msweired  v^bnl  gentlemen  say,  *we  Imve 

iioi^  flict  'ivIierMn  to  gronud  a  snmdse  agaimft* 

«thef  iiidepeildsncy  of  the  ofleers  of  the  Reteinie. 

Sir,  the  nature  of  their  situation  is  a  strfBeieM 

OM^toent  fbt  fliat  surmise.     Thdr  dependency 

on  the  Mioiiter,  or  on  the  Gometfssloiiers,  who 

aye  ^pendant  on  the  Minister,  is  a  tket;  tietr 

eoKiupllMliiy,  ftom  their  rank>   their  hihlt,  aM 

«iier    teireutAitances,  a  high  'degree^  of^  p»eba- 

Inflity  ;^here  is  a  slloation,  WhMh  is  in  itftoir  a 

disqualification ;  and  instead  of  demanding  prMh 

ef  undue  influence  exerted,  you  should  be  sati^. 


Whm  sralletiM  ooll  *fiir  >«ptoofi^  tiiey  hair  weU 
that  the  ftatirre  of  the' mi^efcief  Teii4en  pi!»<f» 
diik«lt?^W4iOi  cttn  trMe  the  w43ii«<0r  mdatjo. 
lliieiio6?*^Wiiocan  foUoW  ttie'  elMchutiiw-^ittt 
'wbteb  a  iminiMtD  may  gite^  M  a^CUiDiiiiiflBiMier  uuiy 

-  ^  Tke'Mftare  of  nndoe  inineiiM  Is  4o'  elude 
the  eye.  Who  cmi  prdve  that «  nenber  ef '-Bmt* 
Itwfteet  was  ever  iniaettced;  and'  yet  ivkoveaii 
doubt  it? — And  therefore  this  objedioti,  .wtncii 
bawle  out  for  proofs  ie  foaeded  oo  thti  diBcidty 
of  the  difscovery,  not  the  eoneetoaeneie  'of  ioiid- 
eonee-^bfit  facts  are  not  ij^aetiiig^  if  vepoft'says- 
tftie. 

^<  Some  time  ia  the  month  of  January,  oar'  the 
eve  of  an  apprehended  eleetion,  a'  bhtelKof  fBm^ 
tom-hoose  cAcers^  and  of  persons  empl^^ed  ik 
the-  mtm  Onstom^house,  arehiteets^  ^aKie«e>  sla* 
tersy  pkinibers,  stationers^  iron»nieiigersy  ireat 
down,  Uke  a  hosde  of  Tartars^  to  the  obnnly  of 
Waterfard,  to  register ;«~having.parehe8ed'  httg* 
ddllin^  freeholds  in  the  borough  of  BongarfMi, 
wMeh  gave  them  votes  for  the  eleetfon  of  ttm 
eoonly  o(  Waterferd,  of  which  tiia  jErsC  Com. 
amsskmer  is  ttio-  repvesentativs^  and  for  tiss  bo* 
roagb  of  Duu^rvan,  of  wbieh  that  ma  «f  that 
GommissioDer    is  representailive.-'«««^If  this  re» 


^^il^balmt^  telsiiiiaditeeiAMMk  Mtdt  ftrOii 

MM  »Qikr  lri«  dMiitttQ99  nod.  by  the  trtdesnen  en- 
yhytd  in  ihe^ew  Cuttoiii^hoafie^  under  bis  diree- 
ti6ii$»«-*«i  eftteek  nuide  en  tbe  rigbtB  of  eleelien* 
Himeelheiitfiuenoe  ef  wbieh  veefieel^  attanpi* 
m^i»  mtJkt^h^m^  prh'efcepMperty,  and  to 
convert  a  coanty  into  a  borongh ; — bere  k  that  vwy 
fiad^  wbieb  gentleaien  ealled  ror~4mei8  rorenue 
Sttflaeaee^^beter  is  an  exettion  of  Aat  .iniaeoeer*^ 
liMsre  are  oeeaftieBal  ¥oteri^  non-nsideet  vokM^ 
Glifttoni->b0nM  voters^  atteMptia^  to  make  a 
CMiiinljf  and  a  berougb  the  private  property  ef 
tiNB  ftmily.  of  tho'lbret  OonHnissiener  of  the  Bn>. 
Tenae««-^irv  it  is  a  strong  argumuait^  inthefeoei^ 
mittal  of  this  IKll,  that  in  the  committee  yoa  may 
inqoftre  into  the  gronnd  ef  this  repMi-^there  you 
jMay  leam  that  you  have  faet  as  well  as  argomeni 
f«rthieiBi». 

^  Sir^  gentlemen^  aware  that  all  the  aigemeots 
Jennded  in  prin^pfe  or  expediency  were  against 
themy  have  ailecled  to  rednee  this  Bill  to  .a 
qmeetionr  ef  power^  and  have  boldly  tekl  yon^ 
that  Pai^ment  faae  «o  power  to  disqualify  M» 
.v^oue  oAciers  from  voting  at  elections ;  grave 
snd  learned  law  autfaoriiy  has  advanced  soch  a 
dietam;  and  give  me  leave  to  inform  karaed 
and  grave  lasir  anihorify)  that  sneh  a  dictum  is 
m  gross  libel^on  sll  tfie  proceedings  of  the  Britiih 


oertain  (kmmfAaw^  fir •»  uMnalg  iti'  Bftv4iiQiieii^ifMM;» 
onwB'of'a  ocffiain  deseripliBnliNiiitii 
aopeni^  anA^Mvenae  t4^w imm  MtSbgliolrM 
te  ioyvB:  in  Faiii|Bmeiit*-*«iifdftiiiud»]^4br  Hm^  ( 
anftt^.th^leariied/nMiiilNv^  thQseiBnii  ^ttem^mH^ 
V»  lawp  flf  Baglufl^  bo*  faapped  to^ta  eoMtedra 
ibMBBiia^wMofa  the-  omurtitotioiml  sgmk'iA'Bm^bmi 

fakpptti .  not  mily  to  be  the  l^we  <ei  >  Ifaiglmdj 
eAastod  m  her  most  viitaoaa  flM}m«iito^- 'Iwt 
jbiuided  OD  the  principlM  of  other  aels^  tlMlt 
inse  oot  of  tiie  spirit  of  her -ceiielitatiett«$  -  iiv 
iMtanee,  the  Sih  of  WiHuOH  III.  makMi  4ht 
iirferfennce  of  aigr  coUeetor,  &;e.  intiie  Baelwiy  t» 
iMbneiieea  veter^  fine  and  dkqnalifleationio^Ae^ie^ 
imme  oflber  ;*-*the  ISth  WUttaa  makes  mxitittbm^ 
iHenMiaoMunierionerB,  colleetoils,  fcej  eonnwied 
imikt  eutemy  fl«e  and  disqnalifleation  ;<^tlie^40lli 
Anne  makes  8aeh*interfereBee  of  eommldfliooeiei 
eoUeptora^  kt.  eoncernad  in  tiie  eaUi  AitieA^  im 
ted  disqaaUfioataon  ;-~the  Bill  of  the  -pteiMt 
wign  goes  farther,  and  guids  the  snl|eet  against 
ip^asien^  of  'the  rev«Me  oflcer,  ai»  tile  fbtwer 
»guaidcd  hiei  against  his  inAueneO')  M  that 
the  «effiflM*s^of  the  revemie  shall  nofc  inlneiiee 
dfstii^nsyieitihttr  SIS  the  ertoditers^of  the  Blectorr^'er 
aathfiiagenta^if  liie  Grown:  ami  t|lia*ie'a  pt^eaiK 
tiral  M»ieb(he  leaned  gwtleiMii  supposes  ^^ 


iej^wl  lliBk«p»ww  9i  PMliMiettb<-heiM  calls  fii# 
pilMfo:.--r*p«Nif8  of  whiAP-^Hftd  Efglnd^  vlira 
4iit,A9q«i»Uiad  fdacenea  of  a  certain  idtecnptmi 
fimii«Mta  MPariimen^  pvoofs  of  < their  con«fi^ 
iM/$  ?  Hard  Bngknd^  whw  shftdifl^piaHfled  penrion^ 
fte  fiHim  .aittiDgdo  Pajrlioalaiity  pniefs  Jif  their  cam 
Mptaoft?  Had  Bng^aiid,  wbea  ake-  disqvafiftdi 
twdmie'ofBcBrafrofli  roting  in  ParliaiMirty  praofil 
rf  itlieilb  aorrupiaan?  No;  nkt  did  not  proceed  aa 
tlioipmul  idea  of  pfiniflfaing  indivicbale^  bnfrm.  til* 
Mtticmary  pnnciple  of  saving,  the  people^— 4ilia 
Aid:  npl^.Jiko  the  learned  gentleman^  conCoiunl 
Si  natural  iWilJh  a  political  right  j  nor  supposed  oveiy 
WMf  execqpt  a  criminal^  had  a  right  to  ^haie/tln 
diemoeKtic  powers  ^f  ib%  constitntion  ;^«*8he  oMii 
aldeced.tbat. aaitnatioik,  rendering  the  individMl 
iaanpi^le  of-  tte  mnfaaassed  use  of  those  pawef»^ 
#'4dyu94Miifieati<ttv  even  though  the  individ«al/wa* 
not  a.»efiniinal->--rfninohise  being  not  a  priirate  piw- 
per^  to  be  sold,  but  a  public  duty  to  be  diechar(^ 
•dr  fiMAemen  sey^  Bngland  is  no  exaiiqdav^^ 
that  the  beneftejial  laws  of  England  are  no  madal 
for  Jcelan^:  *wbtt  right  have  thty  ta  hoM  ost 
fiieh  langnage  to  the  peciple?  what  pbgraieaV|ioliii. 
€«)9  or  moral  b)«miehea  do  the  people  4if  lielaai 
inherit  ?  or  is  it  on  their  authority  that  the  Minilt- 
taraqf  the.  Crown  pc€saa>e  to  badgd  the- people 
qf.thia  country  with  thek •  c^rebwms  diatinak. 
^na  ?  Is.  it  beew99.  tbe  po«plo  of:  Iitland  haire 


,         .  -i    .,    .r. 

not  .the  same  wholts^m^  food^  tht^  .th<y.*g|>l|M 
not  have  the  same  benefidal  lawa  ?  Your  pM|ple 
are    not    worse    than    the   En^sh^     that    t|Mty 
should  have  less  privileses;  are  your   MiBi«ten 
better^   that  they    shoald    have    more    poweff? 
Are  the  Ministers  of  Ireland  fonder  of  the  people 
of    this    country^  than    the    Ministers    of    the 
Mster  country  are  of  Great  Britain?   Are    they 
not  often  aliens  in  affection  as  well  as  birth  ?  dis* 
posed  to  dispute  your  rights,   censure   your  pro. 
eeediogs,  and  to   boast  that  you  cannot  punisb 
tiatmy  and  that   therefore  they  do  not  fear,  yoa  ? 
Are  they  nqt.  proud  to  humble  youy  and  ambitioa# 
to  corrupt  you  ?    Your  commissioners^,  are  they 
better  than  those  in  England^  that  they  should  be 
trusted  with  more  powers  ?  Are  they  more  iiide* 
pendent  than  the  English  commissioners  in  sea- 
timent  or  situation  ?  are  they  less  rapacious — ^less 
ambitions — ^less  craving — less  servile^  or  less  mi- 
nisterial ? 

^<  Give  me  some  decent  and  plausible  reason 
for  refusing  to  Ireland  those  beneficial  acts  which 
are  the  essential  preservatives  of  the  British  con- 
stitution^ and  the  fundamental  laws  of  that 
country.  I  foar  you  have  only  adopted  the  Coe- 
stitation.of  Englmid^  but  you  have  not  adopted 
her  precaution.  The  Pension  Bill-^the  Place 
Bill — the  Disqualification  Revenue  Bill — Acta 
tending  to   secure   longevity   to  freedom — these 


MS 

jmk  Ae«pM»*'»Bad  ilw  tnae  mm  Iriio  •rfgbtlly 
eppcMed  the  iatrodaetion  of  Brftidht  freedran  iato' 
Aim   eontttrj^  now  oppose  evorj  Mearare  neeet- 
nnry  for  its   preservatioD,     Gentlemen  have  en- 
Aeavourei  to  jostifjr  thia  distinctioB^  by  inaisting 
on  the  paneity  of    freeholders — ^and    they  state^ 
flmt  iwhen  your  voters  are  few  they  should  not 
disqualify  so  great  a  j^roportion  of  them  as  the 
Revetiue  officers    compose. — Just  the    contrary  9 
you   should  disqualify  them ; — you  should,  when 
your    members  are  few^  take  care  they  should  be 
pure; — the  great  portion  of   poison  poured  into 
•o    small  a  body  of  voters,   must  have  greater 
and  more  fatal  eflFeet.     The  fact  is,  influenced  vo* 
tors  do  not  add  to,  but  diminish  the  number  of  your 
a\ectors. — Sir,   they  are  a  counterpoise ;— eighty 
occasional  Revenue  officers  in  the  county  of  Wa- 
terford,  are  eighty  good  votes  not  added,  but  coun- 
teracted, and  make  the  constituent  body  so  much 
the  less. 

^  Directly  opposite  to  this  is  another  argument, 
which  insists  on  the  paucity  of  Revenue  voters, 
compared  to  the  electors  in  general,  as  an  argument 
against  the  Bill. 

^  Sir,  the  revenue  officers  in  this  kingdom 
are  from  S900  to  3000^  and  your  counties  are  not 
more  than  thirty-two ;  the  proportion  which 
they  bear  to  freeholders  in  Ireland^  where  this 
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bill  miist  not  take  plsce^  ia  oomidwiUe^ST-^IJ^sg- 
knd,  where  this  bill  does  take  plaee^  Aotl||ii£.-^ 
Sixrenity  of  eiteatioii  is^  tbarefore^  in  airgamf^  not 
agaiuit.tbis.biU  |  bat  for  it  fyou  .Teguiro..  inore 
precaution  than  England  dfies  i — jo%^  bny%  a 
weaker  body, to  defend — ^yon  have  a.  more  ^Dder 
eoDsUtution  to  preserve  ; — the  method  ^ou  1ia?# 
hitherto  taken'to  preserve  that  weakly  constitntioi^ 
has  been  to  adopt  the  penal^  the  eriminal^  the 
nnconstitutioBal  code  of  England,  especially  is 
your  Revenue  Bill,  with  a  guilty  accuracy,  and 
to  overlook  the  beneficial  and  constitutional  co^ 
with  a  blind  abhorrence  ; — ^your  nice  di^tinetioa 
has  been  to  make  England  an  example  for  the 
purpose  of  coercion^  and  none  for  the  foiposa  of 
privilege.  i   . 

^^  Wait,  says  a  right  honorable  gentleman ;  do 
not  adopt  cautionary  laws  until  the  evil  baa  Jhafpen- 
ed  ; — England  did  not  disqualify  her  Bevenpi^Q^ 
ficers  until  she  had  declared  the  influence  of  the 
Grown  had  become  terrible  ; — and  the  Member  ad* 
vises  you  to  postpone  the  security  until  the  arrival 
of  the  danger. 

^^  Sir,  there  are  many  more  reasons  for  this 
Bill  thflin  those  which  I  have  stated — reasons 
founded  on  revenue  as  well  as  constitotioiial 
considerations; — ^but  there   is  one  argument  for 


4i6 

it^  ilmt'inuift' ilt^e  every  one  here  present^  that  in, 
{he  iSifflcalty  of  obtaining  it 

'^^  ^The  number  of  advocates^  of  patrons  for  tft^ 

Kevenne-oflBcers^  the  interest  which  Govem'ment, 

» 

and  wMch  the  Commissioners  seem  to  have  in  their 
franchide^  is  a  proof  (if  proof  is  required)  of  the  ex- 
istence and  extent  of  the  evil  which  this  bill  would 
guard  against — a  proof  that  other  men,  besides  the 
officers  in  question^  have  a  property  ih  this  fran- 
chise. 

*  '^^^ 'When  a  certain  quarter  turns  advocate  for 
the  rights  of  the  people,  it  is  a  symptom  that 
such  rights  are  bartered  tcith  ; — ^when  they  cry  out 
frantfiise^  it  is  a  symptom  that  the  franchise  is  abti- 
sei.  ThiB  Bill  will  now  be  lost,  but  this  Bill  will 
he  the  law  of  Ireland.^^ 

'  The  Bill  was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
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APPENDIX. 


Thb  following  wms  the  form  of  the  new  retolntioDS,  or  propo- 
ntiont,  referred  to  in  paj;e  SO. 

L  That  it  ia  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  both  eonn* 
trieoy  that  the  eemmeree  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
flhoald  be  finally  regulated  on  permanent  and  equitable  prinei- 
plet,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  eonntries. 

II.  That  a  full  partieipation  of  eommereial  advantages  should 
be  permanently  seeured  to  Ireland,  whenever  a  provision,  equally 

Enoanent  and  seenre,  shall  be  made  by  the  rarliament  of  that 
D|^om  towards  defraying,  in  proportion  to  its  growing  pros- 
perity, the  neeessary  expenses,  in  time  of  peace,  of  protecting  the 
trade  and  general  interests  of  the  empire. 

in.  That  towards  carrying  into  full  effect  so  desirable  a  set- 
tlement, it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all  articles,  not  the  growth  or 
mannflsetnre  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  ^  except  those  of  the 
growth,  prodnee,  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the  eonntries  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Gkiod  Hope,  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,"  shouM' 
he  imported  into  eaeh  kingdom  from  the  other  reeiproeally,  un- 
der the  same  regulations,  and  at  the  same,  duties,  (if  subiect  to 
duties)  to  which  they  ^  would  be"  liable  wten  imported  directly 
from  the  country  or  place  from  whenee-  Uie  same  may  *'  have 
been  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  respectively,  as  the 
ease  may  be ;"  and  that  all  duties  originally  paid  on  importa- 
tion into  either  oountry  respectively,  except  on  arrack  and 
foreign  brandy,  and  on  rum,  and  all  other  sorts  of  strong  waters 
not  imported  from  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  shall 
be  folly  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other.  <<  But,  never* 
theless,  that  the  duties  shall  continue  to  be  protected  and  guards 
ed  as  at  present,  by  withholding  the  drawback,  until  a  eertifleate 
from  the  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  the  kingdom  to  which 
the  export  may  be  made,  shall  be  returned  and  compared  with 
the  entry  outwards." 

lY.  lliat  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
British  empire,  that  the  laws  for  reflating  trade  and  naviga- 
tion should  be  the  same  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  there- 
fore, that  it  is  essential  towards  carrying  into  effect  the  present 
settlement,  that  oil  laws  which  have  heen  made^  or  shaU  be  wade  in 
Onat  Brikdn^  for  Hcuring  exclusive  priviU^es  to  the  ahip^  avd 


jdantations^  and  for  regulating  aiid  restraining  tk^*  \  _ 
MriiUh'c^nkn  and  fffanMions^  such  ld«f§imp6s(^  Mi 
ttmha^y  4mA  ^  emf erring  the  mme  §eni^  iM  ^iJt  itibfe^  "if  Mk 
hhi^i&ms^  should^^beinforce  in  fr^land,  ^^hg  latb^t&  N^jprtMf  1§ 
tkt  FarUammt  nf  ^nt  kingdom  fir  the  s^mlBtimg,  'ank^  ii  m  Mkmi 
mmner^tsinGteMBrmin.  ••    -  "   ''    "''i*   • 

v.  That  ft  is  faftfier  e^Bential  totli)«^etfTeiireiit,  Aati^^ijlM^if 
iiMi  eMitfiMHlltM  bf  the  growth,  Bra«lnee,  or  iiinit&^im»  '^if 
British  •r  fbrer^it  colonies  in  America,  or  th«  W«sf ^flidi^,1ttUf 
t«ie''Briti«h  «rWiga  s^t(leme»ts  on  throlras^6f' Aanw;  lii* 
l^rtoA  tnto  Iretatitl,  should,  on  hnpiMaHtMif,  be'  vafafe^^frliife 
itUM  'diitltis  ^m^  reflations,''  as  the'ilke  ffhik  iu%  wftum 
tiMKi  to  dine  shA41  he  snhletft  to,  ttfrt>n  Importtflioil'  Mto'  OiM^ 
Britain  $  ^oi"  ttiirtihibiteff  firom  betng  iniirorted4ADi^'«i-^  Btir 
talia,  Shan  ia  like  manaer  be  prohibited  fh>m  hehi^^ib^bMiM 
iottitrrtaiid."^  .       tfi    ;    . 

'*¥!.>  That  iw  or<ler  to  prevent  illieit  pmetiees,  iaJafloQi  to  1h« 
rt^*«Aite  and  'eommeree  of  both  kingdoms,  it  is  oxpfme^,  liiaSAll 
aMASy  whHhjer  of  the  growth, '  produee,  -  or  maiioCMsfvl«  af 
w^tBHtain^or  Ireland,  or  of  any  foreign  eonntry^  whieh  shall 
hereafter  be  imported  into  Great*  Britain  fromflrehM. 'arihta 
Iralaad  h^om^  Great  Britain,  shoald  be  pot,  by  laws  to  'H'|iaMd 
l»Ae*Pai4iaincMt  of  the  two  kint^oms,  under  tfcfe  sitilfee  ifigMd- 
tvMMiwithireBpeot  to  bonds,  eoelcets,  and  other*  instraineilta,  ta 
wlblah  the  like  goods  are  now  aulijeet  in  passing  from  one  ]»brt  of 
Ofekt  Briiatn  to  another. 

'Vil.  IHiat'for  the  Hke  purpose,  it  is  also  expedient,  thaiwliea 
wtiff'  go«riSf  the 'growth,  produce  or  mannfaeture  of  theB^tiA 
lWeat4ndi«  island»»  S^r  any  other  of  the  British  colonics  tr  ^ba* 
tatkUM;''  shall  he  shipped  from  Ireland  ibr  Great  Britain,  tk^ 
idtoiiKI  (m^  aeeompanied  with  such  oriefinal  certificates  of  the  per- 
iamiafllecM  of  the  said  colonies  as  shall  be  required  by  the  law 
M'ifnportatton  into  Great  Britain;  and  that  whetf  the  wMe 
f aalhy  fndnded  in  one  eertifieate  shall  not  be  shipped  at  aay 
aa&tin»e,  4he  original  certificate,  properly  indorsed  as  to  qosn- 
tHiy,«ho»ld  he  sent  with  the  first  parcel ;  to  identify  tlie  remaiB- 
dbtv  if  shipped  at  any  ftitnre  period,  new  eertifieates  should  be 
jtramad  by  Uie  fwintfipal  officers  of  the  pbHs  in  Ireland,  extracted 
ffomw  r0!^i«t4«r  of  the  oiis^inal  documents,  specifying  the  qvanti'' 
tlr^  before  shipped  fi*om  thence;  by  what  veissetH,  and  to  what  ports. 

'■  Vlll.  Tlitu  it  h  essf^nlial  for  carrying  iiKo  eflfcct  the  pressat 
«ett4fMi«ent«  ^hat  all  goods  exported  from  Ireland  to  th^  British 
i^obtties  in -rtiFeWe^ -indies,  or  in  America,  ^or  tati^  Bi^tlsh 
setile<»Hi^  on  the  coast  of  Africa,"  slioold  frohi  tinfc  to  titne  bte 
mttdc  lt(iul<^  to  such  duties  and  draw-backs,  and  put  iin^^r  sack 
r«t^atlo|i»;  as- mat  be  ^ecessaris  inf  order  that  the  sam«  ^pi^  nst 
ferex|»orted' with  less  tneambt*s'm?e  #fdufies  or  Imposftiail^lhtn 


AFPBVDW.  m 

tbs  Uk*  f^Kdi  ^Ul  he  hiiHlieiiMl  with  wkeA  etptrted  Aw» 
^atBcitiuii.  - 

.  IX*  TbiU  it  i»  eisential  to  the  genend  cernHMVCial  iAterett»  tf 
^e  eimpire,  <<  that  so  lou«s  the  Parliameatof  that  kiBaAon7sh«ll 
thiik  it  advisable  that  the  eonmeree  to  the  eeontrietbeyoBil  th# 
ijupe  of  Qoed  Hope  ehall  be  earrieil  mi  solely  bj  an  .eseliiervw 
eompany^  having  liberty  te  import  into  the  port  ^LoiuIob  tuJ^ 
jtf^  ^odb  of  the  gro wlh/proihiee,  or  aaanfaetftro  of  aey ^eoentnles 
heyond  the.  Cape  of  Good  Hope  shooid  be  importaUe^iiiAo  Irekttii 
Irooi  any  ftreigweomitry,  or  mn  any  settlemeat  ia  the  £ast4iH 
dies  belfiiwui^  to  any.  aa^  IbreigD  eooat^y  i  aad  that  aogwi^s  eC 
t)M)  g^wthf  prodaee^or  maaa&eture  of  the  said,  eoimtties  ahoaldf 
be.  wowed  to  be  impecled  info  Irelasd  but  throogh  Great  JkitiMa  » 
Mid  it  shall  be  l&vfiil  to  eaport  saeh  goods  of  the  ffioowtht  p«M 
dme,  4>rivia»ttfiMit«re  of  any  of  the  eeiiatries  beyo«d(the  Gape  «tf 
^ood  Hope  to  the  Stneights  of  MageUaii  from.  Great  Miti$Mi»^ 
Ireland,  with  the  same  duties  retained  thereon  as  ane  nafr  ritsn 
luined  9n  their  being  exported  to  that  kingdom)  bnt  thai  aa  He- 
fpxint  shall  be  kept  of  the  dnties  retained,  and  the  Beidravhe^k 
#D  thQ  said  goods  imported  to  Ireland  $  and  that  tbe^iavieMij^ 
Ikereof  shall  be  remitted  by  the  Reeeiver  General  of>  iAi»MfH 
je4^*4  eiiste«&s  in  Gfeat  Britain  to  the  proper  ofluier  of  -  thn  sevf 
fldu^  in  If  elands  to  be  fplaeed  to  the  aeeonnt  nf  HisM^aty^ 
r^veniMi  there,  subfcet.to  the  disposal  of  the  Farliamdnt^tMhaA 
]i^|Dgdqmj..aHd  that  wheaever  the  eonunetfeoto  the  seidrreeaii 
tjries  «ihaU  cftu^  toi  be  earried  on  by  an  exelus&ve  coaipany  ift  tha 
goods  of  the  produce  of  eountries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qait  Uono 
^o  Uie  Streightsfif  Magellan,  the  goods  shonld  be.impaniiMe 
into  Inland  f»:oo»  eountries  from  wUeh  they,  may  be  imMi!iahia 
to  Great  BrJitaui^  and  no  other;  and  that  no  vessel  ahontdha 
cleared  Aut  fjtom  Ireland  for  any  part  of  the  eaantries  ft'om^tfao 
CApe  of  Gtf od  Uo|)e.  toi  the  Sueishts  of  Magellan,. hut  saeh «» 
aboil  be  fireighted  ui  Ireland  by  the  said  exekisive  eoi»pan|r,  a«l 
shaJU  jiave  sailed  fram  the  port  of  Loudon ;  aiud  that  ^  ahipa 
ffoiug.froin  Great  Britain  to  any  of  the  said  eountries  beyond tk% 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  should  not*  be  restrained  from  tan»htng>a4 
sioy  of  the  ports  iu  Ireland,  aod  taking  on  board  there «ay«f.lhn 
goods  of  the  growth^  produce,  or  manulaature  of  Grea^  Britain.^ 

:  X*  Tliat  110  prohibition  sliauld  exist  in  either  eoiudry^  againsi 
tlic  importation.  u#e,  or  sale  of  any  article,  the  gcowth,  or  manB« 
faet^re  of  Uie  other;  except  sueh  as  either  kingdom  nH^.jndgn 
cxpedieutj  from  time  to  time,  upon  eorn,  meal,  invAt^  flour  wad 
bi^euits;  ^'aad  exsept  surh  qualified  prohibitieni,  at^ptreteBt 
OitntMffedin.aay  act  of  the  British  or  Irish  PasKa«»nt  as  do  not 

nbsojiutely  preveot  the  importation  of  goods  or onannfiietttreSfayi 
n^Jtt^iials  i^f  manufactures,  but  only  regulatn.  the  weight,  the  siMf 
the  packages,  or  otbnr  partieular  cjreii«>sbanees,:or  .p«esitibo 
the^built  oi;i(;«|Utttry,  and  dMuensions  of  the  shtpa  importM^'tha 
same ;  aud  aho,  except  ou  ammunition,  arms,  gunpowder,  and 
othcjr  ntensils  of  \irar,  importable  only  by  virtue  of  His  Majesty's 


lieense;''  and  that  tke  a«ty  oa  tht  iufariatiatt  mf  ermr  Mir 
article  (if  ffubjeet  to  intj  in  either  eeantry)  •houWhe  jjmtmm 
themme  ia  tfie  one  eoantrjr  at  in  the  irther,  cMej^  >«viH9r#'«vii* 
iition  nay  be  neeewaiyin  either  eeantry,  in  MNMeqaaMa-araa 
iatemal  datj  on  anjrsneh  article  of  its  otm  eonmiatptioa,  <*  ar  ia 
oonteqnenee  of  internal  havaties  hi  tiie  eoantiywiHm  aaaliafti«* 
ale  it  ^rown,  prodaeed,  or  manvfketaredv  and  exee]9t  aoah  dtttioi 
at^eitmr  Unborn  may  Jndee  expedient,  front  time  t$  tiiik)  i^ott 
eovn,  neat,  malt,  floor,  tad  blieaitt*" 

XI.  That  ta  all  eatet  whef«  the  datieo  on  artieiei  of  the 
growth,  prodnee,  or  taaanftbeture  of  eidier  oonntry,  are  dflRiieit 
ottiihe  ittpovlat#on  Into  the  other,  it  is  eipedient  tiiat  they  ahaald 
be  redne^,  in  the  kingdoia  where  thej  are  the  hi|;he8t^  ta  ta 
*^  amoant  -not  exeeoding''  the  anoant  ^  payaMe  in  the  other  f* 
to  timt  the  eame  thaH  aot  he  lets  thaa  ten  and  a  half  per  eent. 
apon  ^'  any  article  which  wat  charged  with  a  daty,  on  mporta' 
tioa4alo  Irelaad,  of  ten  and  a  half  per  eent*  or  npwards,  preri- 
ont  to  die  17th  day  of  May,  iTSd;"  aad  tiiat  all  taeh  artfeles 
thoaid  be  exportaUe  from  this  kingdom,  into  which  they  ohal! 
he  Imported,  atfl*ee#Pom  daty  at  the  timilar  eommodlitlet  vr 
home  manafaetatet  of  tiie  tame  king^m* 

XII.  That  it  It  alto  proper,  that  in  all  eatet  where  the  aitl- 
dee  <^the  coatamptlon  of  either  Idagdom  thall  be  ehar|^  wift 
aa  internal  daty  on  the  mannfketare,  the  tald  mannfhetare,  i^Kas 
impwtad  from  the  otter,  may  be  charged  with  afkrtharda^  oa 
impartatioa,  adeqaate  to  eaaatervail  the  Iatemal  daty  mt  the 
manalkctnre  <^«t  far  at  relatet  to  the  datiet  now  charged  there- 
on;'' taeh  forther  duty  to  coadnue  to  long  only  mo  tM  internal 
eoatamption  thall  he  charged  with  the  daty  or  duties,  to  halanee 
which  it  thall  be  impoted ;  aad  that  where  there  it  a  duty  oa  the 
Impartatioa  of  the  raw  material  "afaaymaauAictare  in  one  king- 
dom, greater  than  the  like  duty  on  raw  materials  ia  die  other, 
taeh  maauAietare  amy,  on  its  importation  <^nto  the  other  kiar- 
dom,"  he  chai^d  with  tuch  a  eounterrailing  duty  at  maj  he  tarn- 
eient  to  tubject  the  tame,  to  imported,  to  ^^  hunient  adeqaate  tt 
thoic  which*''  the  mabufftcture  eompoted  of  the  like  raw  material 
la  tirii|eet  to,  in  conteqaonce  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  taeh 
matorfalt  in  the  kingdom  into  which  such  manufacture  it  so  im* 
ported ;  and  the  taid  maaofacture  to  imported,  thall  be  entitled 
to  taeh  drawbackt  or  bonntiet  on  exportation,  as  may  leare 
the  tame  subject  to  no  heavier  burden  than  the  home-made 
manofeeture. 

XIII.  That,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  settlement  aow 
intended  to  he  ettablitliedj  it  it  necessary,  that  no  new  or  addi- 
tional  duties  should  he  hereafter. imposed  ia  either  kingdom  oa 
the  importation  of  any  article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  maau< 
factnre  of  the  other,  except  soch  additional  duties  as  may  be  re- 
quisite to  balance  the  duties  on  internal  consumption,  pursuant 
to  the  foregoing  resolution,  or  in  consequence  of  bounties  remaiti 
ing  on  tnen  articles  when  ex|)orted  to  tne  other  kingdom. 
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XIV.  Tliot  lir  tlif  same  purpose,  it  is  neeessarj,  fertliQr,  that 
BO  prohihitioa^  or  new  aciditmiai4uties,  diali  be  hereafter  ia4>iiaed 
in  .^iber  kin^oiHf  on  the  expertatlan  of  aoy  ariiele  of  aativt 
gwmm^9  produce,  or  mamifaeiuni  ^^frmu  the  oimkiugdam"  to  4he 
othwr^eziQept  eaeh  ae  either  kingdom  majr  deem  .ex|>edient  from 
taipe  io^time,  upon  eom,  meal,  malt,  flour,  aad  bUeaits. 

XV  •  That  for  the  eame  ^urpooe,  it  is  neeesaarjr,  that  no  bounties 
-vphatsoever  should  be  j^id  or  payable  in  either  kingdom,  on  tb^ 
exportation  of  any  artiele  to  the  other,  except  sueh  as  relate  t^ 
emii,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  biseuits,  ^^  and  exeept  also  the  bounties 
mt  firesent  g;iveu  by  Great  Britain^'  on  beer,  and  spirits  distilled 
ArojB  eorn ;  and  sueh  as  are  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks  or  eomnen* 
•SLftion  for  duties  paid,  and  that  no  bounty  should  be  *''  payable''  <hi 
the  exportation  of  any  artiele  to  any  Britiih  colonies  or  pianta- 
ti«Bs,  ^«  or  to  the  BritiiA  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa,"  or 
on  the  exportation  of  anjr  artiele  imported  from  the  British  plan- 
tsttioiis,  ^'  or  from  the  British  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or 
Rritiah  settlements  in  the  East  Indies ;"  or  any  maaiifaetvre  made 
of  such  article,  unless  in  eases  where  a  similar  bounty  is  payable 
in  Great  Britain,  on  exportation  from  thence,  or  where  such 
iHinaty  is  mereljf  in  ihe  nature  of  a  drawback  or  compensation  >of 
or  lor  duties  paid,  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  iii 
Britain ;  and  where  '^  any  internal  bountv  shall  fa^  ffiven  in  aithor 
kipgdom,  :on  any  goods  manufactured  thepein,  and  shall  remain 
on  such  |;oods  wIhmi  exported,  a  eountervailini;  duty  adequate 
thereto  ma^  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  the  said  goods  into 
the  other  kingdom." 

Xyi.  That  it  ie  expedient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  British 
empire,  that  the  importation  of  articles  from  foreign  '« countriei^" 
should  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  in  each  kingdom  on  such 
terms  as  may  ^^  effeetually  favor  the  importation  of  similar  articles 
of  the  growth,  product,  or  mauufucturo  uf  the  other,  ^^  except  in 
the  case  of  materials  of  manuiaetures,  which  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be  allowed  to  be  imported  from  foreign  countries,  duty  free  | 
and  in  all  cases  where  any  articles  are  or  may  be  subject  to  higher 
duties  on  imporUition  into  this  kingdom,  from  the  countries  he- 
longtng  to  any  of  the  States  of  North  America,  tbau  the  like  goods 
are  or  may  be  subject  to  wiien  imported,  as  the  grov^th,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  BrlUsh  colonies  and  plantations,  or  as  the 
produce  of  the  fisheries  carried  ou  by  British  subjects,  such  ar- 
ticles shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties  on  importation  into  ire- 
land,  from  the  eountries  belonging  to  any  of  the  States  of  North 
America,  as  the  same  are  or  may  be  subject  to  on  importation 
from  the  said  countries  into  this  kingdom." 

(<  That  it  is  expedient,  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
disputes  touching  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  inhabitaiitn  of 
each  kingdom  to  fish  on  the  coast  of  any  part  of  the  Briitsh 
dominions." 
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XVni.  Vhat  it  is  expedient,  tbftt «« sadipmikgtft ^jmSoBg 
tiai  ^efidiiig  books  as  are  or  may  be  legally  poooeu^.wilbia 
Qrt^t  Britain,  under  the  mnt  of  the  Crovn  or  otherwiooi  aM^ 
tbe  eopy«rights  of  the  anikoro  and  bookaellera  of  Cbreal  BiiUia, 
should  continue  to  be  proteetedin  the  niaoQer  they  area!  pnttent, 
by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain;  a^d  that  it  is  jnat  thai;  nissgnrcs 
should  be  Ufcen  by  the  Padianient  of  Irekua  for  ^ts^  tfce  like 
protection  to  the  copy-rights  of  the  authors  and  bookscUera  of 
that  kingdom.  , 

<«  XIX.  That  it  iaespedieat^  (hatxegulatioos  sbouldteaAifl- 


•«d  'With  respect  to  patents  to  be  hereafter  panted  for  tl»oeocos- 
^I'agement  or  new  inventions,  so  that  the  rights,  privileges,  sal 
restrictions  thereon  granted  and  contained,,  shall  be  of  efisl 
Airatiott  and  fratie  thronghoal  Great  Britain  and  Ireland*" 

XX.  That  the  apprmiation^f  whatever  sum  the  gpoaa  kiei* 
'itary  revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  (the  due  eolketise 
theff«of  beine  seonred  by  permanent  provisions)  shall  ppudscs, 
4Rller  dedocting  M  drawbacks,. Tepavmeais,  or  bountiss  mmaUi 
i»the  nature  of  drawbaeks,  over  and  »bove  the  ann  of  &  hni- 
^red  and  ifty-six  thousand  pounds  in  eaeh  vear,  towards  the 
oupport  of  the  naval  ibree  of  the  empire,  to  be  appUsd  in  sneh 
•manner  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  shall  direct,  by  aa.  net  tt 
he  passed  for  that  purpose,  will  be  a  satisfactory  prnviaioa^  prs- 
portioned  to  the  jptiwing  prosperity  of  thatkingdoa%  towaids 
defrayingtin  time  of  peaee,  the  necessary  expanses  of  prottotiag 
the  trade  and  geneial  interests  of  the  empire. 


nJOKSEBJiVSGU  OF  THE  IX>RDS  AND  COMMONS  OF  IRELA^rn. 
1IV1TH  RESPECT  TO  THE  REGENCY. 

Ov^  the  iOtk  of  Feb.  1789,  the  Housoof  Lords  met,  aeeordinc (s 
'  their  last  adjonrHBieat,  when  a  motion  was  made  for  >a  farther 
luijourmnent^  (it  being  now  the  primary  object  of  Govemmeal  to 
extend  the  Chapter  ot  Accidents  by  gaining  time)  but  wm  r«* 
-ijeeted.  The  Earl  of.  Clukrlemoiit  then  mqyed  for  the  Address 
to  the  Prince,  in  the  words  of  that  iVhich  had  been  voted  in  the 
Commons^  which,  with  some  limenchnent,  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  nineteen. 

On  the  ioth  both  Honses  waited  upon  the  Lord  Lieateaaiit 

with  their  Adilress,  and  requested  him  to  transmit.itto  His  Roy 

ol  Highness*     With  this  request  his  Excellency  refiiaed  to  tern- 

-  ply ;  returning  for  answer,  tliat  under  the-  impressioiia  he  fth 

of  his  ofiieial  duty,  and  of  the  oath  he  bad  taken,  hedidnateon^ 


•iaer^lriirtflrelf  ^rrtilit«d  to  Uy  l^fbrethe  Printt  an  AMtfss, 
purporttng^  to  Wfttt  His  Royal  Hif^hneM  wilb  |>owe»aio  i^is 
upMa  him  the  Cki^enimeiit  of  thatreahn,  bttwe  he  sbonld  be 
ciiiAbI<e4  by  taw  so  to  do  $  and  therefore  was .  obliged  to  deeliae 
tmsinittiiig  their  Address  to  Great  Britain. 

U|MMi  -tlie  retant  of  the  Gommons  to  their  owa  Hovie,  and  the 
answer  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  being  reported  to  thoBiy  Mr.  Grai^ 
tan  observed,  that  ia  a  oase  so^  eictremeJy  new,  it  ^oald  be  bigl|«^ 
ly  improper  to  proceed  with  hurry  or  precipitation  f  the  Houfta 
was  ooiiedupon  to  aet  with  dignity,  firmness,  and  deeisioii,;  aud 
therefore,  that  due  tkme  laight  be  had  for  delibemtioiiy  he  would 
^moTO  th«  qfuestion  of  adjournment}  whieh  was  pot  and  oai^ried 
irilbout  opposition. 

On  tJM^'tlay  following,  Mr.  Fitaherbert  moved,  that  th^  Lofd 
liieeiiteiiant's  answer  should  be  entered  on  the  Joaniak4 

Mr.  Chrattan  said,  he  was  satisfied  to  let  the  answer  be«eu(ei!e|) 
OUT ibo  journals,  in  order,  to  make  way ibr  some  resolutions,  ,whkh 
be  inCttnded  to  propose,  as  neeessai^  to  carry  the  intention  of  the 
two  Hooses  into  cneet,  and  as  a  Tindieation  of  their  honor  9^4 
eonstitational  conduct. 

Tbe  answer  being  entered  on  the  Journals^  Mr.  Orattan  m^Tcd^ 

^  Tbttt  hisexeeliencjr  the  Land  Lieutenant  having  thought  proper 

to  deoiin&  to  transmit  to  His  Royal  Hiehness  George  rriaoe  of 

Wales,  the  Address  of  both  HousesofJrarlianiMK,  a  eempeteal 

-number  of  members  be  appointed  by  this  Housoy  to  presoat  the 

said  Address  to  His  Royal  Highness." 

Mr.  Grattan's  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  ISO  against  74. 

Then  Mr.  Grattan  mored,   ^^  That  Mr.  Connolly  should  at* 

tend  the  Lords  with  the  said  resolution  and  acquaint  them,  that 

the    Commons  fequested  them  to   appoint  members    of  their 

own  body  to  join  with  the  members  of  tne  Commons  in  presenting 

the  said  Address." 

This  also  passed  without  any  division ;  and  Mr.  Connolly 
went  up  to  the  Lords  accordingly. 

The  message  received  in  reply  was,  that  the  Lords  had  eon« 
enrred  in  the  resolution  of  the  Commons,  and  had  appointed  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster  and  the  Earl  of  Charlemoat  ti^join 
with  such  members  as  the  Commons  should  appoint  to  present  the 
address  of  both  Houses  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  ^*  that  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas 
ConnoUy,  the  Right  Honorable  J.  O'Neil,  the  Right  Honorable 
Vf,  B.  Fonsonbv,  and  J.  Stewart,  Esq.  should  be  appointed  com« 
missioners  on  the  part  of  the  Como^ons  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting the  Address  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales," 
and  they  were  appointed  unanimously. 

The  committee  of  the  tfro  Houses  of  .Parliament  arrived  ia 
London  on  the  sath  of  F^ruary,  17S0,  and  the  day  following 
preimited  their  Address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales*  at  Oa^koi^hoote. 


^►fii 


The  following  was  tbe  Answer  of  Hit  Ittf^i  IHgMtw  &• 
Prince  of  Wales • 

•*  Mt  LOITDS  AffW  OKirrLCMEIfy 

<<  The  address  from  the  Lords  spfritnai  ani  tanfaralv  a«d 
Conini nns  of  Ireland.  #Mcli  ynn  fiave  prenrated  U  wte,  deataads 
my  warmest  nn^  earliest  tliaiiks.  If  any  thing  ennid  add  im  tha 
esteem  and  affeetinn  1  tinve  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  it  sv«aM 
be  the  loyal  and  afHN*Hnnate  attaehment  to  the  person  and  goT* 
erament  of  the  King,  my  father,  manifested  in  the  Addrena  of 
Hm  two  Honses* 

^  WKat  they  hare  done,  and  their  manner  of  doina  it,  is  a  imw 
proof  of  their  nndiminished  dnty  to  His  Maiesty,  of  tneir  anilhrm 
attaehment  to  the  Honse  of  Brn'nswiek,  ami  their  eonstant  atlea» 
tien  to  maintain  inviolate  the  eoneord  and  eanneetion  hetn^esi  the 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ao  indispensably  ncats- 
sary  to  the  prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  t^e  liberties  of  balli* 

^If,  in  eonveying  my  c^rateful  sentiments  on  their  eondaet,  in 
relation  to  the  King,  my  iather,  and  to  the  inseparable  interest  af 
the  two  kingdoms,  1  find  it  impossible  to  express  adeqnately  my 
fbeUngs  on  what  relates  to  myself,  I  tmst  yon  will  not  ba  Ike  less 
disposed  to  believe^  that  I  have  an  vndersianding  to  consprskiHid 
the  ralne  of  what  they  have  done,  a  heart  that  muat  minaaiber» 
and  prineipies  that  will  not  suffer  me  to  abtise  tkeir  eoofidenan 

^  bat  the  fortunate  change  which  has  taken  piaee  in  tke  eir^ 
enmstanre,  which  gare  occasion  to  the  Address  agreed  to  ky  ^e 
Lords  and 'Commons  of  Ireland,  induces  me  to  delay,  foralbw 
days,  giving  %.  jinnl  answer  $  trustine,  that  the  joywl  ereat  af 
His  Majesty's  resuming  the  personal  exercise  of  his  Royal  Au- 
thority, may  then  render  it  only  necessary  forme  to  repeat  those 
sentiments  of  gratitude  and  attection  to  the  loyal  and  generous 
people  of  Ireland,  which  I  feel  indelibly  imprinted  on  ray  heart. 


^oox  after  the  above  Anftwer  was  given  by  the  Priaee  of 
AVnIes  to  the  Oommisftioners,  delegated  by  the  Lords  and  Com* 
mom  oflrehmd.  His  Majesty  was  restored  to  the  prayers  and 
wishos  of  a  loyal  and  affectionate  people.  The  Irish  Commis- 
siorier8  were  again  requested  to  waiit  on  His  lioyal  Highness, 
who  addressed  them  in  the  fo  He  wing  terms*  equally  honorable 
to  hi!<  heart  and  to  his  head  |  displaying*  with  eqnal  happiness 
his  gratitude  to  Ireland,  and  his  hiial  piety  to  his  royal  father: 


u 

• 
*^  The  happy  ereiit  of  the  Kin^'i  reeovery,  and  the  eonse* 
quent  re*a6gumption  of  the  exereise  of  his  auspidoaa  Govern- 
ment, announced  by  his  royal  eooiBHSiioB^  for.dcelaring  the  fur- 
tter  cames  of  hoMing:  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  has 
4«K«way  the  mela&eholy  neoessity  lAtolk  aare  rise  to  the 
ar-msenent  puopoaed  by  the  PavliaaitfBi  of  Irtlatid^  hot  no-» 
thiag'emnoMforafe  fhitii'  my  neoMvyt  and. my  ^jtntitSMia,  tiie 
prnieiples  upon  which  •that  aifangemvl  wag  laade,  and,  th0 
eiremntftatees  hy  vfkith  it  ««»«tt0Med.  l«OBSsder  yoar  -gaae^ 
i^fos  kindness  to  His  Mijesty^  Royal  iViaitiy,  and  4he  p?ovtiM« 
yoa  made  lor  presarving^  the  authority  mi  the  CMwa  -in  iU  oon- 
stitutional  energy,  as  the  most  nneqnivoeal  proof  which  could  be 
given  of  yonr  affectionate  loyalty  to  the  King  at  this  time,  when^ 
by  an  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  his  Government  has 
saflfered  an  intermission,  and  his  house  was  deprived  of  its  nato* 
rai  protector. 

«*  1  shall  not  pay  so  ill  a  compliment  to  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons of  Ireland,  as  to  suppose  that  they  were  mistaken  in  their 
reliance  on  the  moderation  of  my  views,  and  the  purity  of  my 
intentions.  A  manly  confidence  directing  the  manner  of  pr»« 
eeeding  towards  those  who  entertain  sentiments  becoming  the 
hiffh  situation  to  which  they  are  born^-fumishes  the  most  pow*- 
erful  motives  to  the  performance  of  their  duty^-at  the  same  time 
thftt  the  liberality  of  sentiment  which,  in  conveying  a  trust, 
confers  an  honor,  can  have  no  tendency  to  relax  that  provident 
vig^anee  and  that  public  jealousy  which  ought  to  watch  over 
the  exereise  of  power." 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*•  Though  foil  of  joy  for  the  event  which  enables  me  to  take 
leave  of  you  in  this  manner,  personally,  I  cannot  but  regret  your 
departure.  1  have  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  vour  private  characters,  and  it  has  added  to  the  high 
esteem  wnich  I  had  before  entertained  for  you,  on  account  of 
your  public  merits;  both  Houses  made  you  the  worthy  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ^reat  bodies  to  which  you  belone.  I  am  con- 
fident that  1  need  not  add  my  earnest  recommendatioiis  to  the 
Parliament  and  people  of  Ireland,  to  continue  the  harmony  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  which  in  their  mutual  perfect  freedom  will  find 
the  closest  n«  well  as  happiest  bond  of  their  connection." 


X  ArnxmoL 

Answer  of  tk«  Lard  laesftemal  to  tke  wUnm  •Tbotii  B4me& 
feqnettiiiip  bin  to  tnntmit  tlioar  address  to  the  Prinee  of  Wale?. 

^Mg  lords  mdGeMmen, 


«  Under  the  inpresoien  wUeh  I  feel  of  nj  oiieial  dnir,  ad 
of  the  oath  wUeh  i  have  taken,  as  Chief  Geireimor  of  Irdiuid,  I 
em  obliged  to  deeline  transmittiMr  this  address  into  (sfrreslBri* 
tain;  for  I  eannot  eoasider  myself  warranted  to  lay  before  the 
Prinee  of  Wales  an  address,  parportiaj^  to  invest  His  Bojsl 
Highness  with  powers  to  take  noon  him  the  GoTei 
this  realm,  before  he«hall  be  enabled  if  law  so  to  do. 


avD  or  ▼oi..  E. 


^ » /^  >" .  •« ' 


'  (•  •         ••/.'• 


